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Commons  tirade  over  sleaze  ‘stunt’ 

Major  lets  rip 
at  Blair 


MES 


FOR  LIFE 

America’s  newest 
growth  industry 

weekend 


By  Philip  Webster  and  Jill  Sherman 


JOHN  MAJOR  unleashed  a 
venomous  assault  on  Tony 
Blair  and  Paddy  Ashdown 
yesterday  that  reflected  his 
belief  that  they  had  hijacked 
die  final  days  of  Parliament 
with  a stage-managed  raw 
over  sleaze. 

Conservative  backbenchers 
bayed  with  delight  as  Mr 
Major  delivered  a personal 
tirade  against  Mr  Blair,  accus- 
ing him  of  trading  on  double 
standards  from  the  moment 
he  was  elected  leader,  selling 
policies  to  the  unions,  flying 
an  Concorde  and  failing  to 
declare  it,  and  calling  far 
openness  white  refusing  to  - 
publish  the.  secret  funds  of  his 
private  office.  ‘ ' r ' ' ' ' 

He  then  aimed  on  the 
liberal  Democrat  leader,  tell- 
ing him  that  he  was  ending  die 
Parliament  .as  pious  and 
pompous  as  he  had  been 


throughout  it,  and  that  the 
attempt  led  byhimsdfand  Mr 
Blair  to  force  the  publication 
of  the  Downey  report  on  cash- 
Sor-queshons  had  been  a stunt 

Labour  and  Liberal  Demo- 
crats. however,  intensified 
their  charges  that  the  Com- 
mons was  rising  today  to 
avoid  the  Downey  report 
being  delivered  to  MPS  next 
week. 

The  explosive  question-time 
exchanges  came  after  the  in- 
terim report  on  the  affair  left 
ten  Tories  under  a doud  erf 
suspicion  while  clearing  15 
MPs  — 11  Conservative,  three 
Labour  and  one  Liberal  Dem- 
ocrat — of  improperly  recerv- 
■ ing  manor  through  their 
constituency  parties  from  the 
lobbyist  Ian  Greer. 

But  (he  dash  between  Mr 
Major  and  Mr  Blair  came 
over  Mr  BlttirV  repealed  de- 


have  to  wait 


By  Arthur  Leaxhley 

POLITICAL  CORRESPONDENT 

and  Andrew  Pierce 

TEN  Tory  MPs.  have,  investi- 
gations hanging  over  them  as 
the  Commons  rises  today  for 
the  general  election. 

A Commons  investigation 
into  accusations  against  25 
MPs  failed  yesterday  to  decide 
on  the  ten  Conservatives,  pro- 
voking claims  that  the  inquiry 
was  taking  too  long. 

Neil  Hamilton,  the  former 
Trade  Minister,  is  among  the 
Tory  MPs  whose  cases  will  not 
be  conduded  until  at  least 
May,  when  the  new  Parlia- 
ment begins.  A huge  report 
into  allegations  against  him 
will  be  completed  next  week, 
but  will  not  be  published  until 
the  new  House  sits. 

Mr  Hamilton,  who  is  ac- 
cused of  failing  to  divulge  cash 
payments  from  Mohamed  Al 
Payed,  chairman  of  Harrods. 
complained  Aar  the  report, 
info  the  allegations  had  not 
been  finished.  Mr -Hamilton. 
MP  for  Tattoo,  said:  “I  need  to 
be  able  to  dear  nay  name  of 
these  false  allegations  and  my  f 
constituents  need  to  know  that 

theft  MP  k not  a crook." 

Among  the  more  serious 
allegations  that  have  been  left 
pending  are  those  involving 
Tim  Smith,  a former  Northern 
Ireland  minister,  Sir  Andrew 
Bowden,  Michael  Brown  and 
Sir  Michael  Grylls.' 

Sir  Gordon  Downey,  the 
. Parliamentary  Standards 
Commissioner,  published  a 
short  interim  report  yesterday, 
saying  that  it  was  . “dearly  a 


Sir  Gordon:  regrets  delay 

matter  for  regret"  that  some  of 
his  investigations  had  not 
been  finished.  He  insisted 
that  failure  to  conclude  reports 
into  some  of  the  allegations 
did  not  imply  guilt,  but  that 
they  had  bom  less  straightfor- 
ward than  the  other  15. 

The  report  cleared  15  MPs  of 
wrongdoing,  induding  Mich- 
ael Portillo,  the  Defence  Secre- 
tary, after  they  were  accused 
of  failing  to  declare  payments 
made  into  theft  election  cam- 
paign funds.  Most  of  the  MPs 
are  fighting  the  election  cam- 
paign, but  Sir  Michael  Grylls 
is  not  standing. 

Although  senior  Opposition 
figures  voiced  anger  at  the 
delays,  some  of  die  MPs 
involved  were  less  irritated  by 
them.  Gerald  Malone,  the 
Health  Minister.  faring 
claims  (hat  his  constituency 
association  received  £1,000 
from  lan  Greer,  the  lobbyist, 
told  friends  that  the  delay  was 
“an  annoying  distraction"  that 
would  not  affect  his  campaign- 


mands  that  the  Commons 
should  sit  on  so  that  the  full 
Downey  report  could  be  pub- 
lished. As  Mr  Major  refused 
to  change  his  plans,  Mr  Blair 
declared  that  his  handling  of 
tiie  affair  left  a stain  an  the 
character  of  his  Government. 
Mr  Major  retorted  that  Mr 
Blair  and  his  front  bench  were 
guilty  of  having  "smeared  and 
smeared  and  smeared  again". 

The  Prime  Minister  was 
reported  by  close  ministerial 
friends  to  be  genuinely  furious 
that  the  sleaze  issue  had  come 
back  to  distract  attention  from 
good  employment  figures. 

But  the  way  he  allowed  his 
pent-up  emotions  virtually  to 
run  out  of  control  in  the 
Commons  delighted  his  back- 
benchers, and  he  was  given  a 
back-slapping  reception  in  the 
Commons  tea-room.  j 

The  mood  of  Labour  MPs  as 
they  prepared  to  leave  for  die 
election  was  perhaps  more 
justifiably  upbeat  after  an- 
other poll  gave  their  party  a 
27-point  lead  over  the  Conser- 
vatives. They  described  Mr 
Major’s  performance  as  a 
"rant"  that  made  him  look 
more  like  an  Opposition  lead- 
er than  a Prime  Minister. 

To  press  home  their  charges 
that  Mr  Major  had  deliberate- 
ly suspended  Parliament  early 
to  avoid  the  Downey  publica- 
tion, the  opposition  parties 
tabled  a one-clause  Bill  which  \ 
would  give  the  Standards  and  i 
Privileges  Committee  power  ' 
to  sit  until  the  dissolution  on  * 
April  S.  It  will  make  no  ; 
progress. 

The  Cabinet  meanwhile  put  ] 
the  final  touches  to  the  Tories'  I 
manifesto  for  a fifth  term.  It  is  | 
reported  to  be  half  the  length  | 
of  the  1992  document,  al- 
though it  was  slightly  erv-  I 
larged  yesterday  to  indude  the  | 
provisions  lost  from  the  educa-  , 
tion  and  crime  Bills  this  week.  | 
Ministers  will  highlight  the  i 
specific  policies  lost  as  an  ] 
example  of  the  significant  i 
differences  between  the  Tory  ] 
and  Labour  parry.  The  new  i 
additions  include  proposals  , 
for  expanding  selection  and  a , 
commitment  that  grant-main-  ' 
tained  schools  will  be  able  to 
set  up  nurseries,  sixth  forms  1 
and  boarding  facilities.  , 

The  programme  will  also 
restore  mandatory  minimum  1 
sentences  for  repeal  burglars 
and  drug  dealers. 

Seniore  party  sources  said 
the  three  main  themes  of  the 
manifesto  would  be  economic  i 
stability,  social  stability  and 
constitutional  stability 
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President  Clinton  after  being  lowered  from  Air  Force  One  on  to  a Finnair  catering  lorry  at  Helsinki  airport  yesterday  when  he  arrived  for  a 
summit  with  President  Yeltsin.  Mr  Clinton  injured  his  knee  recently  in  an  accident  al  the  golfer  Greg  Norman's  home  in  Florida.  Pages  11. 21 

Councils  free  to  stop  providing  home  help 


By  Ian  Murray 
COMMUNITY  CORRESPONDENT 

COUNCILS  can  stop  provid- 
ing disabled  people  with  home 
help  if  their  budgets  are  used 
up,  Che  House  of  Lords  ruled 
yesterday. 

The  Law  Lords  overturned  a 
Court  of  Appeal  decision  that 
once  care  had  been  agreed,  it 
had  to  be  provided  however 
short  of  money  a coundl 
became.  They  backed  by  a 
majority  of  three  to  two  an 
appeal  by  Gloucestershire 
County  Council  and  Stephen 
Dorrell,  the  Health  Secretary. 

Lord  Nicholls  of  Birken- 
head said  that  a person's  need 
for  help  "cannot  sensibly  be 
assessed  without  having  some 
regard  to  the  cost.  A person’s 


need  for  a particular  type  or 
level  of  service  cannot  be 
decided  in  a vacuum  from 
which  all  considerations  of 
cost  have  been  expelled." 

In  a dissenting  judgment. 
Lord  Lloyd  of  Beswick  blamed 
Gloucester’s  difficulties  on 
shortage  of  money  from  the 
Government.  "The coundl  has 
escaped  from  an  impossible 
position  in  which  they  and 
other  local  authorities  have 
been  placed."  he  said.  "Even  if 
the  council  wished  to  raise  the 
money  to  meet  the  need,  it 
would  be  unable  to  do  so  by 
reason  of  Government-im- 
posed rate-capping." 

The  1970  Act  to  provide  care 
for  the  chronically  sick  and 
disabled  was  a noble  aspira- 
tion. he  said,  but  the  money 


Shares  suffer  year’s 
biggest  one-day  fall 

By  Michael  Clark,  stock  market  correspondent 


had  to  be  found  to  pay  for  it 
“Having  willed  the  end.  Par- 
liament must  be  asked  to 
provide  the  means." 

The  ruling  affects  all  local 
authorities  in  England  and 
Wales  and  people  who  rely  on 
them  for  services,  including 
cleaning,  shopping  and  the 
provision  of  meals  and 
housekeepers. 

The  case  began  in  1994  after 
Gloucestershire  withdrew  ser- 
vices from  1.500  residents  to 
save  money  after  the  Govern- 
ment required  it  to  ait  E2.5 
million  from  its  annual  bud- 
get An  appeal,  backed  by  the 
Public  Law  Project  and  the 
Royal  Assodation  for  Disabil- 
ity and  Rehabilitation,  was 
brought  on  behalf  of  Michael 
Barry,  an  8I-year-old  stroke 
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Ccs>t=a 


victim.  Mr  Barry  had  lost  his 
house  cleaning  and  laundry 
provision  because  of  a short- 
age of  funds,  although  he  kept 
twice-weekly  home  visits  and 
meals-on-wheels. 

Tile  High  Court  ruled  that  it 
was  impractical  to  expect 
councils  not  to  make  cuts  if 
their  budgets  were  reduced, 
but  that  decision  was  over- 
turned by  the  Court  of  Appeal 
last  June. 

In  yesterday’s  judgment. 
Lord  Clyde  said  availability  of 
resources  could  be  a determin- 
ing factor-  “If  ray  resources  are 
limited,  I have  to  need  a thing 
very  much  before  I am  satis- 
fied that  it  is  necessary  to 
purchase  it."  he  said. 

But  Derek  Vizer  of  Voice  of 
the  Disabled  said:  “This  deci- 


sion is  not  just  tragic  for  some 
it  will  be  fatal.  Unfortunately 
the  Law  Lords  don't  have  to 
pick  these  people  up  off  the 
floor  or  they  would  realise 
what  a terrible  tiling  they  have 
done.  1 am  going  to  cake  this 
case  on  to  the  Court  of  Human 
Rights.  The  people  who  are 
being  hurt  by  this  are  people 
who  fought  for  England  and 
now  they  are  old.  the  country 
tells  them  they  are  too  expen- 
sive to  look  after.  It  was 
supposed  to  be  a service  from 
the  cradle  to  the  grave.  The 
grave  is  nearer  than  it  was 
before  this  judgment" 

Age  Concern  and  the  Royal 
Assodation  for  Disability  and 
Rehabilitation  both  described 
the  ruling  as  a devastating 
blow  for  thousands  of  people. 


LONDON  shares  suffered 
their  biggest  one-day  fall  this 
year,  with  the  FT-SE 100  index 
of  leading  stocks  closing  74.1 
points  lower  at  4.25S.I. 

The  index  stands  186  points 
down  from  its  all-time  closing 
high  on  March  11.  with  all  but 
20  points  of  that  slump  occur- 
ring this  week  after  John 
Major  confirmed  that  the  elec- 
tion would  be  on  May  1. 

The  latest  fall  was  prompted 
by  a warning  from  Alan 
Greenspan,  chairman  of  the 
US  Federal  Reserve,  that 
American  rates  would  have  to 
rise  to  pre-empt  a resurgence 
in  inflationary  pressures. 

The  reaction  of  London 
dealers  illustrates  the  anxiety 
of  financial  markets  as  the 


prolonged  election  campaign 
unfolds.  Brokers  are  standing 
by  for  a correction  of  markets 
that  have  risen  strongly  over 
the  past  two  years. 

Yesterday’s  sell-off  hap- 
pened despite  news  that  UK 
retail  price  inflation  fell  in 
February.  Headline  inflation 
edged  lower  to  2.7  per  cent, 
from  2.S  per  cent  in  January, 
while  underlying  inflation  fell 
from  3.1  per  cent  to  2.9  per 
cent. 

On  Wall  Street,  the  Dow 
Jones  industrial  average  fell 
50  points  before  recouping 
some  losses  to  stand  around  35 
points  lower  at  midday. 

Shares  tumble,  page  2S 
Markets,  page  28 
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"I  thought  you  only 
had  a sftoof-ouf  if 
there  was  a draw” 


Oporto  shooting 

The  Foreign  Office  demanded 
a report  from  Portuguese 
police,  who  fired  robber  bul- 
lets at  Manchester  United 
fans  after  their  04)  draw  with 
FC  Porto Page  5 
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Big  spenders  consign  the  cardigan  to  history 
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Doanican:  cardigan  king 


By  Alan  Hamilton 

AS  A men's  fashion  statement,  the  woolly 
cardigan  with  buttons  dnwn  the  front  is  as 
dead  as  the  kipper  tie.  Now,  in  a final 
coup  de  grace,  it  has  been  thrown  out  as 
one  of  Britain's  key  economic  indicators. 

For  years,  cardigans  — perhaps  best 
modelled  by  the  singer  Val  Dnunican  who 
went  through  various  styles  and  shades 
on  his  television  show  — have  been  one  of 
600  items  whose  costs  are  monitored  to 
compile  the  monthly  retail  price  index,  an 
important  tool  used  by  governments  in 
calculating  inflation. 

They  have  been  removed  from  the 
statistician*  shopping  basket  in  favour  of 
a dressier  item,  chinos  — those  light- 
weight casual  conon  trousers  invented  by 


an  English  army  officer  in  India  to 
counter  the  heat  of  the  midday  sun,  and 
now  seen  in  every  British  weekend 
summer  high  street. 

Some  hazy  link  lingers  in  the  folk 
memory  between  cardigans  and  light  ale; 
they  jointly  belong  to  an  age  before  red 
braces  and  computers,  when  men  had 
time  to  potter.  Light  ale  and  pale  ale.  once 
RPl  staple  indicators,  have  gone  too, 
replaced  in  the  theoretical  but  supposedly 
typical  basket  by  a [copops  and 
draugbrflow  bitter  — those  cans  of  beer 
with  widgets  that  give  them  a head. 

The  Office  for  National  Statistics, 
which  compiles  the  RPI,  said  yesterday 
that  the  index  was  constantly  updated  to 
reflect  market  conditions,  and  what 
society  was  doing.  It  covers  a variety  of 


expenditure,  including  food,  housing, 
clothes,  leisure,  metering,  fares  and  fuel. 
Among  other  changes  are  the  arrival  of 
road  tolls  but  the  dropping  of  super- 
unleaded  petrol;  not  enough  people  buy  it. 
Two  other  new,  but  no}  surprising,  items 
are  in  — Internet  and  cable  television 
subscriptions,  and  the  purchase  of  CD- 
ROM  computer  software. 

Significantly,  government  statisticians, 
have  decided  fees  and  subscriptions  are 
now  a more  important  part  of  die  RPI:  at 
the  same  time,  they  have  downgraded  the 
importance  of  spending  on  UK  holidays. 
The  simplistic  conclusion  is  that  we  are 
surfing  tiie  net  rather  titan  the  Ocean’S 
waves.  What  with  all  those  subscriptions 
and  tolls,  small  wonder  there  is  nothing 
left  to  spend  on  cardigans. 


letters : 21*43 

OBITUARIES 23 

MATTHEW  PARRIS 20 


ARTS 

...35-37 

CHESS  & BRIDGE... 

43 

COURT  & SOCIAL... 

22 

SPORT 41-46,48 

EDUCATION 38 

LAW  REPORT 34 


only  by  Chopard  - »HAPPY  DIAMONDS? 
a unique  concept  becomes  a classic 

The  fascination  of  mobile  diamonds  in  an  exclusive  watch 
and  jewellery  line.  Pendant  and  earrings  in  18  cl  yellow 
gold  / diamonds,  ref.  79/1771-20.  83/1869-20.  Available 
at  leading  jewellers  worldwide.  London:  Chopard 
Boutique,  14  New  Bond  Street,  Tel.  0171/  409  31  40.  For 
further  information,  catalogues  and  stockists,  please  call 
0171/44663  63 


4 


2 HOME  NEWS 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  MARCH  2I  I997 


-V. 

L4 


Lights  flashing,  almost  out  of  control:  it’s  end-of-the-road  rage 

® . - u— w.- 1 «hMi.  i iti  attacks  businessmen;  and  outburst  "If  there  s aay  <to»- 


Just  when  you  thought  it 
was  safe  to  return  to 
Westminster. . . They 
need  to  coin  a new  term  for  it 
- “Mace  rage"  perhaps.  As 
Parliament  rises,  the  Prime 
Minister  simply  explodes. 
Like  a bank  manager  driven 
beyond  endurance,  John  Ma- 
jor ilew  off  the  handle  during 
his  final  Prime  Minister's 
Questions  yesterday,  lashing 
out  in  all  directions.  If  it  was 
less  than  statesmanlike,  it  was 
more  than  lively:  it  was 
awesome. 

Major  started  hitting 
people  almost  before  anyone 


had  uttered.  He  took  a swipe 
at  Dennis  Skinner,  challeng- 
ing him  to  quit-  He  landed  a 
punch  on  John  Prescott  (who 
had  not  even  spoken)  accus- 
ing him  of  being  in  hock  to  the 
railway  unions.  And  he  ac- 
cused Paddy  Ashdown  of 
finishing  the  session  as  he  had 
started  it,  awash  in  piety  and 
pomposity. 

But  it  was  Tony  Biair  who 
caught  the  foil  force.  Needled 
by  the  Labour  Leader’s  accu- 
sation that  he  was  conspiring 
to  supress  a Commons  watch- 
dog report  on  alleged  sleaze, 
the  Prime  Minister  began  a 


bombardment  which  threat- 
ened to  keep  Parliament  sit- 
ting until  Sunday. 

It  was  like  one  of  those 
domestic  scenes  in  which 
some  small  but  ill-judged 

remark  sets  a spark  to  the  blue 

touch-paper  — and  bang. 
Everything  Mr  Major  hates 
about  Mr  Biair  came  pouring 
out  Accused  of  sweeping  cor- 
ruption under  the  carpet,  the 
Prime  Minister  angrily  reton- 
ed that  this  was  pretty  rich, 
coming  from  a man  who  “sells 
policy  to  the  trade  unions  for 
cash”. 

A sharp  riposte.  But  getting 


MATTHEW  PARRIS 

POLITICAL  SKETCH 


it  off  his  chest  just  seemed  to 
get  him  going.  Blair  was 
someone  who  “refuses  to  com- 
ply with  the  code  of  practice 
on  party  funding,  who  calls 
for  party  openness  but  won’t 
publish  the  secret  funds  of  his 
own  office. . 

ft  all  came  pouring  out.  It 
was  as  though,  having  been 
the  butt  of  personal  remarks 
for  more  than  two  years  of 


Tony  Blair's  Opposition  lead- 
ership, and  having,  night  after 
night,  Iain  in  bed  repeating 
and  repeating,  sotto  voce,  afl 
the  things  he  might  have 
replied  but  had  always 
thought  better  of  before,  he 
now  Id  fly.  . 

On  a nd  on  he  went 

. .Who  attacks  share  options 
but  takes  money  from  million- 
aires for  his  own  party;  and 


attacks  businessmen;  and 
asks  them  to  fund  things  for 
him;  who  flew  Concorde  and 
failed  to  declare  it . 

Was  there  no  end  to  this? 

“...Who  has  a Deputy 
Leader  (John  Prescott)  who 
spends  a weekend  at  a five- 
star  hotel  and  doesn’t  declare 
it  and  who  flies  to  the  other 
side  of  the  world  to  do 
newspaper  deals  and  never 
admits  to  them. . .** 

Finally,  shortage  _ of 
breafli,  if  not  material, 
brought  his  tirade  to  an 
end.  But  not  before  one  final 


outburst  “If  there’s  any  dou- 
ble standards,  they  sit  there, 
on  the  Opposition  benches!" 
he  yelled.  The  Prime  Minister 
sat"  down  to  perhaps  the 
loudest  Tory’  cheers  he  has 
received  afl  this  session-  Min- 
utes later,  he  left  to  renewed 
cheers,  as  many  government 
backbenchers  stood  in  the 
aisles,  waving  their  order 
papers. 

In  some  ways  those  final 
fifteen  minutes  encapsulated 
tell-tale  dements  of  the 
strengths  and  weaknesses  of 
all  three  principal  party  lead- 
ers during  this  Parliament 


fighting  like  a tiger  when  - 
ce roered,  Major  was  wefl- 
armed  in  fire  detail  1st  easily- 
needled,  losing  stature  and 
finding  it  hara  to  ekpitss ; 
anger  while  keeping  bis  cod.  - 

Tony  Blair  was  poised^ 
effective  and  contndled,  lmta 
faint  odour  of  sanctity  haags 
ing  over  his  words  (bedjose,  . 
yesterday,  to  talk  of  a “sfasfo*  • 
on  government)  left  us  uncer- 
tain whether  this  was  a . budr.- 
fling  headmaster.  or;.;st(_ 
officious  head-boy.  . 

And  Paddy  Ashdown  was  = 
well-judged,  a little  righteous,  7 
and  completely  ignoretL  : 


ya 


in 


- - 


Judge  will 
decide  if 
woman  can 
be  left  to  die 

By  Frances  Gibb,  legal  correspondent 


THE  country's  most  senior 
family  judge  will  rule  today 
whether  a severely  brain-dam- 
aged former  university  stu- 
dent should  be  allowed  to  die. 
even  though  her  condition 
may  fail  short  of  a persistent 
vegetative  state. 

In  what  is  seen  as  a new 
“right-to-die"  test  case.  Sir 
Stephen  Brawn,  president  of 
the  High  Court  family  divi- 
sion. is  being  asked  to  widen 
the  category  of  chronically  ill 
patients  where  life-sustaining 
treatment  can  be  withdrawn 
to  let  them  die  in  peace  and 
with  dignity. 

The  case  was  brought 
before  Sir  Stephen  as  an 
emergency  after  the  feeding 
tube  slipped  from  the  young 
woman  who  has  been  in  a 
coma  for  18  months.  Since  the 
tube  became  disconnected  on 
Tuesday,  the  woman,  known 
as  Miss  D.  aged  29.  has  only 
been  receiving  liquids  and 
medicine  through  intravenous 
injections. 

The  judge  has  ruled  in 
several  past  cases  — including 
that  of  Tony  Bland,  the 
Hillsborough  disaster  victim 
— that  life-sustaining  treat- 
ment can  be  withdrawn 
because  the  patients  were  in 
apersistent  vegetative  state, 
known  as  PVS. 

But  in  the  present  case, 
there  is  a dispute  over  whether 
the  woman  is  in  full  PVS,  as 
defined  by  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians,  or  “near  PVS". 
Her  eyes  appear  to  track 
moving  objects  and  she 
flinches  if  a gesture  is  made. 

William  Jennet  Professor  of 
Neurology  at  Glasgow  Univ- 
ersity and  one  of  foe  experts 
consulted  in  Miss  D's  case, 
said  yesterday  that  the  hospi- 
tal. with  the  backing  of  foe- 
woman’s  parents,  had 
planned  to  seek  permission  to 
stop  treatment  anyway,  but 
the  tube  disconnection  gave 
more  weight  to  its  case. 

“Reinsertion  would  require 
a minor  surgical  intervention. 
Not  ro  insert  it  would  be  non- 
interventionist,  which  some 
people  would  find  easier  than 
active  withdrawal  of  treat- 
ment.” he  said.  Professor 
David  Chadwick,  called  by  foe 


NHS  Trust  said  Miss  D could 
linger  for  many  years.  “How- 
ever I see  no  prospect  of  any 
improvement  in  her  neuro- 
logical state." 

Professor  Chadwick  said: 
“In  this  instance  I would 
strongly  support  the  wishes  of 
a wholly  remarkable  family 
who  have  made  astounding 
efforts  to  support  Miss  D and 
give  her  every  form  of  stimula- 
tion and  support  towards  any 
recovery  that  might  have  been 
possible." 

James  Munby.  QC,  counsel 
for  the  Official  Solicitor  ap- 
pointed to  represent  Miss  D. 
who  is  formally  opposing 
withdrawal  of  treatment,  ar- 
gued that  the  movements 
made  by  Miss  D showed  she 
was  not  in  PVS. 

But  Professor  Chadwick 
said  it  was  simply  a “primitive 
reflex”  which  “existed  within 
the  nervous  system  at  a lower 
level  than  consciousness". 

The  womans  mother  told 
the  court  that  she  agreed  with 
the  trust  that  artificial  hydra- 
tion and  nutrition  her  daugh- 
ter has  been  given  should  be 
discontinued. 

Huw  Lloyd,  counsel  for  foe 
trust  which,  like  all  foe  par- 
ties in  the  case  cannot  be  iden- 
tified, told  foe  judge  the  wo- 
man suffered  from  hydroce- 
phalus when  she  was  young, 
but  went  on  to  do  well  at 
school  and  go  to  university. 
She  hoped  to  become  a teacher. 

Then  she  was  involved  in  a 
car  accident  which  left  her 
paralysed  and  with  severe 
mental  problem.  She  needed 
24-hour  care,  but  was  looked 
after  at  home  by  her  parents. 
In  1995  she  suffered  a seizure 
and  was  taken  to  hospital 
where  she  was  treated  for 
hydrocephalus  again. 

“She  finally  opened  her  eyes 
but  has  not  since  regained  any 
meaningful  responsiveness." 
said  Mr  Lloyd.  She  had 
remained  in  hospital  since.  “It 
is  the  view  of  those  who  have 
examined  her  that  she  exhibits 
no  cognitive  evidence  at  all,  1 
that  she  is  not  aware  and  that 
no  further  change  is  likely. 
There  is  no  medical  intention 
to  continue  or  re  institute  medi- 
cal treatment." 


Beastly 


y time  boys  preparing  to  audition  at  the  Dominion  Theatre  in  London  yesterday  for  Disney's  £10  million 
production  of  Beauty  and  the  Beast  They  hope  to  play  Chip,  a child  who  is  turned  into  a teacup 


Parliament  clears 
a flood  of  laws 

By  James  Land  ale.  political  reporter 


Cloning  may  have 
benefits,  say  MPs 

By  Nigel  Hawkes.  science  editor 


THE  Government  rushed  a 
flood  of  Bills  through  the 
Commons  and  foe  Lords  last 
night,  in  time  for  this  morn- 
ing’s prorogation  of  Parlia- 
ment. Ministers  and  whips 
stuck  to  a tight  timetable  to  get 
as  much  as  possible  on  the 
Statute  Book. 

MPS  and  peers  leave  West- 
minster today  at  foe  end  of  foe 
year’s  session,  but  the  five- 
year  parliament  will  not  for- 
mally come  to  a dose  until 
dissolution  on  April  S.  After  a 
fevered  week  of  horsetrading 
by  government  and  Labour 
business  managers,  most  of 
foe  legislation  was  agreed  and 
simply  needed  to  be  nodded 
through. 

In  foe  Lords,  peers  ap- 
proved Commons  amend- 
ments to  the  National  Health 
Service  (Primary  Care)  Bill, 
which  now  awaits  Royal  As- 
sent to  allow  new  experiments 
aimed  at  expanding  foe  provi- 
sion of  GP  services. 

Peers  also  passed  foe  Social 
Security  Administration 
(Fraud)  Bill,  which  allows 
counciLs  and  government  de- 


partments to  combat  benefit 
fraud  by  cross-checking  their 
computer  records. 

The  Building  Societies  (Dis- 
tributions) Bill  passed  its  final 
stage  in  the  Lords  and  should 
receive  Royal  Assent  today. 
The  measure  is  designed  to 
ensure  disabjed  and  elderly 
investors  receive  their  share  of 
foe  windfalls  arising  from  foe 
conversion  of  building  societ- 
ies to  banks. 

In  foe  Commons,  MPS  ap- 
proved Lords  amendments  to 
the  Public  Entertainments  Li- 
cences (Drug  Misuse)  Bill. 
Following  a Home  Office  con- 
cession. foe  amendments  wat- 
er down  the  proposals  to  allow 
councils  to  close  down  night 
dubs  where  there  is  a serious 
drugs  problem. 

MPs  also  agreed  Lords' 
amendments  to  the  Crime  and 
Punishment  (Scotland)  Bill 
which  will  now  go  for  Royal 
Assent.  The  measure  intro- 
duces automatic  life  sentences 
for  offenders  who  commit 
three  violent  or  sexual  crimes 
and  increases  sentencing  pow- 
ers of  the  Scottish  courts. 


THE  dotting  of  human  beings 
should  be  banned,  but  foe 
door  left  open  for  possible  uses 
of  foe  technique  in  medicine, 
foe  Science  and  Technology 
Committee  of  foe  House  of 
Commons  has  recommended. 

In  a report  published  yester- 
day. foe  committee  warned 
that  exaggerated  reactions  to 
Dolly  — foe  cloned  sheep 
produced  at  the  Roslin  Insti- 
tute in  Edinburgh  — could 
obscure  the  potential  benefits 
of  foe  technique. 

“This  is  a very  significant, 
original  piece  of  science  that 
reflects  great  credit  on  British 
science.”  Sir  Giles  Shaw, 
chairman  of  foe  committee, 
said.  “Tie  media  furore  say- 
ing that  human  cloning  was 
just  around  foe  comer  helped 
to  diminish  this  work." 

The  committee  concludes 
that  foe  regulations  governing 
cloning  research  in  Britain  are 
appropriate,  but  that  doubts 
remain  over  whether  foe  use 
of  foe  form  of  cloning  devel- 
oped at  Roslin  is  forbidden  in 
humans.  This  is  because  the 
1990  Human  Fertilisation  and 


Embryology  Act  specifically 
refers  to  dotting  using  embry- 
os, while  the  Roslin  technique 
uses  adult  cells. 

The  HFEA  and  the  Health 
Department  are  seeking  legal 
advice  over  whether  the  act 
does  cover  foe  new  technique, 
but  foe  committee  says  that  to 
make  sure,  foe  act  should  be 
amended. 

“While  counsel’s  opinion 
will  clarify  foe  position,  it  will 
obviously  not  be  a binding 
interpretation  of  foe  law,”  foe 
report  concludes.  “It  is  not 
satisfactory  for  issues  as  mo- 
mentous as  this  to  be  left  until 
they  are  decided  through  test 
cases.  We  recommend  that  foe 
Act  should  be  amended  to 
ensure  that  foe  Roslin  tech- 
nique comes  within  its  scope." 

While  it  opposes  human 
cloning,  foe  committee  says 
that  the  technique  could  pro- 
duce cells  or  organs  for  medi- 
cal purposes. 

“It  might  be  acceptable  to 
produce  human  cells  at  foe 
petri  dish  level,"  said  Dr 
Lynne  Jones,  a member  of  the 
committee. 


The  hoax  skeleton  in  Arthur  Conan  Doyle’s  cupboard 


By  Daniel  McGrory 

THE  finger  of  suspidon  was  pointed 
ar  Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle  yesterday 
as  science’s  greatest  hoaxer,  foe  man 
who  fooled  foe  world  with  foe 
discovery  or  Piltdown  Man. 

Rival  academics  using  detective 
skills  worthy  of  Sherlock  Homes, 
Conan  Doyle's  master  detective, 
were  presenting  their  conflicting 
evidence  in  London. 

The  discovery  of  "foe  earliest 
Englishman"  in  a gravel  pit  in 
Sussex  in  1912  supposedly  proved  foe 
missing  link  between  man  and  ape 
and  was  to  fool  sdence's  finest  minds 


for  over  40  years.  Long  since  satisfied 
that  Piltdown  Man  was  a crude 
forgery,  scientists  now  cover  their 
embarrassment  by  an  annual  battle 
to  unmask  foe  hoaxer. 

Richard  Milner,  a scientific  histori- 
an from  foe  American  Museum  of 
Natural  History,  believes  Conan 
Doyle  even  left  us  dues  as  to  his  guilt 
in  his  adventure  books.  He  is 
convinced  foe  author  planted  foe 
skull  as  his  revenge  on  the  sdentiflc 
establishment  by  offering  them  proof 
of  what  they  wanted  to  believe  about 
mankind's  ancestry. 

Copnan  Doyle  lived  near  the 
excavation  site  and  was  a familiar 


figure  at  foe  Piltdown  golf  course.  He 
was  said  to  have  littered  his  dinosaur 
adventure  book  Lost  World  in  1912 
with  clues  about  his  hoax. 

The  sdentific  saga  had  begun  the 
previous  summer  when  Charles 
Dawson,  a country  solicitor  and 
amateur  archaeologist,  was  handed 
an  unusually  thick  skullbone  found 
by  a farm  labourer.  Excited  by  the 
discovery.  Dawson  began  digging  in 
foe  gravelpit  and  a year  later  found 
foe  now  infamous  apelike  jawbone  — 
the  supposed  missing  link. 

Professor  Brian  Gardiner,  presi- 
dent of  the  Linnean  Society  of 
London,  said  yesterday:  "I  remain 


convinced  Piltdown  Man  was  a 
glorious  joke  that  simply  got  out  of 
hand." 

However,  Piltdown  Man  remained 
scientific  fact  until  1953,  when  Profes- 
sor Gardiner  was  a young  student 
working  in  the  Natural  History 
Museum.  Senior  academics  there 
decided  to  take  a more  critical  look. 
They  promptly  pronounced  ir  a 
forgery  with  a cleverly  fused  mixture 
of  a human  skull  and  an  orangutan 
jaw,  which  had  been  stained  to  give  it 
the  appearance  of  age. 

Since  then  scientists  have  wran- 
gled over  the  identity  of  the  hoaxer 
and  had  al  foe  last  count  a list  of  27 


suspects.  The  Linnean  society  has 
taken  the  lead  in  this  scientific 
whodunnit. 

At  yesterday's  debate,  staged  as 
parr  of  National  Science  Week. 
Richard  Milner  explained  how  foe 
battle  between  spiritualists  like  Co- 
nan Doyle  and  the  materialist  scien- 
tists was  the  motive  far  the  hoax. 

“Conan  Doyle  was  embittered  by 
the  prosecution  and  trial  of  Henry 
Slade,  an  American  and  one  of  his 
favourite  sidekicks,  and  was  frankly 
fed  up  at  being  ridiculted  by  scien- 
tists. Piltdown  Man  was  Conan 
Doyle's  chance  to  teach  foe  scientists 
a thing  or  to  about  evidence." 


MoD  attacked  over 
Gulf  War  syndrome 

The  Ministry  of  Defence  was  severely  criticised  by  MPs  - 
yesterday  over  its  handling  of  Gulf  War  illnesws  affeOmg  / 
more  than  1,000  people.  The  Commons  Defend  Committee 
said  that  the  ministry's  approach  Had  been  influenced  by  a 
"culture  of  denial",  and  it  was  a matter  of  deep  regret  tbatso.  . 
many  veterans  had  been  left  to  seek  rompensatiom  through 
the  courts.  Those  exposed  to  toxic  organophosphate 
pesticides  should  receive  ex-gratia  paym^ts.  . 

The  MPS  highlighted  the  failure  of  MoD  officials  to  warn, 
ministers  about  the  pesticides,  but  also  expressed  surprise  - 
that  the  ministers  Nicholas  Soames  and  Earl  Howe  had  not 
been  more  inquisitive  about  their  use. 

Luxury  life  ‘on  expenses" 

A chief  officer  who  collected  council  rents  in  one  of  the. . 
poorest  inner  dty  areas  in  Britain  used  public  funds  to 
subsidise  an  expensive  lifestyle,.  according  to  a report  fay 
auditors  at  Labour-controlled  Islington  Council,  London.  It 
showed  that  foe  chief  rent  officer  paid  a builder  £96JX)0  to  fit 
out  a luxurious  new  office  and  spent  a further  £35,000  on*:, 
furniture  for  iL  Her  expenses  included  a fiidge  freezer, 
television  and  video  recorder,  sofa  and  holiday  facilities. 

Bletchley  Park  plea 

Baroness  Trumpington,  a Government  Whip  in  the  House 
of  Lords  who  served  at  Bletchley  Park  during  the  Second 
World  War.  was  urged  by  peers  to  help  to  save  foe  secret 
codebreakers'  headquarters  near  Milton  Keynes  as  a 
museum.  Asked  by  Viscount  Montgomery  of  Afamehv- 
patron  of  the  Bletchley  Park  Trust,  whetherthe  Government 
believed  that  the  park  should  become  a national  monument,  . 
she  said  that  she  hoped  it  would  be  preserved.  • . 

Spice  for  Channel  5 j 

Channel  5 has  recruited  the  Spice  Girls  to  head  its  launch  onfl| 
March  30.  The  five-girl  pop  group  will  be  the  first  to  appear  3 
on  the  opening  night  in  a promotional  video  featuring  a- 
remake  of  Manfred  Mann’s  1960s  hit  S-4-3-2-1.  Also 
rumoured  to  be  making  a comeback  on  the  new  channel  is 
Roland  Rat  who  was  brought  in  to  boost  viewing  figures  on 
TV-am.  The  puppet  could  join  the  weekend  children's 
programme  The  Mag. 

Singer’s  ex-lover  jailed 

The  former  lover  of  foe  pop  star  GabrieUe  was  jailed  for  life  *< 
at  Nottingham  Crown  Court  for  murdering  his  stepfather  4 
and  chopping  off  his  head  with  a Samurai  sword.  Anthony  * 
Antoniou,  31,  of  Sheffield,  and  Timothy  Redhead,  29,  ai  i 
Wood  house,  Sheffield,  had  both  denied  murdering  Walter  • 
McCarthy,  59.  Redhead  was  jailed  for  three  years  after 
admitting  assisting  Antoniou  in  foe  disposal  of  Mr 
McCarthy’s  head. 

Britons  keep  growing 

The  height  of  the  average  Briton  could  rise  by  five  inches  • 
(13cm)  over  the  next  few  generations,  according  to  an  Amer- 
ican professor.  Better  nourished  mothers  and  a fall  in  smo- 
king during  pregnancy  will  produce  healthier  babies.  Prof- 
essor Robert  FogeL  from  Chicago  University,  told  a meeting, 
in  London.  Humans  had  a long  way  to  go  before  reachihg; 
their  optimum  height  size  or  life  expectancy,  be  said. 

Minister’s  son  banned 

Alexander  Bonsor,  right  20. 
son  of  Sir  Nicholas  Bonsor. 
the  Tory  minister,  was 
banned  from  driving  for  14 
months  and  ordered  to  pay 
fines  and  costs  totalling 
E640  for  a drink-driving 
"escapade".  Bristol  magis- 
trates were  told  that  officers 
saw  sparks  flying  from  un- 
derneath the  student's  Ford 
Sierra  and  found  Bonsor 
driving  with  eight  fellow 
Bristol  University  students, 
including  two  in  the  booL 

Race  to  the  death 

The  counto'-soldest  and  oddest  horse  race  had  an  unhappy 
ending  yesterday  when  the  winning  horse  collapsed  Sid 
died  after  crashing  into  a parked  car.  Sunny,  a nine-year-old 
mare,  failed  to  pull  up  after  passing  the  winning  post  in  foe 
471st  running  of  the  4la-miJe  Kiplingcoles  Derbyin  east 

•!  tf’*I!?‘,Uaps€d  of  an  apparent  heart  attack.  Its 
jockey.  Sheila  Ashby,  was  unhurt. 
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Central  heating 
breakdown? 


No  problem  - 
with  service  cover 
from  British  Gas 
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Celsia  Three  Star  Service  Cover  from  British  Gas  is  all  the  protection  you  need.  Help 
from  one  of  our  highly  trained  engineers  is  always  just  a phone  call  away.  Our  Priority 
Breakdown  Helpline  is  open  24  hours  a day.  365  days  a year.  Our  cover  includes  an 
annual  diagnostic  service  and  safety  check,  priority  attention,  call  out,  parts  and  labour.* 


'.v:\  re  me  freer, 


It's  our  probiem;  For  a leaflet  and  spp.ica-.ion'forr  ca.'i  us  now.  or  return  the  coupon. 

CALL  0345  754  754 


■mu  W»  a Ctea  Thm*  sto  S4rv«  Cow 

toanw  and  appHcstton  tom.  . 


British  Gas 
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Law  lord’s  son  waged  vendetta 

Vandal  barrister 
scratched  cars 
in  revenge  attacks 


Bv  Joanna  Bale  and  Frances  Gibb 


THE  barrister  son  of  a former 
law  lord  faces  professional 
disgrace  after  he  repeatedly 
vandalised  two  rare  belonging 
to  neighbours  after  a parking 
dispute. 

Police  arrested  Hugh  Dono- 
van. 63.  after  setting  up  a 24- 
hour  surveillance  camera 
which  recorded  him  creeping 
out  of  his  house  at  night  to 
scratch  a Porsche  911  and  a 
Range  Rover  belonging  to 
Mark  and  Tracy  Girling.  The 
cars  were  parked  in  an  afflu- 
ent tree-lined  street  in  Fulham, 
southwest  London,  where  resi- 
dents say  parking  is  at  a 
premium  because  the  houses 
do  not  have  drives. 

During  interviews  with  de- 
tectives, Donovan  admitted 
damaging  the  cars  with  keys 
on  eight  separate  occasions 
and  may  be  disbarred  at  a Bar 
Council  disciplinary  hearing. 
West  London  Magistrates' 
Court  was  told  on  Wednesday 
that  Mr  and  Mrs  Girling 
complained  to  police  that  their 
cars  had  been  repeatedly 
vandalised  outside  their 
£450.000  terraced  Victorian 
home  since  an  argument  with 
Donovan  in  the  street  on 
December  23, 1995. 

Adrian  Foster,  for  the  prose- 
cution. said  Donovan  admit- 
ted damaging  die  cars  for 
revenge  after  an  altercation 
where  he  "called  into  question 
their  parking  and  driving 
ability”.  Donovan,  who  was 
called  to  the. Bar  in  1959  but 
stopped  practising  as  a barris- 
ter six  years  ago.  pleaded 
guilty  to  two  counts  of  crimi- 
nal damage.  Dressed  in  a pin- 
striped suit,  he  told  die  court 
that  he  was  represen fing  him- 
self  and  handed  over  a letter  of 
mitigation  to  the  magistrate 
Dudley  Thomas,  which  was 
not  read  out  When  asked  to 
explain  his  financial  riraim- 
stanees.  he  handed  over-- a 
fetter  from  his  accountant. 

Mr  Thomas  said;  “Taking 
into  account  the  natters  you 
have  put  before  me.  1 will  take 
a preventative  course  of  action 
to  make  sure  you  do  not  do 


this  activity  again."  Donovan 
was  given  a two-year  condi- 
tional discharge  with  £30 
court  costs.  He  was  also 
ordered  to  pay  £7.441  compen- 
sation to  the  Giriings  which  he 
said  he  could  pay  within  three 
months. 

The  barrister,  who  lives 
seven  doors  down  from  the 
Giriings  with  his  wife  Marga- 
ret. a schoolteacher,  has  two 
adult  children.  A Bar  Council 
spokesman  said:  “There  is  a 
possibility  he  could  be  dis- 
barred as  a result  of  that 
hearing.” 

Residents  in  the  a narrow 
road  lined  with  Victorian  ter- 
raced houses,  said  that  park- 
ing was  often  a problem 
because  there  was  only  room 

C People  do  get 
very  wound  up 
about  not  being 
able  to  park 
near  their 
bouses  3 


for  one  car  per  household. 
James  Stafford  said;  “Many 
people  here  own  two.  even 
three  cars  per  household,  so  it 
is  a terrible  problem  in  the 
evenings  when  everyone 
comes  home  from  work. 

“People  do  get  very  wound 
up  about  not  being  able  to 
park  near  their  houses.  My 
car  has  been  accidentally 
scratched  a couple  of  times  by 
people  trying  to  squeeze  into 
tiny  spaces.  However,  that 
does  not  justify  vandalism.  It 
is  a common  problem  of  living 
in  the  middle  of  a big  city." 

Another  neighbour,  who  de- 
clined to  be  named,  added; 
“Mr  Donovan  is  a very  vola- 
tile man  and  I have  had  run- 
ins' with  him  myself.  He  has 
even  banged  on  the  door  to 
complain  about  my  television 
being  too  loud."  Another  add- 


ed: “He  is  a lovely  man.  We 
have  known  him  for  the  last  18 
years.  They  are  a fine  upstand- 
ing Catholic  family.  It  is 
extremely  sad  for  him.  1 am 
sure  he  will  be  devastated." 

Mr  and  Mrs  Girling  were 
abroad  on  a skiing  holiday 
and  unavailable  for  comment, 
bur  one  neighbour  said:  "They 
are  a nice  young  couple  with  a 
small  baity.  This  has  been  a 
nightmare  for  them  and  they 
are  just  glad  it  is  all  over." 

Donovan's  father.  Lord 
Donovan,  was  a Law  Lord  as 
well  as  being  chairman  of  ihe 
Royal  Commission  on  Trade 
Unions  and  Employers'  Asso- 
ciations. 

Apart  his  judicial  career 
(High  Court  from  1950-60. 
Court  of  Appeal  from  I960  to 
1963  and  a Law  Lord  from 
(963)  ihe  (ate  Lord  Donovan 
was  active  in  Labour  politics. 

In  1950  he  was  elected  for 
North  East  Leicester  and 
while  the  Labour  Party  was 
still  in  power  was  offered  a 
judgeship.  But  it  was  his 
chairmanship  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Trade  Unions 
and  Employers’  Associations 
which  made  his  name. 

The  Donovan  report,  as  it 
was  known,  was  the  first  into 
the  problems  of  industrial 
relations  for  more  than  60 
yean  and  was  set  up  becasue 
of  the  rise  in  the  number  of 
strikes.  But  the  report  rejected 
strong  legislative  regulation  of 
industrial  relations.  He  died, 
aged  73.  in  1971. 

Ironically  in  Donovan's 
time  at  the  Bar.  at  which  he 
became  known  for  his  work  in 
planning  disputes,  the  barris- 
ter found  himself  in  one  of  his 
last  cases  acting  on  behalf  of  a 
group  of  residents  complain- 
ing about  neighbourhood  traf- 
fic and  noise. 

In  April  1990.  he  acted  in  a 
feud  between  Terence  Dono- 
van. the  photographer,  and 
Jayne  Mynors,  the  headmis- 
tress of  the  exclusive  Kensing- 
ton kindergarten  where 
Princes  William  and  Harry 
started  school. 


‘Blessing 
traumatised 
boy  of  12’ 

By  Ruth  Gledhol 

A BOY  aged  12  was  so 
traumatised  by  a church 
youth  weekend  that  he  was 
unable  to  eat  for  24  hours  and 
could  speak  only  in  monosyl- 
lables, according  to  a report 
today  in  The  Church  Times. 

Eleanor  Theyer  said  her  son 
Adam  suffered  a charismatic 
"indoctrination"  when  he  lost 
consciousness  after  two  wor- 
ship leaders  laid  hands  on  his 
head  and  body  during  a 
weekend  organised  by  her 
local  church.  Although  the 
church  was  not  Anglican,  the 
phenomenon  involved,  known 
as  the  Toronto  Blessing,  is 
spreading  throughout  the 
evangelical  wing  of  the  estab- 
lished Church.  When  the 
blessing  is  invoked  worship- 
pers jump  up  and  down,  faint, 
laugh  or  bark  like  dogs. 

Writing  under  an  assumed 
name  to  protect  her  son’s 
identity.  Mrs  Theyer  com- 
pared the  events  of  the  church 
weekend  to  the  mind-control 
techniques  of  cults.  “I  had 
never  heard  of  the  Toronto 
Blessing,"  she  said.  “My 
feeling  on  learning  of  what 
had  happened  was  one  of 
outrage.  I felt  that  my  child 
had  been  abused.1" 

Mrs  Theyer  complained  to 
her  minister,  who  contacted 
the  youth  leaders  concerned. 
They  promised  that  the  Toron- 
to Blessing  would  no  longer  be 
invoked  during  youth  ac- 
tivities. 


Elegant  widow,  74, 
was  the  victim  of 
ritualistic  killing 


By  Lin  Jenkins 


AN  ELEGANT  wealthy  wid- 
ow who  was  half  stripped, 
bound  hand  and  foot  and 
stabbed  to  death  was  the 
victim  of  a ritualistic  killing, 
police  said  yesterday. 

Alice  Rye.  74.  died  after 
letting  her  attacker  into  her 
detached  home  in  the  village 
of  Spital.  Merseyside.  There 
were  no  signs  of  a struggle  but 
she  was  taken  into  the  spare 
bedroom,  her  hands  tied  be- 
hind her  lack,  a bandage  put 
round  her  neck,  and  stabbed 
in  the  chest. 

Police  said  elements  to  her 
injuries  suggested  that  the 
killing  in  December  was  ritu- 
alistic with  a sexual  motive, 
but  would  not  say  if  they 
believed  there  were  religious 
or  satanic  overtones. 

Detectives  said  that  Mrs 
Rye  had  meetings  in  a pub 
during  foe  two  years  before 
she  died  with  a man  in  his  60s 
who  was  unknown  to  her 
family  and  friends.  They  is- 
sued an  artist's  impression  of 
the  well-dressed  man.  The 
couple  used  to  meet  in  the 
lounge  of  a pub  on  the  edge  of 
a council  estate  dose  to  the 
M53,  about  fen  miles  from  her 
home. 

Mrs  Rye,  the  widow  of  a 
company  director,  used  to 
accompany  her  husband  on 
business  trips  to  China.  Africa 
and  Japan,  She  was  described 


as  was  strikingly  attractive 
and  immaculately  dressed. 

Staff  and  customers  of  the 
Twenty  Row  Inn,  Wallasey, 
recall  the  elderly  couple  who 
differed  from  the  usual  clien- 
tele as  they  sat  in  an  alcove 
having  ordered  a pint  of  bitter 
and  a glass  of  white  wane. 

Defective  Chief  Inspector 
George  Denton  said  the  man 
appeared  refined,  smartly 
dressed  and  well-spoken,  with 
a round  face  and  white  thin- 
ning hair.  “The  visits  were  in 
the  afternoon,  midweek,  but 
there  was  never  any  regular 
pattern."  he  said.  “The  pub 
concerned  could  have  been 
some  midway  meeting  point 
for  Alice  and  some  former 
colleague.  This  is  not  the 
typically  the  type  of  pub  she 
would  frequent, 

“Suggestions  that  these 
meetings  might  have  been 
clandestine  trysts  with  a gen- 
tleman are  pure  speculation.  If 
could  be  that  the  pub  was  a 
convenient  halfway  point  at 
which  she  arranged  to  meet 
up  with  a personal  friend  from 
her  past  or  business  associate. 

“Certainly  at  their  age  we 
would  consider  any  friendship 
which  she  pursued  was  purely 
platonic.  We  have  gor  to 
remain  open-minded  about  it. 
but  if  this  man  can  be  ruled 
out  of  our  inquires  it  will 
certainly  assist  us.“ 


Teenage 
mother 
wins  court 
backing 
for  truancy 

Bv  David  Charter 
EDUCATION  CORRESPONDENT 

MAGISTRATES  yesterday 
gave  their  hacking  to  a 
schoolgirl  mother  who  has 
skipped  lessons  for  the  past  18 
months  to  look  after  her  son. 
Kelly  Turner  was  13  when  she 
fell  pregnant  and  last  attend- 
ed lessons  two  months  before 
the  boy,  Jake,  was  bom. 

Kelly's  mother,  33-year-old 
Mandy  Turner,  was  cleared 
of  failing  to  send  her  back  to 
Mufeffefield  School  in  Gains- 
borough. Lincolnshire,  after 
the  birth.  The  Turner  family 
successfully  claimed  they 
were  offered  no  adequate 
long-term  care  for  Jake,  leav- 
ing Kelly  with  no  alternative 
but  to  stay  at  home  to  look 
after  him. 

Lincolnshire  County  Coun- 
cil, which  brought  the  prose- 
cution. claimed  the  family 
were  determined  all  along  to 
oppose  all  its  help  and  said  it 
feared  the  case  created  a 
significant  precedent  It 
raised  the  spectre  of  educa- 
tion authorities  losing  the 
power  to  order  the  hundreds 
of  schoolgirls  who  fall  preg- 
nant every  year  back  into  the 
classroom. 

Kelly,  who  lives  with  her 
mother,  said:  **I  told  the 
council  1 would  go  bade  to 
school  but  only  if  they  would 
help  me  provide  proper  care 
for  Jake." 

Mrs  Turner,  who  faced  a 
possible  fine  of  up  to  £1.000 
or  a jail  sentence  if  convicted, 
said  that  the  family  were 
relieved  the  case  was  over. 
Mrs  Tomer  said:  "Kelly  al- 
ways stated  that  she  wanted 
to  go  back  to  school  if  they 
could  provide  her  with  a 
permanent  minder.  But  she 
was  left  with  no  alternative 
but  to  stay  off  because  they 
would  only  provide  help  for 
two  months. 

“Her  son  comes  first,  and 
she  was  not  going  to  have 
him  passed  between  people 
like  a parcel.  What  sort  of 
mother  would  1 have  been  if  I 
had  stopped  her?" 

Andrew  Jay.  the  family’s 
solicitor,  said:  "The  council 
refused  to  offer  long-term 
assistance  in  looking  after 
Jake,  and  then  to  add  insult  to 


Kelly  Turner  and  her  son.  Jake:  she  has  not  attended  dass  since  her  pregnancy 


injury,  they  actually  prosecut- 
ed Kelly's  mother." 

Lincolnshire  soda!  services 
offered  to  provide  two 
months  of  childcare  for  the 
baby  and  the  school  was 
willing  to.  rearrange  Kelly's 
lessons  to  fit  in  with  her  own 
babysitting  plans.  Jeff 
Deakin.  the  county's  educa- 
tion director,  said  he  thought 


the  decision  by  the  town's 
magistrates  “went  against  the 
law  of  (he  land". 

However  the  council  does 
not  plan  to  appeal  because 
Kelly  turns  16  in  a few  weeks 
and  wffl  be  legally  allowed  to 
leave  school 

Mr  Deakin  said:  "This  case 
could  be  of  significance  up 
and  down  the  land.  Magis- 


trates, in  considering  the 
balance  between  Kelly  in  her 
role  as  a parent  and  Kelly  in 
her  role  as  a pupil  has 
coocluded  it  is  the  former  that 
must  take  precedence." 

The  Department  for  Edu- 
cation last  night  said  that  it 
was  unable  to  comment  until 
it  had  received  details  of  the1 
case. 


Man  of  75 
denies 
attack  on 
woman 
aged  84 

By  A Staff  Reporter 

A WAR  veteran  aged  ?5 
punched  a woman  of  84  in  the 
face  when  she  tried  to  break 
up  a dispute  he  was  having 
with  her  son,  a court  was  told 
yesterday.  Marguerite  Camer- 
on plunged  into  a Sower  bed, 
suffering  cuts  to  her  face  and 
knee,  and  bruises  to  her  chest, 
it  was  claimed. 

Her  alleged  assailant.  Phil- 
ip Butler,  was  arrested  by 
police  and  told  them  he  was 
also  assaulted,  with  a rubber 
dustbin  lid.  Mr  Butler,  of 
Basingstoke.  Hampshire,  de- 
nies assaulting  Mrs  Cameron, 
causing  her  actual  bodily 
harm. 

Andrew  Barnet,  for  the 
prosecution  at  Winchester 
Crow-71  Court,  said  the  inci- 
dent happened  on  a pathway 
behind  Mr  Butler's  home 
when  council  workmen  began 
cutting  down  trees.  There  was 
a dispute  between  Mr  Butler 
and  Mrs  Cameron's  son  Alan, 
a neighbour,  who  is  in  his 
fifties. 

Mrs  Cameron  saw  Mr  But- 
ler pushing  her  son  and  went 
out  and  told  them  to  stop.  Mr 
Barnet  said:  “Mr  Butler 
punched  her  in  the  face  suffi- 
ciently hard  to  push  her  back, 
causing  her  to  fall." 

Part  of  a garden  cane  be- 
came embedded  in  Mrs 
Cameron's  face  and  she  had  to 
have  an  operation  to  remove 
the  splinters.  After  his  arrest 
Mr  Butler  told  police  he  had 
been  pushed  and  fell  on  Mrs 
Cameron  by  a cadent 

“He  claimed  he  had  been  hit 
with  a rubber  dustbin  lid  by 
her  son."  Mr  Barnet  said.  Mrs 
Cameron,  now  in  a wheel- 
chair. told  the  court  that  her 
son  had  gone  out  to  talk  to  the 
council  workmen  to  try  to  stop 
them  cutting  down  the  trees. 
She  said  she  saw  Butler  get 
hold  of  her  son  by  the  shirt 
and  shake  him,  saying:  “111 
kill  you." 

Mr  Cameron  told  the  jury 
he  had  been  upset  to  see  the 
trees  being  cut  down.  When  he 
spoke  to  the  council  foreman 
he  was  told  that  Mr  Butler  had 
complained  about  falling 
branches' ' Mr  Butler  then 
suddenly  appeared  from  be- 
hind his  hedge  and  attacked 
without  provocation. 

The  trial  continues. 


Penguin  to 
settle  over 
royalties 

By  Robin  Young 

THE  estates  of  authors  includ- 
ing Virginia  Woolf  and  James 
Joyce  are  to  receive  more 
money  after  an  agreement 
reached  with  Penguin  Books 
over  the  payment  of  royalties. 

The  books  involved  in  the 
deal  returned  to  copyright  at 
die  beginning  of  fast  year 
when  the  European  Union 
opted  to  extend  copyright  to  70 
years  after  the  author's  death. 
Copyright  in  Britain  had  tra- 
ditionally been  50  years. 

Penguin  has  now  reached 
agreement  with  the  literary 
agents  A.  P.  Watt  and  the  Soci- 
ety of  Authors,  representing 
specific  literary  estates  includ- 
ing those  of  Woolf,  Yeats. 
Rudyard  Kipling.  Arthur  Co- 
nan Doyle  and  John  Buchan. 
The  terms  are  likely  to  prove  a 
model  for  rhe  industry. 

Margaret  Blum  an.  Pen- 
guin's contracts  director,  said 
yesterday  that  each  deal  var- 
ied slightly  but  that  Penguin's 
standard  terms  were  10  per 
cent  of  net  receipts,  meaning 
that  the  proportion  paid  in 
royalties  would  be  calculated 
after  discounts  allowed  to 
retailers,  which  in  Penguin's 
case  would  often  be  up  half  of 
the  wholesale  price. 

David  Campbell,  managing 
director  of  the  hardback  Ev- 
eryman Library,  said  that  he 
had  also  reached  the  basis  of 
an  agreement  which  he  hoped 
to  see  finalised  within  a few 
weeks. 


. Tagged  thief  used  monitor  as  free  phone 


By  Richard  Ford,  home  correspondent 


A THIEF  who  had  been  electronically 
tagged  tapped  into  the  BT  line  linked  to 
the  equipment  to  make  61  free  telephone 
caflsto  his  family.  Stewart  Palgmvewas 
a social  man  who  liked  making  calls  to 
his  mother  and  brother,  his  solicitor  told 
Norwich  magistrates  yesterday. 

The  bill  for  the  calls  made  by  p*|8rav^ 

i 32,ofHeathgate.Nmwicft,hadtobepai 

bv  cSgrafoT  the  firm  carrying  out  a 
lapping  experiment  throughout  Norfolk. 

tad  been 

fitted  with  an  electronic  bracelet  around 
tfTwrfct  and  a tdepheme  line  was 
installed  to  his  Sat  where  he  was  under 
' curfew  for  offences  of  theft  and  attempted 

^Joftn  m for  the  prosaai^^^ 

line  Into  the  fiat  was  attached  to  a 


monitoring  box  with  a fitted  antenna.  An 
electronic  signal  is  sen!  from  the  bracelet 
to  the  antenna  if  the  curfew  is  broken, 
which  Palgrave  did  on  several  occasions. 
The  information  is  transmitted  down  Ihe 
telephone  line  to  the  monitoring  station. 

Last  September  it  was  discovered  that 
Palgrave  had  been  tampering  with  the 
equipment.  Mr  Pitt  said;  “He  had 
interfered  with  it  so  he  could  make 
personal  telephone  calls  along  the  BT 
line,  ft  seems  he  had  another  line  and 
had  tapped  into  the  line."  He  said  that 
Ihe  calls  were  billed  ro  Geografix. 

Pal o ravc  had  also  snapped  (he  anten- 
na off  the  monitoring  box.  the  court  was 
told.  Katharine  Moore,  his  solicitor,  told 
the  court  dial  he  had  been  “curious” 
about  the  technology.  She  added:  "He  is 


a social  man.  He  was  phoning  his  mother 
or  brother".  Palgrave  led  a chaotic  and 
disorganise d life  and  was  unsuitable  for 
electronic  tagging  linked  to  a curfew 
order,  she  added.  He  broke  his  curfew  on 
14  separate  occasions,  once  for  just  six 
minutes. 

Magistrates  jailed  Palgrave  for  four 
months  after  being  told  of  his  "awful 
performance"  while  under  curfew.  He 
was  resentenced  for  the  original  offences 
for  which  he  had  been  curie wed  and  a 
separate  theft  he  admitted. 

Andrew  Hone,  head  of  monitoring 
services  with  Geografix,  said  outside  the 
court  “There  are  now  a number  of 
safeguards  on  the  lines  to  prevent  this 
happening. ! would  not  like  to  say  exactly 
how  he  did  ii“ 
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One  in  20 
needs  drink 
to  make  it 
through  day 

By  Jeremy  Laurance 

HEALTH  CORRESPONDENT 

ONE  in  20  people  cannot  get 
through  die  day  without  a 
drink  because  of  alcohol  de- 
pendence, according  to  a 
report. 

Twice  as  many  people  are 
addicted  to  alcohol  as  to  all 
other  legal  and  illegal  drugs 
and  rhe  level  of  dependence  is 
a major  social  and  medical 
problem,  the  charity  Alcohol 
Concern  says. 

The  report.  Measures  for 
Measures,  says  that  1 J million 
men  and  500.000  women 
drink  at  "very  risky"  levels  — 
defined  as  over  50  units  of 
alcohol  a week  (equivalent  to 
25  pints  of  ordinary  beer,  six 
bortles  of  wine  or  one  and  a 
half  bortles  of  spirits).  Recom- 
mended safe  limits  are  23 
units  a week  for  men  and  21 
units  for  women. 

Excessive  drinking  causes 
33.000  alcohol-related  deaths 
each  year  and  28.000  hospital 
admissions.  Alcohol  is  also 
involved  in  15  per  cent  of 
deaths  on  the  roads. 

Eric  Appleby,  director,  said: 
“While  it  is  clearly  important 
to  address  the  problems 
caused  by  drug  abuse,  we 
must  also  take  urgent  action  to 
tackle  alcohol  misuse  which  is 
ruining  the  lives  of  many  more  t 
people." 

The  charily  called  for  a 
national  strategy  to  combat 
alcohol  dependence,  including 
measures  to  curb  drinking 
among  the  young. 
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daughter  to 
stand  for 
Parliament 

By  Nicholas  Watt,  chief  Ireland  correspondent 


THE  pregnant  daughter  of 
Bernadette  McAliskey  entered 
rhe  election  campaign  yester- 
day with  an  announcement 
that  she  would  contest  her 
mother's  old  Mid-Ulster  seat 
from  a London  prison  cell. 

[n  a move  reminiscent  of  the 
successful  campaign  by  the 
late  hunger-striker  Bobby 
Sands  in  1981,  Raisin 
McAliskey  said  she  would 
attempt  to  oust  the  sitting 
Democratic  Unionist  MP  u 
she  is  still  in  jail  on  polling 
day.  The  move  angered  Sinn 
Fein,  jeopardising  the  chances 
of  their  candidate,  Martin 
McGuinness,  in  a seat  which 
he  had  high  hopes  of  winning. 

Miss  McAliskey.  25,  who  is 
seven  months  pregnant,  is 
being  held  at  Holloway  Prison 
‘awaiting  extradition  to 
Germany  on  charges  of  at- 
tempted murder  and  posses- 
sion of  explosives.  The  case  in 
linked  to  an  IRA  mortar  attack 
on  a British  Army  base  in 
Germany  last  June.  She  has 
been  refused  bail  while  she 


challenges  the  extradition.  In 
a statement  issued  by  her 
mother,  she  called  on  other 
nationalists  to  stand  aside  in 
die  predominantly  Catholic 
seat  to  give  her  a dear  run 
against  the  hardline  Rev  Wil- 
lie McCrea.  Her  mother,  the 
then  Bernadette  Devlin,  cap- 
tured Mid-Ulster  in  I960  at  the 
age  of  21. 

Sinn  Fein  issued  a terse 
statement  saying  that  nation- 
alists should  agree  on  a unity 
candidate  if  Miss  McAliskey’s 
anouncement  was  a “realistic 
proposition”.  However,  the 
SDLP  insisted  that  it  would 
contest  Mid-Ulster. 

Leading  members  of  Sinn 
Fein  were  understood  to  be 
furious  with  Mrs  McAliskey. 
Miss  McAliskey  could  eat  into 
Mr  McGuinn ess’s  vote  by 
attracting  support  from  both 
moderate  and  hardline  na- 
tionalists who  sympathise 
with  her  plight. 

Although  Catholics  account 
for  60  per  cent  of  the  constitu- 
ency’s population,  Unionists 
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Roisin  McAliskey  and  her  mother  their  decision  has  angered  Sinn  Fein,  which  hopes  to  win  mid-Ulster 


have  held  the  seat  for  more 
than  20  years  because  Sinn 
Fein  and  the  SDLP  both 
contest  the  seat  Mrs 
McAliskey.  who  stood  as  an 
independent  nationalist  was 
the  first  victim  of  the  split  vote 
in  February  1974  when  che 
SDLP  stood  against  her. 

The  tight  electoral 
arithmetic  means  that  Miss 
McAliskey  could  upset  Sinn 
Fein’s  strategy  of  winning  up 
to  three  seats  at  the  election. 
Gerry  Adams,  the  party  presi- 
dent is  widely  tipped  to  recap- 


ture West  Belfast  because 
boundary  changes  have 
worked  in  his  favour.  Mid- 
Ulster  is  second  on  the  party’s 
target  list  and  Sinn  Fein  could 
win  the  new  seat  of  West 
Tyrone  if  Unionists  fafl  to 
agree  on  a single  candidate. 
Sinn  Fein  knows  that  if  it  wins 
more  than  one  seat  the  new 
Government  will  face  tremen- 
dous pressure  to  hold  bilateral 
talks  with  the  party. 

Mrs  McAliskey  said  that 
her  daughter  had  derided  to 
contest  Mid-Ulster  to  put  pres- 


sure on  the  authorities  ro 
release  her  before  the  birth  of 
her  child.  Mrs  McAliskey.  49, 
said:  “in  the  face  of  the 
continued  refusal  of  the  Brit- 
ish court  to  acknowledge  her 
right  ro  bail  and  the  British 
administration's  racist  bellig- 
erence. insult  and  inhumanity 
»ve  fee)  this  may  be  her  only- 
opportunity  to  secure  her  re- 
lease before  the  birth  of  her 
child." 

Mrs  McAliskey’s  decision  to 
encourage  her  daughter  to 
stand  appeared  to  mark  her 


latest  skirmish  with  the  Sinn 
Fein  leadership.  The  former 
MP  was  a vehement  opponent 
of  the  IRA  ceasefire  and  fam- 
ously remarked  on  the  day 
thai’it  was  declared  in  August 
1994:  “The  war  is  over  and  the 
good  guys  Iosl" 

' In  a debate  on  the  peace 
process  in  West  Belfast,  just 
before  rhe  first  anniversary  of 
the  ceasefire  in  1995,  Mrs 
McAliskey  virtually  silenced 
Mr  Adams  when  she  stood  up 
and  asked:  “Gerry,  what  is 
your  plan  B?~ 


By  Pan  t el  McGrow 

all  22  players  in  a bad- 
tempered  football  match  faced  ^ 
being  sent  for  an  earfy  tern 
after  oneof  them  threatened  to  .. 
sue  the  referee  if  he  ended  up  -.j' 

injured.  , • 

The  official  halted  the  game  ' 
in  the  Jewson  Wessex  League  ; 
and  marched  to  the  rpuchhne-  \ 
for  a 20-minuie  consultation  - 
with  linesmen  about  his  JfigaL^. 
liability.  Confused  players?  ■ 
from  Tharcham  Town  and 
their  visitors,  Portsmouth  RN,  - -■ 
milled  about  as  the  referee.-; 
Andv  Young,  sought  assur-  - 
ances  that  he  was  indemnified 
from  prosecution.  . ' 

The  interruption  came  late  . 
in  the  second  half  after  the;  ^ 
Ftarcsrnourh  foil  back  shouted:- 
“I'm  going  to  sue  you.  ref,  if 1 \\ 
get  my  leg  busted.”  * -~  r\ 

As  the'  officials  consulted, 
both  managers  assured  them . £. 
they  would  not  be  hiring;.' 
barristers  in  the  event  Of  - 
injury.  The  referee  was  per-;;  - 
suaded  to  let  battle  recoin- 
mence  and  Thaicham  won  4-2. . 
The  full  back  survived- 
unscathed. 

Mr  Young  refused  to  can*-  " 
menc  yesterday.  The  Football-- 
Association  said:  “Anyone  can  - - 
sue  anyone  if  they  feel  so 
inclined-  But  our  rule  13  states,-  - 
*A  referee  shall  not  be-  held  : 
liable  for  any  kind  of  injury  ' 
suffered  by  player,  official,  or 
spectator.’”  If . a player - 
thought  a game  too  rough,  it  - - 
was  up  to  him  to  tell  his"-, 
captain  he  wanted  to  go  off.- 
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By  Kevin  Eason 

MOTOREVG  EDITOR 

THE  country's  busiest  motor- 
way is  to  become  the  widest 
after  the  Government  an- 
nounced plans  yesterday  to 
make  parts  of  the  M2S  six 
lanes  in  each  direction. 

The  12-lane  stretch  will  be 
on  the  west  side  of  the  London 
ring  road,  between  junction 
14.  die  Heathrow  airport  rum- 
off.  and  junction  15.  the  turn- 
off for  the  M4.  * 

Another  section,  between, 
junctions  12  and  14.  which 
links  the  M25  to  the  M3,  will 
be  widened  to  five  fanes  in 
each  direction-  The  M25  is 
already  four  lanes  wide  be- 
tween junctions  12  and  IS.  but 
is  often  jammed. 

John  Watts,  a Transport 
Minister,  gave  the  go-ahead 
for  the  £93  million  lane-widen- 
ing scheme,  which  he 
described  as  “an  important 
step  forward  in  the  relief  of 
congestion  for  this  very  busy 
motorway".  The  new  six-lane 
highway  would  mean  that  the 
M25  could  cope  with  traffic 
growth  into  the  next  century. 
The  derision  was  welcomed 
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by  motoring  *•  organisations; 
which  have  campaigned  for 
action  to  relieve  the  misery  of 
motorists  who  have  to  endure 
driving  on  Europe*  most  con- 
gested motorway.  Howeyejr. 
campaigners  against  plans  for 
si  new  fifth  terminal at Heath- 
row win  be  dismayed. ‘hit- 
proved  road  links  could  be  an 
important  factor  in  favour  of 
building  the  new  terminaL 
The  widening  scheme  is 
being  introduced  after  the 
Government  was  forced  to 
scrap  plans  for  A-road  links 
that  would  have  run  alongside 
the  M25,  effectively  creating  a 
14-lane  highway.. 
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> Wounded  fans  say  tactics  by  Portuguese  police  nearly  caused  another  Hillsborough 


Britain  demands 
explanation  on 
United  shootings 


By  John  Goodbody  and  Adrian  ; 


anes 


> THE  Foreign  Office  yesterday 
• demanded  a detailed  report 
from  Portuguese  police,  who 
opened  fire  on  Manchester 
united  fans  with  rubber  and 
plastic  bullets. 

Supporters  returning  from 
their  team’s  match  against  FC 
Porto  in  Oporto  on  Wednes- 
day night  complained  of  police 
brutality  that  left  18  fans 
needing  hospital  treatment 
Uefa,  the  European  football 
governing  body,  began  an 
inquiry  into  the  violent  events 
that  marred  United  $0-0  quar- 
ter final  dash,  which  was 
attended  by  10500  English 
supporters. 

Delfim  Passes,  the  Oporto 
police  chief,  said:  “We  fired 
plastic  and  rubber  pellets  in 
the  air  and  on  the  ground  to 
contain  die  English  fans.  We 
did  not  use  excessive  force.  We 
have  a dear  conscience." 
r He  told  a press  conference: 
“The  police  were  obliged  to  act 
because  of  the  situation  creat- 
ed by  ffie  United  fans.”  He 
said  that  18  police  officers  had 
beet  injured,  one  seriously,  as 
United  supporters  threw 
chunks  of  china  from  smashed 
stadium  lavatories. 

In  the  most  combustible 
incident  involving  an  English 
club  in  European  football 
competitions  since  the  1985 


HeyseJ  stadium  disaster,  fans 
also  alleged  chaotic  organis- 
ation. They  said  police  behav- 
iour might  have  caused 
another  Hillsborough  disas- 
ter. Fares  were  treated  for 
crush  injuries,  bruising  from 
batons  and  pellet  wounds. 

United,  which  won  the  two- 
leg  European  Cup  quarter- 
final tie  4-0  on  aggregate,  set 
up  its  own  investigation  while 
the  Foreign  Office  ordered  a 
full  report  from  Portuguese 
.police.  The  disciplinary  com- 
mittee of  Uefa  will  discuss  its 
independent  observer's  inves- 
tigation an  Tuesday. 

When  shocked  United  fans 
arrived  back,  on  charter  Sights 
at  Ringway  Airport.  Ashley 
Maddock,  15.  from  Chester, 
displayed  a foot-long  weal 
across  his  shoulders:  He  said: 
"People  were  bang  pushed  in 
a funnel,  and  they  could  see 
there  was  no  escape:  You 
either  took  your  chances  of 
being  crushed  or  faced  the 
police,  who  did  not  want 
anyone  to  leave  the  area.” 

Ken  Farrimond,  one  of  Uni- 
ted’s security  managers,  said: 
“It  could  have  been  another 
Hillsborough.”  He  described 
the  shepherding  of  thousands 
of  visiting  fans  down  a narrow 
cobbled  back-street  before  the 
game  to  just  three  turnstiles  as 


“a  recipe  for  trouble".  The 
problems  increased  inside  the 
stadium  before  the  game 
began.  Mrs  All  Crimes,  from 
Salford,  said  that  United  sup- 
porters were  crammed  into 
tightly  packed  pens  on  tower- 
ing terraces  and  they  had  to 
tear  away  fences  to  stop  them- 
selves being  crushed. 

Kevin  Jones,  28,  from  Wrex- 
ham. North  Wales,  was 
brought  off  a plane  in  a wheel- 
chair and  taken  by  ambulance 
to  Wyihenshawe  Hospital  af- 
ter being  hit  in  the  leg  by  a 
rubber  bullet,  fired  after  the 
game.  About  650  police,  inclu- 
ding the  riot  squad,  were  on 
duty,  supported  by  150  securi- 
ty officers  from  Manchester. 

“There  was  a crowd  of  us 
trying  to  get  out  of  a gate 
which  officials  would  not 
open,”  Mr  Jones  said.  “Sud- 
denly the  gates  were  opened 
and  we  saw  the  police  faring 
us  through  a gap  a couple  of 
feet  wide.  They  opened  fire 
without  warning.  I was  hit 
and  screamed  with  pain.  We 
had  done  nothing  wrong." 

Oporto  police,  who  in  the 
mid-1970s  were  involved  in 
another  shooting  incident 
when  four  Benfica  followers 
died,  at  first  denied  that  they 
had  used  plastic  pellets  to 
control  the  United  fans. 


A Manchester  United  supporter  with  a plastk  pellet  fired  by  police;  they  can  break  ffieskm  and  cause  shallow  wounds 


‘An  indiscriminate  weapon* 


A Can  shows  his  injury 


Bv  Adrian  Lee 

THE  plastic  pellets  fired  at 
Manchester  United  fans  are 
favoured  by  several  European 
police  forces.  About  a quarter 
of  an  inch  in  diameter,  they 
are  much  smaller  than  the 
plastic  baton  rounds,  com- 
monly described  as  bullets, 
used  in  Northern  Ireland. 
They  are  contained  in  car- 
tridges which  scatter  about  15 
pellets  when  fired. 

The  Bandli  anti-riot  pellets 
are  designed  to  be  shot  into 


the  ground  to  bounce  up  or  at 
legs.  They  can  break  the  flesh 
ana  leave  shallow  wounds. 
Supporters  in  Oporto  showed 
injuries  to  their  lower  bodies 
and  arms.  One  man  was  hit  in 
the  head. 

One  expert  said  yesterday 
that  he  was  amazed  that  die 
pellets,  which  travel  at  1,000ft 
per  second,  had  been  fired  at 
football  fans.  “They  are  totally 
indiscriminate  and  fired  from 
dose  range  can  do  a lot  of 
damage.  They  are  supposed 
to  bounce  up  into  limbs  but 


they  can  easily  hit  the  face  or 
the  eye.”  Hie  practice  of  firing 
into  die  ground  and  bouncing 
the  pellets  into  targets  is 
known  as  “skip  firing". 

In  Northern  Ireland,  16 
people  have  been  killed  and 
more  than  500  injured  by 
plastic  builds,  which  were 
first  used  in  1973.  They  have 
never  been  used  on  the  main- 
land. in  skilled  hands,  baton 
rounds  are  regarded  as  more 
accurate  than  pellets  and  it  is 
possible  to  pick  out  individual 
troublemakers. 


Alcohol  and  police  inexperience  made  trouble  predictable 


THE  portents  of  Oporto  went 
unheeded,  with  very  nearly  tragic 
consequences.  On  Tuesday  at 
Manchester  Airport,  even  at  8am, 
the  departure  , lounge  heaved  with 
loud  and  boisterous  Manchester 
United  fans,  and  you  would  not 
have  put  a lighted  match  to  the 
mouths  of  many.  Once  United’s 
charter  plane  had  readied  Oporto, 
they  were  there  again  by  the  score, 
cavorting  on  the  carousel  as 
United’S  players  waited ; for  their 
luggage. 

Where  was  the  security?  Adrian 
Titcombe,  the  football:  Association 
safety  officer,  was  in  attendance  as.  i 
an  observer,  and  a worried-man  he 
looked.  He  must  have  heard  tile 


uncannily  accurate  prediction  from 
Manila  Astie,  one  of  the  British 
Embassy  staff  from  Lisbon  sent  to 
monitor  the  event  and  to  attempt  to 
diffuse  the  situation  in  advance:  she 
said  there  would  be  10,000 
Manchester  fans  for  whom  only 
6,400  tickets  had  been  allocated. 

On  to  the  stadium,  to  the  main 
event  in  which  United  woe  to  be 
praised  for  ensuring  that  FC  ftjrto 
fired  only  blanks.  Immediately  out- 
side the  Estadio  Das  Antas,  one  saw 
the  first  riot  squad  excess.  A group 
of  youths  was  baying  at  the  militia, 
otic  officer  of  the  law  lost  his 
discipline  and  cracked  his  baton 
heavily  an  to  a shaven  head.  Before 
kick  off  the  score  was  20  injured. 


The  Portuguese  police  may  have 
been  unprepared , but  that  is  no  excuse 
for  the  drunken  misbehaviour  of  so 
many  English  football  fans,  says 
Rob  Hughes , chief  sports  writer 


three  taken  to  hospital  and  at  least 
one  with  baton  wounds. 

The  problem  outside  the  ground 
was  scarcely  known  to  us.  even 
though  security  staff  were  in  radio 
communication  throughout.  But  at 
the  end  of  the  game,  a red  flare  was 
lit  on  the  United  terracing.  Immed- 
iately afterwards  a rocket  was  fired. 


If  the  fans  were  all  innocent  why 
had  one  brought  such  a weapon, 
similar  to  the  rocket  which  killed  a 
spectator  at  Cardiff  Arms  Park  a 
few  seasons  ago?  . ' 

■ Within  seconds  of  that  we  heard 
the  first  volleys  of  gunfire.  There 
-were  two  specific  rounds.-  and 
though  some  officials  tried  to  shrug 


it  off  as  fireworks,  the  overworked 
medical  staffs  were  deployed  taking 
out  five  wounded  United  fans.  Even 
then  the  police  were  insisting:  “Not 
a single  shot  was  fired.” 

Even  then  some  of  the  walking 
wounded  were  showing  to  the  press 
the  pellets,  small  and  perfectly 
round  like  peas,  and  the  announce- 
ments. in  English,  were  repeatedly 
calling  for  calm,  instructing  the 
United  fo  Dowers  to  remain  in  their 
steel  cages  until  the  police  could 
ensure  their  safe  removal. 

But  it  was  tiie  police  themselves 
whom  the  fans  now  feared  and 
those  Mancunians  taken  away  in 
wheelchairs  were  too  frightenai  to 
give  their  names.  After  the  evacua- 


tion, Graham  Kelly,  the  FA  Chief 
Executive,  perpetuated  the  illusion 
of  English  innocents  being  fired 
upon  irrationally  by  foreign  police 
forces.  Mr  Kelly  had  not  been  on  the 
trip,  fait  he  took  tiie  judgment  that 
the  English  are  victims.  They  are, 
many  of  them,  but  when  wffi  tins 
country  stop  exporting  so-called 
supporters,  fuelled  by  drink  and 
without  legitimate  tickets,  and  then 
blame  foreign  police  forces  for  not 
coping  in  the  same  manner  as  our 
own? 

They  have,  abroad,  no  real  experi- 
ence. no  grounds  fully  monitored  by 
dosed  circuit  cameras,  and  not  the 
ease  of  language  or  the  past  history 
of  isolating  troublemakers. 


Bishops 
angry  at 
secret 
deal  on 
TV  ads 

By  Ruth  Gledhul 

RELIGION  CORRESPONDENT 

A LEADING  Church  of  Eng- 
land bishop  last  night  dis- 
tanced the  Church  hierarchy 
freon  a television  advertising 
campaign  organised  by  two 
dioceses  over  Easter. 

The  commercial,  which  fea- 
tures people  praying  while 
they  drive  a car.  wait  for  a bus 
or  visit  the  hairdresser,  has 
caused  a furious  debate 
among  Church  leaders,  who 
are  angry  that  they  were  not 
consulted.  Details  of  the 
advertisement  were  leaked 
to  Campaign  magazine 
yesterday. 

The  Bishops  of  Birmingham 
and  Lichfield  in  whose  dioces- 
es the  adverdsments  will 
appear,  knew  of  the  scheme, 
as  did  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  but  the  Archbish- 
op of  York  and  roost  of  five 
Church's  44  diocesan  bishops 
did  not.  The  Right  Rev  Nigel 
McCulloch,  Bishop  of  Wake- 
field and  head  of  the  Church’s 
communications  committee, 
said:  “This  advertisement 
alarms  me.  This  is  not  the 
Church  of  England.  I was 
absolutely  flabbergasted 
when  1 learnt  about  it  1 could 
not  believe  it.  after  all  we  have 
been  through  with  previous 
advertising  campaigns." 

As  head  of  the  communica- 
tions committee,  he  would 
have  expected  to  be  one  of  the 
first  to  know.  “Until  yesterday, 

1 knew  absolutely  nothing 
about  this  advertising  initia- 
tive," he  said.  “I  recognise  that 
it  is  an  attempt  by  individuals 
to  make  creative  use  of  tele- 
vision in  order  to  encourage 
people  to  go  to  Church.  But  I 
am  convinced  that,  as  far  as 
the  Church  of  England  is 
concerned,  we  simply  cannot 
go  on  creating  this  kind  of 
publicity  without  reference  to 
other  people  in  the  Church." 

Bishop  McCulloch  will  be 
calling  a meeting  of  all  those 
involved  in  church  advertising 
to  formulate  a coherent  policy 
for  the  future.  He  said:  "The 
impression  is  being  given  that 
what  these  two  dioceses  are 
doing  has  the  frail  backing  of 
the  Church  of  England.  But 
the  communications  commit- 
tee of  the  Genera]  Synod  had 
at  no  stage  been  informed 
about  this  initiative." 
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By  Michael  Hornsby,  agriculture  correspondent 


tens  of  thousands  of  people 
may  die  from  the  new  strain  of 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob  disease,  the 
brain  condition  linked  to  BSE, 
scientists  said  yesterday. 

A year  to  the  day  since  the 
Government  admitted  the 
likelihood  of  the  link,  the 
scientists  told  the  first  national 
conference  of  relatives  of  CJD 
victims  that  it  was  still  impos- 
sible to  predict  how  many 
people  were  likely  to  die.  “We 
sail  have  to  say  that  There  is  a 
range  from  the  odd  100  or  so 
cases  right  through  to  tens  of 
thousands,”  John  Patrison, 
Professor  of  Medical  Microbi- 
ology at  University  College 
London,  said. 

Dr  Pattison.  who  heads  rhe 
Government's  advisory  com- 
mittee on  CJD  and  BSE,  said 
at  Warwick  University  that 
the  number  of  cases  of  the  new 
strain  of  CJD  arising  in  the 
next  two  or  three  years  would 
be  crucial. 

On  March  20  last  year. 
Stephen  Dorrell,  the  Health 
Secretary,  disclosed  that  ten 
cases  of  a variant  of  CJD  with 
a distinctive  brain  pathology, 
had  probably  been  caused  by 
earing  beef  contaminated  with 
BSE.  Since  then  six  more  cases 
have  been  diagnosed. 

Peter  Smith.  Professor  of 
Tropical  Epidemiology  at  the 
London  School  of  Hygiene 
and  Tropical  Medicine,  said: 
“It  would  be  premature  to 
assume  that  there  would  be  no 


big  epidemic  of  the  new  strain 
of  CJD  simply  because  no 
more  than  lb  cases  had  teen 
confirmed  so  far." 

The  key  uncertainty.  Profes- 
sor Smith  said,  was  the  length 
of  the  incubation  period . If  this 
varied  widely  between  indi- 
viduals. there  could  be  a surge 
in  the  number  of  people  devel- 
oping the  disease.  “If  the 
number  of  cases  in  each  of  the 
next  three  years  is  roughly 
constant,  and  less  than  about 
20  a year,  a final  size  of  the 
epidemic  may  well  be  a few 
hundred  cases  or  less. 

“If  there  are  25  or  more 
cases  confirmed  tills  year, 
with  a doubling  or  tripling  in 
each  of  the  following  two 
years,  that  would  be  compati- 
ble with  ...  an  epidemic  of 
many  thousands  of  cases." 

Exposure  of  the  public  to 
contaminated  meat  is  thought 
to  have  occurred  in  the  mid- 
1980s  before  safeguards  were 
introduced,  suggesting  an  in- 
cubation period  of  about  ten 
years  in  those  who  have  died 
from  the  new  strain.  It  differs 
from  the  classical  form  of  the 
disease  in  attacking  people 
under  *10. 

The  scientists  said  if  a 
typical  in  cuba  non  period 
turned  out  to  be  no  more  than 
ten  to  15  years,  the  total  cases 
of  the  new  disease  would  be 
relatively  low.  But  it  was 
possible  that  those  who  had 
died  had  a genetic  susceptibil- 


ity which  caused  the  disease  to 
develop  more  quickly. 

Dr  Plattison  said:  “It  may  be 
thaf  the  cases  we  have  seen  so 
far  are  a small  group  of  people 
with  a short  incubation  per- 
iod. for  reasons  we  do  not 
understand,  and  that  the  peak 
of  the  disease  will  be  seen  in 
later  years." 

John  Collinge,  a specialist  in 
molecular  genetics  at  St 
Mary's  Hospital  Medical 
School  in  London,  told  the 
conference  that  the  evidence 
for  a link  between  BSE  and 
new-variant  CJD  was  "per- 
suasive" and  should  be  accept- 
ed as  “a  working  hypothesis". 
No  cure  for  CJD  was  in  sight. 
Professor  Collinge  said.  But 
some  forms  of  treatment  were 
worth  exploring.  The  most 
hopeful  was  the  use  of  drugs  to 
influence  the  behaviour  of  the 
mutant  prion  protein  thought 
to  cause  the  disease.  The 
disease  appeared  to  be  caused 
when  this  rogue  protein  at- 
tacked its  healthy  neighbours. 

The  conference  was  or- 
ganised by  the  CJD  Support 
Network,  set  up  two  years  ago 
to  help  families  of  victims  by 
the  Alzheimer's  Disease  Soci- 
ety. Dot  Churchill,  whose  son 
Stephen,  19.  was  the  first 
victim  of  the  new  variant  and 
who  died  in  May  1995,  said: 
“All  the  families  want  to  see  a 
full  independent  inquiry  into 
the  Government’s  handling  of 
BSE.” 
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How  statues  to  Darwin,  left  Brunei  and  Baird  might  look  along  The  Mall.  The  site  has  not  been  decided 


Scientists  pick  all-time  Top  50 


By  Aian  Hamilton 


ACADEMICS  were  consider- 
ing a monumental  challenge 
yesterday:  who  should  inhabit 
an  avenue  of  statues  honour- 
ing British  inventive  genius? 

Iain  Sproat,  National  Heri- 
tage Minister,  wants  to  recog- 
nise Britain's  long  history  of 
science  and  engineering 
achievement  to  mark  the  mil- 
lennium. The  trouble  is.  there 
are  so  many  candidates. 

Sir  Neil  Cossons.  director  of 
the  Science  Museum,  has 
agreed  to  chair  a committee  to 
draw  up  an  initial  list  of  50. 
The  site  is  undecided,  but 
might  be  on  the  South  Bank 
or  at  South  Kensington, 
among  the  museums  and 
colleges  built  on  the  proceeds 
of  the  IS5I  Great  Exhibition. 

Mr  Sproat  who  hopes  the 
scheme  will  be  funded  half  by 


Monumental  debate  to  choose 
the  statues  to  British  genius 


a National  Lottery  Millenni- 
um grant  and  half  by  private 
industry,  said:  "We  have  a 
proliferation  of  statues  to 
actors,  writers,  soldiers,  kings 
and  queens,  but  the  engi- 
neers, scientists  and  discover- 
ers whose  contribution  has 
been  equally  great  are  seri- 
ously under-represented." 

His  own  favoured  candi- 
dates include  the  agrarian 
reformer  Turnip  Townsend. 
Sir  Isaac  Newton.  James  Watt 
and  George  Stephenson  of  the 
steaun  engine.  Sir  Frank  Whit- 
tle of  the  jet  engine.  Sir 
Alexander  Fleming  of  penicil- 
lin, Sir  Christopher  Cockerell 
of  the  hovercraft  the  math- 


ematician Alan  Turing. 
Isambard  Kingdom  Brunei 
John  Logie  Baird  of  tele- 
vision, arid  Barnes  Wallis,  of 
the  bouncing  bomb. 

A straw  poll  of  scientists  by 
The  Times  yesterday  indicat- 
ed stong  support  for  the 
inclusion  of  Charles  Darwin, 
and  of  the  Victorian  math- 
ematician James  Clerk  Max- 
well. whose  contribution  to 
physics  is  regarded  as  being 
on  a par  with  Newton  and 
Einstein. 

Archie  Howie,  professor  of 
physics  at  Cambridge  Univer- 
sity. made  an  appeal  for  Lord 
Rutherford,  splitter  of  the 
atom,  JJ.  Thomson,  discover- 
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A diver  was  awarded  £266.000 
damages  at  fhe  High  Coun 
yesterday  for  an  "accident 
which  ended  his  career  as  an 
offshore  worker  in  the  North 
Sea.  Philip  Zammitt.  39.  was 
left  dangling  helplessly  in  S5 
metres  of  wafer  for  40  minutes 
after  developingcramp  during 
a six-hour  dive.  He  suffered  a 
psychiatric  injury  and  devel- 
oped a fear  of  water. 

Mr  Justice  Garland  agreed 
that  Stena  Offshore  allowed 
Mr  Zammitt  of  Southampton, 
to  become  so  tired  that  he  could 
nor  help  himself.  Mr  Zammitt 
said  afterwards  that  he  owed 
his  life  to  Stephen  Mudge, 
another  diver. 
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Arlington  Court,  near  Barn- 
staple, North  Devon,  was 
votkl  best  historic  house  in  the 
National  Heritage  Awards 
sponsored  by  the  pensions 
company  NPI.  The  1820s  Nat- 
ional Trust  building  is  the 
former  home  of  the  Chichester 
family.  The  previous  winner 
was  Chatsworth,  Derbyshire. 


Crane  boy  hurt 
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Dixons  Deal 


A 14-year-old  boy  suffered  leg 
injuries  when  he  was  run  over 
by  a mobile  crane  after  he  and 
five  other  teenagers  broke  into 
a Gloucester  building  site  and 
drove  the  machine  around.  He 
suffered  severe  cuts  and  was 
taken  to  Frenchay  Hospital, 
Bristol,  where  he  was  in 
satisfactory  condition. 
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Rustlers  have  taken  40  conti- 
nental cross-breed  steers  from 
the  Government’s  agricultural 
research  centre  at 
Hillsborough.  Co  Dawn.  They 
were  put  on  a trailer  during 
the  night.  A spokesman  for  the 
centre  said  the  cattle  were 
healthy  and  were  being  tested 
on  a range  of  diets. 
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Two  medals  awarded  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  George 
Biddulph,  whose  death  at  the 
second  relief  of  Lucknow  in 
1857  was  avenged  within  an 
hour  by  the  killing  of 
1,500  Indians,  fetched  £1.325 
at  a Phillips  auction  in 
London. 


Spiked  food 


Tinned  food  for  hedgehogs, 
designed  to  supplement  their 
diet  of  worms,  slugs  and 
beetles  through  the  summer, 
is  being  sold  at  Safeway 
stores.  The  cans  of  Spikes 
Dinner  contain  crushed  chick- 
en carcass  and  include  advice 
on  feeding  the  animals. 
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The  European  Communities 
1 Amendment)  Bill  was  spon- 
sored by  Uord  Pbarson  of 
Rannoch  and  not.  ^ reposed 

on  March  19,  by  Lord 
Taverne,  who  led  the  opposi- 
tion to  the  Bill. 


er  of  electrons,  and  Michael 
Faraday,  the  pioneer  of 
electricity. 

Sir  Arnold  Wolfendale,  pro- 
fessor of  experimental  physics 
at  the  Royal  Institution  and  a 
former  Astronomer  Royal 
nominated  the  astronomer  Sir 
John  HerscheL  discoverer  of 
the  plana  Uranus,  and  Sir 
Charles  Parsons,  the  New- 
castle engineer  who  invented 
the  steam  turbine. 

Dr  Miriam  Rothschild,  the 
eminent  biologist  loyally 
nominated  her  father, 
Charles,  who  died  in  1923: 
“He  invented  the  whole  con- 
cept of  nature  conservation." 

Several  scientists  said  that 
erecting  statues  to  the  dead 
was  a waste  of  effort  They 
said  the  money  would  be  put 
to  better  use  providing  schol- 
arships to  train  the  next 
generation  of  British  genius. 


SCIENTISTS  have  confirmed 
that  the  flu  virus  which  swept 
around  the  world  m .1918. 
killing  20  million  people,  origi- 
nared  in  pigs- , . V. 

Samples  taken  from  to 
lungs  of  a young  soldier  Wffo 
died  in  the ’epidemic  provided . 
enough  genetic  material  ip 
prove  the  hypothesis,  says  a' 
report  in  Science.  The  investi- 
gation, by  a team  at  the  US' 
Armed  Forces  Institute ofPa- 
thology,  was  made  more  diffi- 
cult by  the  way  flu  stores  its , 
gene  information  in  the  form* 
of  RNA  (ribonucleic  arid),  not" 
the  more  stable  DNA. 

Most  flu  viruses  are  her 
lieved  to  originate  in  buds,' 
usually  dudes.  They  are 
passed  to  pigs,  which  is  why  sb- 
many  originate  in  China;.* 
where  ducks  and  pigs  axt. 
raised  in  close  proximity. 

The  new  investigation 
shows  that  the  1918  virus,  -a, - 
particularly  virulent  one,  was 
completely  novel.  Hardest  hjt^ 
by  it  were  young  adults,  ■ 
usually  the  most  resistant  to 
flu  infection.  The  American - 
team  is  to  continue  examina- 
tion of  the  RNA  samples  to  try 
to  find  the  cause. 

John  Oxford,  of  the  London 
Hospital  Medical  College,  has 
begun  a similar  examination. 

A Canadian  team  plans  to  dig 
up  seven  miners  believed  to; 
have  died  of  the  191S  flu.  who 
are  buried  in  frozen  ground  in 
Norway.  They  hope  tire  bodies 

will  be  so  well  preserved  that . 
better  samples  can  be  . 
obtained. 
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No  sweat,  a little 


poison  can  be  good 


Medical  briefing 


TOXINS  in  botulism  may 
soon  be  used  to  dry  the  hands, 
feet  and  armpits  of  the  perpet- 
ually anxious  and  sweaty. 

Botulism  poisoning  mdy  de- 
velop from  four  hours  to  right 
days  after  taking  food  con  tam- 


ing. injections  are  given  into 
the  skin  25cms  apart  The 
Lancet  recently  reported  the 


case  of  a young  woman  whose 
drippingliands  prevented  her 
from  working.  Within  24 
hours  of  the  injection,  the  skin 
around  the  site  had  stopped 
sweating.  Within  a week,  the 
whole  palm  was  dry.  She 
suffered  no  recurrence  in  the 
next  3b  months,  but  it  is  not 
known  how  long  the  effect  will 
last.  Another  medical  journaL 
Medical  Monitor,  has  re- 
viewed similar  treatment  of 
excessively  sweaty  armpits. 

Patients  with  palm  injec- 
tions may  develop  a minimal 
muscle  weakness  in  the 
hands.  Doctors  are  warned 
that  injections  must  not  be 
given  at  the  same  time,  as 
certain  antibiotics,  and  that 
anaphylactic  reactions  — ■i.  ex- 
treme allergies  producing  col- 
lapse — have  been  recorded.  ' 


inated  with  the  organism. 
Practically  any  sort  of  food  is 


liable  to  contamination,  but 
badly  tinned  vegetables,  meat 
and  fish  are  often  the  culprits. 
Victims  develop  double  vision, 
drooping  eyelids  and  a dry 
mouth,  soot  followed  by  diffi- 
culty in  speaking  and  swal- 
lowing and  eventually  by  a 
paralysis  that  includes  mus- 
cles involved  in  breathing. 

Over  tile  past  few  years, 
preparations  of  botulinum 
raxin  have  been  used  for 
injection  so  as  to  deliberately 
paralyse  muscles,  such  as 
around  the  neck  and  eyes,  that 
have  gone  into  spasm  suffered 
involuntary  movements.  It  is 
also  used  in  cosmetic  medicine 
to  treat  those  whose  brows  are 
unnecessarily  furrowed. 

When  used  to  control  sweat- 
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■Officers  under  fire 
for  tolerating 
racism  in  Services 


a 

be  goos 


THE  Royal  Navy  has  been 
accused  of  tolerating  racism 
anti  not  being  entitled  to  call 
Jtself  an  equal  opportunities 
employer.  Efforts  to  recruit 
'jpiore  personnel  tram  tile  eth- 
'nic  minorities  were  denigrated 
as  “political  correctness”. 

In  a survey  of  the  Armed 
Services  ana  civil  servants 
working  for  the  Ministry  of 
Defence,  white  sailors  com- 
monly admitted  that  they  did 
not  think  black  people  were 
suitable  for  the  Royal  Navy.  It 
was  claimed  that  “they"  did 
not  like  water,  could  not  fight, 
and  lacked  educational  quali- 
fications. In  the  Army,  black 
people  were  said  to  be  “lazy" 
while  Asians  were  considered 
“sly". 

Some  white  naval  officers 
made  remarks  such  as: 
“Where  would  you  pray  to 
Mecca  on  a submarine?” 

The  survey,  commissioned 
by  the  MoD  from  the  Office 
for  Public  Management  a 
private  consultancy,  found 
evidence  of  racism  in  all  three 
services.  Helen  Brown,  one  of 
the  authors  of  the  report  said 
that  the  MoD  was  “among  the 
worst  ministries"  for  attitudes 
on  race  relations,  although  she 
acknowledged  that  since  the 
report  had  been  completed 
last  September,  the  ministry 
had  taken  steps  to  enforce 
equal  opportunity  policies. 

However.  Dr  Brown  said 
that  the  MoD  had  “a  long  way 
to  go  to  catch  up  with  the 
1990s".  One  of  the  problems, 
the  report  said,  was  that 
senior  officers  in  the  services 
did  not  accept  that  racism 
existed,  so  they  did  not  lire]  the 
need  to  tell  those  under  their 


By  Michael  Evans. 


DEFENCE  CORRESPONDENT 


command  not  to  make  racist 
remarks. 

“We  find  it  disappointing 
that  there  is  still  relatively 
little  acknowledgement  of  the 
pervasive,  long-running  and 
deeply  entrenched  problem  of 
racism  within  the  Armed  Ser- 
vices,” the  report  said. 

A senior  official  in  the 
Ministry  of  Defence  said  that 
the  report  had  raised  serious 
issues  and  admitted  that 
changes  could  not  be  intro- 
duced “overnight".  The  three 
Service  chiefs,  the  Chief  of  the 


C RAF  had  an 
unwritten  rule 
of ‘no  blacks, 
Pakis,  spots  or 
specs’ on  VIP 
parades  2 


Defence  Staff  and  the  Perma- 
nent Under-Secretary  at  the 
ministry  were  all  he  said, 
committed  to  ensuring  thar 
racist  attitudes  were  “stomped 
on". 

The  investigators  found 
that,  in  the  RAF,  the  unwritten 
rule  for  parades  or  guards  of 
honour  assembled  to  meet 
VWs  was  “no  blacks,  Pakis, 
spots  or  specs". 

Army  officers  interviewed 
by  the  survey  team  admitted 
that  the  typical  officer  was 
seen  as  white,  male  and  mid- 
dle class.  The  report  said:  “Ra- 
cially offensive  language,  be- 
haviour and  attitudes  remain 


a significant  feature  of  life  in 
the  Army."  Calling  people 
racist  names  such  as  “Snowy" 
and  “Moonlight”  was  dis- 
missed as  “robust  humour". 

Many  white  soldiers  were 
“openly  resistant,  if  not  hos- 
tile. to  the  prospect  of  a 
significantly  larger  presence 
of  people  from  black  minority 
communities  within  the 
Army".  The  latest  figures 
showed  that  only  1.5  per  cent 
of  nearly  75.300  army  person- 
nel identified  themselves  as 
black  or  Asian.  The  most  seni- 
or recorded  blade  officer  held 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel. 

The  report's  section  on  the 
Navy  was  the  most  scathing. 
Although  the  Navy  had  an 
“excellent”  statement  of  equal 
opportunities  in  its  recruit- 
ment literature,  it  was  “nor 
matched  by  day-to-day  under- 
standing ' or  practice".  The 
report  said:  “We  believe  on  the 
basis  of  the  evidence  available 
to  us  through  this  short  study 
that  the  Royal  Navy  is  not 
justified  in  describing  itself  as 
an  equal  opportunities  em- 
ployer under  the  terms  of  the 
Race  Relations  Act." 

It  added:  “The  conventions 
of  a seafaring  tradition  result 
in  a level  of  awareness  of 
cultural  diversity  which  is  ten 
or  20  years-  behind  that  of 
society  at  large,  and  which  can 
reasonably  be  said  to  consti- 
tute institutional  racism." 

The  survey  team  discovered 
a "huge  complacency”  about 
race  questions  which  was 
underpinned  by  “anxiety  that 
the  comfortable  lifestyle  of  the 
white  majority  could  be  threat- 
ened if  race  issues  were  given 
more  prominence". 


Major  writes  to  officer’s  widow 


THE  Prime  Minister  has  writ- 
ten to  the  widow  of  an  army, 
major  killed  in  a grenade 
accident  in  Oman  (Michael 
Evans  writes).  She  had  waited 
three  years  for  the  Ministry  of 
Defence  to  respond  to  her 
pleas  for  compensation  and 
details  of  how  he  died. . 

The  casecrf  Deborah  Swift'S 
struggle  to  find  out  how  her 
husband,  Tony,  was  killed  in 
1994  while  on  loan,  service  to 


the  Omani  Army  as  a weap- 
ons expert  was  highlighted  in 
The  Times  yesterday. 

Mrs  Swift.  38.  said  that  she 
had  suddenly  received  letters 
from  John  Major  and  Michael 
Rirtilla  the  Defence  Secre- 
tary, offering  to  help.  Mr 
Major  told  her  the  MoD  had 
agreed  toJiandle  any  claim  for 
compensation  and  that  minis- 
try officials  would  be  making 
contact  with,  her  solicitors  “as 


a matter  of  urgency"  Major 
Swift  was  killed  at  the  age  of 
40  when  the  rifle-launched 
grenade  he  was  testing  explod- 
ed prematurely  in  June  1994. 
An  Omani  inquiry  said  it  must 
have  been  a faulty  grenade, 
but  the  evidence  had  been 
destroyed  in  the  explosion. 

Mrs  Swift,  of  Fleet  Hamp- 
shire. said:  “It  makes  me 
angry  that  rally  now  have  1 
had  a proper  response.” 


Bruno  Walter  and  Kathleen  Ferrier  at  the  first  festival  in  1947;  many  international  stars  have  followed 


Edinburgh  Festival  revives  its 
greatest  hits  for  50th  birthday 


By  Shirley  English 

THE  Edinburgh  Festival  cel- 
ebrates its  fiftieth  birthday 
this  year  with  a look  back  at 
some  of  the  classic  perfor- 
mances from  its  history. 

The  organisers  aim  to 
recreate  early  hits  using  a 
new  generation  of  artists  this 
summer.  Brian  McMaster, 
the  festival  director,  an- 
nounced the  programme 
yesterday  and  promised  that 
the  event  would  be  “a  real 
humdinger”.  There  will  be 
four  world  premieres  among 
100  productions  running 
from  August  10  to  30. 

The  festival  claimed  to  be 
the  world’s  largest  cultural 
event  has  over  die  years 
attracted  performers  includ- 
ing Joan  Sutherland.  Margot 
Fonteyn,  Marlene  Dietrich, 
Luciano  Pavarotti.  Peter 
Cook  and  Dudley  Moore. 

Recreated  highlights  will 
indude  Verdi’s  Macbeth* 
which  was  the  first  opera 
performed  at  the  festival  in 
1947.  Then  the  Glyndcboume 
Festival  Opera  brought  the 
bouse  down.  This  year  the 
Royal  Opera  will  present  the 
original  and  rarely  per- 
formed 1847  version. 

T.S.  Eliofs  The  Cocktail 
Party,  which  was  premiered 
at  the  1949  festival  in  the 
poet's  presence^  with  a cast 


including  Alec  Guinness  and 
Irene  Worth,  will  return  to 
the  stage  with  the  Royal 
Lyceum  Theatre  Company. 

Some  momentous  events, 
however,  will  not  be  reprised, 
such  as  an  avant-garde 
“happening"  in  1963  where 
the  appearance  of  a nude  on 
stage  so  shocked  Edinburgh 
sensibilities  that  producer 
and  model  were  prosecuted 
for  indecency.  They  were 
defended  successfully  by  the 
late  Nicholas  Fairbaim. 

Apart  from  retrospective 
events,  the  programme  in- 
cludes a celebration  of  Gaelic 
culture,  performances  by  an 
Aboriginal  dance  group  and 


a "monumental"  Salzburg 
Festival  production  of  Che- 
khov’s The  Cherry  Orchard, 
directed  by  Peter  Stein. 

In  die  spirit  of  past  festi- 
vals. attempts  have  been 
made  to  keep  ticket  prices  low 
to  enable  people  to  see  as 
much  as  possible.  But  while 
most  productions  start  at  £5. 
for  the  first  time  the  top  ticket 
price  has  risen  to  £50. 

Mr  McMaster.  who  took 
the  helm  at  die  festival  in 
1992.  said  he  believed  the 
ideals  behind  the  event  in 
1947  were  still  present.  Then. 
Sir  John  Falconer,  (he  Lord 
Provost  of  Edinburgh,  wrote 
in  the  programme  foreword 


The  premiere  of  The  Cocktail  Party  in  1949 


that  the  festival  was  “not  a 
commercial  undertaking  in 
any  way”  but  rather  an 
endeavour  to  provide  a stim- 
ulus to  the  establishing  of  a 
new  way  of  life  based  on  the 
aits.  "Edinburgh  hopes  that 
visitors  will  refresh  their 
souls  and  reaffirm  their  belief 
in  things  other  than  materi- 
al” he  wrote. 

Last  year  saw  record  audi- 
ences and  box  office  income 
of  more  than  £2  million,  as 
well  as  record  sponsorship. 
As  a result  the  year's  project- 
ed £125.000  deficit  was  just 
£48.000.  But  Mr  McMaster 
said:  "Year  on  year  we  have 
taken  huge  gambles  and  so 
for  we  have  been  lucky." 

In  1947  the  festival  budget 
was  £130.000.  die  equivalent 
of  £26  million  in  today’s 
terms,  which  paid  for  55 
productions.  The  castle  was 
floodlit  for  four  days  despite 
the  fuel  restrictions  of  the 
postwar  era.  In  1997  about 
£5.8  million  MU  be  spent 

Mr  McMaster  said  his  first 
visit  to  the  festival  in  1963  had 
been  a seminal  event  He 
wanted  others  to  be  similarly 
affected.  “I  believe  that  art 
can  change  people's  lives. 
That  sounds  stDy  and  preten- 
tious, but  1 think  the  arts  can 
touch  people,  make  them  live 
better  lives  and  expand  their 
emotional  reactions." 


Stonehenge 
tour  train 
backed  by 
English 
Heritage 

By  David  Lovibond 
and  Rosin  Young 

A TOURIST  development  for 
Stonehenge  has  been  ap- 
proved by  government  archae- 
ology advisers,  despite 
criticism  from  conser- 
vationists. 

English  Heritage  has  ac- 
cepted the  idea  of  a trackless 
land-train  to  tour  the  stones 
from  a visitor  centre.  The 
proposal  came  from  the 
Tussauds  Group,  which  won 
the  bid  to  build  the  new  centre 
on  the  fringes  of  the  World 
Heritage  site. 

Sir  Jocelyn  Stevens,  the 
English  Heritage  chairman, 
said:  “We  would  not  do  any- 
thing to  destroy  archaeology. 
The  point  is  to  save  Stone- 
henge. At  the  moment,  one 
million  people  are  driving  to 
within  300 yards  of  the  stones. 
We  will  be  trying  to  gel  them 
there  in  a way  that  is  environ- 
mentally friendly." 

An  English  Heritage  report 
on  the  proposals  acknowl- 
edges that  some  monuments 
would  be  damaged  by  the 
necessary  works  and  thar  at 
least  some  of  the  route  would 
be  visible  from  Stonehenge. 
However,  most  of  die  two-mile 
route  would  follow  existing 
trackways,  and  the  land-train 
of  linked  carriages  would  not 
need  rails. 

The  plan  was  criticised  by 
Kate  Fidden,  secretary  of  Ave- 
bury Society,  whose  remit 
extends  to  Stonehenge.  She 
said:  “The  established  aim  is 
to  return  the  monument  to  its 
landscape  and  the  emphasis  is 
on  removing  extraneous  fear 
tures.  It  is  simply  not  on  to 
have  a Disneyland  railway  in 
a World  Heritage  site." 

The  Wiltshire  county  ar- 
chaeologist, Roy  Canham, 
said  that  an  original  proposal 
for  a short  ride  from  the  visitor 
centre  to  King  Barrow  would 
have  allowed  visitors  “to  slow 
to  the  pace  of  the  landscape  — 
including  VDUs  in  the  trains, 
as  they  do,  they  will  offer  a 
plastic  experience." 

Hie  Tussaud  project  has 
been  given  agreement  in  prin- 
ciple by  the  National  Trust, 
which  owns  most  of  the  land. 
If  the  Millennium  Commis- 
sion also  approves,  English 
Heritage  expects  the  first 
trains  to  run  in  2000. 
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Notice  to 
Customers 


SAVINGS  CERTIFICATES 


In  order  to  change  the  Prospectuses  for  National  Savings 
Certificates  to  allow  for  the  reinvestment  of  mature  Ulster  Savings 
Certificates,  new  Issues  will  go  on  sale  on  Tuesday  1 April  1997. 

The  new  44th  Fixed-interest  and  10th  Index-linked  Issues  will 
have  the  same  terms  and  rates  as  the  current  43rd  and  9th  Issues 
(which  will  be  withdrawn  on  Monday  31  March)  except  for  the 

changes  below. 

From  Tuesday  1 April  holders  of  mature  Ulster  Savings  Certificates 
can  reinvest  into  National  Savings  Certificates.  This  facility  will 
replace  the  existing  option  of  reinvesting  into  Ulster  Savings 
Reinvestment  Certificates,  which  will  no  longer  be  issued. 

From  Tuesday  1 April  the  current  limit  of  £20,000  per  Issue  on 
the  amount  that  can  be  reinvested  from  the  proceeds  of  mature 
Certificates  will  be  abolished.  Holders  of  maturing  Certificates 
or  earlier  Certificates  on  extension  terms  can  if  they  wish 
reinvest  any  amount  in  new  five-year  Certificates. 

The  holding  limit  for  44th  Issue  and  10th  Index-linked  Issue 
Savings  Certificates  will  be  £10,000  on  each. 
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With  a TSB 
Cash  Gift  Mortgage 
you  could  get  up 
to  £6,000  to  spend 
as  you  like. 


If  you  need  a mortgage , be  totally  sensible  and  come  to 
TSB.  You  could  get  a cash  gift  of  up  to  £6,000,  enough  to 
make  your  new  home  look  like  a million  dollars. 

Call  TSB  PhoneBank  to  find  out  more  or  to  get  a free 
quotation.  Alternatively,  you  can  call  into  a TSB  branch. 


Calf  free  quoting 
ref.  T IC2. 


0500  758  OOO 


Mortgages 
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ITV  regulator  is 
likely  to  approve 
Blair-Major  clash 


By  Jill  Sherman,  chief  political  correspondent 


THE  Independent  Television 
Commission  has  suggested 
that  it  would  approve  a tele- 
vised debate  between  John 
Major  and  Tony  Blair,  exclud- 
ing Paddy  Ashdown. 

Senior  sources  from  the 
regulator  of  independent  tele- 
vision said  rhat  the  latest 
proposals  from  ITV.  under 
which  the  Liberal  Democrat 
leader  would  be  questioned 
separately,  appeared  to  com- 
ply with  its  rode  on  impartial- 
ity. The  code  requires 
broadcasters  to  show  balance 
throughout  the  general  elec- 
tion campaign,  but  this  would 
not  haw  to  apply  to  every 
programme. 

Yesterday  the  Liberal  Dem- 
ocrats repeated  rheir  threat  to 
take  legal  action  if  Mr 
Ashdown  was  not  involved  in 
a three-way  debate.  Lord 
Holme,  who  is  leading  the 
Liberal  Democrat  negotiating 
team,  accused  the  Tories  of 
deliberately  trying  to  bounce 
the  ocher  parties  into  an 
agreement.  He  claimed  that 
opinion  polls  had  shown  that 
75  per  cent  of  the  public 
wanted  ro  see  the  Liberal 
Democrats  involved. 

"The  Tory  parry,  in  its 
arrogance,  is  trying  to  bounce 
the  agenda.  I think  it  is 
disgraceful.  We  shall  certainly 
resist  it" 

it  would  be  more  difficult, 
however,  for  a judge  to  find 
in  favour  of  the  Liberal  Demo- 


crats if  the  commission  had 
raised  no  objection. 

Lender  the  latest  plan,  which 
appears  to  be  favoured  by 
both  the  Tories  and  Labour 
over  a second  proposal  from 
the  BBC.  Mr  Ashdown  would 
be  interviewed  but  would  not 
debate  with  Mr  Major  and  Mr 
Blair. 

All  three  leaders  would 
make  short  opening  state- 
ments and  each  leader  would 
be  asked  one  question.  Then 
the  Prime  Minister  would 
debate  with  Mr  Blair  for  about 
25  minutes,  with  Jonathan 
Dimbleby  in  rhe  chair. 

Mr  Ashdown  would  then 
face  questioning  on  his  own. 
before  another  30-minute  slot 
when  Mr  Blair  and  Mr  Major 
would  be  cross-questioned  by 
a panel  including  Sue  Lawley 
and  Michael  Brunson. 

Under  the  BBC's  plan, 
which  the  Prime  Minister 
thinks  is  too  rigid,  he  and  Mr 
Blair  would  face  questions 
from  David  Dimbleby.  They 
would  be  asked  six  questions 
each  and  allowed  two  replies, 
each  two  minutes  in  length. 
Mr  Ashdown  would  then  be 
interviewed  for  16  minutes, 
then  there  would  be  state- 
ments from  ail  three  party 
leaders. 

Last  night  Labour  said  that 
it  was  prepared  to  negotiate 
with  both  channels.  The  party 
stipulated  only  that  the  format 
be  legal  and  that  there  be  an 


audience.  Although  Labour 
has  argued  that  Mr  Ashdown 
should  be  involved  it  is  not 
pressing  for  his  inclusion  in  a 
debate. 

Deny  Irvine.  Shadow  Lord 
Chancellor,  is  the  head  of 
Labour's  negotiating  team. 
Michael  Dobbs,  a former  vice- 
chairman  of  the  Tory  party,  is 
leading  John  Major's  team. 

Mr  Major  is  still  pressing 
for  two  or  three  head-to-head 
debates  on  the  Sundays  dur- 
ing the  general  election 
campaign. 

The  continuing  dispute  over 
the  televised  debate  coincided 
with  a new  report  daiiffing 
that  such  programmes  had 
little  impact  on  election  re- 
sults. A paper,  published  by 
the  Hansard  Society,  says  that 
audience  participation  should 
be  included  in  any  debate 
broadcast  during  the  general 
election. 

The  document,  by  Dr  Ste- 
phen Coleman,  an  academic 
student  of  elections,  also  ar- 
gues that  no  party  leader  “who 
can  reasonably  expect  to  win 
enough  votes  to  become  prime 
minister  should  be  excluded 
from  participating.” 

Dr  Coleman's  report  pro- 
poses a debate  involving  all 
three  main  party  leaders  and 
separate  debates  for  Scotland 
and  Wales.  Under  his  pro- 
posed plan  all  three  leaders 
would  be  able  to  cross  ques- 
tion each  other. 
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STEREO  VIDEO 

• Auto  set-up. 
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Spin  doctors 
silence  the  big 
man  — for  now 


L 1 


John  Swinney,  SNP  Treasury  spokesman,  outlining  a "budget  for  Scotland” yesterday 


SNP  promises  lower  taxes 


By  Shirl£y  English 


THE  Scottish  National  Party 
yesterday  promised  tax  cuts 
for  low  earners  and  promised 
to  restore  student  grants  and 
state  benefits  for  16  and  17- 
year-olds  when  it  published  its 
budget  for  an  independent 
Scotland. 

The  30-page  document  gave 
details  of  Scotland's  spending 
over  four  years  of  indepen- 
dence, with  annual  expendi- 
ture reaching  E2  billion  in  the 
fourth  year.  The  low  rate  tax 


would  be  cut  from  20p  to  15p. 
bur  higher  earners  would  be 
hit  by  the  abolition  of  the 
ceiling  on  national  insurance 
contributions. 

To  compensate  middle  earn- 
ers, the  level  of  income  taxed 
at  basic  rate  would  be  expand- 
ed by  15  per  cent.  The  SNP 
would  also  cut  VAT  on  fuel  to  5 
per  cent  and  raise  tobacco 
duty  by  15  per  cent  and  reduce 
spirit  duties  by  10  per  cent. 
Pensions  would  rise  by  five 
per  cent 

John  Swinney.  the  party's 
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Treasury  spokesman,  said:  “It 
is  our  aim  in  this  election  to 
switch  the  focus  of  economic 
debate  in  Scotland  away  brum 
how  we  fare  as  a regional 
outpost  of  the  UK.  and  to- 
wards what  we  can  achieve  as 
an  independent  nation.” 

An  Edin  b urgfr-based  whis- 
ky company  announced  yes- 
terday that  it  was  dropping  the 
SNP  logo  from  the  labels  of  its 
■‘Independence*'  blend 
because  the}’  were  unpopular 
with  hoteliers  and  public 
houses. 


Chalker  to 
quit  world 
aid  post 


By  Polly  Newton 


| BARONESS  CHALKER  will 
retire  as  Minister  for  Overseas 
Development  after  the  elec- 
tion, rt  was  announced  yester- 
day. Lady  Chalker.  who  as 
Lynda  Chalker  was  MP  for 
Wallasey  for  IS  years  until  she 
lost  the  seat  m Labour  in  1992. 
will  leave  the  Conservative 
front  bench  in  the  House  of 
Lords  whatever  the  result  of 
the  election. 

She  said  in  her  resignation 
letter  to  the  Prime  Minister: 
“As  you  know,  I am  deeply 
committed  to  continuing  dev- 
elopment work  in  Africa  and 
now  feel  that  I should  do  this 
independently." 

John  Major  replied  that  she 
had  brought  to  her  job  “a 
particularly  effective  combina- 
tion of  dedication,  hard-head- 
ed analysis  and  genuine 
compassion.  You  have  become 
not  only  a figure  of  world 
stature  but  also  a close  friend 
and  trusted  adviser  of  many 
international  leaders.” 


JOHN'  PRESCOTT  is  a 
dream  for  television,  loud, 
old  Labour  and  larger  than 
life:  quite  the  opposite  of  the 
sanitised  new  Labour  front- 
benchers with  their  smooth 
ways  and  rehearsed  words 
signifying  nothing. 

Yesterday,  during  Prime 
Minister’s  Questions,  the 
old  bruiser  could  dearly  be 
seen  back  at  bis  leader's 
side,  prodding^  and  pound- 
in0  his  disdain  for  John 
Major.  But  otherwise  this 
week  he  has  been  strangely 
absent  from  our  screens. 
Where  has  he  been?  And 
what  can  explain  his  unlike- 
ly silence? 

The  Tories  plainly  think 
he  is  a suitable  target  for 
derision.  On  Tuesday,  in 
perhaps  his  last  chance  to 
creep  to  a Tory  premier  for 
some  while,  John  Sykes, 
Tory  MP  for  Scarborough, 
threw  a soft  ball  to  the  PM. 
describing  the  Labour  Cabi- 
net-in-waiting as  “a  group  of 
failed  teachers,  a bunch  of 
ex-trade  union  officials,  one 
television  director  and  a bar 
steward”. 

John  Major  has  always 
professed  his  distaste  for 
snobbery  as  perhaps  befits  a 
man  whose  childhood  was 
spent  among  garden 
gnomes,  then  in  rented 
rooms  in  Brixton.  bur  he 
grinned  smugly  at  die  sneer. 
“Who  is  meant  by  the  bar 
steward  I cannot  imagine.” 

The  TV  camera  scanned 
the  Labour  hunt  bench,  but 
the  man  in  question  — 
Deputy  Leader  of  the  Lab- 
our Party,  graduate  of  Rus- 
ktn  College,  Oxford,  and 
merchant  marine  bar  stew- 
ard, late  of  the  good  ship 
Franconia  — was  missing. 
As  the  Labour  press  confer- 
ence televised  that  morning 
revealed.  John  Prescott  was 
in  Falmouth,  of  all  places, 
briefly  beamed  in  live  on  a 
giant  screen  like  Stuart  Hall 
on  Ifs  a Knockout,  sur- 
rounded by  happy  campers 
cheering  on  the  People’s 
Party. 

During  the  six  long  weeks 
of  campaigning  Prescott 
will  be  far  from  the  centre, 
touring  the  country  in  his 
own  personalised  chara- 
banc. die  Prescott  Express, 
covering  10.000  miles-  in 
pursuit  of  the  votes  which 
Tony  Blair  cannot  reach. 

Mark  Mardell  of  News- 
night,  who  caught  up  with 
him  on  Wednesday  some- 
where in  South  Wales,  re- 
ported that  he  bad  asked  an 
unnamed  “Labour  strate- 
gist” what  Prescott's  role 
would  be  and  he  received 
the  reply:  “I  don’t  really  care 
as  long  as  he  is  as  far  away 
from  London  as  possible." 
Mardell  then  went  on  to 
remind  us  of  Prescott’s  1992 
gaffe,  still  pertinent  today,  in 
which  he  confessed  that  a 


minimum  wage  wpold- 
cause  a loss  of  jobs. 

Mardell  asked  Prescott 
whether  he  minded  being.  _ 
kept  from  the  actwn.  The  - 
big  man  beamed.  “Do  you  . . 
think  anyone  can  snowline . . . 
out  of  the  centre?  Yon  must  ' 
be  joking!”  But  his  Jangfr  v 
was  holkiw.  Already  histnfc  .-:  A . 
in  a Labour  govern mefaTsr  T/ 
undear.  His  hope  to  be. a'; 
new  George  Brown,  with  i 
department  of  economic  SF,"  ■ 
fairs  to  rival  Gordon  , ,/ 
Brown’s  Treasury,  hasbeea 
stamped  upon. 

He  sat  in  the  bade  trf  ^ 
bus  and  dreamt  about  .ms-;.  '•  - 
after  May  I.  “Then  I hope|'*  ; 
will  have  played  my  pait^j- 
the  key  strategy  area  whichJ  :- 
have  been  two  years  devil.;' 
oping  and  brought  to  &u^' 
ition.  Then  there  will  bea  j f. 
Labour  government  'and  . 
Tony  Blair  will  be  Primes 
Minister  and  him  and  rwffi  i i ;. 
have  a chat."  . .. . 

Although  some  like  to”  - ; 
compare  Prescott  to  Enae;; 
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Payment  um* 

were  nof  tf 


TV  WATCH 


Bevin.  Attlee's  dynamic: 
working  class  Foreign  See-V-' 
retary,  he  is  more  .lfltiej 
George  Brown.  Wilson’s  ep-- 
ratic  deputy.  In  MaurietH; 
Saa ichi’s  recent  Tor)’  horroi^ 
TV  broadcast  which  predick"* 
ed  the  headlines  under  a;' 
wayward  Labour  govenk* 
meat,  Prescott  was  painted  a 
as  a loose  cannon  — always^ 
threatening  resignation  and§£ 
stomping  off  in  protest  at?: 
slights  real  and  imagined,-^ 

It  is  unlikely  we  will 
seeing  much  of  John  Pre#£  = 
cott  in  the  next  six  weeks,  hr : 
has  been  marginalised^  - 
Overloaded  with  ungfanif  1 
orous  campaigning  in  mif* : 
likely  places,  Prescotfs’: 
gaffes,  if  there  are  any,  : 
not  be  caught  on  camera.-  ^ ; 

But  you  cant  silence  Piek' s 
cott  for  ever.  If  Labour  wiq.  ;'  ■ 
(he  man  in  the  iron  masiS  = 
will  deserve  more  than  a higf  : 
office  and  a big  ministerial--  ! 
car,  he  will  need  a big  job  to  ■ 
go  with  them.  Just  what  jofe 
may  be  the  first  big  test  crfV  ■] 
Tony  Blair’s  first  day  : to". 
Downing  Street  And  whaF  - 
ever  it  is.  there  will  be-jufe.  ■ 
keeping  him  off  our  screens^ 
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Color  Line,  Norway's  largest  ferry  company,  offer  you  the  chance  to  experience  Itie 
delights  of  Norway's  Fjord  Country  on  a spectacular  Sea  Voyage. 

Ita  as  your  journey  of  almost  1 ,000  miles  takes  you  to  historic  Bergen  - gateway  to 
thefjords.  Sailing  from  Newcastle,  M/S  Color  Viking,  with  its  excellentbars  and 
restaurants,  is  your  home  for  a 4 day  sea  break  from  only  £70  per  person. 


FULL  BUFFET  BREAKFASTS  INCLUDED  EACH  MORNIm" 


All  2, 3 and  4 berth  cabins  with 
shower  & toilet 
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Norwegian  coastline 
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Live  entertainment  every  night 


Tax  free  shop  with  special  Duty 
Free  offers 


Programme  of  daily  events  on  board 

Charges  wi  be  made  for  tt»  drama  on  board 


Each  lour  pays  two  short  visits  to  Stavanger  and  Haugesund  with 
Overnight  stay  on  board  ship  in  Bergen. 

\bu  are  then  free  to  explore  Bergen  before  returning  to  the  sttip  foi 
the  night 

Saturday  departures  alow  a lew  hours  ashore  n Bergen  on  the 
Monday  morning  aid  a one  hour  city-sightsMing  tour  d Bergen  v, 
Tuesday  departures  afiow  almost  a Ml  day  in  Bergen  iroviding  an 
the  fjord  country. 
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Committee  of  MPs  could  lose  the  right  to  vet  reports  before  they  are  published 

Nolan  will  seek 
new  powers  for 
standards  chief 


By  Valerie  Elliott 
and  Arthur  Leathlev 

LORD  NOLAN,  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Standrds  in 
Public  Life,  is  to  call  for  Sir 
Gordon  Downey  to  be  allowed 
to  publish  all  his  reports  on 
the  conduct  of  MPS  without 
having  them  vetted  first  by  a 
Commons  commitxee. 

He  will  call  for  the  change 
when  he  reviews  die  working 
of  the  Standards  Commission' 
er  and  the  Commons  Stan- 
dards and  Privileges  Commit- 
tee this  summer.  There  is  con- 
cern among  members  of  the 
Nolan  committee,  which  origi- 
nally proposed  the  creation  of 
a Standards  Commissioner, 
that  if  Sir  Gordon  is  not  given 
these  extra  powers  the  public 
will  not  be  satisfied  that 
Parliament  can  police  itself.  At 
present,  the  Standards  and 
Privileges  Committee  general- 
ly considers  his  contentious 
reports  before  publication. 

The  Nolan  committee  wants 
Sir  Gordon  to  be  able  to  pub- 
lish reports  in  the  same  way  as 
parliamentary  officers  such  as 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor 


The  interim  report  by  the 
Commons  Standards  and 
Privileges  Committee  exon- 
erates IS  of  the  25  MPs 
accused  of  wrongdoing: 

Tory:  Michael  Portillo.  Sir 
John  Wheeler.  John  Bowls. 
David  Meflor.  Robert  Atkins. 
Sir  Gerard  Vaughan,  Sir 
Graham  Bright,  Sir  Anthony 
Durant.  Sir  Malcolm'Thom- 
ton,  David  Shaw  and  Vivian 
Bendafl. 

Labour  Chris  Smith,  Doug 
Hoyle,  Gwyneth  Dunwoody 
Libera!  Democrat:  Alan 
Berth. 


General,  Sir  John  Bourn,  and 
the  Ombudsman.  Michael 
Buckley.  U is  believed  that,  had 
Sir  Gordon  been  granted  the 
new  power,  the  prorogation  of 
Parliament  need  not  have 
delayed  publication  of  his 
report  on  the  cash-for-ques- 
lions  affair.  Parliamentary  re- 
ports are  sometimes  published 
when  the  House  is  not  sitting. 

However,  MPs  will  fiercely 
resist  any  proposals  that  give 
greater  powers  to  an  unelected 


Payments  from  Greer 
were  not  all  declared 


By  Andrew  Pierce 

THE  lobbyist  lan  Greer  paid 
thousands  of  pounds  to  Sir 
Michael  Grylls.  die  senior 
Tory  MP  at  the  centre  of  the 
cash  for  questions  controver- 
sy. on  behalf  of  a group  of 
businessmen  who  knew  noth- 
ing about  the.  financial 
arrangement. 

The  payments  formed  a key 
part  of  Sir  Gordon  Downey's 
repent  into  die  long-running 
sleaze  investigation. 

Mr  Greer  made  the  pay- 
ments to  Sir  Michael  for  his 
rote  as  an  adviser  to.. the 
unitary  tax  campaign  which 
employed  the  lobbyik.  The 
payments  were  not  all  de- 
clared by  Sir  Michael  in  the 
register  of  MPs  interests. 

The  “top-up*  fees  were  in 


addition  to  Sir  Michael’s  pay- 
ment of  up  to  £10.000  a year 
from  the  campaign,  which  be 
registered.  The  disputed  pay- 
ments were  in  198S-89. 

. Sir  Michael  was  a leading 
adviser  to  the  campaign, 
which  was  set  up  by  some  of 
the  biggest  blue  chip  compan- 
ies in  Britain.  The  campaign 
recruited  Mr  Greer  to  lobby 
against  die  system  in  some 
American  states,  which  meant 
higher  tax  bills  for  subsid- 
iaries of  British  firms. 

Sir  Michael  who  is  retiring 
ai  the  election,  said:  “I  spent  a 
lot.  of  time  on  the,  campaign, 
here  iya$  a limit  to  the  amount 
they  £ouid  pay.  Ian’s  firm  said 
you.are  doing  extra  work  and 
agreed  supplementary  pay- 
ments. 1 have  made  this  dear 
to  Sir  Gordon  Downey." 


official,  at  the  expense  of  a 
committee  of  MPS. 

Labour  is  committed  to 
strengthening  the  Committee 
on  Standards  in  Public  Life,  if 
it  is  elected  to  power.  Senior 
figures  recognise  that  the  par- 
ty wil  be  under  pressure  !o 
tighten  the  disciplinary  pow- 
ers of  Sir  Gordon.  Derek  Fos- 
ter, the  Shadow  Public  Ser- 
vices Minister,  said  last  night: 
“If  public  confidence  is  to  be 
restored,  the  Government  of 
the  day  must  ensure  that  Parl- 
iament keeps  its  House  in 
order."  However,  the  party  is 
reluctant  to  cede  the  centuries- 
old  power  of  MPs  to  investi- 
gate fellow  members. 

Lord  Nolan  also  believes 
that  Sir  Gordon’s  work  could 
be  more  completed  more 
quickly  if  he  reported  to  a sub- 
committee of  MPs  than  to  the 
toll  Select  Committee  on  Stan- 
dards and  Privileges. 

in  the  Nolan  committee’s 
first  report,  suggesting  the 
appointment  of  a Standards 
Commissioner,  they  stated: 
“The  Commissioner  should 
have  the  same  ability  to  make 
findings  and  conclusions  pub- 
lic as  is  enjoyed  by  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor  General 
and  tiie  Parliamentary  Com- 
missioner for  Administration." 

Peter  Shore,  a member  of 
the  Nolan  committee  who  is 
retiring,  from  the  Commons 
after  53  years  as  a Labour  MP. 
said:  "People  are  dissatisfied 
with  the  way  Parliament  has 
looked  after  itself.  We  need  to 
look  at  it  all  again  in  the  light 
of  the  current  situation  which 
is  far  from  satisfactory." 

Nigel  Jones,  a Liberal  Dem- 
ocrat member  of  the  Stand- 
ards and  Privileges  Commit- 
tee. has  already  pressed  for  an 
independent  system  of  investi- 
gation. However.  Quentin 
Davies,  a Tory  member  of  the 
privileges  committee,  said  that 
MPs  had  been  “rigorous  in 
observing  the  rules  of  natural 
justice."  Removing  powers 
from  MPs  would  be  “constitu- 
tionally obnoxious  fandj  dam- 
aging to  the  Commons." 

Philip  Howard,  page  20 
Leading  article,  page  21 


Sour  outburst 
sums  up  years 
of  frustration 

The  1992-97  Parliament  I-,,;-  Dinnct  I ' "" 

yesterday  ended  on  a | ; r . ™u~*-L  . 

characteristically  sour  - : ON^POLITJCS 


Tim  Smith.  MP  for  Beaconsfidd,  Neil  Hamilton,  MP  for  Tattoo,  Norman  La moat,  MP 
for  Kingston  upon  Thames.  Michael  Brown,  MP  for  Cleethotpes.  Niij  Deva,  MP  for 
Brentford  and  Islewortfa,  Sir  Andrew  Bowden,  MP  for  Brighton  KemptoWn,  Gerry 
Malone.  MP  for  Winchester,  and  Sir  Michael  Grylls,  MP  for  Surrey  North  West 

Constituency  activists 
support  named  Tories 


By  Damian  Whitworth 
and  Carol  Mjdgley 

IN  THE  constituencies  of  the 
Conservative  MPs  who  are 
understood  to  have  been  ex- 
amined by  Sir  Gordon  Dow- 
ney but  have  yet  to  be 
exonerated,  party  members 
swung  into  fine  behind  their 
candidates  yesterday.  But  the 
first  murmurs  of  discontent 
were  already  being  heard  In 
some  quarters  last  night 

Neil  Hamilton  received  the 
toll  backing  of  his  local  party 
chairman  despite  the  contro- 
versy that  has  surrounded 
hhs.  Alan  Barnes,  constituen- 
cy chairman  for  Taiton.  in 
Cheshire,  rejected  reports  of  a 
plot  to  deselect  Mr  Hamilton 
at  the  AGM  today  prior  to  the 
toll  publication  of  the  report. 
“I  remain  totally  confident 
that  Mr  Hamilton  will  be 
cleared  by  the  committee  and 
he  will  continue  to  receive 
maximum  support  from  the 
Tattoo  Association,"  he  said. 

In  Harrogate  the  constitu- 
ency chairman  Paul  Meyrick 
refused  to  comment  on  how 
party  members  felt  that  the 


candidate,  Norman  Lamont, 
who  might  be  criticised  in  the 
final  report  Mr  Lamont  was 
allegedly  given  money  to  aid 
his  1987  election  campaign  in 
Kingston  upon  Thames.  One 
party  member,  who  had  voted 
to  choose  Mr  Lamont  as  the 
candidate,  said  questions 
were  bound  to  be  raised. 

Michael  Brown  may  face  a 
rough  reception  in  his 
Cleethorpes  constituency 
where  a swing  of  just  3.5  per 
cent  would  see  Labour  take 
the  seat  Peter  Mills,  one  of 
just  two  Tory  district  council- 
lors. warned  Mr  Brown  to 
have  a "plausible  explana- 
tion" ready  before  he  started 
canvassing  the  town's  voters. 

Drirdre  Holloway,  chair- 
man of  the  Beaconsfidd  Con- 
servative Association,  said 
publication  of  the  incomplete 
committee  report  changed 
nothing  and  members  were 
fully  behind  Tim  Smith.  “As 
far  as  we  artfconcemed,  what 
is  going  on  to  try  to  smear  his 
name  is  against  the  interests, 
of  natural  justice. “she  said. 

Pat  Smith,  the  agent  in  Sir 
Andrew  Bowden’s  Brighton 


Kemptown  constituency,  said: 
“The  only  adverse  reaction 
there  has  been  in  this  town 
about  the  allegations  involv- 
ing Sir  Andrew  has  been  orch- 
estrated by  the  Labour  Party. 
Our  supporters  and  members 
are  totally  behind  him." 

The  agent  for  the  Brentford 
and  Isleworth  constituency  of 
Niij  Deva  said  the  local  party 
was  unconcerned  that  Mr 
Deva  bad  yet  to  be  exonerated 
by  the  report  as  they  were 
convinced  of  Mr  Deva’s  inno- 
cence of  receiving  irregular 
payments  bade  in  1987  when 
he  was  fighting  the  seat  of 
Hammersmith.  “It  is  a matter 
for  Hammersmith  not  Mr 
Deva,"  said  the  agent  Jim 
OTarrefl. 

No  one  at  the  party  head- 
quarters in  the  Winchester 
constituency  of  the  health 
minister  Gerald  Malone  or 
the  constituency  office  of  retir- 
ing Surrey  North  West  MP 
Sir  Michael  Grylls  was  avail1 
able  to  comment  on  allega- 
tions against  the  MPs.  Two 
other  MPs  who’  have  not  been 
cleared  have  yet  to  be 
identified. 


The  1992-97  Parliament 
yesterday  ended  on  a 
characteristically  sour 
and  bad-tempered  note.  John 
Major’s  outburst  in  the  Com- 
mons revealed  all  his  pent-up 
dislike  of  Tony  Blair.  This 
epitomised  his  frustrations 
throughout  the  Parliament 
about  what  he  regards  as  his 
unfair  treatment  by  the  Oppo- 
sition. the  media  and  his 
colleagues.  It  has  been  a 
fractious  and  unsettled  five 
years,  both  for  the  Govern- 
ment and  for  Parliament,  in 
part  because  the  1992  election 
resolved  so  little. 

Mr  Major  was  given  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt  in  1992 
and  his  administration  has 
subsequently  achieved  more 
than  is  commonly  recognised. 
But  it  never  really  recovered 
momentum,  or  authority  in 
the  Commons,  after  Black 
Wednesday  in  1992.  The  Tory 
party  has  been  divided  with  a 
sullen  minority  never  coming 
to  terms  with  his  leadership. 

The  Labour  opposition  has 
also  been  preoccupied  with 
even  is  outside  the  Commons 
— notably  following  Mr 
Blair’s  election  as  leader  and 
his  attempt  to  “reinvent"  toe 
parly.  All  his  main  initiatives 
and  Gordon  Brown’s  big  eco- 
nomic speeches  have  been 
outside  the  Commons.  The 
Opposition  has  won  a few 
important  victories  in  the 
House,  notably  over  VAT  on 
domestic  fuel,  but  that  depend- 
ed on  support  from  Tory  Euro- 
sceptics. Otherwise,  Labour’s 
main  efforts  have  been  aimed 
at  voters,  not  MPs. 

It  was  apt  that  the  bitter 
exchanges  at  the  final  Prime 
Minister's  exchanges  of  the 
parliament  were  about  sleaze, 
that  vague  charge  that  has 
dogged  the  Tories  for  the  past 
three  years.  A recurrent  theme 
of  tiiis  parliament  has  been 
MPS’  uncertainty  over  their 
role  told  resentment  at  criti- 
cism of  their  standards. 

Many  Tory  MPs,  including 
quite  a few  ministers,  regret 
that  the  Nolan  committee  was 
ever  set  up.  But  they  fpil  to 
realise  that  the  Commonkfrad, 
and  still  has,  to  demonstrate  it 
is  capable  of  handling  alleged 
abuses  (isolated  though  1 
believe  they  are).  That  is  why 
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the  stalemate  over  the  “cash 
for  questions"  allegations  is  so 
unsatisfactory. 

Of  course,  it  was  bound  to 
provoke  a furious  row  and  ir 
has,  incidentally,  disrupted 
the  start  of  the  Tories'  cam- 
paign and  distracted  attention 
from  the  good  unemployment 
and  inflation  figures.  No  won- 
der Mr  Major  is  so  keen  to  see 
the  back  of  Parliament. 

Nonetheless,  as  the  Opposi- 
tion has  argued,  the  Govern- 
ment could  easily  have  put  off 
prorogation  until  after  Easter, 
though,  as  ministers  claimed, 
there  might  not  have  been 
enough  time  for  the  unre- 
solved allegations  to  be  prop- 
erly discussed  and  the  affected 
MPs  to  put  their  case.  The 
result  is  a mess  which  is  unfair 
to  die  MPs,  further  damages 
the  standing  of  Parliament 
and  underlines  the  case  for  a 
review  of  self-regulation  by  the 
Nolan  committee. 

The  current  parliament 
will,  however,  be  re- 
membered for  an  im- 
portant shift  in  our  political 
culture  towards  a rules -based 
system.  This  was  first  seen 
with  toe  publication  of  Ques- 
tions of  Procedure  for  Minis- 
ters and  was  followed  with  the 
adoption  of  a new  dvil  service 
code  and  the  post-Nolan  rules 
for  MPs.  Just  after  2am  yester- 
day this  work  was  rounded  off 
when  the  Commons  approved 
a resolution  on  ministerial 
accountability  to  Parliament. 

This  sets  out  a new  yardstick 
about  how  ministers  should 
behave,  stating  that  “it  is  of 
paramount  importance  that 
ministers  give  accurate  and 
truthful  information  to  Parlia- 
ment correcting  any  inadver- 
tent error  at  the  earliest 
opportunity.  Ministers  who 
knowingly  mislead  Parlia- 
ment will  be  expected  to  offer 
their  resignation  to  toe  Prime 
Minister".  That  resolution 
may  still  matter  when  yester- 
day's bitter  ending  to  an 
unlamented  Parliament  is 
long  forgotten. 

Peter  Riddell 
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yoUrCan  collect 


Get  on  the  ball  with  Britain's 
only  money  back  credit  card 


The  new  Alliance  & Leicester  Credit  Card  gives  you 
money  back  on  ^rv  purchase,  every  Ygad  There’s  no 
other  card  like  it  in  the  U.K:  today! 

Just  look  at  aU  the  advantages  you  enjoy: 
ft  money  back  on  every  purchase,  every  year 
ft  double  money  back  of  up  to  2%  in  1997 
» no  annual  fee  - unlike  many  other  credit  cards 
ft  up  to  46  days  interest-free  credit 
ft  free  Purchase  Protection 


Get  on  the  ball  for 
double  money  back . 
Apply  today 

“SCALL  FREE 
0500  83  83  83 


X ODS 


Quoting  Ref: 

Lines  open  24  hours  a day. 


t o\\  standard  rates 

of  1 7.9%  APR  .n»i 

12.9%  APR  on  transferred 
balances  until  they  are  repaid 


i 

■ YES  - please  send  my  FREE  Information  Pack  on  the  new 
j Alliance  fir  Leicester  money  bade  credit  card. 

| Mr/Mrs/Mia/Ms Inipjk  Surname 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 
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I Tel.  No.  line.  STD  oAl 


Daieoi  Binh 


FIVE  NIGHTS  FROM  £144  per  person 


FIVE  NIGHTS  FROM  £134  per  person 


FIVE  NIGHTS  FROM  £196  per  person 


Wakefield  Posthouse 

Ml  Posthouse 

NattinghamfDoiby  Posthouse 

Basildon  Posthouse 

Belfast  Posthouse 

LMifc/Selby  Posthouse 

Leicester  Posthouse 

Stevenage  Posthouse 

tfeenide  Posthouse 

Washington  Pothouse 

WnlteH  The  Boundary  Hotel* 

Grimsby  Posthouse 

Mcwcastte-upowiync  Posthouse 
Preston  Posthouse 

tpsewich  Posthouse 

Soften  The  Beaumont  Hotel* 

Baringstoka  Posthouse 

Glasgow  Airport  Posthouse 

Aberdeen  Posthouse 

Ahreston  Posthouse 

WvriDgtsnftnwn  Posthouse 


Birmingham  Qty 

Posthouse 

£184 

Cardiff  CHy 

Posthouse 

£184 

Chester 

Posthouse 

£184 

Ferehn 

Posthouse 

£184 

JJCflH-l 

Posthouse 

£184 

High  Wycombe 

Posthouse 

£184 

HuO  Marina 

Posthouse 

£184 

Maidstone 

Posthouse 

£184 

Liverpool 

The  Gladstone* 

£184 

Swansea 

Posthouse 

£188 

1 FIVE  NIGHTS  FROM  £192  per  person  H 

Ashford 

Posthouse 

£192 

Bristol 

Posthouse 

£192 

Havant 

Posthouse 

£192 

Taunton 

Posthouse 

£192 

York 

Posthouse 

£192 

Sou  thought  mi 

The  Polygon* 

£192 

I FIVE  NIGHTS  FROM  £172  per  person  1 

Baxley 

Posthouse 

£172 

Birmingham  Airport 

Posthouse 

£172 

Cardiff  Pentwyn 

Posthouse 

£172 

Coventry 

Posthouse 

£172 

Oxrydon 

Ponhome 

£172 

Southampton  Eastleigh 

Posthouse 

£172 

Epping 

Posthouse 

£172 

Glasgow  Erskine 

Posthouse 

£172 

Lincoln 

Posthouse 

£172 

Hmasth  under  lymv 

Posthouse 

£172 

Posthouse 

£172 

Peterborough 

Posthouse 

£172 

BugbyfHorth— ipton 

Posthouse 

£172 

Sheffield 

Posthouse 

£172 

Aylesbury 

Posthouse 

£176 

Birmingham  Groat  Barr 

Posthouse 

£176 

Carlisle 

Posthouse 

£176 

Dover 

Posthouse 

£176 

Gloucester 

Posthouse 

£176 

Haydock 

Posthouse 

£176 

Manchester  Gty 

Posthouse 

£176 

Reading 

Posthouse 

£176 

1*1  ara, ->  rlra  ■> 

jwtiooii 

Posthouse 

£176 

g Five  NIGHTS  FROM  £180  per  person  1 

Colchester 

Posthouse 

£180 

Derby 

Posthouse 

£180 

Norwich 

fosthouse 

£180 

Rochester 

Posthouse 

£180 

South  Minims 

Posthouse 

£180 

5~™ 

FOR  THE 
PRICE  OF 
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Brentwood 

Posthouse 

£196 

Brighouse 

Posthouse 

£196 

Glasgow  CHy 

Posthouse 

£196 

Bramhopo 

Posthouse 

£196 

Milton  Keynas 

Posthome 

£196 

Southampton 

Posthouse 

£196 

Charley 

Parle  Hat!  Hotel* 

£196 

I FIVE  NIGHTS  FROM  £200  per  person  | 

fMitenugb 

Posthouse 

OM 

Guildford 

Posthouse 

£200 

Portsmouth 

Posthouse 

£200 

Cambridge 

Posthome 

£204 

Lancaster 

Posthouse 

£208 

Plymouth- 

Posthouse 

£2T2 

Stiatford-upon  Avon  Posthouse 

£220 

Stroud  The  Bear  of  Rodborough 

£232 

Edinburgh 

Posthouse 

£236 

Chichester  The  Dotphki  & Anchor 

£236 

MaUocStBath 

The  New  Bath  Hotel 

£236 

Ouncfle 

The  Talbot 

£236 

Rye 

The  George 

£236 

Southwell 

The  Saracen's  Head 

£236 

Thetford 

The  Bell 

£236 

| FIVE  NIGHTS  FROM  £240  per  person  || 

dp 

FORTE 

-Heritage 


dinner,  bed  and  full 
traditional  breakfast. 

Offer  available  from  1 April 
to  7 May  1997. 

BOOK  BEFORE  31  MARCH  '97 


Use  Regent  Mace  CIS 

The  Kensington  CSesa  £276 

Posthouse  Bloomsbury  £296 

-Posthouse  Regent*  Perk  096 

The  Strand  Palace  £316 

Hotel  Ruasall  £336 

The  Cumberland  Hotel  £336 

La  MtrftSen  Pkonfifly £516 

■ not  part  of  the  Heritage  or  Resthome  brands 

To  book,  see  your  travel  agent  or  call 

0345 
40  40  40 

quoting  reference  Times 


DribOn  Airport  Posthouse  i 

Ouster  Blossoms  Hotel 

AUriaton  The  Star  Inn 

Hereford  The  Green  Dragon 

Marlborough  The  Castle  & BaD 

Dimeter  The  LuttreW  Arms 

Exeter  The  Southgate 

Forest  of  Oman  The  Speech  House 


North  Berwick 
Canterbury 
Long  Me  Herd 
Lincoln 


The  Marine 
The  Chaucer  Hotel 
The  Bull 
The  White  Hart 


UuMunK’durdi  The  faonmouth  Hotel 
DoeedataMsHmraelhe  Pewrt  of  the  Peat 
Oxford  Eastgate  Hotel 

Salisbury  The  White  Hart 

Ross-on  Wye  The  Royal 

Stew  on  the  Wold  The  Unicom 
Dartmouth  The  Dart  Marina  Hotel 
Lamenham  The  Swan 

NdMau  The  Metrspole 

SWhrttg—  Avon  The  Shakespeare 
Woodstock  7he  Bear  Hotel 

SfcUaidt^wiAMwi The  Ahenon  Minor 
Oxford  The  Randolph 

St  Andrews  Rusadcs  Hotel 

ffeJtesfey  The  Blade  Swan 

Torquay  The  Imperial 

Bath  The  Bath  Spa 


-l- 

FORTE 

Posthouse 


m and  GondUbns 

• Prices  are  per  penon  based  on  either  the  weekend  or  midweek  rate  from  the  Labure  Breeds  1997  fareebwe.  xMdwwr  b lower. 

. »V5n^hB  acmnvnodation.  fid  traditional  breakfast,  table  tfhfrteeftnw  A VAT  at  17.5K  based  oo2adufe  aharing  astanchrdwWdoubleroora. 

angle  sixxileirerts  at  London  botch  and  at  M e*fw  hotels  • sale  oaupancy  siupiement  may  be  charge^  please  ask  teerwtJonj  Agtnts  ftjr  detab  and  cosh, 

aafcs  must  be Qfcen  between  i April  ml  7 May  1997.  ■ All  resenatknmsvA^eateaMAtalliyiMlihaEinliEdniBiterorroQnBaialebtanihaeproniodMalraiB. 
• Hies#  offers  onnat  be  used  hi  conjunction  ntth  any  othu  offer  or  specM  pramodon.  • Stays  at  PosBxase  « tor^ Thunday  to  Monday  ordy 
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Midlands  police  criticised 
for  poor  clear-up  record 


By  Stewart  Tendler,  crime  correspondent 


WEST  Midlands  Police  has 
one  of  the  worst  crime-fighting 
records  in  the  country,  accord- 
ing to  a Home  Office  report 
published  yesterday. 

Officers  in  the  force,  one  of 
the  biggest  in  Britain,  were 
accused  by  Her  Majesty's 
Inspectors  of  Constabulary  of 
relying  too  heavily  on  confes- 
sions by  convicted  prisTners 
rather  than  proper  detections. 
Police  also  under-recorded  or 
failed  to  record  some  crimes, 
something  which  may  have 
made  tire  force’s  crime  figures 
seem  better  than  was  realty 
the  case. 

In  January,  the  Audit  Com- 
mission said  that  West  Mid- 
lands Police  had  performed 
poorly,  despite  extra  manpow- 
er and  money.  West  Midlands 
was  bottom  of  the  league  of  43 
provincial  forces  for  solving 
burglaries,  violence  and  for 
crimes  solved  per  officer. 

The  force  has  also  come 
under  scrutiny  over  its  role  in 
the  Bridgewater  case,  in  which 
three  men  were  freed  last 
month  by  the  Court  of  Appeal 
after  serving  IS  years  for 
murder. 

Yesterdays  report  is  one  of 


the  most  critical  issued  by  the 
inspectors  for  a force  in  recent 
years. 

An  inspection  team  led  by 
John  Stevens,  former  Chief 
Constable  of  Northumbria, 
found  that  the  force  cleared  up 
only  125  per  cent  of  crime  by 
detection.  The  clear-up  rate  for 
domestic  burglaries  was  even 
lower  at  8 per  cent. 

Of  all  die  crime  cleared  up, 
45  per  cent  was  accounted  for 
kry  confessions  made  by  pris- 
oners during  visits,  something 
that  the  report  strongly  criti- 
cised. The  report  found  thar 
the  percentage  of  crime 
cleared  up  by  West  Midlands 
Police  using  prison  visits  was 
twice  the  average  for  provin- 
cial forces. 

Visits  give  the  prisoners  a 
chance  to  admit  crimes  which 
can  be  used  to  help  their  case 
before  parole  boards.  They  are 
normally  not  prosecuted  for 
the  offences  they  admit.  In 
recent  years,  forces  have  been 
told  to  tighten  up  the  proce- 
dure after  allegations  of 
corruption. 

In  the  report  the  inspection 
team  raised  questions  about 
whether  the  prison  visits  by 


Stevens:  led  inspection 
team  in  West  Midlands 

West  Midlands  officers  were 
being  properly  monitored  and 
recorded. 

The  inspectors  urged  Ted 
Crew,  the  new  Chief  Consta- 
ble. to  take  action  to  stop  his 
7J  00-strong  force  relying  on 
confessions. 

The  Inspectors  also  queried 
the*  recording  of  crimes  and 
pointed  to  ‘’anomalies”  after 
taking  a sample  of  what  is 
included  in  crime  records. 
They  found  that  the  cost  of 
criminal  damage  in  some 


cases  had  been  underestimat- 
ed. which  meant  they  fell 
below  Home  Office  guidelines 
for  inclusion  in  official  statis- 
tics. Other  crimes  were  record- 
ed as  minor  offences  when 
they  were  more  serious. 

The  inspectors  believe  the 
that  problem  lay  with  sloppy 
controls,  rather  than  a deliber- 
ate attempt  to  misrepresent 
the  force’s  performance,  but 
the  report  said  that  the  inaccu- 
racies could  affect  the  overall 
picture  of  crime. 

Yesterday,  Mr  Crew,  who 
took  over  as  West  Midlands 
Chief  Constable  last  summer, 
said  in  a statement  that  the 
report  recognised  the  force 
was  in  transition  and  many  of 
the  recommendations  were 
now  part  of  the  force's  strategy 
for  the  next  year.  They  had 
already  been  identified  by  the 
time  of  the  inspection  last 
autumn  and  the  strategy 
would  aim  to  improve  the 
force's  performance. 

Mr  Crew  said  that  Her 
Majesty's  Inspectorate  had 
“recognised  the  painful  pro- 
cess the  force  is  undergoing  as 
it  focuses  its  attention  on 
improving  its  performance" 
and  had  also  praised  some  of 
the  force's  work. 
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Sex  convicts’ f 
pin-ups 
alarm  jail 
inspector 

By  Richard  Ford  . 

HOME  CORRESPONDENT 


George  Gamble  and  one  of  bus  birds.  The  rediscovered  Percy  will  stay  in  China 

Percy  takes 
a slow  boat 


PERCY  the  pigeon,  which 
disappeared  during  a race 
five  years  ago,  has  turned  up 
in  China  (Paul  Wilkinson 
writes}.  The  bird  vanished  on 
a flight  from  Folkestone  to  its 
loft  on  George  Gamble's  allot- 
ment at  Bfllingham,  Teesside. 
Mr  Gamble.  50,  assumed  it 
had  fallen  prey  to  a hawk  or 
had  bad  an  accident. 

But  this  week  the  North  of 
England  Homing  Union  re- 
ceived a fax  from  a fancier  in 
Shanghai,  where  pigeon  rac- 
ing is  a big  sport  The  bird 
had  landed  exhausted  on  a 
North  Sea  oil  rig  and  was 
passed  to  a Chinese  sailor, 
who  took  it  home.  Mr  Gam- 
ble said:  “I  won't  be  asking 
for  him  back.  Transport  is  a 
bit  too  expensive." 


PRISON  staff  need  national 
guidelines  on  dealing  with  sex 
offenders  who  put  up  pictures 
of  children  and  naked  women  • 
in  their  cells,  the  Chief  Inspec- 
tor of  Prisons  says  today. 

Sir  David  Ramsbotham  , 
says  it  is  not  simply  a question  I 
of  banning  the  pictures._Th?y  -. 
illustrate  behaviour  that 
should  be  taken  into  account 
when  assessing  the  risk  that 
the  men  pose.  “Sex  offcncfers-- 
who  have  possible  sexual  fan- 
tasy material  in  their  posses- 
sion should  be  confronted  and  * 
monitored,"  he  says.  V r 

He  and  his  inspectors  bad 
been  concerned  to  see  such  • 
pictures  on  noticeboardsand  -■ 
walls  in  sex  offenders’ cells  at . 
Albany  jail  on  the  Isle  of 
Wight  "Staff  at  Albany  were.  . 
more  aware  than  many  about 
the  link  betweeen  sexual  fanta-  ..... 
sy  material  and  offending,  and  ^ 
many  of  them  wanted  dearer, 
guidelines." 

He  praises  the  treatment 
programme  for  sex  offenders- ' 
and  the  staff  running  it  at ; - 
Albany,  where  183  of  the  425 
prisoners  were  serving  sen- 
tences for  sex  crimes  when  he 
visited  it  last  June.  Half  those 
who  completed  treatment  had 
a reduced  arousal  to  deviant  ■ 
material. 

Stephen  Moore,  governor  of. 
the  jail  since  December,  said 
the  report  was  generally  posi- 
tive and  acknowledged  “the 
good  work  staff  have  been 
doing  in  creating  a purposeful 
regime  and  tackling  offending 
behaviour". 

In  a second  report,  Sir  , 
David  condemns  Wormwood 
Scrubs  in  west  London,  where 
a huge  rebuilding  programme 
and  pressure  of  numbers 
meant  the  “prison  has  become 
mainly  a warehouse".  Most  of  * 
the  1,027  inmates  were  locked 
up  all  day. 

■Richard  Tilt  Director-Gen- 
eral of  the  Prison  Service,  said 
that  he  shared  Sir  David'S 
concern.  A new  management 
team  had  been  appointed  and 
he  was  - confident  foe  - jail 
would  regain  its  position  as  - 
the  service's  flagship. 
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Eating  more  Carrots 
has  visible  benefits 


Macau  cvanfi 
%■ 

accident  or 


NICOLE  CERTAINLY  KNOWS  HOW  TO  MAKE 
THE  MOST  OF  HER  CAPITAL. 


By  Robin  Young 

SHOPPERS  should  be  filling 
their  baskets  with  carrots, 
according  to  researchers  from 
the  Institute  of  Food  Research 
in  Norwich. 

Their  work  suggests  that 
increasing  the  body's  intake  of 
teta  carotene  by  four  carrots  a 
day  would  significantly  en- 
hance the  immune  system's 
ability  to  spot  cancerous 
changes  quickly.  An  increased 
intake  of  carotenoids  may 
also  delay,  or  possibly  pre- 
vent, the  development  of  cata- 
racts. Carotenoids  are  also 
found  in  other  fresh  vegeta- 
bles and  fruit  and  in 
wholemeal  cereals. 

Advertised  promotions 
include: 

Asda:  beef  rump  steak  £6.49  kg, 
sirloin  Meak  E7.95  kg,  turkey 
crown  £4.38  kg,  prawns  EI.99  for 
400g,  grapefruit  5Sp  for  two, 
strawberries  99p  for  420g. 
Budgens:  leg  of  pork  £3.69  kg. 
pork  and  leek  sausages  E1.I4  for 
454g,  Cathedral  City  mature  ehed- 
dar  £189  lb,  cnnrinenlal  salad  79p 
for  2n0g.  Sara  Lee  double  choc- 
olate gateau  99p  for  340g. 

Coop  (CWS):  shoulder  of  NZ 
lamb  L3.79  kg,  chicken  drumsticks 
kg,  brie  £5.95  ke.  Spanish 
asparagus  EJ.49  for  2STg.  carrots 
39p  for  h25g. 

Dewfaorst:  leg  of  pork  joints 
WIplb,  boneless  pork  shoulder 
joints  <Wp  |b,  spare  rib  pork  chops 
99p  lb,  belly  pork  49p  lb. 

Harrods:  dry  cured  sauusson 
with  hazelnuts  Ei.79  for  lOOg. 
Indian  sweer  and  sour  aubergine 
with  tomato,  spices  and  herbs 
11.09  for  lOOg. 

Iceland:  economy  pork  chops 


£3.49. for  13kg,  breaded  chicken 
nuggets  E3.99  for  50,  large  sausage 
rolls  £1.99  for  50.  breaded  cod 
steaks  £1.99  for  six. 

Rwflk.  Save  Grampian  chicken 
£4.49  for  3 to  3.4kg.  Mars  Bar  egg 
13.75  for  249g,  Smarties  eeg  £1.17 
for  lOOg,  Sun  blest  hot  cross  buns 
45p  for  four. 

Marks  & Spencer  NZ  lamb  leg 
knuckle  £529  kg,  chicken  breast 
fillets  E7.99  for  ten.  reduced  fat  hot 
cross  buns  49p  for  four. 

Morrisons:  Australian  sirloin 
steak  ES.79  kg,  pork  chops  £3.0(5 
kg,  turitey  steak  E438  kg.  boneless 
shoulder  pork  £218  kg.  fresh 
octopus  EI.I5  lb,  whole  herring  or 
mackerel  9»p  lb. 

Safeway:  leg  of  lamb  £ib9  kg, 
skinless  chicken  breast  fillets  £439 
for  567g.  smoked  Scottish  salmon 
™ for  450g.  chicken  korma 
£1.99  for  340g,  hot  cross  buns  59p 
for  six 

Salisbury's:  NZ  lamb  leg  £529  kg, 
topside  £5.79  kg.  stewing  beef 
E2.99  kg.  boneless  pork  shoulder 
L-I9  kg.  back  bacon  £1.99  for 
500g.  cucumbers  39p  each,  iceberg 
lettuce  49p  each.  e 

Somerfidd:  turkey  basted  breast 
joint  £2. ,W  for  500g.  smoked  gam- 
mon joint  £299,  medium  crispy 
rake  pork  pie  99p,  parsnips  59p  for 
WOg.  asparagus  rips  £1.60  for  12&l 
Tesco:  pork  loin  steaks  £4.99  kg, 
boneless  leg  of  pork  £2.99  kg. 
jumbo  salmon  fillets  E299  lb 
lemon  soie  £249  lb.  smoked  had- 
dosed  cup  musb- 
99p  lb.  cauliflower  55p  each. 
Warlrose:  chicken  legs  £1.99  kg, 

farmhouse  duckling  £230  for  1.9  to 
23kg.  ground  pork  EI.99  for  500s. 
Eg,  prawns  £299  for  555.  . 
William  pears  39p  lb. 
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Now  Nicole’s  making  her  own  way  in  the  big 
city*  it’s  up  to  her  to  make  her  francs  go  further. 
W hich  is  why,  when  it  comes  to  buying  a car,  she’ll 
find  the  new'  special  edition  Renault  Clio  Paris  and 
Clio  Versailles  simply  ideal. 

Roth  the  Paris  and  Versailles  are  brimming  with 
style,  practicality  and  the  sheer  je  ne  sais  quoi 
which  distinguishes  every  Clio 
from  its  rivals. 

Stylish  touches  range  from 

REVAUtr  , . , * 

CARS  eacn  model  s distinctive 

WITH  FLAIR  upholstery  to  its  high  quality 


Philips  stereo  sound  system  (with  removable  fascia 
on  the  Versailles). 

Practicality  is  highlighted  by  a computer  padlock 
engine  immobiliser,  advisable  on  even  the  most 


Cfio  Versailes  1.2  3dr 

0% 

£99  deposit* 

Typical  Example 

9.9%  APR 

Cash  Price  inc.  on  the  road  costsf 

£7,895.00 

£7^95.00 

Deposit 

£3,947.48 

£99.00 

Monthly  Repayments 

£328-90 

x!2 

£193.60 

x48 

Total  Credit  Price 

£7,893.00 

£9,49130** 

Finance  and  nsurance  offers  not  available  on  the  Clio  Pans 


romantic  houlex'ards  these  days.  As  for  that  something 
extra. ..step  forward  rhe  Versailles’  tilr-and-slide 
sunroof  and  both  cars’  tinted  glass  and  rear 
wash/wipe.  Above  all,  there's  the  superb  new  I^-Iitre 
D.I.E.T.  engine  with  5-speed  gearbox,  the  perfect 
partner  on  both  busy  streets  and  open  roads. 

Yet,  with  prices  starting  at  just  £7,195  on  the 
road  for  the  Paris,  and  £7,895  for  the 
Versailles,  both  models  are  within  anyone’s  reach. 
Even  someone  who’s  just  started  her  first  job. 

For  more  information  on  the  Clio  Paris  and  Clio 
Versailles,  call  free  on  0800  52  51  50. 


Lombard 

Direct 


J.HH  PERSONAL  LOAN  s 


NEED  SOME  EXTRA  CASH? 

for  an  unsecured 
personal  loan  from 

£800  to  £15,000, 

(me  call  to 
Lombard  Direct 
and  you  re  laughing. 

Cal]  08002.15000*  at  any 
onig  of  the  day  or  night  quoting 
rc®erroce  number  472 1307.  • 


APR 

J3.9%a 


— VERSAILLES  NOW WITH  ONE  YEAR'S  FREE  INSURANCE* 
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times  Friday  march  21 1997 

Nato  expansion  at 
uneasy  heart  of 
U S-Russia  talks 


FtaoM  Richard  Beestun  in  Helsinki 

P^idenfY3tehH]SVN,aj2.d  mar^s:  1 think  that  this  is  a 
Iasi  night  in  Helsinki  ^°r  sununi1 foar  is  kind  of  review- 

in  ■■lSmlu-  m **«  ing  business ...  not  one  where 


0 


00m  sides  predicted  would  be 
the  toughest  Russian-Ameri- 
since  1,16  end  of 

the  Cold  War. 

With  relations  under,  heavy 
suatn  because  of  Moscow's 
objections  to  Nato’s  enlaree- 
nwnt  plans,  the  two  leaders 
met  at  a dinner  in  the  Finnish 
presidential  palace  for  the 
^remonial  part  of  their  two- 
day  meeting.  I 

Ahead  of  the  main  working 
session,  which  will  take  place 
today  at  the  Finnish  Presi- 
dent's seaside  residence,  both 
sides  kept  up  the  pre-negotiat- 
mg  rhetoric,  with  the  Russians 
sounding  an  optimistic  note, 
while  the  Americans  nied  to 
play  down  any  expectations  of 
a breakthrough. 

“President  Clinton  and  1 
face  difficult  and  serious 
talks."  Mr  Yeltsin  said  soon 
after  arriving  in  Helsinki.  “I 
think  that  Bill  Clinton  and  his 
team  a re  looking  for  a compro- 
mise to  ail  controversial  ques- 
tions, so  that  we  can  depart 
once  again  as  friends." 

Madeleine  Albright,  the  US 
Secretary  of  Sraie.  sounded  a 
different  note,  saying  that  the 
two  men  may  use  their  meet- 
ings simply  to  “renew  a good 
working  relationship".  She 
added:  “l  do  not  think  that 
there  are  specific  things  that 
one  should  look  for  as  bench-  ‘ 


there  is  going  to  be  specific 
things.” 

Even  the  arrival  of  the  two 
leaders  was  starkly  different 
Mr  Yeltsin,  whose  presence 
here  was  in  doubt  only  a 
month  ago  because  of  pneu- 
monia, looked  the  picture  of 
health  as  he  stepped  confident- 
ly from  his  newly  refurbished 


Clinton:  arrival  in  invalid 
style  aha  knee  injury 


The  bouncy  East  meets 
wheelchair-bound  West 
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By  Michael  Btiviyon 

THE  American  President 
arrived  in  Helsinki  yesterday 
in  a Finnair  catering  capsule. 
Never  has  a summit  begun  so 
humiliatingly,  never  has  pro- 
tocol been  so  confused. 

As  Air  Force  One  taxied  to  a 
halt  in  the  crisp  winter  sun,  a 
catering  hoist  edged  forward 
to  the  plane’s  forward  service 
entrance:  President  Ahtisaari 
and  Finnish  dignitaries  shuf- 
fled and  appeared  perpipet}: 
had  the  American  President 
ordered  a fresh  round  of  duty- 
free drinks?  IT 

Suddenly,  it  was  all  dear. 
The  red  carpet  was  hastily 
relaid  to  line  up  with  the 
. Finnair  truck.  Officials  read- 
ied themselves  for  the  salute. 
Slowly  the  hoist  went  up.  and 
slowly  it  came  down  again. 
No  one  emerged.  It  was,  it 
appeared,  a dummy  run  by 
the  Secret  Sendee  to  see  that 
foe  contraption  was  working. 
Up  and  down  it  went  again. 
The  bade  flap  opened,  and  a 
man  holding  crutches  peered 


out  suspiciously.  Then  Mr 
Clinton  appeared.  Smiling 
sheepishly  as  his  wheelchair 
was  pushed  into  view,  he 
shook  hands  with  the  Presi- 
dent and  was  manoeuvred  to 
his  limousine. 

There  were  no  speeches,  no 
anthems;  no  inspections  of  the 
guard.  There  was  not  even  a 
jaunty  touch  of  Roosevelt  Mr 
Clinton  had  been  doing  some 
exercises  with  his  physiother- 
apist on  the  flight  over,  but  he 
was  clearly  not  looking  for- 
ward to  the  world's  cartoon- 
ists having  a field  day. 

President  Yeltsin  arrived  a 
couple  of  hours  later,  and 
almost  bounded  down  foe 
steps,  a picture  of  breezy 
health.  Clearly  relishing  foe 
contrast  he  stood,  smiling 
and  bronzed  (there  must  be 
sun-lamps  in  the  Kremlin 
clinic)  beside  his  wife.  Naina, 
while  the  Russian  national 
anthem  echoed  across  the 
tarmac.  He  did  not  attempt  to 
sing:  there  are  no  words  to  the 
latest  national  hymn  as  the 
Russian  parliament  is  still 


locked  in  argument  over  what 
they  should  be. 

He  made  an  elaborate 
speech,  thanking  Mr  Ahti- 
saari. thanking  Finland,  ex- 
tolling good-neighbourly 
relations,  damping  down  ex- 
pectations of  summit  agree- 
ment and  rounding  off  with 
hopes  for  world  peace.  It  was 
almost  as  long  as  a Gorb- 
achev statement,  and  certain- 
ly his  longest  public 
appearance  for  a year. 

Both  men  then  set  off  to 
check  in.  MrCIinton  has  been 
moved  out  of  foe  .American 
Ambassador's  residence  as  it 
has  no  lift,  and  is  having  to 
bunk  down  in  the  Interconti- 
nental Hotel  along  with  the 
entire  travelling  White 
House. 

Mr  Ahtisaari.  an  earthy, 
roly-poly  man  who  appeals  as 
much  to  Mr  Yeltsin’s  bluff- 
ness as  he  does  to  Mr  Clin- 
ton’s Southern  Good  Old  Boy 
charm,  has  lent  his  guests  his 
house  for  the  whole  summit, 
and  he  and  his  wife  have 
moved  ouL 
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jet  for  his  first  foreign  trip  in 
nearly  a year. 

Mr  Climon.  by  contrast, 
because  of  his  recent  knee 
injury,  was  lowered  from  Air 
Force  One  on  a Finnair  cater- 
ing truck  and  then  driven  to  a 
hotel  in  the  Finnish  capital  in 
an  ambulance. 

The  difference  in  their  ap- 
proach to  the  summit  can  be 
attributed  largely  to  each 
country's  pre-negotiating  tac- 
tics. Both  sides  know  very  well 
that  the  plan  to  extend  Nato 
membership  to  at  least  three 
of  the  former  Soviet  Bloc 
nations  will  go  ahead  at  the 
Madrid  summit  in  July. 

The  Russians,  who  regard 
the  mow  as  a direct  threat  to 
their  security  and  a blow  to 
their  national  prestige,  want  to 
squeeze  as  many  concessions 
as  they  can  from  foe  American 
negotiators. 

To  offset  foe  Kremlin's  dis- 
pleasure, die  Americans  have 
come  prepared  with  a number 
of  initiatives,  on  Moscow's 
future  role  in  European  sec- 
urity. arms  control  and  eco- 
nomic assistance  for  Russia's 
troubled  economy. 

In  particular.  Mr  Clinton  is 
expected  to  offer  Mr  Yeltsin  a 
“charter"  that  would  formalise 
Nato’s  relationship  with  Rus- 
sia and  grant  Moscow  a say  in 
Nato  policy.  The  Russians 
want  assurances  that  no  Nato 
nuclear  weapons  or  forces  will 
be  stationed  in  new  member 
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Drastic  cuts  in 
nuclear  arms 
back  on  agenda 

From  Michael  Btnyon  in  Helsinki 


President  Yeltsin  greets  onlookers  as  he  is  welcomed  in  Helsinki  for  the  summit 


countries.  There  is  also  scope 
for  fresh  cuts  in  strategic 
arms. 

Mr  Clinton,  who  has 
praised  the  new  Russian  Cabi- 
net. which  is  dominated  by 
young  reformers,  is  also  ex- 
pected to  offer  Moscow  eco- 
nomic incentives  in  the  form  of 
loan  guarantees  to  help  to 
stimulate  the  Russian  econo- 
my and  a permanent  seat  at 
the  G7  group  of  leading 
industrialised  countries. 

While  this  package  of  in- 


ducements may  sweeten  foe 
Na/o  pill,  foe  Americans  are 
aware  that  ultimately  there  is 
little  they  can  do  to  placate  Mr 
Yeltsin,  who  will  never  accept 
the  alliance's  expansion  plans. 
However  good  foe  relation- 
ship between  the  two  men. 
they  must  agreed  to  disagree. 

Tomorrow  Mr  Yeltsin  must 
return  back  to  Moscow  to  face 
whar  will  almost  certainly  be  a 
hostile  reception  from  opposi- 
tion Communist  and  national- 
ist leaders,  who  had  written 


off  the  summit  even  before  it 
started.  Viktor  Ilyukhin.  Com- 
munist head  of  the  Russian 
parliamentary'  security  com- 
mittee. said  yesterday  that 
there  was  no  point  in  talking 
to  America  and  that  Moscow’s 
only  alternative  was  to  take 
“counter-measures". 

He  said:  "Nothing  construc- 
tive will  come  of  this  summit 
precisely  because  Nato’s  ex- 
pansion is  a foregone  conclu- 
sion and  Russia  is  powerless 
there." 


PRESIDENT  Clinton  will  to- 
day urge  President  Yeltsin  to 
make  huge  new  cuts  in  Rus- 
sia's nuclear  arsenal,  scrap- 
ping thousands  of  warheads 
so  that  America  and  Russia 
eventually  haw  only  about 
2.000  nuclear  weapons  each. 

Arms  control,  a central  fea- 
ture of  East-West  summits 
during  the  Cold  War,  is  back 
on  foe  agenda  in  Helsinki. 
President  Clinton  said  before 
arriving  here  that  he  would 
discuss  guidelines  for  a Stan 
{strategic  arms  reduction  trea- 
ty) 3 agreement  with  Moscow 
to  continue  the  reductions 
I in  earlier  Start  accords, 
ey  envisage  cutting  nuclear 
stockpiles  by  two  thirds  from 
the  total  at  foe  Cold  War’s 
height. 

America's  proposals  are 
based  on  a Nuclear  Posture 
Review  by  the  Pentagon  three 
years  ago.  which  concluded 
that  nudear  weapons  played  a 
smaller  part  in  American  sec- 
urity than  at  any  time  in  the 
nudear  age  and  that  the 
country  should  concentrate  on 
anti-missile  defences  to 
counter  nudear  proliferation 
by  rogue  states.  It  recognised 
that  another  stage  of  negotiat- 
ed arms  control  with  Moscow 
would  need  to  follow  Stan  2. 
and  recommended  reductions 
in  non-strategic  forces  not 
covered  by  the  treaty. 

At  present  Russia  still  has 
between  10,000  and  15.000 
nuclear  weapons,  almost  ten 
times  as  many  as  America. 
The  Pentagon  review  said  this 
was  more  than  Russia  needed 


for  defence  and  more  than  it 
could  keep  under  control  dur- 
ing political  turbulence. 

So  far.  only  the  main  provi- 
sions of  the  first  Siart  agree- 
ment have  been  largely  en- 
acted. Three  former  Soviet 
republics  — Belarus,  Kazakh- 
stan and  Ukraine  — are  now 
nuclear-free.  America  has 
spent  almost  $2  billion  in 
helping  Russia  to  scrap  nu- 
clear warheads,  and  joint  pro- 
grammes are  going  ahead  to 
prevent  the  theft  of  weapons 
and  fissile  material  in  Russia. 

Start  2,  which  makes  far- 
ther deep  cuts  in  nuclear 
arsenals  10  about  3.000-3.500 
on  each  side,  has  not  come  into 
force,  however,  having  run 
into  strong  opposition  in  the 
Russian  parliament,  which 
believes  it  strongly  disadvan- 
tages Russia  and  is  refusing  to 
ratify  it. 

Until  Stan  2 is  ratified, 
prospects  for  a follow-on  trea- 
ty look  dim.  The  Americans 
envisage  Continuous  Arms 
Reduction  Talks  {Cart)  which 
would  include  strategic  and 
non-strategic  nudear  weap- 
ons. Washington  believes  that 
China.  Britain  and  France 
should  be  included  in  a second 
phase  of  Cart. 

But  experts,  including  Ash- 
worth Carter,  a former  Assis- 
tant Defence  Secretary  in  the 
Clinton  Administration,  say 
scrapping  all  nuclear  weapons 
is  neither  practical  nor  desir- 
able until  it  is  dear  that  other 
countries  will  do  so.  too.  Few' 
expect  much  progress  here  on 
beginning  a new  arms  treaty. 
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FREE 

PERSONAL 
HANDS-FREE  KIT 
(WORTH  £49.99)  WITH 
THE  NEW  NOKIA  1611 
DIGITAL  PHONE 


If  you  use  your  mobile  phone 
whilst  driving  you  could  be 
breaking  the  law,  but  with  this 
special  offer  you  can  talk  and 
drive  in  complete  safety 


OFFER  2 


VOSAFSSSE*  DIGITAL 
PACKAGE  - JUST  £199.99,, 

12  months  line  rental.  180  minutes  inclusive  calls. 
Connection.  Choice  of  phones  (including  NEC, 
Nokia,  Motorola  and  Alcatel). 


VODAFONE 
PERSONALWORLD  15 

PEOPLES  PHONE 
DIGITAL  PACKAGE 

LINE  RENTAL 

INCLUDED 

CONNECTION  BSE2E3HB 

INCLUDED 

GSM  MOBILE 

INCLUDED 

TOTAL 

£199.99 

TOTAL  SAVING  £55.00 

- - 

181  STORES 
NATIONWIDE 

CALL  US  NOW  FOR  YOUR  NEAREST  STORE,  TO  PLACE 

— : 

AN  ORDER  OR  FOR  A FREE  INFORMATION  PACK 

0800*10*11*12 
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Inflation  beaten  George  Paul,  the  Norwich  Union  chairman,  tethers  an  errant  inflatable  sign  as  the  insurer  announced  its  flotation  yesterday 


By  Gavin  Lumsden 


ALMOST  three  million  mem- 
bers of  Norwich  Union  will 
share  a-£3  billion  windfall  as 
a result  of  the  insurers  £5bfl- 
lion  stock  market  flotation,  it 
was  announced  yesterday. 

Norwich  Union  is  to  issue  13 
billion  free  shares  to  2.9  million 
members.  The  average  payout 
will  be  worth  about  £800.  The 
shares  will  be  split  between  the 
society’s  13  million  with-profit 
pensions  and  savings  policy- 
holders  as  well  as  its  1.1  million 
non-profit  holders  of  products 
such  as  annuities  and  term- 
assurance  mortgages. 

Dresdner  Kletnwort  Ben  sot, 
which  is  advising  Norwich 
Union,  estimates  the  shares 
will  be  worth  between  220p  and 
265p.  The  offer  exdudes  Nil’s 
4.1  million  non-life  insurance 
customers  wuridwide. 

NU  is  also  seeking  to  raise 
i 1.75  bfflion  in  a rights  issue  to 
fund  a restructuring.  Of  this. 
£15  billion  will  go  to  the  with- 
profits  fund,  which  wil]  become 
part  of  a new  company  called 


THE  cost  of  Norwich  Union’s  flotation  and 
rights  issue  will  be  E145  million,  including  a £25 
Bullion  tax  charge;  equivalent  to  £26  for  each 
qualifying  member  (Gavin  Lumsden  writes). 

Dresdner  Klein  wort  Benson,  which  is  co- 
ordinating the  bookbuilding  behind  the  rights 
issue,  wifi  get  €40  million.  The  rest  will  be 
shared  between  other  advisers,  such  as  actuary 
Tfltinghast-Towers  Perrin,  and  the  cost  of 
communicating  until  its  members  worldwide. 

Norwich  Union  is  making  120  separate 


mailings.  Unlike  the  converting  building 
societies,  it  has  been  able  to  send  a mini- 
circular  to  the  2.9  million  members  who 
qualify  for  shares,  reserving  18,000  copies  of 
the  full  document  for  institutional  investors. 

Advisers  have  been  huge  beneficiaries  of  the 
rush  to  the  stock  market  by  building  societies 
and  other  mutuals.  The  Halifax  paid  £413 
million  in  connection  with  the  acquisition  of 
the  Leeds  Building  Society  and  die  conversion 
to  a hank. 


Norwich  Union  Life  and  Pen- 
sions. The  money  will  replace 
the  general  non-life  business 
which  is  being  set  up  as  a 
separate  subsidiary.  Norwich 
Union  Insurance. 

Today,  2.2  million  UK  mem- 
bers should  receive  a circular 
detailing  their  individual 
share  allocation  as  well  as  a 
voting  form.  An  extraordinary 
meeting  is  to  be  held  at 
London  Arena  on  April  18. 

A 75  per  cent  vote  m favour 
for  the  demutualisation  is 
required  for  to  proceed.  This  is 


likely  as  even  non-profit  hold- 
ers will  receive  a fixed  alloca- 
tion of  150  shares.  With-profit 
policyholders  will  get  a fixed 
allocation  of 300  shares,  worth 
up  to  £800.  In  addition.  57  per 
cent  of  them  will  receive  a 
variable  allocation  dependent 
on  the  value  of  their  policy. 
This  could  double  the  amount 
of  shares  given  to  a third  of 
with-profit  holders.  Some 
126,000  with-profit  holders 
stand  to  get  more  than  1.200 
shares.  The  10.000  staff  will 
also  get  ISO  shares.  According 


to  a recent  Inland  Revenue 
ruling.  NU  members  will  have 
42  days  in  which  to  transfer  an 
unlimited  number  of  shares 
into  the  tax-free  shelter  of  a 
Pep.  NU  said  people  already 
drawing  on  policies,  such  as 
annuities,  would  also  get  150 
shares. 

Qualifying  members  will 
also  be  able  to  buy  further 
shares  in  the  rights  issue  at  a 
discount  to  the  price  set  for  the 
City.  On  the  basis  of  privatisa- 
tions. this  could  be  about  5 per 
cent  to  10  percent.  Details  will 


be  sent  m a mini-prospectus  in 
May.  NU  will  pay  its  first 
dividend  in  June  1998.  It  said 
a notional  net  dividend  For 
1996  would  have  been  worth 
£205  million. 

Proposing  the  demutualisa- 
tion, Allan  Bridgewater,  chief 
executive,  said  it  would  bring 
out  the  true  value  of  NlfTs 
subsidiaries,  increase  its  free 
asset  ratio  from  10.7  per  cent  to 
15.4  per  cent  and  improve  its 
access  to  external  capital.  Sig- 
nificantly. he  refused  to  com- 
ment on  whether  the  company 
had  received  offers  to  merge 
since  it  announced  the  plan  to 
demutualise  last  October. 

Richard  Harvey,  group  fi- 
nance director,  said  the  re- 
structuring would  enable  the 
with-profits  fund  to  invest  an 
additional  £13  billion  in  equi- 
ties. NU  had  already  begun  a 
series  of  derivatives  trades  to 
do  this.  Restating  corporate 
accounts,  he  said  NU  had 
achieved  E483  million  of  pre- 
tax profits  last  year. 
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Legal  & General  offers 
‘mis-selling’  solution 


ABN  Amro  in  talks  to 


buy  Capel-Cure  Myers 


By  Martin  Waller 


LEGAL  & GENERAL,  one  of  the 
country’s  biggest  insurers,  claims  it  has 

come  up  with  a way  of  helping  the  half  a 

million  people  who  were  wrongly 
tempted  out  of  occupational  schemes 
and  into  personal  pension  plans. 

The  L&G  was  heavily  implicated  in 
the  long-running,  and  still  largely 
unresolved,  pension  mis-selling  scan- 
dal. L&G  has  so  far  offered  redress  to 
only  about  10  per  cent  of  the  20,000  or 
more  mis-selling  cases  it  has  identified. 

David  Prosser,  chief  executive,  says 
the  slow  rate  of  progress  requires  the 
industry  to  take  the  initiative.  He 
proposes  issuing  a legally  binding 
guarantee  to  restore  any  loss  of  benefits 


to  pension  plan  holders  wrongly 
advised  by  L&G  representatives  to  opt 
out  of  their  company  scheme.  “What 
matters  to  the  individual  is  that  they 
know,  as  a matter  of  certainty,  that, 
when  they  retire,  all  the  pension 
benefits  to  which  they  would  have  been 
entitled  will  be  paid."  said  Mr  Prosser. 

L&G  wil!  earmark  an  unspecified 
proportion  of  the  group's  E20  billion 
life  fund  to  back  the  guarantees.  This 
sum  will  be  subject  to  the  usual  checks 
by  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Ind- 
ustry on  insurers.  The  scheme  needs 
the  agreement  of  the  Personal  Invest- 
ment Authority,  the  consumer  finance 
regulator.  Yesterday  it  was  sceptical. 


By  Caromne  Mfrrell 


Pennington,  page  27 


ABN  Amro  Hoare  Govett.  the  broking 
arm  of  the  Dutch  bank,  has  confirmed 
that  it  is  in  discussions  over  the 
purchase  of  Capel-Cure  Myers  Capital 
Management,  the  leading  private 
client  portfolio  manager. 

John  Henderson,  chief  executive  of 
Capel-Cure  Myers  Capital  Manage- 
ment, said  the  firm  had  made  the 
announcement  in  a bid  to  end  market 
speculation  about  the  future  of  the 
company.  “There  have  been  many 
rumours  about  a change  of  owner- 
ship." he  said. 

Capel-Cure  Myers  manages  about 
E4  billion  on  behalf  of  private  clients 
and  pension  funds.  The  company  is 


thought  to  have  made  £7  million  In 
1996.  Capel-Cure  Myers  is  currently  70 
per  cent  owned  by  C1GL,  a company 
formed  from  the  collapse  of  a Canadi- 
an properly  and  financial  services 
group.  At  the  end  of  last  year.  C1GL 
indicated  that  rt  wanted  to  sell  its 
stake.  Mr  Henderson  said;  “We  had 
preliminary  discussions  with  a num- 
ber of  different  parties."  The  company 
currently  employs  450  staff.  He  added 
that  a purchase  by  ABN  Amro  would 
represent  the  best  fit  for  the  company. 

ABN  Amro  has  been  interested  in 
increasing  its  asset  management  arm 
in  this  country  for  a long  time.  It  was 
this  ambition  that  led  it  to  offer  a job  to 
Nicola  Horiick,  the  former  senior 
Morgan  Grenfell  fund  manager. 


; staff  on  National  Express  gravy  train 


By  Fraser  Nelson 


Colin  Chad,  left  and  Phil  'White 


NATIONAL  EXPRESS,  the  transport 
group,  is  to  give  away  about  E30 
million  in  shares  as  a loyalty  bonus  ru 
the  staff  of  its  West  Midlands  bus 

company.  , , 

More  than  4.000  workers  of  West 
Midland  Travel,  which  became  pan  of 
National  Express  two  years  ago.  will 
receive  an  average  payout  worth 
£7  800  as  a reward  for  holding  on  to 
their  shares  for  two  years. 

The  staff,  who  were  the  owners  of 
West  Midlands  Travel  before  it  was 
taken  over  in  a £2O0  million  deal,  will 
receive  the  windfall  after  the  compa- 
ny’s annual  meeting  on  May  1.  Six 


million  shares  are  being  issued,  which 
were  set  aside  as  part  of  the  original 
deal. 

The  company,  which  Iasi  month 
became  Britain's  biggest  train  operator 
after  winning  the  franchise  for 
Sent  Rail,  made  an  operating  profit  of 
£2.1  million  from  Gatwick  Express  and 
Midland  Main  Line  in  their  first  eight 
months.  The  two  lines  were  expected 
only  to  break  even.  Phil  White,  chief 
executive,  said  the  company,  which 
formally  takes  over  San  Rail  next 
month,  was  confident  that  it  could 
resolve  the  dispute  that  has  left  the 
country's  rail  system  paralysed  hy  one- 
day  strikes. 

National  Express's  i me-. intent  in  its 


bus  fleet  helped  the  division  to  lift 
profits  by  60  per  cent,  to  £39.4  million. 
After  a restructuring  charge  of  £3.83 
million,  group  pre-tax  profits  were  45 
per  cent  ahead  at  £60.1  million. 
Earnings  were  32Bp  (27.9p)  and  a final 
dividend  of  8 Ip,  due  on  May  2.  lifts  the 
total  to  I15p  (10p). 

Colin  Child,  the  finance  director, 
said  that  after  cutting  borrowings  from 
£37.8  million  to  £5.1  miUion.  the 
company  was  on  the  prowl  for  acquisi- 
tions. It  is  unlikely  to  buy  any  UK  bus 
companies,  he  said,  but  would  be 
interested  in  bidding  for  a part  of 
London's  Underground  system. 
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Shares  tumble 
as  Greenspan 
overshadows 
inflation  fall 


BUSINESS 

TODAY 


STOCK  MARKET 
INDICES  V-- 


FTSE100 42S8.1  (-74.1) 

Yield 3.79* 

FTSE  AB  store  ..  2079.85  (-35361 

Nikkei Closed 

Now  Yoric 

Dow  Jones 6829.34  (-48.34)* 

S&P  Composite  781.85  (-X92)" 


US  RATE 


By  Janet  Bush  and  Richard  Thomson 


Norwich  members  to  get 


LONDON  shares  plunged  to 
their  biggest  daily  loss  since 
December,  spooked  once 
again  hy  a warning  of  higher 
American  interest  rates  from 
Alan  Greenspan.  Chairman  of 
the  US  Federal  Reserve. 

The  FT-SE  100  index  dosed 
74.1  points  lower  at  4,258.1. 
The  index  now  stands  186 
points  down  from  its  all-time 
closing  high  on  March  11,  with 
all  but  20  points  of  that  slump 
occurring  this  week  after  John 
Major  confirmed  that  the  elec- 
tion will  be  on  May  1. 

The  selling  came  despite 
news  that  British  retail  price 
inflation  fell  in  February. 
Headline  inflation  edged  low- 
er to  2.7  per  cent,  from  2i5  per 
cent  in  January,  while  under- 
lying inflation  fell  from  3.1  per 
cent  to  2.9  per  cent 

In  December  the  FT-SE  100 
was  sent  88  points  lower  in  a 
day  after  Mr  Greenspan 
warned  stock  market  inves- 
tors against  “irrational  exu- 
berance". This  time  he  told  the 
Joint  Economic  Committee  of 
Congress  that  the  American 
economy  retained  “a  great 
deal  of  vigour”  and  that  the 
job  market  remained  strong. 

In  remarks  widely  interpret- 
ed as  a strong  hint  that  the  US 
central  bank  will  raise  interest 
rates,  he  emphasised  the  need 
for  the  Fed  to  act  pre- 
emptively to  prevent  inflation 
rising  out  of  control. 

On  Wall  Street,  the  Dow 
Jones  industrial  average  imm- 
ediately fell  50  points  before 
recouping  some  of  its  losses  to 
stand  around  35  points  lower 
at  midday.  The  mood  in 
London  was,  if  anything, 
somewhat  darker  than  on 
Wall  Street 

The  market  is  not  only 
contending  with  the  inevitable 


uncertainties  of  an  election 
campaign,  but  also  a growing 
perception  that  British  interesr 
rates  will  rise  once  the  poll  is 
over. 

Despite  yesterday’s  fall  in 
inflation,  the  Gty  was  still 
worried  by  Wednesday’s  news 
of  another  sharp  fall  in  unem- 
ployment. higher  average 
earnings  growth  and  a 
healthy  bounce  in  retail  sales. 
These  hints  of  economic 
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falls  in  February 
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THE  patchy  nature  of  the 
housing  market  recovery  was 
underfined  yesterday  by  the 
latest  mortgage  lending  fig- 
ures from  banks  and  building 
societies,  showing  a slight  fan 
in  February.  But  outride  the 
housing  market  demand  for 
credit  remained  strong. 

Meanwhile,  manufacturers 
said  exports  were  now  at  then- 
lowest  level  since  1993 
because  of  the  strength  of 
sterling.  The  Confederation  of 
British  Industry  said  an  im- 
provement in  domestic  orders 
had  compensated  for  the  de- 
cline in  exports.  Page  26 
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Guinness  warns 


strength  were  compounded 
yesterday  hy  news  of  a sharp 
jump  in  bread  money  supply. 

The  fall  in  headline  inflation 
was  largely  because  of  food 
prices,  although  the  index  was 
also  depressed  by  household 
goods  and  personal  goods 
prices.  Housing  and  motoring 
costs,  phis  clothing  prices, 
pushed  inflation  higher. 


Guinness  gave  warning  that 
the  soaring  pound  could 
knock  about  £100  million  off 
its  profits  over  the  next  two 
years.  The  company  reported 
an  II  per  cent  rise  in  1996  pre- 
tax profits  to  E975  million. 
Page 27 


Tax  fear 


Pennington,  page  27 
Markets,  page  28 


John  Laing,  one  of  Britain  5 
largest  construction 
companies,  said  Labour's 
proposed  windfall  tax  could 
stifle  recovery  in  the  building 
trade,  should  the  party  come 
to  power.  Page  30 
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THE  BEST  DEAL 
ON  THE  JUPITER  PEP 
IS  FROM  ANOTHER  STAR 


When  it  comes  to  offering  absolutely  the  best  discounts  on  the  leading  PEPS, 
The  PEP  Superstore  is  a star  performer.  Just  like  Jupiter. 

Invest  a lump  sum  in  the  Jupiter  PEP  through  The  PEP  Superstore  and  you 
get  3%  in  extra  units  from  Jupiter,  plus  Vh%  cashback  from  us.  A deal 
which  cannot  be  bettered  by  going  direct,  or  via  any  other  intermediary. 

Unhappy  with  your  existing  PEP?  Transfer  to  Jupiter  and  this 
unbeatable  offer  is  yours. 


The  PEP  Superstore  is  a no  frills,  execution  only  service  for  the  cost 
concious  PEP  investor  and  is  a division  of  Chelsea  Financial,  the  UK's  oldest 
and  most  respected  discount  broker. 

So  for  a great  deal  on  Jupiter,  call  0171  351  6022.  Or  return  the  coupon. 
It's  an  out  of  this  world  offer  from  The  PEP  Superstore. 

The  super  star. 


The  PEP  Superstore 


THE  BEST  PEPS.  THE  BEST  DISCOUhTTS. 

A Division  of  Chelsea  Financial  Services  Pic. 


The  PEP  Superstore,  FREEPOST,  2/1  Harbour  Yard.  Chelsea  Harbour, 
London  SW100YZ  Tel:  0171  351  6022 


RESULATED  BY  THE  KRSOHAL  MVE5IMEKT  AUTHORITY.  1M  VALUE  OP  ■WESTMOTO  AND  INCOME  FROM  nOI  CAM  FALL  AS  WEIL  AS  RS. 


The  PEP  Superstore,  FREEPOST,  2/1  Harbour  Yard.  Chelsea  Harbour,  London  5W10  OYZ.  I 
I would  like  to  know  more  about  Jupiter  discounted  PEPS.  1 
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Home  loans 
point  to 
patchy 
recovery 

By  Robert  Miller  and  Janet  Bush 


THE  patchy  nature  of  the 
housing  market  recovery  was 
underlined  yesterday  by  the 
latest  mortgage  lend  mg  fig- 
ures from  tanks  and  building 
societies. 

But,  outside  the  housing 
sector,  demand  for  credit  in 
the  economy  appeared  to  re- 
main strong  and  the  M4 
broad  measure  of  money  sup- 
ply leapt,  underscoring  a 
growing  view  in  the  City  that 
interest  rates  will  have  to  be 
raised  after  the  election. 

The  Budding  Societies  Asso- 
ciation (BS  A]  said  that  net  and 
gross  mortgage  lending  fell 
slightly  in  February,  although 
approvals  rose  to  £2.9  billion 
from  £2.5  billion  in  January. 
Members  of  the  association 
recorded  a £335  million 
monthly  fall  in  net  advances 
from  El  billion  in  January 


Provisions 
take  toll 
of  Renault 

RENAULT,  the  French 
automaker,  suffered  a net 
loss  of  Fr525  billion  in 
1996.  the  company  said 
Losses  were  struck  after 
costs  and  provisions  of 
Fr3.91  billion,  particularly 
for  dosing  the  group’s 
plant  near  Brussels,  and  for 
the  social  plan  the  com- 
pany must  implement  in 
France  in  connection  with 
its  restructuring  plans. 

As  a result  of  the  provi- 
sions. the  group  incurred 
an  operating  loss  of  Fr5.99 
billion,  compared  with  a 
profit  of  Frl26  billion  in 
1995.  Exduding  restructur- 
ing changes,  the  operating 
loss  would  be  Frl-77  billion. 

Automotive  activities  lost 
Fr2.45  billion,  exduding 
provisions.  The  commerdal 
vehicle  arm  had  an  operat- 
ing loss  of  Fr705  million. 


while  monthly  gross  advances 
declined  by  £163  million  to 
E2.6  billion.  Savings  inflows  of 
E1.6  billion  last  month  were 
higher  than  January’s  £1.1 
billion. 

Adrian  Coles,  BSA  director- 
general,  said:  “Building  soci- 
ety net  and  gross  mortgage 
lending  fell  slightly  in  Febru- 
ary on  both  a seasonally 
adjusted  and  unadjusted  ba- 
sis. On  a seasonally  adjusted 
basis  net  advances  are  13  per 
cent  higher  than  last  year." 

Mr  Coles,  who  said  the 
latest  figures  show  a moderate 
and  patchy  recovery  is  contin- 
uing. added:  “This  slight 
downturn  in  lending  should 
not  be  taken  as  an  indication 
that  the  recovery  in  the  hous- 
ing market  is  faltering.  We  are 
seeing  some  areas  recovering 
very  strongly  indeed  while 
others  are  still  waiting  to  see 
the  full  benefits  of  the  upturn." 

The  British  Bankers’  Associ- 
ation said  that  mortgage  lend- 
ing by  the  major  UK  tanks,  to 
be  joined  shortly  by  the  Alli- 
ance & Leicester  and  later  in 
the  summer  by  die  Halifax. 
Woolwich  and  Northern  Rock, 
rose  by  £743  million  compared 
with  £806  million  in  January. 

The  BBA.  which  said  that 
the  monthly  home  loan  figures 
remained  comfortably  above 
the  recent  average,  added  that 
consumer  credit  rose  strongly 
by  £626  million,  of  which 
credit  cards  accounted  for  £231 
million. 

The  figure  that  attracted 
most  concern  in  the  City  was  a 
1.4  per  cent  jump  in  M4 
money  supply  in  February, 
much  bigger  than  economists 
had  expected.  This  took  its 
annual  growth  to  1 1.3  per  cent 
from  10  per  cent  in  die  year  to 
January,  so  taking  M4  even 
further  above  the  upper  limit 
of  the  Government's  3 to  9 per 
cent  monitoring  range. 

Although  M4  has  been  dis- 
torted by  the  introduction  of 
the  gilt  repo  market,  econo- 
mists still  said  that  its  rapid 
growth  was  a worry. 


Tom  Farmer,  the  chairman,  said  yesterday  that  die  record  had  been  achieved  despite  flat  market  conditions 


Sterling  ‘has  delivered 
untimely  exports  blow’ 


By  Philip  Bassett,  industrial  editor 


BRITAIN'S  manufacturing 
exports  are  now  at  their  lowest 
level  since  1993  because  of  the 
strength  of  sterling.  The  latest 
evidence  of  the  UK's  weaken- 
ing export  performance  will  be 
a blow  to  the  Government 
ahead  of  the  general  election 
in  the  midst  of  a run  of  good 
figures  on  inflation  and 
unemployment 

In  its  latest  monthly  trends 
survey,  the  Confederation  of 
British  Industry  today  says 
that  sterling's  continued 
strength  has  led  to  export 
demand  for  UK  manufactured 
goods  reaching  its  lowest  level 
since  November  1993. 

The  survey  of  more  than 
1,000  firms  in  50  industries, 
accounting  for  half  the  UK's 
manufacturing  exports,  shows 
that  35  per  cent  of  companies 
consider  their  export  books 
below  normal.  Only  17  per 


cent  say  their  export  books  are 
above  normal. 

This  net  balance  of  18  per 
cent  of  companies  citing  below 
normal  export  levels  marks  a 
rapidly  accelerating  trend  — 
down  from  a net  balance  of  12 
per  cent  recording  below  nor- 
mal exports  in  February,  and  8 
per  cent  in  January. 

Sudhir  Junankar.  CBI  asso- 
ciate director  of  economic 
analysis,  says  the  findings 
“show  that  the  strength  of 
sterling  is  beginning  to  take  its 
toll  on  export  orders". 

Manufacturers  hope  that 
falling  export  orders  can  be 
offset  by  domestic  sales,  and 
the  CBI’s  survey  gives  some 
support  to  that,  showing  that 
home  demand  is  stronger  than 
export  performance.  Total  or- 
ders are  now  broadly  stable 
after  an  improvement  in  de- 
mand. With  a fifth  of  firms 


saying  that  total  orders  are 
above  normal  and  21  per  cent 
suggesting  they  are  below 
usual  levels,  the  net  negative 
balance  of  1 per  cent  compares 
with  a figure  of  minus  6 per 
cent  for  February  and  is  the 
closest  that  overall  order 
books  have  been  to  normal 
levels  since  September  1995. 

Suggesting  that  this  im- 
provement in  domestic  de- 
mand lias  “more  than 
compensated"  for  the  fall  in 
exports,  the  CBI  says  that  with 
stocks  at  more  than  adequate 
levels,  manufacturers  have  be- 
come more  confident  about 
raising  output 

However,  the  survey  sounds 
a warning  note  on  inflation.  A 
net  9 per  cent  of  companies 
expect  domestic  prices  to  rise 
over  the  next  four  months, 
compared  with  only  4 per  cent 
last  month. 


Kwik-Fit 
wheels  in 
a record 

By  Fraser  Nelson 

REFURBISHMENT  and 
construction  of  new  sites 
helped  Kwik-Fit  the  car  parts 
repair  company,  to  return 
record  profits  last  year.  Its 
number  of  worldwide  sites 
broke  through  1.000. 

The  company  opened  31 
green  field  sites  and  added  83 
centres  to  its  national  network 
over  the  year,  which  helped 
pre-tax  profits  grow  19  per 
cent  to  £433  million  on  sales 
up  17  per  cent  at  £427  million. 

Tom  Farmer,  chairman, 
said  that  the  results  had  been 
achieved  in  spite  of  flat  mar- 
ket conditions.  The  group 
continued  to  lift  its  market 
share  in  The  Netherlands. 
The  division  had  attracted  a 
million  motorists. 

Earnings  grew  to  172p 
(14.7p)  per  share.  The  divi- 
dend rises  to  5.6p  (5p).  with  a 
final  33p  due  May  13. 
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Part  one,  Women  on  Men,  free 
with  April  Marie  Claire.  Part  two,  Men  on  Women,  free 
with  The  Times  on  Saturday,  5 April 

April  marie  daire  on  sale  21  March 
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Jury  in  the  Gokal 
trial  due  to  retire 


By  Jon  Ashworth 


THE  jury  in  the  trial  of  Abbas 
Gokal.  the  former  head  of  the 
Gulf  Group,  is  today  expected 
to  retire  to  consider  its  verdict 

Mr  Justice  Buxton  is  due  to 
complete  his  summing  up  this 
morning.  The  trial  opened  at 
the  Old  Bailey  in  September 
last  year. 

Mr  Gokal.  bl,  denies  one 
count  of  false  accounting  and 
a second  of  conspiracy  to 
defraud,  ft  is  alleged  that 
between  1985  and  1991.  he 
conspired  with  various  offici- 
als of  the  Bank  of  Credit  and 
Commerce  International 
(BCCI)  to  falsify  loan  docu- 
ments, board  minutes,  and 
other  documents,  with  a view 
to  enabling  BCCI  to  secretly 
fund  the  Gulf  Group. 

The  court  heard  that  the 
Gulf  Group  was  indebted  to 


BCCI  to  the  tune  of  more  than 
$12  billion. 

Mr  Gokal  is  further  alleged 
to  have  conspired  with  BCCI 
officials  to  create  a financial 
structure  designed  to  deceive 
Price  Waterhouse,  BCCI's  au- 
ditor. The  structure  was  alleg- 
edly controlled  by,  but  not 
traceable  to.  the  Gulf  Group, 
and  was  designed  to  channel 
funds  to  Gulf  from  BCCI. 

The  Gulf  Group  was  based 
in  Geneva  and  had  extensive 
interests  in  shipping  and  trad- 
ing. The  jury  was  told  that  Mr 
Gokal  had  fled  to  Pakistan 
after  the  company  collapsed  in 
1992.  but  was  arrested  in 
Frankfurt  two  years  later, 
when  the  aircraft  on  which  he 
was  travelling  to  New  York 
put  down  to  refuel.  He  was 
later  extradited  to  the  UK. 


Power  programme 
"should  be  delayed’ 

By  Christine  Buckley,  industrial  correspondent 


THE  programme  to  enable 
households  to  shop  around  for 
their  electricity  supply  has 
slipped  so  far  behind  schedule 
that  a delay  should  be  consid- 
ered. MPs  said  yesterday. 

The  all-party  Trade  and 
Industry  Select  Committee 
also  criticised  the  manage- 
ment of  the  ambititous  project. 

Referring  to  the  industry’s 
efforts  to  set  in  place  the 
mechanics  that  will  enable 
the  country's  25  million  elec- 
tricity consumers  to  switch 
electricity  supplier  by  April 
I99S,  the  committee  said: 
“Given  they  will  have  had 


eight  years  notice  since  vest- 
ing, this  progress  is  substan- 
tially less  than  we  would  have 
expected  to  see  some  12 
months  before  implementa- 
tion." It  concluded:  “The  possi- 
bility of  a short  delay  should 
not  be  excluded." 

The  committee  also  calls  for 
an  inquiry  into  the  cost  bene- 
fits of  opening  the  market  to 
competition.  MPs  are  con- 
cerned that  the  costs  of  imple- 
menting competition  should 
not  outweigh  or  balance  the 
benefits. 
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Lloyd’s  hearing 
opens  at  High  Court 

A number  of  names  are  refusing  to  pay  funds  owed  under ifte 
reconstruction  and  renewal  (R&R) 

they  were  fraudulently  induced  to  ^tertiiemarket.  Ttoysqf 
to  membership  of  Lloyd's  should  be  rescmdI^^c1^. 
circumstances,  removing  the  obligation  to  pay.  LjjJS  saw 
the  names  have  entered  into  thfrd  part^nh* 
policyholders  and  are  hence  bound  to  membership-  U stv me 
court  will  address  whether  the  names  are  obliged  to 
premiums  fo  Equitas.  the  new  reinsurance  company,  neiore 

pursuing  any  fraud  claims.  „„  Viac. 

Meanwhile,  Sally  Nod.  the  Lloyd's  campaigner,  has 
postponed  plans  to  lead  a march  on  Downing  Stre»*£ 
dananding  a government  enquiry  into  Lloyd’s.  Mrs  Noehs 
concerned  that  the  man*  will  attract  “an  unwanted, 
rebellious  and  fanatical  element" 

Jarctine  Matheson  falls 

JARDINE  MATHESON.  the  Hong  Kong  trading  conglom- 
erate that  owns  a 50  per  cent  stake  in  Jardine  Fleming,, 
suffered  a 29  per  cent  fall  in  net  profits  to  US$300.2  mjjjwn 
after  a $56  million  charge  for  non-recurring  items.  These 
included  a $26  million  charge  for  regulatory  breaches  at 
Jardine  Fleming  Investment  Management  in  London  and- 
Hong  Kong.  Dairy  Farm  International,  the  food  retailing, 
arm  of  the  trading  group,  also  incurred  reorganisation  costs 
at  Kwik  Save  in  the  UK  and  Franklins  in  Australia.  -f* 

Utilities  under  fire  again 

THE  privatised  utilities  came  in  for  a fresh  barrage  of 
criticism  yesterday  over  excessive  profits  and  "fat  cat"  pay 
from  an  all-party  group  of  MPs.  The  Public  Accounts 
Committee,  which  monitors  public  spending,  demanded' 
tougher  action  from  the  utility  regulators  to  ensure  that 
proms  are  curbed  and  that  companies  think  twice  before 
awarding  top  executives  large  pay  packages.  The  attack 
follows  criticism  earlier  this  week  in  a Trade  and  Industry- 
Select  Committee  report  on  energy  regulation. 

Securicor  warning 

SECURICOR,  the  security  group  dominated  by  its  Cellnet 
investment,  has  given  warning  that  stiff  competition  ha* 
accelerated  the  rate  at  which  customers  are  "churning"  mobile 
phones.  Its  shares  fell  21p  to  294b  p.  Orange  also  suffered, 
falling  I bp  to  2Q5p  and  Vodafone  dropped  8bp  to  274p. 
Securicor  has  taken  an  £18  million  charge  to  change  its 
accounting  policies,  assuming  that  customers  would  return 
phones  after  two  years,  not  three.  Its  communications  division 
is  now  expected  to  return  a loss  of  £9  million  in  the  first  half,  t 

Hanson  expands  in  US 

HANSON,  which  became  a building  materials  company 
after  its  demerger,  has  expanded  its  construction  business  in 
America  with  the  acquisition  of  Concrete  Pipes  and  Products 
through  its  Cornerstone.  Construction  & Materials  unit  for. 
£78  million.  Chris  Collins,  deputy  chairman,  said:  “This  is 
our  new  strategy  in  action."  After  the  integration  of  Concrete 
Pipes.  Cornerstone  will  be  one  of  the  largest  concrete  pipe 
producers  in  the  US. 

Merger  for  US  banks 

FIRST  BANK  SYSTEM  is  to  acquire  US  Bancorp  for  $85 . 
billion  in  an  all-shares  deal  that  will  form  America's  14th- 
largest  bank.  The  deal  between  First  Bank,  based  in 
Minneapolis,  and  US  Bancorp,  a regional  bank  based  in 
Portland,  Oregon,  will  result  in  the  loss  of  about  4.000  jobs., 
the  banks  said.  First  Bank  said  that  it  would  take  pre-tax 
charges  of  $625  million  for  costs  related  to  the  merger,  which 
was  expected  to  close  by  the  end  of  June. 

Servisair  soars  20% 

SERVISALR,  the  airport  services  company,  achieved  a 20  per 
cent  rise  in  pre-tax  profits  to  £7.1  million  last  year,  reflecting 
continued  growth  in  passenger  air  traffic  and  cargo  volumes. 
Turnover  increased  20  per  cent  to  £153.9  million.  Earnings 
were  19  per  cem  higher  at  L2L7p  a share.  A final  dividend  of 
3.45p  a share  lifts  the  total  19  per  cent  to  5.1p.  Tony  McCann, 
tite  chairman,  said  he  expected  an  “acceleration  of  out- 
sourcing opportunities  from  airlines".  ’ ; 

Boots  Contract  purchase 

BOOTS  Contract  Manufacturing,  part  of  The  Boots  Company, 
has  paid  £152  million  to  acquire  a French  toiletries  manufac- 
turer. Roval  is  the  leading  supplier  of  own-brand  toiletries  in 
France.  It  also  has  a growing  business  in  Spain  and  Portugal. 

Its  turnover  last  year  was  about  £27  million.  It  employs  more 
than  200  people  in  France  and  Spain.  Boots  already  operates 
BCM  Cosmetique  in  France.  The  new  acquisition  will  create  a 
combined  French  turnover  of  almost  £40  million. 
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The  1 7 1st  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the 
Company  will  be  held  in  Standard  Life  House,  30 
Lothian  Road,  Edinburgh  on  Tuesday  22  April  1997  at 
2.30pm. 

A member  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  is  entitled  to 
appoint  a proxy  to  attend  and  vote.  A proxy  need  not 
be  a member. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors 

Alan  R Forbes 

Secretary 

Edinburgh,  20  March  1997 

Pohcyiwlders  may  obtain  a copy  of  the  Atmual  Report 
and  Accounts,  including  tile  agenda,  by  writing  to  the 
Customer  Service  Information  Team  at  PO  Box  141 , 

1 Tanfkld,  Edinburgh  EH3  SRC  or  by  telephoning  '. 

(0131)  24S  266S.  Proxy  forms  maj'  be  similarly  obtained : 
by  members  entitled  to  vote. 
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□ Insurers  must  speed  up  mis-selling  restitution  □ Power  deregulation  should  be  delayed  □ Election  promises  cost  money 

L&G’s  dubious  moral  high  ground 


**  a boc*y  of  °P*nion 
piat  believes  most  of  our  big 

insurance  companies  should  be 
put  out  of  business  by  govern- 
ment or  regulatory  fiat  Legal  & 
General,  the  mighty  Prudential, 
rear!  Assurance,  they  should  all 
pe  shut  down,  because  their  sins 
m the  late  1980s  make  them  no 
better  than  Baricrw  Clowes,  the 
Titan  pyramid  selling  schemes 
or  those  wretched  ostnch  farms. 

This  is  not  all  hyperbole;  the 
mis-selling  of  personal  pensions 
that  started  in  1988  was  both 
illegal  and  immoral  — and  it  was 
being  carried  out  by  some  of  the 
finest  names  in  financial 
services. 

But  in  the  real  world  you  do 
not  shut  down  the  likes  of  the  Pru 
— although  you  do  go  hunting 
with  your  elephant  gun  for  the 
gnats  of  the  industry,  the  small 
independent  financial  advisers 
that  did  much  the  saune  thing. 

Now  one  of  the  big  names  nas 
come  up  with  its  own  solution. 
Legal  & General  is  proposing  a 
set-aside  of  a billion  pounds  or 
more  by  the  industry  to  guar- 
antee meeting  its  future  obliga- 
tions. These  are  to  put  those 
people  it  led  astray  back  where 
they  would  have  been  if  they  had 
stayed  with  their  occupational 
pensions  all  along. 

At  present  the  insurers  are 
forced  to  adopt  a case-by-case 
approach.  They  look  at  each 
individual  example,  go  to  the 


relevant  occupational  pension 
that  the  investor  has  opted  out  of, 
and  then  write  a cheque  to  top  up 
the  existing  pension  to  where  it 
should  have  been.  This  is  hor- 
ribly slow,  for  reasons  that  are  in 
dispute.  Of  558.000  cases  of 
potential  mis-selling  identified, 
fewer  than  11,000  have  been 
offered  redress. 

If  that  reserve  fund  is  in  place, 
argues  Legal  & General,  then  we 
need  not  hur 


iurry  because  those  in 
any  doubt  know  they  will  get 
their  money  in  the  end,  and  can 
sleep  at  night  without  worrying 
whether  death  or  retirement  will 
intervene  before  the  necessary 
sums  can  be  done. 

There  are  two  cynical  re- 
sponses to  this  plan,  which  is 
likely  to  be  accepted  with  alacrity 
by  other  insurers  if  it  gains 
regulatory  blessing.  One  is  that 
L&G  is  trying  to  claim  the  moral 
high  ground  while  merely  agree- 
ing to  meet  its  existing  obliga- 
tions. The  other  is  that  die  group 
is  dying  to  identify  a tangible 
limit  on  the  monetary  damage  it 
faces  from  mis-selling,  to  the 
benefit  of  its  credit  rating,  share 
price,  and  so  on. 

Such  cynicism  is  probably 


justified,  even  if  unsophisticated 
investors  might  draw  some 
crumbs  of  comfort  from  yes- 
terday's news.  The  money  will 
indeed  be  there  on  retirement  — 
except  that  it  would  have  been  all 
along. 

The  Personal  Investment  Au- 
thority. which  in  November  tried 
to  speed  up  the  process  of  extrac- 
ting the  necessary  data  from  occ- 
upational schemes,  has  set  an 
smse  those  in  unofficial  target  of  a 90  per  cent 
they  get  dear-up  rate  for  mis-selling  by 
end.  and  can  the  end  of  this  year.  This  is  a 
hard  one  to  hit,  but  the  insurers 
should  still  try,  and  not  be  allow- 
ed to  ure  their  own  pensions 
guarantees  to  drag  their  feet 
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When  the  bugs 
come  out  to  play 

D IN  A performance  as  mealy- 
mouthed  as  it  is  weak-kneed,  the 
Trade  and  Industry  Select  Com- 
mittee looking  ar  the  deregula- 
tion of  electricity  in  a year  and 
ten  days  says  it  is,  yes,  just 
possible  that  a slight  delay  will 
oe  needed. 

In  this.  MPS  are  falling  in  line 
with  both  common  sense  and  the 


majority  of  the  people  who  will 
actually  have  to  create  a free 
market  in  power,  allowing  you 
and  I to  shop  around  with  a 
range  of  companies  keen  to  sell  it 
to  us.  This  is  an  extension  of  the 
similar  choice  already  opening 
up  in  the  gas  industry  — but  with 
one  enormous  difference. 

Those  independents  now  offer- 
ing cheap  gas  are  in  a better 
position  to  cut  your  quarterly 
bills  than  their  counterparts  in 
electricity  a year  hence  because 
the  cost  of  distribution  down  the 
, which  will  continue  to 
bom  fay  BG,  successor  to 
British  Gas,  is  fixed  at  about  40 
per  cent  of  that  bilk  This  means 
the  independents  have  60  per 
cent  to  play  for.  Of  your  electric- 
ity bill,  90  per  cent  is  distribution 


and  generation  cost,  or  there- 
abouts, and  only  10  per  cent 
supply,  which  should  therefore 
be  inherently  less  profitable. 

This  begs  the  question  whether 
we  need  a competitive  market  at 
all.  But  the  real  problem  is  the 
computers  needed  to  trade  the 
supply  of  power  to  20  million 
homes,  a point  accepted  by  the 
select  committee.  All  14  electricity 
distributors,  inducting  the  two 
Scots,  must  have  these  running 
by  the  turn  of  the  year  to  allow 
three  months  of  testing. 

Any  competent  computer  tech- 
nician would  say  that  such  a 
system  needed  at  least  a year  to 
iron  out  the  bugs,  but  this  is 
impossible  because  the  specifica- 
tions are  not  yet  agreed  with  the 


with  a large  number  of  electricity 
bills  having  gone  out  wrong,  it  is 
impossible  to  work  out  electroni- 
cally who  took  what  power  from 
whom,  and  who  has  paid. 

The  wily  people  forcing 
through  this  timetable  are  the 
politicians  at  the  Department  of 
Trade  and  Industry.  According 
to  the  opinion  polls.  they  will  nof 


be  here  come  June.  This  at  least 
allows  their  successors  the 
opportunity  of  a graceful  exten- 
sion of  that  April  deadline. 

Voting  the 

Norwich  way 

□ TWO  hundred  years  ago, 
when  the  Norwich  Union  was 
bunded,  general  elections  were 
much  more  fim  for  those  privi- 
leged few  who  were  entitled  to 
vote.  Election  promises  meant 
something,  namely  cash.  Can- 
didates knew  votes  were  valu- 
able and  did  the  decent  thing. 
Unless  the  opinion  polls  are 
radically  wrong,  it  would 
scarcely  be  worthwhile  for  the 
parties  to  pay  much  for  votes  on 
May  1,  even  d it  were  legal 
Up  in  Norwich,  however,  they 
still  know  that  votes  are  valu- 
able. When  members  exercise 
theirs  in  four  weeks'  time,  the 
board  will  have  no  compunction 
about  buying  them.  Quite  right 
too.  Under  the  original  pro- 
posals, it  seemed  that  only  the  1.8 
million  holders  of  with-profits 
life  or  pensions  policies  had  a fuff 
interest  in  the  fund  and  would 


get  tiie  free  shares  that  repre- 
sented their  stake  in  it  But 
conversion  from  mutual  to  pic 
requires  a three-quarters  major- 
ity, and  holders  of  non-profit 
policies  have  voting  rights  too. 

Sol.]  million  of  them  are  to  be 
offered  150  shares  each,  worth  an 
estimated  £375.  compared  with  a 
minimum  of  £750  for  with-profit 
policyholders.  What  better  illus- 
tration of  the  value  of  democracy 
and  the  need  to  protect  your 
franchise,  whether  in  the  amirs 
of  stale,  tiie  European  Union  or 
the  East  Anglian  version. 

Unlike  customers  of  building 
societies,  with-profits  policy- 
holders could  also  win  a contin- 
uing benefit  from  conversion. 
Some  £1-5  billion  new  money  will 
be  used  to  buy  non-life  busi- 
nesses from  the  Life  fund,  making 
it  more  flexible,  with  a better 
chance  to  perform  competitively. 

Greenspan  III 

□ ALAN  Greenspan'S  first  gno- 
mic warnings  bludgeoned  Wall 
Street  The  next  version,  dubbed 
Greenspan  II:  the  Sequel,  left 
blare  traders  urging  the  Fed 
Chairman  to  put  up  or  shut  up. 
Put  up  interest  rates  that  is. 
Yesterday's  hint  that  he  might  do 
just  that  on  Tuesday  only 
shocked  traders  for  a few  hours. 
Greenspan's  code  words  were: 
“The  performance  of  the  econ- 
omy remains  quite  favourable." 


Guinness  puts 
cost  of  strong 
pound  at  £100m 


By  Alasdair  Murray 

GUINNESS  gave  warning 
yesterday  that  the  soaring 
pound  could  knock  about 
E100  million  off  its  profits  over 
the  next  two  years. 

The  drinks  company  said 
that  if  the  pound  remained  at 
current  levels,  profits  this  year 
would  be  depressed  by  £60 
million,  and  by  a further  £40 
million  next  year. 

Tony  Greener,  chairman, 
said  most  of  the  currency  hit 
related  to  profits  translation 
and  that  underlying  growth  . 
should  accelerate  this  year. 
Western  markets  were  _im-‘ 
proving  for  foe  first  time  since 
the  recession,  he  added. 

Guinness  also  hinted  that  it 
would  shortly  launch  another 
buy-back,  with  market  predic- 
tions suggesting  that  it  will  re- 
purchase around  £100  million 
of  shares.  The  company  has 
returned  £645  million  to 
shareholders  through  buy- 
backs in  the  past  year. 
Guinness  shares  rase  15bp  to 
a twoyear  high  of  501*2  p. 

The  company  recorded  an  il 
per  cent  rise;  in  full  year 
profits,  excluding  tax,  to  £975 
million  — slightly  ahead  of 
forecasts:  Overall  turnover 
rose  3 per  cent  to  £473  billion, 
while  the  total  dividend  was 
up  8 percent  to  16.1p. 

Operating  profits  in  the 
spirits  division  were  flat,  at 
E678  million,  although  vol- 
umes rase  I per  cent.  Sales  of 
Johnnie  Walker  Red  Label 
rose  4 per  cent,  while  sales  of 
single  malts  jumped  20  per 
cent  But  overall  sales  of 
whisky  fell  I per  cent. 
Guinness  has  raised  spirits 
prices  by  an  average  of  1.5  per 
cent  It  plans  to  raise  prices  3.8 
percent  next  month  in  the  UK. 

Guinness  doubled  expendi- 
ture. on  new  brands  to  £17 
million.  Marketing  expendi- 
ture rose  10  per  cent,  to  £332 
million,  and  foe  company  raid 
it  would  maintain  double-di  git 
growth  in  marketing  spend 
this  year. 

Guinness  Brewing  World- 
wide increased  profits  6 per 
cent  to  £283  million.  Sales  of 
Guinness  stout  rose  5 percent, 
with  total  beer  volumes  rising 
4 per  cent  There  was  also  a 
strong  performance  from  Kil- 
kenny. which  is  how  avaflble 
in  5.000  outlets  in  the  UK. 
Marketing  investment  rose  8 
per  cent  to  £205  million,  while 
the  Trish  pub  concept,  which  is 
supported  by  Guinness,  grew 


Whitbread 
sells  Pizza 
Piazza  chain 
for  £11.25m 

Whitbread  yesterday  sold  the 
Pizza  Piazza  restaurant  chain 
to  a management  buy-in  team 
for  £11.25  million. 

Passion  for  Food,  the  com- 
pany formed  to  complete  the 
purchase,  beat  off  tough 
competition  for  the  chain 
from  Queensborough  Hold- 
ings, which  recently  recruited 
Michael  Guthrie,  the  founder 
of  BrightReasons.  to  launch  a 
restaurant  division. 

Whitbread  acquired  the 
chain  as  part  of  its  £46  million 
purchase  of  foe  Bright- 
Reasons restaurant  chain  at 
foe  end  of  last  year.  But  foe 
company  made  it  dear  that  it 
would  put  the  chain  up  for 
sale  as  it  overlapped  with  its 
existing  Pizza  interests  which 
indude  Pizza  Hut 
Pizza  Piazza  has  20 
upmarket  pizza  and  pasta 
restaurants  in  foe  South  of 
England.  Jeremy  Long,  who 
was  formerly  managing  direc- 
tor at  Pavilion  Services,  will 
serve  as  chairman  of  the  new 
company,  while  Ivan  Taylor, 
who  was  managing  director 
of  BrightReasons.  becomes 
chief  executive.  The  buy-in  is 
being  backed  by  3i  and 
Banqoe  Indosuez. 

Whitbread  shares  dosed 
down  I4‘ip  at  773 'ap,  while 
shares  in  Queensborough  fell 
I ‘ap  to  32p. 

APV  blames 
market  for  fall 

Tough  market  conditions 
were  blamed  for  a sharp  fall 
in  profits  at  APV,  the  supplier 
of  equipment  and  services  to 
the  food  industry. 

In  the  year  to  December  31, 
pre-tax  profits  were  £15  mil- 
lion compared  with  £26.9 
million  a year  earlier,  on 
turnover  that  feD  to  £772 
million  from  E881.9  million. 

Restructuring  costs  were 
£16  million  compared  with 
£105  million  a year  ago. 
Orders  in  foe  first  two  months 
of  this  year  are  15  per  cent 
lower  than  a year  ago. 

Earnings  per  share  were 
3.7p  (7Jp)  and  the  final  divi- 
dend of  l-7p  (Ip)  gives  a 
maintained  full-year  dividend 
of  2.7p.  which  is  payable  on 
July  I.  Tern  pus.  page  28 


Tony  Greener  toasts  a two-year  high  in  the  share  price  Usbome  ahead 


by  a third,  with  a total  of  1 .250 
outlets  in  37  countries. 

Cruzcampo,  the  Spanish 
subsidiary,  faced  another  diffi- 
cult year,  with  overall  volumes 
falling  3 per  cent  Bur  restruc- 
turing had  helped  productivity 
to  rise  14  per  cent  and  profits 
stayed  at  £22  million. 


The  contribution  from  Muci 
Hennessv  Lnius  Vuittnn 
(LVMH).  in  which  Guinness- 
holds  a 34  per  cent  stake,  rose 
2 per  cent  to  £113  million.  A 
final  dividend  of  ll.55p  is 
payahfe  on  May  30. 

Tern  pus.  page  28 


U shame,  the  agricultural 
services  group  headed  by 
Lord  Parkinson,  has  in- 
creased its  firet-half  pre-tax 
profits  to  £416.000.  Fertiliser 
blending  performed  ahead 
of  targets,  but  the  company 
is  again  not  paying  an 
interim  dividend. 


Proceeds  to  be  reinvested  after  deal  with  US  rival 

Ocean  sells  OIL  for  £328m 


¥ 


By  Carl  Mortishrd 

OCEAN,  the  logistics  and  marine  services 
group,  is  selling  OIL  its  offshore  oil 
services  business  to  Tidewater,  an  Ameri- 
can competitor,  for  £328  mfllkm. 

The  sie  is  expected  to  generate  a pre- 
tax profit  of  £228  million  and  Ocean 
Group  will  reinvest  the  proceeds  in 
MSAS.  its  logistics  business.  John  Allan, 
chief  executive,  said:  "This  sale  wiU 
enable  us  to  accelerate  our  progress 
towards  our  primary  objective  - id 
become  a world  leader  in  the  fast-growing 

approached  Ocean  with  an  offer  for  foe 


offshore  business.  He  added  that  OIL  was 
a capital-intensive  business  that  would 
require  heavy  imRSfmenr  in  due  course. 
and  that  he  beb'eved  Ocean  was  selling 
foe  business  well  into  the  growth  cycle. 

OIL  has  a fleet  of  100  ships  servicing 
offshore  oil  installations  in  the  North  Sea. 
West  Africa,  the  Middle  East  and  South 
America.  The  deal  will  reinforce  Tidewat- 
er’s position  as  the  market  leader  in  the 
business  at  a time  of  increased  aeliyii)  in 
offshore  exploration.  Tidewater  is  the 
biggest  operator  in  the  Gulf  or  Mexico  but 
has  littie  presence  in  the  North  Sea  or 
West  Africa.  Last  year.  OIL  made  an 
operating  profit of  ^]-1  anti  ,iad 

capital  employed  uf  WI.8  million. 


Ocean  had  balance  sheet  gearing  of 
only  6 per  cent  at  rhe  year  end  and  foe 
deal  will  give  the  company  substantial 
cash  resources  for  acquisitions.  Mr  Allan 
said  he  was  seeking  opportunities  to 
extend  Ocean's  logistics  business  in  foe 
LIS.  Europe  and  Southeast  Asia. 

The  sale  of  OIL  reinforces  the  shift  in 
Oceans  business  from  asset-based  to 
information  tedinnlngy-based  services,  in 
}dQ5.  the  company  announced  a E26 
million  resrructuring  of  the  group  and 
last  year  managed  to  raise  operating 
margins  at  MSAS  to  3 per  cent  a year 
ahead  of  schedule. 

Temp  us.  page  28 


Wm  Morrison 
moves  South 


By  Sarah  Cunningham 

WM  MORRISON,  the  York- 
shire supermarkets  group,  is 
to  open  its  first  branches  in  foe 
South  of  England  next  year. 

The  group,  which  did  not 
open  any  new  stores  in  1996,  is 
planning  five  this  year  and 
five  next  year.  It  expects  to 
create  up  to  2^50  new  foU-  and 
part-time  jobs  in  1998. 

The  brandies  in  the  South 
will  be  at  Erifo  in  Kent  and 
Banbury  in  Oxfordshire.  The 
other  three  will  be  in 
Yorkshire. 

The  company,  headed  by 
Kenneth  Morrison,  chairman 
and  managing  director,  an- 
nounced its  expansion  plans 
yesterday  along  with  its  re- 
sults for  foe  year  ended  Febru- 
ary 2.  It  made  a pre-tax  profit 
of  035.8  million  compared 
with  £127.1  million  a year  ago. 

Analysts  said  that  while  foe 
profit  figures  were  good,  trad- 
ing was  disappointing.  Uke- 


Morrison:  new  stores 

fortike  sales  were  up  1-5  per 
cent  and  growth  slowed  in  the 
first  few  weeks  of  this  year  to 
just  0.4  per  cent 
Earnings  per  share  were 
ILOlp  (J0.67p)  and  foe  final 
dividend  of  I375p  (l.L25p), 
payable  on  May  16,  gives  a 
fuff-year  dividend  of  I.7p,  up 
from  !.4p. 


Talks  on  Tesco’s 
Irish  bid  resume 


By  Sarah  Cunningham 


TALKS  between  Tesco,  foe 
supermarkets  group,  and  As- 
sociated British  Foods  (ABF) 
about  the  purchase  of  the  food 
manufacturer's  Irish  super- 
markets were  back  on  yester- 
day. Tesco  said,  after 
breaking  down  late  on  Wed- 
nesday over  price. 

Sources  dose  to  the  com- 
pany said  that  a deal,  which 
would  propel  Tesco  to  market 
leadership  in  Ireland,  could 
be  ready  today  or  early  next 
week,  but  there  is  still  a slim 
chance  that  no  compromise 
over  price  will  be  reached. 

Tesco  is  expected  to  pay 
between  £600  million  and 
£650  milliiMi  for  foe  110  stores 
which  make  up  the  Stewarts 
and  Crazy  Prices  chain  in 
Northern  Ireland  and  the 
Quinnsworth  chain  in  foe 
Irish  Republic.  The  business- 
es generated  around  ELI  bil- 
lion of  sales  last  year  and 


some  £55  million  of  operating 
profits. 

The  deal  would  give  Tesco  a 
26  per  cent  share  of  the 
market  in  foe  Republic  of 
Ireland  and  a 30  per  cent 
share  in  Northern  Ireland. 

Tesco  is  understood  to  have 
walked  out  of  the  talks  on 
Wednesday  evening  because 
ABF.  which  is  run  by  Garry 
Weston,  was  insisting  on  too 
high  a price. 

Tesca  foe  market  leader  in 
Britain,  has  one  Metro  store 
in  Northern  Ireland.  Togeth- 
er with  JSainsbary,  it  has  run 
into  difficulties  obtaining 
planning  permission  for  large 
stores  there. 

Safeway's  name  has  been 
linked  to  a bid  for  foe  whole 
or  part  of  Well  worths,  the 
supermarkets  group  owned 
by  Frtzwilron  group,  the  in- 
vestment vehicle  of  Tony 
O'Reilly,  the  Heinz  chief. 


The  Croup 

► Group  assets  under  management  increased  by  some 
£6bn  to  just  under  £50bn.  Total  new  premiums 
worldwide  Increased  by  almost  30%  to  £2-6bn. 

► For  companies  such  as  Standard  Life,  which  are 
financially  strong  and  operationally  efficient, 
mutuality  is  clearly  in  the  best  interests  of  current  and 
future  policyholders.  The  Company  Is,  therefore,  not 
presently  considering  demutualisation. 

United  Kingdom 

► 1996  was  an  exceptional  year  for  new  business,  with 
an  increase  in  total  new  premiums  of  over  40%. 

► Standard  Life's  reputation  with  Independent  Financial 
Advisers  as  the  premier  life  assurance  company  .was 
reflected  in  the  awards  received  from  them  during  the 
year;  these  included  TFA  Company  of  the  Year’. 

► The  Company  took  possession  of  a new  Head  Office 
in  Lothian  Road,  Edinburgh. 

Canada 

► Investment  performance  was  again  in  the  top  quartile 
in  independent  surveys. 

► The  Company  undertook  a number  of  initiatives 
designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  its  customers  in  chiding 
the  launch  of  a Customer  Services  Centre  and  the 
introduction  of  a Customer  Satisfaction  Guarantee. 

Republic  of  Ireland 

► Annual  premium  new  business  Increased  by  nearly 
20%  and  angle  premium  business  by  almost  90%. 
Group  pensions  business  also  grew  strongly  as  a result 
of  outstanding  investment  performance. 


Germany 


6-  Significant  progress  has  been  made  in  building  a 
business  in  Germany  following  the  opening  of  an 
office  in  Frankfurt 

Spain 

► 1996  was  a very  successful  year  for  Prosperity  SA 
which  now  sells  through  31  branches.  Total  new 
premiums  increased  by  40%. 

India 

► Standard  Life  continues  to  work  with  its  joint  venture 
partner,  Housing  Development  and  Finance 
Corporation,  on  the  Initial  preparatory  work  required 
to  set  up  a new  life  assurance  company. 

China 

► A Representative  Office  was  opened  in  Shanghai  and  a 
General  Manager  (Pacific  Region)  was  appointed 

in  April. 


The  Annual  Report  and  Accounts ; including  die  Agenda  for  the 
Annual  General  Meeting  to  be  held  on  Tuesday  22  April,  will 
be  available  from  Tuesday  1 April.  Policyholders  may  obtain  a 
copy  by  writing  to  the  Customer  Information  Team  at 
PO  Box  141,  1 Tanfteld,  Edinburgh  EH3  SRG  or  by 
telephoning  (0131)  245  2668.  Proxy  forms  may  be  similarly 
obtained  by  members  entitled  to  vote. 


STANDARD  LIFE 

■ m 


The  Standuri  life  Assurance  Company ’b  a tmtitnl  company  ntjaeitd  In  Scotland  (no  &Z4}  Head  Office  Standard  IfeHou*  36  Lothian  Bead  RfinbughTei  (0137)225  2S52 
The  Standard  Utematfcetlnggwp  indudes  Standard  Uh;  Pension  FundbUrmtecn  Scandwtj  Life  Trust  Management  LimHedt  Standard  Ufe  Fund  Management  Limttedt 

'llsg&ud  by  tivPmarilmatmeni  Authority  tBegulateti  by  MSO 
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THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  MARCH  21 1997  - 


Greenspan  sends  London 
and  New  York  tumbling 


THE  mere  threat  to  raise  US 
interest  rates  by  Alan 
Greenspan.  Chairman  of  the 
Federal  Reserve,  was  enough 
to  throw  financial  markets  on 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  into  a 
tail-spin. 

He  was  again  giving  evi- 
dence to  Congress  and  said 
that  while  he  saw  no  sign  of 
inflationary  pressure,  any  de- 
lay in  preempting  it  with 
interest  rate  rises  would 
jeopardise  economic  growth. 

His  comments  struck  a note 
with  those  investors  who  ex- 
pect the  next  rise  in  rates  to 
signal  the  start  of  the  long- 
waited  correction  in  financial 
markets. 

Within  minutes  of  his  com- 
ments, the  Dow  Jones  indus- 
trial average  had  plunged 
almost  80  paints.  It  also  left 
the  FT-S  E 100  index  nursing  a 
fall  of  74.1  ar  4258.1.  having 
been  80.7  down  at  its  worst 

London  had  opened  lower 
and  beat  a steady  retear 
throughout  the  session.  ’Hie 
expected  drop  in  the  inflation 
rate  was  not  enough  to  counter 
the  uncertain  political  outlook 
and  the  almost  certain  pros- 
pect of  a rise  in  domestic  rates 
after  the  general  election. 

But  it  seems  that  yesterday’s 
sell-off  had  at  last  extended  to 
the  second  liners  with  the  FT- 
SE  mid-250  losing  87.7  at 
4.565.2. 

Investors  appear  to  be 
adopting  a defensive  stance 
ahead  of  the  general  election, 
which  may  account  for  the 
revival  of  interest  in  the  food 
retailers.  The  latest  AGB 
suvey  showed  Tesco.  up  5p  at 
j39p.  gaining  ground  against 
J Saiosbary.  its  biggest  rival. 
Ip  firmer  at  329 1 2 p.  But 
Safeway  is  also  gaining 
ground  at  the  expense  of 
Sainsbury  and  celebrated  with 
a rise  of  7'ap  at  353p.  Wm 
Morrison,  which  came  in 
with  profits  matching  market 
expectations,  finished  24p 
firmer  at  I49‘=p. 

The  City  gave  the  thumbs- 
up  to  full-year  figures  from 
Guinness,  I5*ap  dearer  at 
50l*2p. 

Securicor  fell  21p  to  294'2p 
after  shareholders  were  told  at 
the  annual  meeting  that  write- 
offs totalling  £18  million  were 
to  be  made.  But  brokers  say 
the  setback  for  the  shares 
should  prove  short-lived.  Hen- 
derson Crosthwaite  estimates 
the  break-up  value  of  the 
group  to  be  worth  at  least  40Gp 
a share,  including  its  40  per 
cent  stake  in  Cellnet,  which  is 
reckoned  to  carry  a price-tag 
of  at  least  £1  billion. 
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Ian  Menztes-Gow,  right,  and  Mark  Pullen  of  Geest  down  2‘zp, 
who  have  raised  profits  73  per  cent  after  disposing  of  bananas 


British  Steel,  up  *4p  at 
159  Up,  is  expected  to  an- 
nounce today  plans  to  axe 
around  5,000  jobs  over  the 
next  five  years.  The  group  is 
accelerating  its  restructuring 
programme,  having  already 
made  known  its  desire  to  shed 
up  to  1,000  jobs  a year.  The 
group  has  blamed  the  strong 
pound  for  the  move,  claiming 
it  has  only  added  to  the 


lower.  Barclays  fell  45p  to 
£ 1 0.32 1 2.  HSBC  was  39Up 
down  to  £14.75,  LLoyds  TSB 
dropped  22 Up  to476'2p.  Roy- 
al Bank  of  Scotland  was  21p 
off  at  530p,  Abbey  National 
was  14p  lower  at  7I8p,  Nat- 
ional Westminster  was  I7p 
down  at  686 1 ap,  and  Bank  of 
Scotland  13' ap  cheaper  at 
315  Up.  Even  Standard  Char- 
tered, Lehman’s  favourite 


PizzaExpress  is  going  from  strength  to  strength  with  the  price 
leaping  324 p to  a high  of  710l2p.  That  compares  with  last  year’s 
low  of  2I6p.  The  group  is  opening  a further  20  cash  generating 
outlets.  Credit  Lyonnais  Laing  and  Klein  wort  Benson,  the 
brokers,  are  both  buyers  of  the  stock. 


problems  of  operating  in  the 
depressed  steel  market 
The  banks  came  under  a 
cloud  after  Lehman  Brothers, 
the  US  securities  house, 
turned  bearish  of  the  sector 
after  its  recent  strong  run. 
Credit  Lyonnais  Laing.  the 
broker,  which  is  thought  to 
have  built  up  a large  bull 
position  in  bank  shares  this 
year,  may  beg  to  differ,  but 
prices  ended  the  day  sharply 


stock  in  the  sector,  finished  2lp 
down  at  8Z7*2p. 

Worries  about  regulatory 
pressure  dragged  Stagecoach 
a further  17*2p  lower  al  671p, 
stretching  the  loss  over  the 
past  couple  of  days  to  57p. 
National  Express  fell  9'2p  to 
520 *2p  after  figures. 

Brixton  Estates  is  also 
blaming  the  strong  pound  for 
its  misfortunes.  Its  net  asset 
value  has  fallen  by  almost  4 


: . . BARCLAYS  BANK:  THE 
; BEARS  TAKE  CONTROL 


3 Barclays 

d share  price 


' , ■ FT-SE  all-share  I 
V . Index  (rebasod) 


- 'M  ; 

-800 

-700 


Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec  Jen  Feb  Mar 


COCOA 

Mar 103  Bro  M*y 1074-1072 

May 1032-1031  Jul IUV7-IU86 

Jul  IQJT-IO*  Sep IOW  BID 

Sep 1001042  Dec III  2-1 J 1 0 

D*C lCMto-l<MS 

Mur law-iou  Volume:  W) 

ROBUSTA  COFFEE  f$) 

Mar Iwrt-lbS)  Nov  1625-1620 

May lb55  BID  Jan Ibiosm 

Jul 1050  SLR  M4r 1995-1570 

5cp 1647-1640  Volume  43*3 

WHITE  SUGAR  (FOB) 

Dec mo-oas 

Sfwt  nn  Mar 303. +000 

May J07  MU3  May 30?  997.6 

Aug Srtjj-OU:  Jun unq  , 

Oct 301+010  VoUmr  K* 


MEATS  LIVESTOCK 
COMMISSION 

Averaw.-  touiort  prlia.  al  repnr-mniutlvu 
□urixis  un  March  14 

(plkglw)  Pfe  Sheep  Cattle 

Oft 3*171  146.il  qiJA? 

W-l  - -4.42  -)  04  -030 

Eng  ram  l«.  au.7i  ns.  71  97.98 

\tl-i -4  A2  -3.74  -057 

(*l  *6n  .10  -loo 

Scoll,rld'  - unq  143-lu  IP!  H 

I-/-I -i  *4 

OVI ... ..  - 1 i'i j 1 .un 


Cab  Pun 

Series  Apr  Jd  on  .Aar  Jal  Qfl 

AIM  Dom_.  42U  jTr  JO  4b1  2 \?  |b., 

C44S)  W 7 17  | a jj  uy 

A5DA IU0  V.  12',  H (y,  . 4.. 

HIWO  110  3 l»\  A1,  3'.  t,  n 

MO  42  5?  c2  2V  |4>  |qi, 

rwn  TO  10  2S  .14',  X*.  rr  iy, 

Br  Airways,  an  » sis  <£■,  3'  jv.  »i-. 

IW:I  MO  S':  24  37  zj 

BP TOO  21'-  41’:  52  11  jf, 

rws  7»  •*'  an  r 45  S7> 

Br?ied — 140  33  If . 23  o 4 y 

1*1 59V)  ltd  4 q 10  * ij.  ijt" 

CAW 4fc0  .to'  50  W 5 It,  ;a' 

1-4T2I  Un  |l',  17'  37',  IT  JJ  w. 

CU.,_ 693  25  52'.  75'j  lb’-  40 

CuMi  to  it*.  >1  H 4*  trt  41', 

1C1 no  25',  45  55  •>  M w 

rt 131  750  7 27  M 30  47>,  *7.' 

LiiHJS«„75n  I**.  33  3"'.  J\  2t>  jl 

rT54l  TOO  2 II  IK',  41  tfj  bv. 

Mas 460  10  27  JS',  7 «■„  IJ, 

I-4HD  JO)  JV  1C-  l?  JJ  44  45'. 

Nai  Wiai n*ii  44  72>,  y,  [o', 

fW  TO  U'.  JW  47  22';  J7\  SC- 

pit  J«  »'.  .UV  3*  ]\.  |jy..  14 

iT3?2*''  *0  *"»  IV,  a 12'  2fi  20', 

lalnjljury . 309  il',  Jt,  tf.  p-.  m 

BO  O',  17  23  *•  10  21V 

•Kbdl iwo  52',  o5';  21:  X AV, 

,ltU  *«*-  »'  4 2 54V  t*  n 

5mUBCt„<«0  2»  54  74  21  43'-  S3 

^ ‘r-  ” ,,,!  » nv  81 

ywruiiw TO  - — — — _ 

lunqi 

TralnUur  50  — — — _ _ _ 

I unq)  t.1  - _ _ _ ^ _ 

z,!™n — 1710  81  132  |77  2'.  55-.  ^ 

n.SIl  |M3I  J|  S2-.  | [q.  W.|W  ,,, 

Sgriet  Apr  JuT  Od  Anr  Jul  (in 

BAT,M  +M  H':  54  ol'i  4 M*.  a 

l^4“a  500  12V  12  *1  10  V ^1 

itodalone-  to  19  ,,  „ 

1-Z741  TO  r la  if,  If,  ay,  N': 

jq*nMav  Aag  NtwMav  Aap  Nov 

Gmd  4y(j  ii'.  5iv  5ji.  j.  |Q  |j, 

'5  *1  m 17  * X 

iJJhmke...  23)  jj  u,.  s ,,, 

240  4'  II  14".  10  10  J2 

jnd  BlSf  ...  220  it1.  O',  H 5..  3..  „ 

M)  5'.  nv  17  IS'.  HP,  Jl 
MIJUI  ax  I to;  Toe  CalL-  zv*\ 
P«MW45  FTSE  Call:  4mh  Put  177W 
T-Bdcrtjiag*r*uriiy  prite. 


ICUHPR  (UMdop  hOOpm) 
CRUDE  OILS  0/bwnre!  FOB) 

Brent  Physical low  -a  10 

Breni  15  day  (May) 2035  -005 

Brcni  I5day  Uun) 2X20  -0.10 

WTraos  InurmediaielMay)  21.85  -010 
WTessu  InlcrmcdtalL-pun)  21.70  -oos 

PRODUCTS  (S/MT) 

Spot  CIF  NW  Europe  (prompt  ddivay) 


Premium  Unld  ...  212 1*21  214  h3l 

Gasoil  EEC 177  1-2}  178  (-4 

15  Fuel  Oil Hi  (-1)  88  t-n 

Naphtha IWiO'CI  200(n/c} 

IPE  FUTURES  (GNI  Ud) 

GAS  OIL 

Apr 173X0-7125  Jul  ..  17605-76^0 


GNI  LONDON  GRAIN  FUTURES 


UFFE  WHEAT 
(dose  EJQ 


UFFE  BARLEY 
Idoset/d 


Mar «w.40  Mar «W.Si 

May IOI4X3  May «4j» 

Jul 10125  Sep  0175 

Sep 94.75  Nov  94.75 

NOV 96.75  Jan — 96.75 


UFFE  POTATO  (£/Q  Open  Close 

AJJT Sib  5i0 

May 57  D s 74) 

Jim  — — unq  6741 

volume:  b2 

RUBBER  (No  1 RSS  Of  p/k) 
Apr 814308150 

UFFE  BIFFEX  (GNI  LtdSlOipl) 


174  50-74.75 

AUg  . 

177  50-77.75 

High 

LOW 

Close 

I75J5-75.HJ 

Vol:  10801 

Mar  47 

1520 

1531 

1520 

BRENT  (bJlOpn^ 

Apr  97 

May  47 

1656 

1600 

1606 

1505 

1635 

1(03 

20. 37- JJ  JO 

AUg  _ 

- 14.91  BID 

Jul  97 

I33S 

1330 

1335 

20-23-20  Jb 

Sep  ... 

..  19JI0  BID 

Vol:  389  lots 

Open  lirrcrcsc  J2I5 

3X1 2- 2D.  13 

Vol:  23473 

Index  ISOJ  ,10 

(Oflidal)  (Vahonr  prev  day)  LONDON  M ETAL  EXCHANGE  RudoiTWalfr 

Copper  CMe  a (S/wnne) Cask  2*1023644)  Jnnh:  Z331S-2332S  VoL  I to  1 375 

Lead  IS/lonnfl 695X0*9(030  692XXM93TO  198650 

Zinc  Spec  HI  Gde  (S/lonnel  - I2WJOI28I.O  13010-13025  62492S 

Tin  15 /Unnel AnEUMOOOi)  6OI0LO-60I5P  20125 

Aluminium  HI  Gde  IJmmruS  I625XM621U)  1658X1-16590  I7«*4800 

NlOel  Ij/mnnel 7B75J>788O0  79800-79900  103734 


LiFFE  Qpnj^lg^^ 

ChBa  Put* 

Strict  Apr  Jul  Ocf  Ape  Jul  Od 

BAA 500  17V  XV  37  6*:  19  22V 

rW  550  IV  Vi  IP:  42  X SZV 

ThameiW..  h»  19*.  42  46  15'.  44  46 

TW4I  TO  4 22  26  48V  76",  78 

SeriHMayAngNovMayAagNBT 


tmi 240 

l"2S7',l  360 

Br  Aero 1300 

H327'J  I3S0 

br  Tdcm—  420 
l*4S8l  4U3 

Cadhurv_ . TO 
rosy ' j» 

CulnneKi ...  5CO 

rS)IVi  J9) 

GEL' vn 

(*37M  W 

Hanson xo 

l^Wi  33o 

lASMO ’to 

1*2481  TO 

UuMVjritj  no 

1*199)  TO 

PlIHnfiin™  IX 
PWS'4  |« 

PrudcnluJ.  53o 

«54i  no 

Red  land so 

Muj'il  M) 

R-Rujk — 233 
1*232)  240 

Tesco J3) 

(*3391  360 

Wlnianis_.  3X 
(unql  360 


22<:  29  3JV 
Il3  lb',  TSf  , 
60  104V  |27V 
42V  78  101 
44  53  55 

ib-t  zr,  » 

43V  57  hi 
MV  28  35 
IbV  Z7  XV 
3>i  10V  1SV 
25  XV  37 

9 IbV  22 

16  23V  28 
4*.  IQ1#  UV 

18  24V  X 

10  IS',  JO 
a 27  JO 

9 I5'i  18V 
I IV  14  - 
b 11  - 
17V  3JV  42V 
5V  15V  ZJV 

17  23V  SI'. 
SV  12V  X 
17  2b  » 

7 16  X 
17  24V  XV 

4 L2  IPi 


ft  7 9 

10*.  14V  17V 

28  44  56V 
51V  67  79 

3V  IT,  MV 
15  30V  32 

6 12  I5L. 

ay  i n 17 

22  27V  X 
62V  6J',  64V 
S':  141:  ITj 
19  JVi  XJ 

10  13V  19 

29  31  » 

V.  1SV  14 

21  23  24V 

3 4V  8 
10V  12V  17 

4 9- 
8V  13  - 

25  33V  40 
U 6 7 71V 
19V  2(rV  30 
41V  W,  49V 

7 12  14 

17V  22V  24 

11  15V  |9, 

» 33V  36V 


FTSE  INDEX  MM 


4IS0 

42m 

4250 

■OCD 

4JBI 

113 

to 

21 

IV 

1 

I4U 

KD 

72 

46 

25 

i?r.- 

143 

IIIV 

*3% 

to 

20T, 

176 

144 

IIV: 

91 

— 

292'; 

- 

ZJ3V 

- 

1 

2 

10V 

42'» 

92 

31'; 

■O'. 

bTi 

87 

Hr 

SV, 

74‘i 

V: 

U4V 

142 

Bl'i 

99 

lib 

139 

I65'j 

— 

163 

— 

204V 

— 

CuO>  Pnes 
Strict  Apr  Jul  Od  Apr  Jnl  Od 

Abby  NaL_  700  31V  56V  W 10  26  3S 

f^l°)  750  se,  32*,  44  52  (O'; 

AmHmd 140  — — — — — — 

(unq)  160  — — — — — — 

Baidaja—  liTO  W.  81V  9b  V,  23V  42 

HM5)  1050  17  53V  66V  3 4S  MV 

Mall  Pwr—  4»  art  - - S - - 

1*472)  500  JV  ay,  20:  30.  SC:  56V 

Series  Apr  Jtd  Od  ,\pr  Jul  Od 

Glm»-  JOB  4b  S31:  95V  12  » 48 

(-1083*11  1HB  IW,  54'.  b*V  31  52':  71 

HSBC 1450  55':  110  I36V  ZIV  58V  81V 

ri47«  IS(D  Z9V  84  110  45  87- 104V 

Beow . — eoo  is  51  wv  m 24  2* 

«W.)  650  b\-  28  41  4S1  52 

Knyal  fi  Son  431  20  - - s':  - - 

1*444)  4M  b l»,  29  X 28  35 

SertoMey  Awg  NnvMay  Aag  Nov 

Blue  Ore.™  TO  284  35V  42  0 |4V  Iff, 

P4I24)  433  II  21  27',  24V  X 35*: 

ScriciMey  Aug  Not  May  Ape  Nne 

Rlngflshr_  650  43*,  S7  67V  12  21V  27'- 

l*Wffl  TO  14  31  42  37V  4SV  514 

Scries  Mar  Jna  Mar  Jan 

BrOas 2X  16  - — |J  _ _ 

(*ZZ31  240  6V  — ~ 7T,  - - 

ScrioMaa-  Jun  SepMir  Jan  Sep 

□bums 500  34  44  54  IB  26V  34 

WJ  550  13  22  J2  47  57  62 

EMI  Group  1 103  73V  99  HQ  31V  524  bO 

[•11*0  USD  47  72V  834  54  7o  84 

Tarmac *XJ  7 10  II  4V  S 7V 

(N3'J  100  3 6 7 II  II  13', 

Hllladm—  l»  9 I)  - v-  ||  — 

1*184)  TO  IV  4 - JJ  JJV  - 

LonrtM — . I»  13  Ib'i  IW,  5 J1,  9 

(•147V)  IM  4 7V  |l  16  ]g'.  20 

Sean <0  - - - - _ - 

lunq)  103  — — — — — — 

more  EMI  1500  ------ 

(unq)  ihjo 

Tomkins ._  an  ao  24V  271,  71.  rjv  jji, 

rzfffl  280  10  14',  18  17  24  W: 

OpRli  TSB.  460  35V  46  554  12V  XT:  2S 

r477)  500  15V  26>.  16  32V  41  45V 

sea  Pwr_  XX  a » 33  v.  i*  |8'. 

1*341)  360  V,  IS  up.  251.  jj  jy. 

Dnltenrr—  isoicn  mi  iso  15  a,  11 
f*159S'.|  IHX  44V  B)  97  S4  h5‘,  721, 


per  cent,  while  the  shares  fell 
aO'zpto  lS2p. 

News  of  difficult  trading 
conditions  which  are  expected 
to  affect  first-half  results  “sig- 
nificantly" left  Carisbrooke 
Shipping  down  lOp  at  70]£p. 

Vision  Group  tumbled  70p 
to  250 p after  warning  that  a 
“slippage”  in  implementation 
programmes  that  would  affect 
second-half  results.  Profits  in 
the  first  six  months  of  the 
video  conferencing  specialist 
saw  the  group  return  to  the 
black.  But  there  was  strong 
support  for  Telspec.  with  the 
price  rising  50p  to  227>2p  after 
reporting  losses  of  E9  million. 
Shares  of  London  Bridge 
Software  made  a solid  debut 
on  the  big  board  after  a 
placing  by  Henderson 
Crosthwaite  at  200p.  The  price 
opened  at  259p  and  touched  a 
high  for  the  day  of  278 '2p 
before  closing  at  26p2p.  a 
premium  of  61'2p. 

KBC  Advanced  Technol- 
ogy got  off  to  a brisk  start  in 
first-rime  trading  after  a plac- 
ing at  195p.  The  price  opened 
at  243‘3p  before  dosing  at  its 
best  of  tiie  day  with  a rise  of 
52'ap  at277l2p. 

Over  on  AIM.  Total  Office 
Group  made  a confident  start 
with  the  shares  opening  at 
152  *2p  compared  with  the 
pladng  price  of  145p.  After 
dipping  to  150l2p,  the  price 
recovered  to  dose  at  152'zp.  a 
premium  of  7'ap. 

The  sale  of  its  banana 
interest  helped  Geest  headed 
by  Ian  Menzies-Gow,  chair- 
man, and  Mark  Pullen,  fi- 
nance director,  to  boost  profits 
last  year  by  73  per  cent  to  £17.3 
million.  Action  to  stem  losses 
in  other  parts  of  the  business 
have  also  proved  successful 
and  now  the  group  is  expand- 
ing into  other  areas  of  the  food 
market.  The  share  ended 
down  2'ap  at  2SZ'ip. 

□ GILT-EDGED:  Gilts  fol- 
lowed US  Treasury  bonds  and 
German  bunds  lower.  The 
drop  in  inflation  in  February 
and  the  latest  money  supply 
figures  had  little  impact. 

The  June  series  of  the  long 
gilt  finished  £3b  lower  at 
£108' 5 16  as  a total  of  82,000 
contracts  were  completed. 

Treasury  8 per  cent  2015 
dosed  Es!6  lower  at  £102Js, 
while  Treasury  S per  cent  2000 
was  £3i«  off  at  £I02,3J2. 

□ NEW  YORK:  Technology 
shares  rebounded  even  as  the 
fear  of  an  impending  increase 
in  interest  rates  sent  the  Dow 
Jones  industrial  average  low- 
er. By  midday  it  was  down 
48.34  points  al  6,829.34. 
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■ TEMPUS 


Ocean  catches  the  tide 


OCEAN  GROUP  just  had  to  sit  back  and 
wait.  The  frenetic  pace  of  activity  offshore  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  has  created  a shortage  of 
rigs,  barges  and  tenders,  all  to  the  benefit  of 
oil  service  companies.  OIL  has  100  vessels, 
none  in  Tidewater's  home  parch  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  bur  the  ships  can  be  moved  and  the 
American  buyer  of  OIL  will  be  keen  to  get  a 
foothold  in  West  Africa.  OIL  has  a big  outpost 
on  Bonny  Island  in  Nigeria,  convenient  riven 
the  intense  inreresr  bv  the  oil  majors  in  the 
deepwater  oil  prospects  off  the  Nigerian  coast: 
likewise,  OIL'S  presence  in  Brazil 
Ocean  could  have  held  out  for  more,  but 
why  bother?  Assuming  OIL'S  19*57  profits 
readt  £24  million,  the  forward  exit  multiple  is 
19  times,  an  attractive  price  for  a cyclical 
business  which  will  need  to  spend  heavily  on 
ships  just  in  time  for  the  downturn. 


The  problem  is  how  to  invest  the  proceeds. 
Ocean  wants  to  expand  its  international 
logistics  business,  MSAS.  This  is  a far  cry 
from  the  trucking  and  warehousing  opera- 
tions run  by  Salvesen  or  NFC.  MSAS  is  an 
airfreight  business  that  does  not  own.a  singe 
plane,  servicing  high  volume  manufacturers: 
such  as  Compaq,  InteC  Kodak  and  Softy/ 
which  need  just-iirtime  delivery  throughout - 
the  world.  Margins  are  thin  but  Ocean  has. 
managed  to  raise  its  return  on  sales  by  a point 
to  3 percent  and  hopes  to  attain  the  4 per  cent 
earned  by  US  competitors.  It  will  get.  there, 
through  efficiency,  consolidating  freight  and, 
getting  better  prices  from  airlines.  Small 
acquisitions  will  help  to  add  scale  to  MSAS. 
but  this  business  does  not  need  capita]  and' 
Ocean  will  need  to  find  other  reasons  to  hold 
on  to  all  its  cash.  - - - 


Nat  Express 

NATIONAL  EXPRESS  has 
been  hit  by  some  of  the  mud 
thrown  at  Stagecoach,  its 
rowdy  cousin  and  the  panto- 
mime villain  of  the  sector. 
The  fiasco  at  South  West 
Trains  shows  what  can  hap- 
pen to  companies  who  get  it 
wrong  but  National  Express, 
by  far  the  biggest  of  the  train 
operators,  should  not  be 
prejudged 

Firstly,  Stagecoach  runs 
one  mainland  franchise,  to 
National  Express'  five.  Sec- 
ondly, while  Stagecoach  has 
run  aground  in  its  attempt  to 
cut  costs.  National  Express 
has  sucoeded  in  axing  some 
20  per  cent  of  staff  from  its 
rail  franchises  with  barely  a 
whisper  from  the  unions. 

The  two  companies  have 
different  strategies:  National 
Express  is  looking  for  revenue 
growth  and  winning  people 
away  from  the  car.  where 


Guinness 

GLtiNNESS  is  so  intimately 
linked  with  die  ubiquitous 
stout  that  the  company  strug- 
gles to  transfer  the  strength 
of  its  brand  name  to  other 
beers.  Valiant  attempts  have 
been  made  to  expand,  but  the 
likes  of  Harp  and  Enigma, 
have  barely  succeeded  in  the 
UK  market,  let  alone 
worldwide. 

There  are  signs  that  die 
comppiy  has  found  a winner 
in  Kilkenny,  the  cold-flow 
bitter.  Languishing  in  pubs 
for  almost  ten  years,  the 
success  of  Bass's  Caffreys  has 
created  a market  for  Irish 
bitter,  and  one  that  Guinness 
has  quickly  been  able  to 
exploiL  Bass  chose  to  sell 
Caffreys  as  an  Irish  Ale. 
allowing  Guinness  — which 
boasts  a near  monopoly  on 
Irishness  — an  easy  entry 
into  the  new  market. 

The  success  of  Kilkenny 
allowed  Tony  Greener,  chair- 
man of  Guinness,  to  sound 
positive  yesterday.  With  spir- 
its markets  picking  up 
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3m 
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Stagecoach  is  relying  on 
lower  costs  to  improve  mar- 
gins and  profits.  The  growth 
strategy  of  National  Express 
is  controversial  — rail  traffic 
has  been  in  long  term  de- 
cline. However,  National  Ex- 
press is  making  money  from 
the  railways,  while  Stage- 
coach has  burnt  its  fingers 
and  won  powerful  enemies. 

Politics  may  be  important; 


National  Express  has . the 
dubious  honour  of  being. 
Britain's  most  heavily  subsi- 
dised company.  It  will  re- 
ceive about  £500  million 
from  the  Exchequer  next 
year,  and  the  Labour  com- 
mitment to  public  transport, 
could  be  crucial  to  its  growth 
strategy.  A dean  record,  too; 
might  be  useful  in  protecting 
the  subsidies. 
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around  the  world  and  the 
core  Guinness  beer  products 
expanding  quickly  in  new 
regions.  Guinness  finally 
seems  to  be  in  growth  mode 
again. 

Currency  problems  will  re- 
strict the  increase  in  headline 
profits  to  a mere  2 per  cent 
this  year,  although  another 
share  buyback  could  flatter 
the  numbers.  Guinness 
stands  on  an  undemanding 
forward  price  earnings  mul- 
tiple of  around  14  times,  but  it 
may  be  another  year  before 
the  shares  pick  up  steam. 

APV 

WHAT  Is  to  be  done  with 
APV?  Years  of  restructuring 
have  left  the  company  small- 
er but  still  struggling  with 
pitiful  margins.  A business' 
upturn  in  October  has  been 
reversed  with  a 15  per  cent 
fall  in  the  order  book  in  Janu- 
ary’ and  February’.  A Russian 
order  could  send  ft  bade  up 
again  but  the  buyer  is  still  ar- 
ranging funds. 

APV's  problem  is  that  it 


sells  its  equipment  to  big, 
international  food  manufac- 
turers like  Unilever.  In  cost- 
cutting mode  themselves, 
they  can  dictate  prices.  Resis- 
tance is  futile  because  the 
buyer  merely  shifts  the  order 
to  APV's  competitors.  GEA  or 
Alia-LavaJ.  Logic  suggests 
that  consolidation  is  needed, 
but  competition  issues  could 
be  tricky  and  each  party 
wants  to  be  strong  enough  to 
lead  any  merger. 

So  the  cost-cutting  contin- 
ues. APV  should  save 
another  £11  million  in  the 
current  year  as  the  remain- 
ing restructuring  provision  is 
expensed.  Thar  boosted  The 
shares,  as  did  a pension  cred- 
it of  £8  million.  A smaller 
workforce  means  that  APV 
gets  a pension  holiday  which 
should  continue  well  into  the 
next  century. 

A cynical  stock  market 
likes  these  little  fillips,  but 
APV  needs  growth  in  sales, 
not  a windfall  from  redun- 
dancies. 

Edited  by  Carl  Mortis  ked 
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Losing  nothing 
in  translation 

NERVES  are  (rayed  at 
Norwich  Union,  awaiting 
approval  for  its  ES  billion 
flotation  from  regulators' 
abroad-  Documents  have 
been  sent  to  about  120 
countries,  but  the  Afghan 
regulator  has  yet  to  reply. 
Allan  Bridgewater,  chief 
executive,  will  be  nibbling 
his  nails  until  he  hears 
from  the  Portuguese  au- 
thorities. Originally,  a re- 
quest was  put  in  for  docu- 
ments to  be  translated  in- 
to the  local  lingo  and  sent 
to  the  70  resident  policy- 
holders  in  question.  Nev- 
er mind  the  fact  that  they 
are  all  sun-loving  ex-pats. 

Just  the  job 

A DOUBLE  celebration 
for  Jeremy  Tigue  who  is 
to  take  the  reins  at  For- 
eign & Colonial,  and  walk 
up  the  aisle  in  the  same 
year. 

The  37-year-old  Oxford 
graduate,  who  was  yester- 
day hailed  as  the  succes- 
sor to  Michael  Hart, 
proposed  in  January. 
Enigmatically  referred  to 
as  “Ruth’*,  his  wife  works 
as  a physiotherapist 
based  in  Cardiff.  “I'm  sick 
of  the  MV  sighs  Tigue, 
who  has  persuaded  his 
love  to  set  up  home  in  the 
capital  after  their  wed- 
ding in  Wales  this  Octo- 
ber. “When  people 
congratulate  me,  l have  to 
ask  them  what  for.  and 
some  can  get  quite  upset,"  j 
he  says. 

Fool’s  gold 

MORE  from  Food  For 
Thought,  the  collection  of 
eating  habits,  from  cap- 
tains- of  industry,  pub- 
lished .in  aid  of 
CenfcrepoinL  This  time  it's 
over  to  Peter  Freeman, 
joint  chief  executive  of 
Argent,  the  property  com- 
pany, who  shares  with 
readers  a favourite  recipe 
for  courgette  soufite. 
“Years  ago  — before  the 
food  and  booze  boom  — 
my  ambition  was  to  have  a 
restaurant,"  writes  Free- 
man, who  claims  to  feel 
almost  as  at  home  in  the 
kitchen  as  he  does  in  the 
boardroom.  “Sadly.  1 was 
sidetracked  by  the  fool's 
gold  of  the  property  indus- 
try." 


Why  Tory  comparisons  on 
Europe  are  not  working 


Statistics  have 
failed  to  stop 
British  voters 
from  looking 
in  envy  at 
the  Continent 


EMPLOYMENT 
(First  quarter  1979-100} 


u 


GROSS  DOMESTIC  PRODUCT 
(First  quarter  1977=100) 


The  phrase  “Europe 
isn’t  working"  has  ap- 
parently been  chosen 
as  the  theme  of  the 
Tories*  main  assault  on  Labour 
economic  and  foreign  policies 
in  the  coming  weeks.  If  so.  the 
Government  is  making  an- 
other big  mistake  — and  not 
just  for  the  obvious  reason  that 
putting  the  limelight  on  Europe 
will  push  into  semi-detachment 
die  party's  two  most  effective 
campaigners  — Michael 
HeseJtine  and  Kenneth  Clarice. 
Another  objection  is  that  the 
catchphrase  about  Europe  will 
inevitably  remind  voters  of  the 
slogan  “Labour  Isn't  Working", 
emblazoned  over  posters  of  an 
endless  dole  queue,  which 
helped  Margaret  Thatcher  win 
in  1979.  The  trouble  with  that 
none-too-subliminal  associ- 
ation is  that  unemployment 
more  than  doubled  within  a 
year  of  the  1979  election  and  is 
still  half  a million  higher  than 
it  was  on  the  day  when  the 
Tories  came  to  power. 

It  can,  of  course,  be  argued 
that  many  of  the  jobs  lost  in  die 
last  18  years  were  artificial, 
subsidised  and  unproductive. 

It  can  also  be  added  that  the 
low  unemployment  typical  of 
the  pre-Thatcher  period  was 
incompatible  with  stable  prices 
and  peaceful  industrial  rela- 
tions. Labour  can  claim  that 
the  unemployment  rale  never 
rose  above  4.6  per  rent  before 
1980  and  has  never  since  been 
below  £5  per  cent.  But  Labour 
must  also  admit  that  inflation 
accelerated  throughout  the  - 
1960s  and  1970s.  rising  to  more 
than  2D  per  rent  in  1974  and 
again  in  1980.  Even  worse,  the 
constant  strikes  and  the  Napo- 
leonic pretensions  of  trade 
union  leaders  made  Britain  in 
the  1970s  fee)  alternately  like  a 
war-zone  and  a lunatic  asylum. 

The  Tory  philosophy  since 
1979  has  been  that  “unemploy- 
ment is  a price  worth  paying 
for  stable  prices",  as  Norman 
Lament  once  remarked  in  Par- 
liament Conventional  wisdom 
now  emphatically  shares  this 
view.  But  the  political  conse- 
quences of  saying  this  loudly 
and  in  public  can  still  be 
disastrous,  as  Mr  Lament 
would  be  the  first  to  admit. 

Britain's  long-term  record  on 
jobs  is  thus  a two-edged  sword 
for  the  Government  It  is 
presumably  for  this  reason  thar 
the  Tories  have  derided  to  focus 
not  so  much  on  Britain's  own 
employment  performance,  but 
on  how  it  compares  with  the 
rest  of  Europe.  Given  the  recent 
contrast  between  Britain’s  ex- 
cellent employment  figures  and 
the  grim  news  from  Germany 
and  France,  tliis  is  understand- 
able. Nevertheless,  there  are 
pitfalls. 

In  theory,  the  Government  is 
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almost  certainly  right  that  Brit- 
ain has  benefited  because  of  its 
deregulated  markets.  In  prac- 
tice, die  message  may  prove 
hard  to  .sell.  Whatever  (he 
statistics  may  say.  it  will  be 
hard  to  convince  voters  that 
Britain  is  an  economic  titan 
while  Germany  is  an  right- 
stone  weakling. 

I can  personally  attest  to  this. 
In  the  past  seven  years,  I have 
often  argued  that  Germany’s 
economic  strength  has  been 
overstated,  that  the  Bundes- 
bank has  mismanaged  mone- 
tary policy,  that  the  mark  needs 
to  he  devalued,  that  Frankfort 
will  never  become  Europe's 
financial  capital  and  thar  Ger- 
many's vaunted  emphasis  on 
manufacturing  could  make  it 
the  rust-belt  of  Europe. 

Arguments  like  these  can  be 
based  on  sound  economic  theo- 
ries and  incontrovertible  statis- 
tics, but  let  me  share  a little 
secret  with  Conservative  Cen- 
tral Office;  my  mailbag  sug- 
gests readers  remain  unconvin- 
ced. In  fact  the  more  1 point  out 
that  Germany,  France  and 
Italy  have  been  running  their 
economies  rather  badly,  the 
more  1 find  myself  on  the 
receiving  end  of  incredulous 
and  aggressive  protests,  usual- 
ly from  people  who  sound  like 
hardcore  Tories  disgusted  by 
what  they  feel  has  been  Brit- 
ain’s ineluctable  slide  in  rela- 
tive living  standards,  political 
status  and  economic  power. 

In  part,  the  public's  incredu- 
lity about  Britain's  status  as  the 
model  economy  of  Europe  re- 
flects what  economists  call  a 
“slow  response-function".  If  a 
country  has  been  in  relative 
decline  for  a century  or  more,  it 
is  bound  to  take  years,  even 
decades  or  generations,  for  the 
conviction  to  grow  thar  the 
trend  has  really  been  reversed. 
But  there  is  more  to  the  public's 


scepticism  than  mere  blind 
prejudice. 

The  fad  is  that  Britain^ 
superiority  over  the  other  Euro- 
pean economies  is  far  from 
obvious.  When  Britons  go  to 
Germany.  Italy  and  The 
Netherlands,  or  even  Spain, 
they  return  impressed  by  the 
generally  high  living  standards 
and  efficient  public  services. 
The  statistically  inclined  also 
know  that  Germany.  France 
and  Italy  have  all  overtaken 
Britain  in  terms  of  per  capita 
incomes  — and  some  may  even 
be  aware  that  Ireland  will, 
within  the  next  year,  achieve 
higher  living  standards  than 
Britain  "for  foe  first  rime  since 
the  Dark  Ages". 


There  are  plenty  of  rea- 
sons la  question  the 
slogan  that  “Europe 
isn't  working"  from  a 
statistical  point  of  view.  Start- 
ing with  employment.  Britain's 
performance  may  be  better 
than  Europe's  at  the  moment, 
but  it  remains  to  be  seen  how 
much  of  ihe  difference  is  due  to 
the  Tory  policies  of  flexibility 
and  deregulation  and  how 
much  is  simply  a consequence 
of  the  vagaries  of  the  economic 
cycle.  Britain’s  performance 
since  1993  has  been  excellent 
relative  to  the  rest  of  Europe, 
but  occurred  during  recovery 
from  a horrendous  recession, 
while  the  European  economy— 
suffering  from  single  currency 
obsession  and  Bundesbank 
misjudgments  — has  been 
needlessly  slowing  down. 

In  the  long  term,  however, 
there  has  been  almost  no 
difference  in  the  rate  of  job 
creation  in  Britain,  France  and 
Italy;  all  three  have  had  an 
abysmal  average  growth  rate 
of  less  than  0.2  per  cent  per 
year  since  1979.  (I  have  omitted 
Germany  because  unification 


gave  both  employment  and 
output  a huge  but  temporary 
boost).  There  has  also  been 
little  to  choose  between  GDP 
growth  in  Britain.  Italy  and 
France.  These  comparisons  beg 
a fascinating  question,  to  which 
I hope  to  return  in  another 
article.  If  flexibility  and  deregu- 
lation is  really  as  beneficial  as 
is  generally  believed,  how 
much  better  would  Italy. 
France  and  Germany  have 
done  than  Britain  if  they,  too, 
had  made  a bonfire  of  their 
regulations  and  red  tape? 

As  the  two  charts  in  the  top 
panel  illustrate.  Britain’s  lack- 
lustre relative  performance  is 
not  just  a consequence  of  taking 
1979  as  a starting  point  Britain 
would  not  have  done  much 
better  if  the  comparisons  had 
started  with  1987  or  1990.  In 
this  sense  it  is  nor  sufficient  for 
the  Tories  to  claim  that  Britain 
would  have  done  much  better 
had  it  not  been  for  the  mess  left 
behind  by  the  Labour  govern- 
ments of  the  1970s.  Thai  is  true, 
but  it  is  equally  valid  to  point 
out  the  mess  left  behind  by 
Nigel  Lawson  and  John  Major 
when  they  were  Chancellor. 
Only  by  starting  from  1982-83 
or  1991-92  — from  the  depths  of 
the  two  great  recessions  — can 
Britain  claim  to  have  done 
much  better  than  France  or 
Italy  in  job  creation  and  eco- 
nomic growth. 

And  what  of  the  situation 
today?  Surely  Britain’s  latest 
unemployment  figure  of  only 
bj  per  cent  stands  out  like  a 
beacon  against  the  levels  of  11 
and  12  per  cent  in  the  leading 
Continental  countries?  The  an- 
swer again  is  yes  and  no. 
Overall  unemployment  is  cer- 
tainly much  higher  than  in 
Britain  in  an  Continental  coun- 
tries apart  from  Denmark.  The 
Netherlands  and  Luxembourg. 
But  looking  more  closely  at 


sane  of  the  figures  suggests 
why  Europe's  high  unemploy- 
ment is  causing  less  soda! 
distress  than  might  be  expect- 
ed. while  Britain’s  better  jobs 
record  is  failing  to  produce 
political  dividends. 

To  compare  the  levels  of  the 
most  politically  sensitive  form 
of  unemployment  the  number 
of  "prime-age”  men  between  25 
and  54  without  jobs  (see  chart). 
1 have  adjusted  the  officials 
figures  by  gender  and  age- 
group.  last  published  fay  die 
OECD  for  1995  by  die  changes 
in  total  unemployment  since 
then.  The  figures  show  that  on 
the  Continent  much  of  the 
unemployment  is  concentrated 
among  women  and  young 
workers,  who  typically  suffer 
jobless  rates  of  20  per  cent  or 
more.  But  prime-age  male 
workers  have  generally  been 
protected  from  the  worst  of  the 
unemployment  In  Britain,  by 
contrast  the  male  unemploy- 
ment rate  is  85  per  cent 
against  only  35  per  cent  for 
women,  and  youth  unemploy- 
ment is  much  lower  than  on  the 
Continent  The  upshot  is  that 
men  between  25  and  54  years  of 
age  are  almost  as  likely  to  be 
unemployed  in  Britain  as  they 
are  in  Germany,  while  in  Italy 
“prime-age"  men  probably  en- 
joy a somewhat  lower  unem- 
ployment rate  than  in  Britain. 

These  figures  do  not  imply 
Char  Britain  ought  to  adopt  die 
Continental  approach  of  pro- 
tecting the  jobs  of  entrenched 
male  workers  at  the  expense  of 
women  and  the  young.  Neither 
do  they  refute  die  Tory  claim 
that  Europe  would  gain  by 
copying  Britain's  more  deregu- 
lated and  flexible  approach  to 
markets  and  jobs.  They  da 
however,  suggest  why  many 
people  in  Britain  still  look  with 
envy  at  Europe  — even  if  in 
theory  Europe  does  not  work. 
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WATER  industry  staff 


WATER  industry  staff 
will  be  wearing  blue  to- 
day, but  not  as  a sign  of 
their  political  allegiance. 
To  raise  money  for 
WaterAid,  thousands  of 
employees  are  being  en- 
couraged to  pay  El  each  to 
don  blue  outfits  for  the 
international  water  chari- 
ty. The  event  is  expected  to 
raise  about  £15,000  for 
safe  water  and  sanitation 
projects  in  developing 
countries. 

Sporting  agents 

THE  first  Lloyd’s  mem- 
bers’ agents  merger  this 
year,  Kun  Cotesworth  and 
Stewart,  will  this  week 
become  the  third-largest 
members'  agent  by  num- 
ber of  names.  Adrian 
Graves,  chief  executive  of 
the  new  Kiln  Cotesworth 
Stewart  can  now  him  his 
attention  to  another  mara- 
thon, the  London  Mara- 
thon. Graves  is  also  a 
keen  abseiler.  whose  lat- 
est drop  took  him  down 
the  side  of  the  Bownng 
Building.  Meanwhile. 
David  Whitehurst  man- 
aging director,  prefers  to 
flex  his  muscles  on  the 
less  demanding  golf 
course. 

MORAG  PRESTON 


Guess?  Inc.  American 
purveyors  of  pricey 
denim  sportswear,  will 
open  a store  in  Brompton  Road 
today.  The  first  London  Guess? 
shop  will  be  followed  by  a sec- 
ond in  New  Bond  Street  this 
autumn  in  the  opening  phase  of 
an  overseas  push  by  the  Los 
Angeles  company.  More  stores 
are  planned  for  Paris  and  as  far 
afield  as  Hungary  and  Jordan. 

“London  is  the  focus  of  the 
company’s  strategy  for  Europe. 
I*ve  been  a fan  of  England  for 
many  years,  but  in  the  last  24 
months  what  has  happened  in 
England  has  become  undeni- 
able," said  Raul  Marciano, 
company  president  and  one  of 
four  brothers  from  Marseilles 
who  founded  Guess?  in  Los 
Angeles  in  1981.  “The  British 
economy  is  strong  and  expendi- 
ture by  consumers  is  jumping- 
You  can  barely  walk  on  the 
streets  around  Knightsbridge 
for  people  loaded  down  with 
shopping  bags.  The  excitement 
is  there.  In  Paris  the  feeling  is 
quite  different.  It’s  a gorgeous 
city,  but  the  mood  follows  the 
economy  of  France.” 

More  British  stares  are 
planned  for  Covent  Garden. 
Manchester  and  Glasgow-  The 
Guess?  range  is  one  of  me 
leading  brands  of  jeans  in  the 
US.  But  although  they  have 
been  advertised  in  Bnftsft 
glossy  magazines  for  years. 


Lois  Letts  finds  out  why  an  American  retailer  has 
chosen  Britain  as  a base  for  its  European  expansion 
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A Guess?  campaign  is  credited  with  launching  the  career  of  Claudia  Schiffer 


generating  consumer  interest, 
the  jeans  have  not  been  sold  in 
Britain  until  now. 

European  expansion  is  being 
funded  by  die  public  offering. 
Iasi  August,  of  16  per  cent  of  the 
company's  stock.  Although  this 
raised  $140  million  for  the 
business,  the  launch  was  not  a 
success.  Facing  a soft  markei 


the  Marcianos  were  farced  to 
reduce  the  number  of  shares  on 
offer  from  9.2  million  to  seven 
million,  while  the  share  price 
was  cui  from  $23  to  $18.  It  has 
now  slumped  to  $11. 

However,  money  managers 
in  the  US  are  nor  unduly  worr- 
ied. Guess?  Ine's  turnover  was 
$551  million  last  year,  with  a 


net  income  of  $54.4  million,  ex- 
ceeding analysts’  predictions. 
Many  observers  consider 
Guess?  shares  to  be  inexpen- 
sive in  light  of  the  company's 
sales  and  earnings,  and  are 
confident  that  foe  big  drive 
overseas  will  filter  through  to 
profits  in  1998.  RmJ  Mardano 
is  sanguine  about  the  experi- 


ence of  the  flotation:  “The  entire 
sector  is  in  disfavour  by  Wall 
Street  at  the  moment  because 
the  fashion  industry  is  seen  as 
volatile.  Donna  Karan  and  Cal- 
vin Klein  have  also  suffered." 

Brompton  Road  will  be  the 
first  British  store  to  stock  the 
entire  Guess?  collection,  rang- 
ing from  eyewear  and  watches 
to  stretch  jeans  and  a soft 
brown  leather  jacket  retailing 
for  about  £500.  The  launch 
party  at  the  Worx  Studios  in 
Parsons  Green  will  be  attended 
by  Paul  Mardano  and  fay  Bella 
Freud  and  Bat  de  Ltisi,  the 
designers,  and  Yasmin  Le  Bon, 
the  modeL  The  jeans  will  be 
manufactured  by  Maco  Appar- 
el Sjt.L,  a joint  venture  with 
Fingen  Group,  of  Florence.  But 
they  will  continue  to  be  de- 
signed in  Los  Angeles  under 
the  eye  of  Maurice  Mardano, 
the  company  chairman. 

Guess?  has  attracted  criti- 
cism in  the  past  for  its  raunchy, 
some  felt  sexist,  advertising 
campaigns  which  launched  the 
likes  of  Claudia  Schiffer,  the 
supermodel.  This  spring's  adv- 
ertisements featuring  Laehtia 
Casta,  a French  teenager,  are 
relatively  free  of  innuendo.  “We 
want  to  reflect  what  the  young 
generation  is  feeling  today.  It'S 
all  about  friendship,  self-confi- 
dence and  feeling  good  about 
themselves,"  sad  Maurice 
Mardano. 


Custodian  deal 
highlights 
global  trend 

Robert  Miller  assesses  the  implications 
of  a new  bank  with  £250bn  of  assets 

Anew  but  little-known  proof  were  needed  that  ad- 
bank  opens  its  doors  ministrati  ve  failures  can  be 
for  business  on  Mon-  costly  in  firtantia!  and 


Anew  but  little-known 
bank  opens  its  doors 
for  business  on  Mon- 
day with  a not  inconsider- 
able £250  billion  worth  of 
assets  to  manage. 

Hie  Royal  Bank  of  Scot- 
Iand’sTrust  Bank  is  one  of  a 
new  breed  of  banks  that 
completes  a vital  fink  in  the 
secur  ity  chain  that  ultimate- 
ly protects  the  assets  of  tens 
of  miSioas  of  investors  in 
pension  schemes,  personal 
equity  plans  (Peps),  unit  and 
investment  trusts,  life  funds 
and  private  dient  portfolios. 

More  than  £1  trillion 
worth  of  assets  worldwide 
are  held  on  behalf  of  inves- 
tors and  the  Securities  and 
Investments  Board,  the 
most  senior  City  watchdog, 
headed  by  Sir  Andrew 
Large,  has  estimated  that  the 
top  ten  custodian  banks  in 
the  UK  alone  hold  domestic 
assets  worth  £700  bfllion. 

The  new  RBS  Trust  Bank, 
which  will  today  conclude 
its  acquisition  of  the  Custo- 
dy and  Investor  Services 
division  of  SG  Warburg,  has 
got  its  timing  right.  The 
subject  matter  may  appear 
diy  but  its  importance  to  the 
future  safety  


of  pensions 

and  general  £ ( 

investments 

cannot  be  HUmt 

understated.  . . 

Inst  year  pOOD 

the  SIB  is- 

sued  new  provide 

rules  for  the  sep. 

custody  of  as-  

sets.  The  driv- 
ing force  behind  the  tough 
new  rules,  as  with  the  new 
Pensions  Act  which  begins 
to  bite  next  month,  was  in 
part  the  Maxwell  pension 
fund  losses  and  the  more 
recent  £830  million  Barings 
crash.  The  day-to-day  super- 
vision of  the  global  custodi- 
ans is  mainly  in  foe  hands  of 
Imro.  the  watchdog  for  fund 
managers,  but  also  the  Secu- 
rities and  Futures  Authority, 
which  polices  brokers  and 
futures  traders.  For  the  first 
time;  global  custody  of  as- 
sets has  come  into  the  net  of 
the  Financial  Services  Act  so 
that  in  the  event  of  a failure 
or  misappropriation  of 
funds  the  Investors  Com- 
pensation Scheme  is  there  as 
a final  safety  net 

The  attraction  of  bitying 
in  a third-party  administra- 
tion service  from  a custodi- 
an, such  as  RBS,  Citibank  or 
Midland,  is  that  the  typical 
fund  managers  operation 
has  become  so  complex  h is 
now  simpler  and  more  cost- 
effective  to  use  an  outside 
body  to  lode  alter  adminis- 
tration and  paperwork.  If 


proof  were  needed  that  ad- 
ministrative failures  can  be 
costly  in  financial  and 
reputational  terms  one  only 
has  to  look  at  the  long  list  of 
fines  handed  down  by  the 
City  authorities  for  such  rule 
breaches,  which  more  often 
than  not  involve  Peps. 

Gordon  Lindsay,  manag- 
ing director  of  RBS  Trust 
Bank,  maintains  that  the 
duties  of  global  custodians 
are  onerous.  “Our  number 
one  priority  is  to  proride  a 
secure  service."  he  says. 
“The  manager  makes  the 
decision  to  buy  or  sell  a 
share  and  we  do  the  rest  We 
ensure,  where  appropriate, 
that  the  correct  number  of 
share  certificates  are  held 
and  in  the  right  name.  When 
dividends  are  due  we  make 
sure  that  the  right  amount  is 
paid  to  the  right  dient 
account  on  time.  If  an  inves- 
tor has  changed  address  or 
bank  that  too  is  entered  on 
our  system." 

The  new  global  custody 
standards  have  also  been 
“fine-tuned"  to  take  account 
of  the  introduction  of  Crest 
the  new  electronic  share 
setiiememt  system.  Certain 
items,  how- 
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secure  safe-deposit 

jg  ^ boxes  con- 

taining  so- 

called  non- 
investments such  as  dia- 
monds. cash,  property  deeds 
or  gold.  Nevertheless,  says 
Mr  Lindsay,  such  items  may 
be  covered  if  they  are  held 
by  an  authorised  custodian 
who  also  looks  after 
securities. 

The  City  watchdogs  have 
warned  custodians  that 
“identification  and  periodic 
checking  of  customers’  in- 
vestments will  he  earned 
ouT  and  possibly  without 
prior  warning.  There  has 
also  been  criticism  from 
some  fund  managers  that 
the  new  standards  being 
imposed  on  them  are  just 
another  cosily  exercise  in 
regulation.  As  the  SIB  has 
said:  “la  the  SIB’s  judge- 
ment. as  these  standards 
reflect  existing  good  prac- 
tice, the  additional  costs  of 
compliance  are  not  likely  to 
be  significant” 

With  political  parties  lay- 
ing emphasis  on  greater 
provision  for  retirement  and 
long-term  care,  it  does  not 
seem  unreasonable  that  part 
of  (hat  cost  should  go  to- 
wards safeguarding  assets. 
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Laing  gives 
warning  on 
Labour’s 
windfall  tax 

By  Christine  Buckley,  industrial  correspondent 


the  times 


ONE  OF  Britain's  largest 
o instruction  groups  yesterday 
issued  a warning  that 
Labour's  proposed  windfall 
tax  could  stifle  recovery  in  the 
building  trade,  should  the 
party  come  to  power. 

The  attack  by  John  Laing  is 
one  nf  the  first  to  be  made  on 
Latjour’s  key  tax-raising  plan 
from  a business  outside  the 
utilities.  Sir  Martin  Laing. 
chairman,  said  that  it  was 
important  that  the  sustained 
growth  being  seen  in  conscruc- 
iinn  should  not  be  “stifled  by  a 
hiatus  in  government  deri- 
sion-making after  the  election 
nr  by  policies  that  could  ad- 
versely affect  the  capital  ex- 
penditure programmes  of  the 
utilities  sector1*. 

A company  spokesman  said 
that  a one-vear  hit  on  spend- 
ing could  have  a worse  impact 
than  the  recent  recession. 

Utilities  companies  are 
some  of  the  biggest  spenders 
uii  construction  and  John 
Laing  is  concerned  that  they 
would  shelve  large  projects  if 
forced  tu  pay  a windfall  rax 
expected  to  raise  £3  billion. 

With  Labour  sources  indi- 
cating an  ever  widening  net  of 
companies  that  could  be  af- 
fected by  the  tax.  concern  is 
expected  to  deepen  in  the 
construction  industry. 

Sir  Martin  said:  'The  utili- 
ties vector  is  one  of  ihe  drivers 
of  growth  in  the  construction 
sector  and  it  is  important  that- 
policy  changes  do  not  adverse- 


ly affect  the  capital  expendi- 
ture programmes  of  clients." 

The  company's  research 
estimates  that  the  broad  range 
of  utilities.  including  rail, 
telecoms  and  airports  along 
with  the  water,  electricity  and 
gas  companies,  spend  £10 
billion  a year  on  capital 
projects.  Although  not  all  of 
that  is  spent  on  new  building, 
it  compares  with  the  annual 
£28  billion  spent  on  new- 
building  across  all  areas  of  the 
construction  sector. 

James  Armstrong,  finance 
director,  said  he  expected 
leading  contractors'  groups  to 
lobby  Labour  over  its  windfall 
plans.  Although  he  did  nor 
expect  a change  of  heart, 
groups  may  lobby  For  regula- 
tory relaxations  so  utilities  still 
have  spending  power. 

Last  year.  John  Laing  lifted 
pre-tax  profits  21  per  cent  to 
£24.5  million.  Sales  edged  4 
per  cent  higher  in  the  year  ro 
December  31  ro  £1.25  billion. 

The  company  believes  there 
will  be  a return  to  growth  in 
construction  of  2 per  cent  this 
year,  after  a fall  of  10  per  cent 
over  the  past  six  years.  The 
company's  order  book  is  21  per 
cent  up  on  the  year,  it  added, 
while  the  property  market  was 
strengthening,  with  retail  at 
the  forefront  of  the  growth. 

The  dividend,  which  has 
been  pegged  ai  9p  for  four 
years,  was  raised  to  M.5p  for 
the  year.  The  final  payment, 
due  on  July  4.  was  set  at  b.5p. 


David  Kent,  left  of  SIG  AP.  and  Graham  Dewhirst  director  at  NatWest  Ventures 

Managers  buy  SIG  outlet 


By  Paul  Dorman 

SIG.  the  building  materials 
group,  has  sold  its  architectur- 
al hardware  arm  to  a manage- 
ment buyout  team  backed  by 
£82  million  of  funding  ar- 
ranged  by  NatWest  Ventures. 

SIG  AP.  headed  by  David 
Kent  chief  executive,  designs 
and  distributes  hardware  for 


windows  and  doors.  Last  year 
the  business  had  sales  of  £67.2 
million,  and  lifted  operating 
profits  to  £7.1  million. 

NatWest  Ventures  has 
made  an  equity  investment  of 
£33  million.  NatWest  Man 
kets  and  Midland  Bank  have 
provided  £39  million  nf  senior 
debt  A further  £10  million  of 
mezzanine  finance  was  pro- 


vided by  ABN  Amro  Cause- 
way Mezzanine  and  Mithras 
Investment  Trust 
Graham  DewhirsL  director 
at  NatWest  Ventures,  said: 
“Forecasts  for  the  housing 
market  and  the  domestic 
economy  over  the  next  three 
years  are  positive.  This  is  an 
excellent  time  for  us  to  invest 
in  SIG  AP." 


More  jobs  under  threat  in  Rugby  revamp 


By  Christine  Blckiey 

MORE  jobs  may  be  lost  at 
Rugby  Group,  the  cement 
maker,  joinery  and  building 
materials  business,  as  the 
company  completes  a resiruc- 
uiriny  aimed  ai  cutting  costs 
and  boosting  margins. 

I he  reshaping  ol  the  group, 
which  includes  large  opera- 


tions in  rhe  United  Slates  and 
Australia  as  well  the  UK. 
began  last  year  but  has  further 
to  go.  according  to  Peter 
Johnson,  chief  executive.  A 
reduction  in  jobs  had  already 
been  anticipated  after  Rugby 
bought  Boulton  & Paul,  the 
loss-making  windows  and 
doors  manufacturer,  last 
month.  Then  it  was  predicted 


that  up  to  800  of  the  combined 
workforce  of  John  Carr.  Rug- 
by's existing  business,  and 
Boulton  & Paul  might  go. 

Rugby  saw  pre-tax  profits, 
before  exceptional,  fail  14  per 
cent  to  £62.5  million  last  year. 
After  exceptional,  the  figures 
rose  IS  per  cent  ro  £52.6 
million  (E45.S  million). 

John  Carr  suffered  from 


overcapacity  in  the  sector  and 
operating  profits.  before 
exceptional,  fell  35  per  cent  on 
sales  2 per  cent  lower.  Austra- 
lia also  proved  a difficult 
market,  given  rhe  country's 
sharpest  downturn  in  housing 
for  more  than  20  years.  Oper- 
ating profit  fell  32  per  cent  on 
sales  that  were  8 per  cent 
lower.  The  final  dividend. 


payable  on  May  30.  was  held 
at  2.1  p.  for  an  unchanged  total 
of  3.bp. 

Rugby  was  cautious  in  its 
predictions  for  markets  this 
year  while  issuing  a warning 
that  the  strength  of  sterling 
would  affect  profits  and  that 
the  Jong  election  campaign 
would  create  uncertainty  in 
the  UK  economv. 


Ibstock 
hit  by 
shake-up 
and  low 
prices 

By  Christine  Buckley 

1 INDUSTRIAL  CORRESPONDENT 

A SLUMP  in  pulp  prices 
and  restructuring  costs 
sliced  into  the  pre-tax  profits 
of  Ibstock,  the  brick  manu- 
facturer that  also  runs 
woodpulp  mill  and  forestry 
operations  in  Portugal. 

Ibstock,  which  . became 
one  of  the  UK’s  top  two  brick 
manufacturers  when  it 
bought  Recfland's  bricks 
business  last  year,  reported 
a fall  in  1996  pre-tax  profits 
to  £8.2  million  from  £26.1 
million. 

The  forestry  products  divi- 
sion, whose  earnings  are 
largely  determined  by  pulp 
prices,  incurred  a £1.9  mil- 
lion loss  compared  with  a 
£12.1  million  profit  in  1995. 
In  addition,  there  were  re- 
structuring costs  of  £3.9 
million  for  Ibstock’s  UK 
brick  operations. 

The  Leicestershire  com- 
pany predicted  that  pulp 
prices  would  continue  to  be 
weak  during  the  first  half  of 
this  year. 

After  integrating  Redland 
Brick.  Ibstock  said  it  was 
able  to  achieve  annua]  cost 
savings  of  £3  million.  Sir 
Colin  Hope,  chairman,  said 
he  expected  the  slow  im- 
provement in  UK  construc- 
tion activity  ro  continue 
through  the  year. 

Last  year,  however,  the 
brick  market  was  shaped  by 
poor  prices,  although  a pick- 
up was  delivered  by  an 
increase  in  housebuilding  in 
the  second  half. 

Ibstock  described  this  year 
as  one  of  consolidation  and 
operating  focus  after  the 
company's  transition  in 
1996.  The  purchase  of 
Redland  Brick  last  year  gave 
Ibstock  a 31  per  cent  share  of 
the  market,  putting  it  on  a 
par  with  Hanson  Brick. 

Ibstock  had  been  forced  io 
sell  factories  producing  4 per 
cent  of  the  market  dan  and 
after  it  bought  Redland  by 
Ian  Lane.  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  in  order  that 
the  deal  should  avoid  a 
reference  to  the  Monopolies 
and  Mergers  Commission. 

Tnere  is  a final  dividend  of 
J_2 5p  a share,  due  on  July  I. 
leaving  the  rotai  unchanged 
ar  2d.  ” 
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VCLISIVE  OFFER  AND  C OMPETITION  TFfEfia&fc TIMES 


Five  kilim  stools  worth 
£400  each  to  be  won 


Times  readers  have  the  chance  to  win  a 
beautiful  kilim  stool  from  Clock 
House  Furniture.  The  kilims  are  hand 
woven  in  Turkey  in  a range  of  traditional 
colours  and  designs.  Worth  E40Q  each, 
they  can  be  mounted  on  a wide  choice  of 
leg  styles  from  mahogany  finish  Queen 
Ann  to  modem  shapes  stained  to  suit  your 
decor.  Clock  House  Furniture  recognised  a 
gap  in  the  market  seven  years  ago  and  is 
now  making  stools  to  order  in  any  fabric, 
kilim  or  needlepoint,  including  Ottomans, 
window  seats  and  club 
fenders.  For  a brochure  call 
Nicholas  Parry  on 
01620  S61300. 

HOW  TO  ENTER 

Phone  our  hotline  0839  444  546  with  your  answer  to: 
Where  are  Clock  House  kilim  stools  hand  woven? 
a)  Afghanistan  b)  India  c)  Turkey 


The  line  is  open  until  midnight  tonight.  Winners  will 
be  chosen  at  random  from  all  correct  entries.  Normal 
TNL  rules  apply.  0S39  calls  cost  50p  per  minute.  See 
tomorrow's  Times  for  a luxury  shower. 


Tottenham  profits 
dented  by  transfer 
market  spending 


By  Ajlasdair  Murray 


FREE  tickets  for  the  BBC  Good  Homes  Show 


Plus  a £10,000  Miele  fitted 

kitchen  to  be  won 

The  Times  offers  you  a FREE  ticket  worth  at  least 
£7.50.  for  the  first  ever  BBC  Good  Homes  Shaw  at 
the  National  Exhibition  Centre,  Birmingham,  from 


April  9-13.  Collect  three  differently  numbered  tokens 
and  send  them,  with  a stamped  sae  marked  on  the 
front  with  which  day  you  wish  to  attend  and  the 
application  form  which  will  appear  again  tomorrow. 
Your  name  will  automatically  be  entered  into  a prize 
draw  to  win  the  £10.000  Miele  kitchen,  left. 

Throughout  the  week  there  will  be  live  perfor- 
mances in  the  Lloyds  Bank  Insurance  Direct 
Celebrity  Theatre  featuring  celebrities  from  BBC 
shows.  Lady  Caroline  Wrey  will  teach  you  how  to 
dress  a window  as  well  as  make  blinds  and  acces- 
sories, Jocasta  Innes  who  was  featured  in  yesterday's 
competition,  will  give  away  her  Paint  Magic  secrets, 
and  Ann  Morris.  America's  “House  Doctor”  reveals 
the  secret  of  selling  a home. 

Call  0121  767  4000  to  pre-book 
theatre  and  show  admission 
tickets.  (For  a Miele  brochure 
call  01235  5544S8.) 
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CHANGING  TIMES 


.ALAN  SUGAR,  chairman  of 
Tottenham  Hotspur  Football 
Club,  admitted  yesterday  that 
the  club  has  had  a disappoint- 
ing season,  but  claimed  that  it 
i.s  close  to  having  a squad 
capable  of  challenging  for 
major  honours. 

Operaring  costs  at  the  club 
rose  13  per  cent  to  £10  million 
because  of  an  increase  in  rhe 
playing  staff.  The  company 
added  that  it  has  renegotiated 
a number  of  the  players' 
contracts  to  ensure  protection 
against  the  Bosman  ruling 
and  that  the  full  impact  of  this 
increase  in  costs  would  be  felt 
in  future  years. 

Tottenham  announced  a 13 
per  cent  rise  in  half-year 
operating  profits  to  £7.1  mil- 
lion. while  overall  turnover 
also  rose  13  per  cent  to  £17.1 
million. 

The  dub  spent  £10.8  million 
in  the  first  half  of  the  year  on 
new  players,  including  Allan 
Nielsen  and  Ramon  Vega. 
Headline  profits  before  tax  fell 
front  £10.7  million  to  £6  mil- 
lion as  a result  of  the  transfer 
market  expenditure.  The  dub 
also  made  a £2.6  million  write- 
down on  the  squad's  balance 
sheet  valuation  to  take  account 
of  the  Bosman  ruling. 

The  company  has  complet- 


ed the  redevelopment  of  the 
South  Stand,  allowing  corpo- 
rate hospitality  for  up  to  22W0 
guests  per  match.  Redevelop- 
ment  of  the  North  Stand  will 
begin  during  the  summer, 
which  will  result  in  a cut  in 
capacity  in  the  first  part  of  next 
year.  Two  new  team  kits  will 
also  be  launched  next  season. 

The  interim  dividend  was 
increased  10  per  cent  to  0.33p. 
payable  on  April  23.  Shares  in 
the  company  closed  *2p  down 
atll0<zp. 


Sugar  disappointing  season 


Abbott  Mead  Vickers 
soars  to  a record 

nothing  to  do  with  the  ^ ^.irnian  in  January- 

Mod,  who  replaced  David  Abbott  ^ ^ a!iead  ar 

said  rhe  results,  showing  P^gns  not  the  economic 
£14-5  million,  were  thanks  to  a^mons.  0 ^ in  sate 
upturn.  The  new  businesses  generate  (£2S?  mljltnn,. 

last  year,  bringing  overall  sales  to  £3  he  ar 

It  won  £145  million  of  new  DU**S°  ^ ^ 

including  accounts  from  BT-  P™  _ ^launch  of  IVpsi.  which 
press.  It  was  also  responsible  &>r  the  . bl|S^,^s  for  one 

turned  its  cans  blue  last  Easter- Th  roncnrde  blue  Its 

of  its  PR  divisions  Which  making 

marketing  division  delivered  a strong  I*  rime, 

more  than  50  per  cent  of  A final 

Overall,  earnings  rose  to  24.lp  fran  '“X  ™a| ilp 
dividend  of  7.75p,  due  on  June  16.  brings  the 

Burford  rises  to  £15m 

BURFORD  HOLDINGS,  the  innovative 
■has  spawned  no  fewer  than  three  demerged  company 
tS  Grantehester  and  Columbus,  yesteruay  ref^ted 
ariSin  1996  pretax  profits  to  ^ 

million.  Net  asset  value,  including  the  free  C.ra 
Columbus  shares  distributed  to  shareholders.  ru.e  pe 
cent,  to  I22.9p  a share.  Earnings  from  continuing  ope  «■  ■ 

rose  7 per  cent,  to  2.94p  a share.  There  is  a final  dividend  of - 
l.ISp  a share,  making  a total  of  Up.  up  II  per  cent. 

Barclays  in  buyback 

BARCLAYS  BANK  yesterday  announced  that  it  had 
completed  the  first  part  of  its  share  repurchase  programme 
by  buxine  3.9  million  shares  at  a price  of  1090.*. p a *nare- 
Since  “unveiling  a 13  per  cent  increase  in  annual  pre-tax 
profits  to  £2.4  billion  on  February  26.  Barclay*  nas 
repurchased  2o  million  ordinary  shares  at  an  average  pnee  ol 
111255p.  paying  a total  of  £290  million.  Martm  Taylor,  chic, 
executive  of  the  bank,  has  said  up  to  £500  million  will  be 
returned  to  shareholders  during  the  next  12  months. 

Sterling  slows  McBride 

THE  STRENGTH  of  sterling  hit  first-half  sate  growth  at 
McBride.  Europe's  largest  manufacturer  of  own-labri 
household  products  and  toiletries,  the  company  revealed 
yesterday.  Translated  into  sterling,  sales  were  flat  in  the  six 
months  to  December  3L  At  constant  exchange  rates,  sales  of 
core  products  were  up  5.4  per  cenL  Pre-tax  profit  was  £13.2 
million  (£8  million}.  Earnings  per  share  were  5.7p  t3.7pj  and 
the  interim  dividend,  payable  on  May  19.  is  2o5p  (2.25pi. 

PowerGen  buyout 

FQWERGEN.  the  second  biggest  generator,  has  bought  out 
its  joint  partner  in  Kinetica,  the  gas  retailer.  In  an  £IS  million 
deal  PowerGen  takes  full  ownership  of  tlie  business  from 
Conoco  and  will  take  on  liabilities  for  expensive  take  or  pay 
contracts  up  to  £69  million.  The  liabilities  for  the  contracts 
will  be  split  equally  between  PowerGen  andConocu.  Kinetica 
is  one  of  the  largest  independent  gas  retailers  with  about  10 
per  cent  of  the  industrial  and  commercial  market. 

I Steel  Burrill  down  61% 

PRE-TAX  profit  ar  Steel  Bum'll  Jones,  the  insurance 
broker,  fell  6!  per  cent  to  £2L2  million  (E5.7  million*  in  19%. 
the  compart}  announced  yesterday.  It  said  conditions 
would  continue  to  be  "hostile"  this  year.  Turnover  at  the 
retail  arm  was  an  improved  £21.1  million  (£19.6  million), 
but  brokerage  and  fees  in  the  London  market  slipped  to 
EIS.S  million  (£23.3  million).  A proposed  final  dividend  of 
0.75p  will  be  paid  on  May  22.  making  a total  of  I5p  (42>p/. 

Microvitec  declines 

MICROVTTEC,  the  international  technology  group  with 
operations  in  Britain,  Germany  and  North  America,  suffered 
a decline  in  pre-tax  profits  to  £460,000  (£3.41  million). 
Although  sales  rose  to  E65L2  million  (E55.I  million),  profits 
were  adversely  affected  by  a reduction  in  prices  of  many 
components.  The  strong  pound  also  hit  export  markets. 
Earnings  were  OJZIp  a share  (3.14p).  The  final  dividend  is  held 
at  0.45p  a share,  malting  a total  of  0.875p(0.85p). 

Carclo  pays  £25.6m 

CARCLO  ENGINEERING  is  paying  E25.6  million  for  rhe 
technical  mouldings  division  of  EIS  Group,  which  is 
concentrating  on  making  equipment  for  the  oil.  gas  and 
aerospace  industries.  The  technical  mouldings  business 
founded  around  Davall  Moulded  Gears  and  Sifieck 
Mouldings,  serves  the  automotive,  electronics  and  office 
automation  markets.  It  expects  ro  report  a £3  million 
operating  profit  on  sales  of  £37  million. 

Therapeutic  spending 

THERAPEUTIC  ANTIBODIES,  the  drug  development 
company  whose  shares  have  fallen  by  a quarter  since  its 
flotation  in  London  last  July,  spent 
research  and  development  last  year.  50  per  cent  more 
than  in  1995.  Revenues  increased  26  per  cent  to  $744  non 
whtie  net  losses  deepened  to  $12.75  Slion  ($Q  , 

baaeS  in  Nashville,  firushed 
with  $225  million  in  cash  and  short-term  investments 

Keller  shows  strength 

PRE-TAX  profits  at  Keller  Group,  the  internarirm.i  4 
engineering  company,  rose  to  £12.5  mOlinn  (nrj?  Jninnf 
with  a strong  second-half  performance  off«serri«ii  Vu 
impact  of  severe  weather  in  Europe  in  thefinst  hMfT3^80 
was  / per  cent  higher  at  £235  million  Activity1; Jurnover 
slowed  but  there  is  continuing  growthl^Nonh^ ' °y 
The  3.9p  final  lifts  rhe  total  10  per  renttn  Sffin  « h 
earnings  that  rose  19  per  cent  to  I3.4p  a pa-vable  from 
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Chemicals  group  lifts  profit  to  £62.5m  in  difficult  environn^t 

Albright  eyes  emerging  markets 

Etv  M * on  w Harrow  he  mnct  ml  Ku  tlm  nrliin^n  — i 


By  Martin  Barrow 

ALBRIGHT  & WILSON,  the  UK  special- 
ity chemicals  company,  is  targeting 
emerging  markets  in  Latin  America, 
China  and  India  for  future  expansion. 

Expansion  into  geographic  areas  offer- 
ing higher  growth  rates  is  already  under 
way  with  investments  in  Mexico  and  in 
joint  ventures  in  the  Asia  Pacific  region. 
Robin  Paul,  chief  executive,  said:  “It  is  to 
these  markets  the  group  will  increasingly 
turn  to  to  generate  the  growth  in  revenues 
from  new  and  existing  products." 

The  company  said  it  had  also  made 
progress  in  its  efforts  to  enhance  competi- 
tiveness in  traditional  areas  of  operation, 
although  the  financial  benefit  was  likely  to 


Kb  T!®  share,  rase  2>jp  to 


be  masked  by  the  adverse  impact  of  the 

stronger  pound  in  1997.  ,47  ‘ *«  snares  rose 

Mr  Paul  said:  “The  immediate  chall-  Wcg  ^ugh  they  itIIiaiII 

enge  for  management  is  to  seek  ways  to  |Q%  hj?h  of  2071  *P  achieved  in 

mitigate  the  impact  of  the  currency  effect  X r^\C?mPanJ'  was  fluted  on  the 
to  ensure  cost  and  price  competitiveness  «« after  It22i 

is  maintained  in  the  UK  business." 

\ esterday  Albright  & Wilson  reported 
a rise  in  pre-tax  profits  to  E62.5  million 
from  £55  million,  which  the  company 
said  was  “a  satisfactoiy  result  in  an  envir- 
onment that  has  offered  little  assistance 
in  the  various  markets  in  which  the 
group  operates".  The  price  of  raw  mat- 
erials stabilised,  having  added  £40  mil- 
lion to  costs  in  1995. 

Earnings  were  13.9p  a share  (123p). 

The  total  dividend  is  6.9p  a share  (6.5p).' 
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Heavy  selling  of  second  liners 


TRADING  PERIOD;  Settlement  takes  place  five  business  days  after  the  day  of  trade.  Changes  are  calculated  on 
die  previous  day’s  dose,  but  adjustments  are  made  when  a stock  is  ex-dividend.  Changes,  yields  and 
price /earnings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 
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Kwik-Fit  up  to  speed  in  new  era  for  investor  relations 


P 

Ti 

1: 


Iverson:  changed 


True  lo  its  rallying  call  — “You  can’l 
gel  quicker  than  a Kwik-Fit  fitter”  — 
the  car  repair  company  yesterday 
delivered  both  its  results  and  annual 
report  yesterday,  only  20  days  after  its 
financial  year  end. 

Shareholders  of  other  companies  can 
Only  look  on  with  envy.  In  the  middle  of 
the  current  reporting  season,  more  inves- 
tors are  complaining  about  the  time  it 
takes  most  companies,  regardless  of  size 
and  diversify  of  operations,  to  publish 
their  accounts.  Most  are  now  reporting 
preliminary  results  for  calender  1996.  with 
annual  reports  unlikely  to  published  for 
several  more  weeks. 

Tom  Farmer,  founder  and  chief  execu- 
tive of  Kwik-Fit  claims  to  have  saved  the 
company  both  time  and  money  by  splitting 
the  hard-core  figures  and  Kwik-Fit  story 
into  separate  documents  — one  with 
pictures,  the  other  without.  Mr  Farmer 
says:  “The  biggest  problems  in  the  past 
have  been  delays  in  printing,  trying  to 


Morag  Preston  takes  a look  at  the  changing  face  of  the  annual  report 


incorporate  financial  information  into  a 
big  glossy  brochure.  But  do  you  really 
need  that  colour?  It  should  come  in  the 
results  themselves." 

On  the  basis  that  the  majority  of  the 
company's  shareholders  look  only  at  the 
balance  sheet,  the  chairman’s  statement 
and  the  operations  review,  he  claims  to 
have  saved  them  the  trauma  of  wading 
through  pages  of  incomprehensible  fig- 
ures. By  publishing  its  financial  results 
and  operations  review  separately.  Kwik- 
Fit  has  taken  39  days  off  the  time  it  took  to 
publish  last  year’s  report.  It  also  made 
considerable  savings;  last  year’s  report  cost 
around  £5.50  per  copy  to  produce,  com- 
pared with  today’s  financial  review  at  £1.80 
and  operations  review  at  £220. 

“We’re  in  a new  world  now."  says  Mr 
Farmer,  who  predicts  that  it  wont  bie  long 


before  the  arrival  of  the  quarterly  report 
“Because  trading  patterns  are  much  more 
erratic,  making  it  more  difficult  to  forecast 
these  days.  If  there  should  be  a problem, 
this  would  be  one  way  of  removing 
uncertainty  and  surprises.” 

No  stranger  to  surprises  is  NatWest  The 
banking  group  is  under  scrutiny  from 
shareholders  anxious  to  discover  the 
origins  of  a £90  trallion  black  hole  in  the 
interest  rate  options  trading  department 
Worse  stilt  the  “black  hole  discovery- 
landed  only  days  before  NatWest  unveiled 
its  annual  results.  Ironically.  NatWest  is  at 
the  forefront  of  (be  Plain  English  Cam- 
paign. crusading  to  make  its  documents 
not  only  pleasing  to  the  eye  but  easier  to 
understand. 

“A  lot  of  companies  spend  a lot  of  money 
sending  out  material  to  shareholders 


without  thinking  about  its  effectiveness,” 
says  Peter  Hammonds.  NatWest’s  com- 
pany secretary.  The  bank  has  saved  itself 
money,  he  says,  by  fine-tuning  communi- 
cation links  with  its  120.000  shareholders. 

Barclays  Bank  used  its  annual  report, 
published  this  week,  to  propose  the 
introduction  of  a new-long  term  incentive 
plan  for  around  60  key  BZW  executives; 
this  gives  shareholders  time  to  drew  over 
the  subject  before  the  bank’s  annual 
meeting  on  April  22  The  165-page  report 
also  laid  bare  what  its  directors  are  paid. 

Donald  Butcher,  president  of  the  UK. 
Shareholders  Association,  said:  “So  many 
companies  still  miss  the  overriding  objec- 
tive of  an  annual  report:  to  answer  why  I 
should  invest,  why  1 should  remain  as  an 
investor  and  what  they  have  done  to 
increase  shareholder  value?  Companies 


are  remarkably  slow  to  come  dean  on 
these  key  issues.”  Mr  Butcher  added: 
“Utility  companies  missed  the  opportunity 
during  privatisation  to  identify  with  small 
shareholders  as  customers,  and  prevent 
some  of  the  ill  feeling.” 

In  the  retail  sector,  where  shareholders 
are  customers,  the  Body  Shop  tries  to  inject 
some  humour  into  its  annual  report  After 
three  decades  of  campaigning  for  soda! 
change,  Anita  Roddick  wrote  in  the  1995 
report  under  the  heading  “Chairman's 
wife’s  statement”.  Printed  on  recycled 
paper,  the  report  has  evolved  dramatically 
to  indude  more  colour  and  off-diary 
company  news  since  the  beauty  emporium 
came  to  the  market  in  1984. 

Laura  Ashley’s  annual  report  underwent 
a dramatic  overhaul  when  Ann  Iverson 
took  the  helm  as  chief  executive.  The 
Texan  troubleshooter  completely  refash- 
ioned the  1996  annual  report  bringing  it  to 
life  with  a bold  floral  cover  ana  glossy 
photographs. 


Courtaulds  profit 
depleted  by  costs 
of  cutting  its  cloth 


RE-ORGANISATION  at 
Courtaulds  Textiles,  which 
last  week  announced  the  clo- 
sure of  two  factories  in  Not- 
tingham, is  ahead  of  plan  but 
paying  for  it  almost  wiped  out 
1996  profits,  the  company 
revealed  yesterday. 

Pre-tax  profits  in  the  year  to 
the  end  of  December  after 
exceptional  items  were 
£400.000  after  exceptional 
charges.  This  compares  with 
□65  million  pre-tax  profit  in 
1995. 

Exceptional  costs  of  01.7 
million  were  charged  for  1996, 
covering  cost  reductions,  in 
existing  businesses  and  shift- 
ing of  manufacturing  abroad. 
The  decline  In  underlying 


By  Sarah  Cunningham 

profit  to  £32.1  million  was 
mainly  a result  of  a fail  in 
earnings  in  American  lace 
and  stretch  fabrics.  Operating 
profits  in  lingerie  and  hosiery 
fell  £4  million  owing  to  poor 
trading  conditions  in  France. 

Eight  businesses  have  been 
sold  since  June,  while  the 
Nottingham  closures  will 
swell  the  number  of  jobs  lost 
by  340.  The  closures  will  end 
Courtaulds ’s  lace  production 
in  tiie  UK. 

Trading  across  the  group 
was  stronger  in  the  second 
half  of  last  year.  But  over  the 
year  as  a whole,  an  underlying 
profit  advance  of  31  per  cent  in 
the  UK  was  more  than  offset 
by  the  effects  of  tough  market 


Geest  reveals  £60m 
recipe  for  growth 


By  Sarah  Cunningham 


GEEST,  the  dulled  food 
company,  is  planning  to 
invest  about  £60  million  on 
growth  over  two  years. 

The  company,  which  sold 
its  banana  business  at  the 
beginning  of  last  year, 
wants  to  make  the  most  of 
consumer  reliance  on  con- 
sumer foods  “free  from  the 
distractions  of  the  banana 
industry”.  Organic  growth 
wfll  be  complemented  by 
acquisitions,  it  said. 

Geest  invested  £23  million 
last  year  and  made  a pre-tax 
profit  of  £17-3  million,  com- 
pared wjth  £10  million  a 


year  earlier.  The  sale  of  its 
banana  business  led  to  an 
exceptional  profit  of  £182 
million.  The  company  has 
already  bought  Vaco,  a Bel- 
gian manufacturer  of  chill- 
ed ready  meals,  although  it 
plans  to  proceed  with  cau- 
tion on  the  Continent  until  it 
has  assessed  potential 
demand. 

Earnings  rose  162p  (9.6p) 
a share  before  except iona  Is. 
Geest  will  pay  a final  divi- 
dend of  4.7p  (4.4p).  on  July  1. 
which  gives  a total  8.4p 
(8.1  p).  The  final  dividend  is 
payable  on  July  1. 
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conditions  in  rhe  US  and 
continental  Europe,  it  said. 

Safes  To  Marks  & Spencer, 
its  main  customer,  rose  S per 
cent,  to  £306  million,  and  there 
was  good  margin  recovery. 
Courtaulds  is  Marks  & Spen- 
cer's leading  supplier  of  linge- 
rie. while  also  supplying  the 
High  Streer  retailer  with  casu- 
al wear  and  furnishings. 

Colin  Dyer,  chief  executive, 
said;  “Our  immediate  objec- 
tive is  to  build  profit  towards 
1995  levels  as  the  firsr  impor- 
tant stage  towards  achieving 
our  targeted  17  percent  return 
on  average  capital  employed.” 

The  operational  goals  for 
this  year  are  to  complete  the 
reorganisation.  Trading  to 
date  has  continued  in  line  with 
the  second  half  of  Jasr  year. 
Restucturing  should  result  in 
annual  cost  savings  of  be- 
tween £10  million  and  £13 
million  by  199S. 

Earnings  per  share  were 
2I.6p  before  exceptional, 
compared  with  29 J. p a year 
ago.  The  company  is  main- 
taining its  final  dividend  at 
lO.lp,  giving  a constant  foil- 
year  payout  of  15.3p.  The 
final  dividend  is  payable  on 
May  16. 

Colin  Dyer  replaced  Noel 
Jervis  as  head  of  Courtaulds. 
Britain’s  second  biggest  tex- 
tiles company,  last  June.  In 
September,  he  announced  a 
restructuring  of  the  business 
that  he  said  would  cost  up  to 
£35  million. 

Yesterday,  he  said:  “The 
company's  decisive  actions 
produced  an  improved  result 
in  the  second  half,  with  pre- 
exceptional  profit  before  tax 
slightly  ahead  of  that  achieved 
in  the  previous  year.” 

Irish  Life 
shakes  off 
US  slump 

From  Eileen  McCabe 

IN  Dl'BIJN 

STRONG  second-half  sales  of 
Irish  Life's  new  range  of 
savings  and  investment  prod- 
ucts in  the  Republic  of  Ireland 
helped  to  offset  :i  sluggish 
performance  in  its  US  opera- 
tions. the  company  said  as  it 
revealed  a 3 per  cent  increase 
in  annual  pre-tax  profits  to 
lr£153  million. 

The  Republic's  largest  insur- 
ance company  said  the  new 
range  bnusted  sales  in  Ireland 
by  32  per  cent  to  lr£3b  million 
in  the  second  half,  giving  an 
annual  increase  of  11  per  cent 
However.  US  sales  fell  15  per 
cent  over  the  year,  largely 
because  of  rhe  downturn  in  the 
fixed  annuiiy  market.  Overall 
operating  profit  was  up  almost 
Q per  cent  to  lr£93  million. 

Irish  Life  is  currently  com- 
pleting a IrtlOCi  million  acqui- 
sition uf  Guarantee  Reserve,  an 
Illinois  life  insurance  com- 
pany. which  will  almost  double 
its  LIS  operations. 

The  final  dividend  of  8.5p 
makes  a tcnal  of  I2.05p.  up  9.5 
per  cent,  payable  on  May  23. 


ALAN  WELLEH 


QMH  executives  Andrew  Coppel,  left  Andrew  Le  Poidevin  and  Michael  Cairns  now  aim  to  improve  margins 


QMH  back 
in  the  black 
as  net 
debt  falls 

By  Alasdajr  Murray 

QUEENS  MOAT  HOUSES, 
the  debt-laden  hotel  group, 
returned  to  profit  last  year  and 
predicted  that  it  could  boost 
margins  significantly  in  1997. 

QMH  yesterday  reported 
full-year  profits,  excluding 
tax.  of  £4.6  million,  compared 
with  a loss  of  £25  million  in 
1995.  Operating  profit  from 
continuing  businesses  rose  25 
per  cent  to  £55  million. 

Net  borrowings  were  re- 
duced from  £1  billion  to  £842 
million  after  the  sale  or  a 
number  of  properties  last 
year.  Debt  has  been  reduced 
further  since  the  year  end 
with  the  sale  of  25  hotels  for 
E92  million.  The  company 
said  it  now  has  only  one  hotel 
on  the  market 

Profits  from  the  UK  hotels 
increased  11.7  percent  to  E33Jj 
million.  Like-for-like  occu- 
pancy rates  increased  2 per- 
centage points  to  712  per  cent 
while  average  room  rales 
increased  S.6  per  cent  to 
£48.02.  QMH  is  aiming  to 
develop  its  bar,  restaurant 
and  fitness  concepts  to  im- 
prove profit  margins. 

In  Germany  operating  prof- 
its quadrupled  to  £4.4  million 
after  improved  cost  controL 
But  occupany  rates  were  flat 
at  603  per  cent  while  room 
rates  fell  slightly. 

The  Dutch  hotels  increased 
profits  23  per  cent  to  £12.1 
million,  wjth  rises  in  both 
occupancy  levels  and  room 
rates.  Improved  cost  control 
also  helped  the  French  hotel 
portfolio  to  break  even,  com- 
pared with  a loss  of  £700,000 
in  1995.  although  occupancy 
and  rates  declined  again.  The 
Belgian  hotels  slipped  to  an 
operating  loss  of  £300,000 
from  a profit  of  £800,000  in 
the  previous  year. 

QMH  added  that  trading 
remained  strong  and  rates 
and  occupancy  were  improv- 
ing. Bui  the  company  said  the 
rise  «>f  sterling  and  post- 
election interest  rate  rises 
amid  have  a negative  impact 
on  profiLs. 


T&N  buys  Metal  Leve  for  $54m 


T&N.  the  UK  automotive 
components  company,  is  ac- 
quiring Metal  Leve  Inc,  an 
American  manufacturer  of 
articulated  pistons  for  diesel 
engines  used  mainly  in  heavy 
duty  trucks,  for  a total  of 
$54  million  (Martin  Barrow 
writes). 

The  company  is  paying  $46 


million  in  cash  and  assuming 
debts  of  $8  million. 

Metal  Leve  has  manufactur- 
ing facilities  in  South  Carolina 
and  a technical  centre  in 
Michigan.  It  is  currently 
owned  by  Metal  Leve  SA,  the 
Brazilian  bearing  and  piston 
manufacturer,  and  employs 
about  350  people. 


In  19%  the  business  report- 
ed profits  of  $4.1  million  before 
interest  and  tax  on  sales  of  $63 
million.  The  company’s  net 
assets  are  approximately  $33 
million. 

The  acquisition  is  subject  to 
approval  fry  the  Federal  Trade 
Commission,  which  is  expect- 
ed by  early  May. 


Purchases 
help  LAWS 
to  Ir£6m 

Good  contributions  from  ac- 
quisitions and  steady  trade  in 
all  divisions  boosted  interim 
pre-tax  profits  at  LAWS,  the 
Irish  agri-food  company,  by 
27  per  cent  to  Ir£6.1  million. 

Sales  in  the  six  months  to 
January  31  grew  10  per  cent  to 
lr£270  million.  The  group 
owns  the  Shamrock  Foods 
distribution  network  and  has 
fertiliser,  animal  feed  and  fish 
protein  operations  in  the  Re- 
public of  Ireland  and  the  UK. 

Earnings  per  share  in- 
creased 39  per  cent  to  3.89p. 
The  company  declared  an 
interim  dividend  of  15p.  pay- 
able on  June  23,  a rise  of  10  per 
cent 

Restaurant  deal 

Croupe  Chez  Gerard,  the 
London  restaurant  group,  has 
agreed  to  acquire  Grill  St 
Quentin  and  Brasserie  St 
Quentin,  two  Knightsbridge 
restaurants,  for  £2  million.  In 
1996  the  restaurants  earned 
pre-tax  profits  of  £400,000  on 
turnover  of  £2.6  million.  Net 
assets  were  £600,000  at  De- 
cember 31. 

Gardens  grow 

Country  Gardens,  the  garden 
centre  group  with  32  outlets  in 
the  South  East,  reported  a rise 
in  1996  pre-tax  profits  to  £227 
million,  from  £120  million,  on 
turnover  that  rose  to  £34.7 
million  (£235  million).  Earn- 
ings were  10.7p  a share  (5p). 
The  dividend  is  1.60p  (I38p). 


Suitors  queuing  up  for 
Sulzer  Medica  flotation 


SULZER.  the  Swiss  engineer- 
ing multinational,  has  been 
bombarded  with  propositions 
for  Takeovers,  acquisitions, 
mergers  and  joint  ventures 
since  it  announced  rhat  its 
medical  division  is  to  be 
quoted  separately  in  New 
York  and  Switzerland. 

Fritz  Farhrti.  chief  executive, 
said  Suiter  had  received  about 
two  approaches  a week.  The 
group  will  float  a quarter  of 


Sulrer  Medica,  which  makes 
heart  pacemakers,  hip  joints 
and  oilier  surgical  products. 
Its  sales  grew'  Jl  per  cent  to 
SFrt.li>  billion  (£500  million) 
in  |99n.  hut  profits  were  hit  by 
net  one-off  charges  of  SFr73 
million. 

Coupled  with  heavy  restruc- 
turing o this  cut  the  group’s 
net  profit  hy  1 1 per  cent  to  SFr82 
million  It  forecasts  substantial 
improvement  this  year. 


EXCLUSIVE  TIMES  TRAVEL  OFFER 


French  Chateau  Breaks 
Two  nights  from  only  £69 


runes  readers  two-night  weekend  or 
breaks  in  Fiance  at  a choice  of  eight  specially 
selected  chateaux,  plus  a return  Dover-Cafeus  channel  crossing 
with  Stena  Line,  from  oily  £69  per  person. 

Each  chateau  featured  is  within  a suitable  driving  distance 
from  Calais,  and  aO  have  their  own  distinctive  traditional  style  and 
beautiful  grounds.  Prices  are  based  on  four  adults  and  a car.  Add 
an  extra  £10  pa-  person  if  only  two  adults  travel  Tb  attend  your 
break,  you  can  book  up  to  an  extra  twonighls  accommodation. 
Travel  anytime  from  27  March  until  K)  July,  1997. 

Chateau  des  Tonrefles  2*.  LtWast 

Friendly,  welcome  atmosphere  and  superb  gastronomic 
restauranL  EWpp  (BB)  - extra  night  £30pp. 

Chateau  Cocove  3*.  RttqnessnpHem 
18th  century  chateau  approx.  15  min.  drive  from  Calais.  Overlooks 
peaceful  park  and  has  a wine  shop  in  the  Chateau  cellars-  E78pp 
(RO)  - extra  night  £30pp. 

OtHM  ii  de  la  Motte  Fendon  3*  Cambrai 

19th  century  chateau  rimatari  in  8 acres  of  wooded  park,  near  foe 

historic  town  of  CambraL  £78pp(RO)-  extra  night  £29pp. 

la  Tour  dtt  Roy  3*.  Vcrvins  en  Thkrarfac 

Former  manor  house  which  has  welcomed  some  very  famous 

guests  from  Henry  IV  to  Francois  Mitterand.  ESOpp  (RO)  -extra 

night  GOpp. 

Chateau  de  la  feedrate  Hosteflerie  des  Trois  Mousquetaries 
AirKur4a4ys 

Comfortable  19th  century  chateau  set  in  a wooded  park  with  lake 
and  gardens.  £9^(R0}-extranighr  DOpp 
Chateau  Hesdm-L’Abbe  Hotel  Qety  3*.  Hesdin-L'Afabe 
18th  century  chateau  situated  amongst  rolling  Boukxmais  hois. 
£94pp  (BB)  - extra  night  B7pp, 


Chateau  TBqocs  3*.  TBqocs 

19th  century  chateau  set  in  extensive  grounds.  £98pp  (BB)  - extra 
night  £39pp. 

la  Chartreuse  Du  VaJ  St  Esprit  4*.  Gosnay 

Former  monastery  in  quiet  paridands.  dose  to  foe  village  cf 

Gosnay.  Q04pp  (RO)  - extra  night  £4Spp. 

SEND  COUPON  TO. 

THE  TIMES  CHATEAU  BREAKS, 
EURODRIVE,  IMAGE  HOUSE, 
STATION  ROAD,  LONDON,  N17  9LR. 
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ABTA  V473X.  Offer  subject  to  availability. 

This  offer  is  operated  by  EuroDrive  Holidays, 
a company  independent  of  Times  Newspapers  Limited. 


FOR  FURTHER  DETAILS  PLEASE  CALL  EURODRIVE  HOLIDAYS  ON  0181-324  4000 
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Law  Report  March  21 1997 


THE  TIMES  FRJDAYMARCHjnW 

Court  of  Appeal 


House  of  Lords 

Cost  relevant  in  assessing  needs  of  sick 


Regina  v GfoiiceslCTSiiire 
County  Council  and  Another, 
Ex  parte  Barry 
Same  v Same  ' 

Before  lord  Lloyd  of  Berwick, 
lord  NichoUs  of  Birkenhead.  Lord 
Steyr,  Lord  Hoffmann  and  Inrd 
Clyde 

[Speeches  Man*  2D| 

The  cost  of  the  arrangements  and 
its  resources  were  a proper  consid- 
eration fora  local  authority  to  lake 
into  account  in  assessing,  under 
section  2(1)  of  the  Chronically  Sick 
and  Disabled  Persons  Act  1970. 
whether  a person  had  a need  and 
whether  it  was  necessary  to  make 
arrangements  to  meet  it. 

The  House  of  Lords  allowed  by  a 

majority  (lord  Lloyd  and  Lord 
Steyn  dissenting)  an  appeal  by 
Gloucestershire  County  Council 
from  the  Court  of  Appeal  (The 
Times  July  12. 1966;  119%!  4 All  ER 
421)  who  by  a majority  (lord 
Justice  Swinton  Thomas  and  Sir 
John  Bakombe.  lord  Justice  Hirst 
dissenting)  had  allowed  an  appeal 
by  Mr  Michael  Barry  against  parr 
of  a decision  of  the  Queen's  Bench 
Divisional  Court  (Lord  Justice 
McCowan  and  Mr  Justice  Waller) 
f The  Times  June  21.  1*W5:  (1995)  30 
B MLR  20]  granting  judicial  review 
of  decisions  of  the  council  to 
withdraw  services  under  section  2 
from  Mr  Barry  but  refusing  his 
application  for  an  additional 
declaration  that  the  council  had 
not  been  entitled  to  take  account  of 
the  resources  available  to  them. 

Section  2(1)  of  the  1970  Act.  as 
amended  by  section  14{U  of  and 
paragraph  12  of  Schedule  2 to  the 
Local  Authority  Social  Services  Act 
1970.  section  272(1)  of  and  Schedule 
JO  to  the  Local  Government  Act 
1972  and  section  66  of  and  para- 


graph 12  of  Schedule  9 and 
Schedule  10  to  the  National  Health 
Service  and  Community  Care  Act 
1990)  provides:  . 

“Where  a local  authority  having 
functions  under  section  2J  of  die 
National  Assistance  Act  1948  are 
satisfied  in  the  case  of  any  perron 
to  whom  that  section  applies  who 
is  ordinarily  resident  in  their  area 

that  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  meet 

the  reeds  of  that  person  for  that 
authority  to  make  arrangements 
for  all  or  any  of  the  following 
matters  [(a)  to  (h)|.  then ...  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  that  authority  to 
make  those  arrangements. . ." 

Mr  Patrick  Ecdes,  QC  and  Mr 
Christopher  Frazer  for  the  council: 
Mr  Nigel  Pfeming.  QC  and  Mr 
Steven  Kovals  for  the  Secretary  of 
Stale  for  Health:  Mr  Richard 
Gordon.  QC,  Mr  Alan  Madean 
and  Mr  Stephen  Cragg  tor  Mr 

Barry. 

LORD  LLOYD,  dissenting,  said 
that  Mr  Barry  was  coming  up  tor 
his  eighty  second  birthday.  In  1992 
he  had  been  in  hospital  after  a 
slight  stroke.  He  had  also  had 
several  heart  attacks  and  could  not 
see  well  He  lived  alone,  although 
two  friends  called  from  time  to 
time  to  do  things  for  him.  He  got 
around  with  a walking  frame, 
having  fractured  his  hip  some 
years  ago. 

In  September  1992  his  needs  had 
been  assessed  by  the  council  as 
"Home  care  to  call  twice  a week  for 
shopping,  pension,  laundry,  clean- 
ing. Meals  on  wheels  four  days  a 
week."  The  council  had  arranged 
to  provide  those  services.  tn  Au- 
gust 1993.  after  a routine  visit,  his 
needs  had  been  assessed  as  the 
same. 

Then  on  September  29,  1994  he 
had  had  a letter  from  the  council 


regrating  that  they  would  no 
longer  be  able  to  provide  him  with 
his  full  needs  as  assessed.  Clean- 
ing and  laundry  services  would  be 
withdrawn. 

The  reason  given  was  that  the 
money  allocated  to  the  council  by 
centra!  government  had  been  re- 
duced by  £25  million  and  there 
was  “nowhere  near  enough  to  meet 
demand".  The  letter  had  been 
sympathetic  in  tone. 

Mr  Barry,  with  others,  had 
brought  proceedings  for  judicial 
review.  His  case  was  that  his  needs 
were  the  same  as  they  had  always 
been.  Parliament  had  imposed  a 
duty  on  the  council  to  do  what  was 
necessary  to  meet  them  and  it  was 
no  answer  that  they  were  short  of 
money.  The  aninriPs  case  was  that 
in  assessing  his  needs  they  were 
entitled  to  have  regard  to  their 
overall  financial  resources. 

How.  his  Lordship  asked,  could 
resources  help  to  measure  the 
need?  It  could  not  have  been 
Parliament*  intention  that  a local 
authority  should  be  able  to  say: 
"because  we  do  not  have  enough 
resources,  we  are  going  to  reduce 
your  needs".  The  needs  remained 
exactly  the  same.  They  could  not  be 
affected  by  the  authority*  inability 
to  meet  them. 

Every  child  needed  a new  pair  of 
shoes  from  time  to  time.  The  need 
was  not  the  less  because  his 
parents  could  not  afford  them.  Nor 
could  Parliament  have  intended 
that  there  should  be  different 
standards  for  measuring  the  needs 
or  the  disabled  in  Bermondsey  and 
in  Belgrave  Square. 

His  Lordship  had  read  the 
evidence  relating  to  the  councils 
resources  with  something 
approaching  despair.  By  their 
Lordships'  majority  decision  the 


council  had  escaped  from  the 
impassible  position  in  which  they 
and  other  authorities  had  been 
ptec-H,  but  he  could  not  help 
wondering  whether  they  wou  Id  not 
be  regretting  the  decision  as  much 
as  Mr  Barry. 

The  solution  Jay  with  the  govern- 
ment The  passing  erf  the  1970  Ad 
had  been  a noble  aspiration. 
Having  willed  the  end.  Parliament 
must  he  asked  to  provide  the 
means. 

LORD  NICHOLES  said  that  at 
first  sight  Mr  Barry's  contentions 
were  compelling,  but  his  argument 
to  the  effect  that  his  needs  had  not 
changed  was  flawed  by  a failure  to 
recognise  that  needs  for  services 
could  not  sensibly  be  assessed 
without  having  some  regard  lo  the 
cost  of  providing  them. 

In  deciding  whether  the  disabil- 
ity of  a particular  person  dictated  a 
need  for  assistance,  and  at  whar 
level  sane  criteria  had  to  be  used. 
One  important  (actor  was  what 
constituted  an  acceptable  standard 
of  living.  That  standard  was  to  be 
set  by  the  local  authority,  acting  by 
its  soda!  services  committee. 

The  cost  would  be  balanced 
against  the  benefit  and  the  need  for 
iL  In  deciding  how  much  weight 
was  to  be  given  to  cost  some 
evaluation  or  assumption  had  to 
be  made  about  the  impact  that  it 
would  have  on  the  authority. 

It  was  of  more  or  less  signifi- 
cance depending  on  whether  the 
authority  currently  had  more  or 
less  money.  Thus,  depending  on  its 
financial  position,  the  eligibility 
criteria,  setting  out  the  degree  of 
disability  that  had  to  exist  before 
help  would  be  provided  with 
laundry,  cleaning  or  whatever, 
might  properly  be  more  or  less 
stringent 


His  Lordship  could  see  no  basis 
for  reading  into  section  2 of  the 
1970  Act  an  implication  that  in 
assessing  needs  cost  was  to  be 
ignored.  He  did  not  believe  Par- 
li  ament  had  intended  that  to  be  the 
position. 

Lord  Steyn  agreed  whh  Lord 
Lfoyd- 

Lord  Hoffmann  agreed  whh 
Lord  Nicholls  and  Lord  Clyde. 

LORD  CLYDE  said  that  "nec- 
essary" and  "needs’  were  relative 
expressions,  admitting  a consid- 
erable range  of  meaning.  They 
were  not  defined  in  the  Act  and 
dictionary  definitions  did  not  help. 

In  deriding  whether  there  was  a 
necessity  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
individual  some  criteria  had  to  be 
provided.  In  the  framing  of  those 
criteria  the  severity  of  a condition 
might  have  to  be  matched  against 
the  availability  of  resources. 

Such  an  exercise  accorded  with 
everyday  domestic  experience  in 
relation  to  things  that  one  did  not 
have.  If  one's  resources  were 
limited  one  had  to  need  a thing 
very  much  before  being  satisfied 
that  it  was  necessary  to  buy  it. 

It  might  also  be  observed  that 
the  range  of  the  facilities  listed  in 
paragraphs  (a)  to  (fa)  of  section  2(11 
of  the  1970  Act  was  so  extensive  as 
to  make  it  unlikely  that  Parliament 
had  intended  that  they  might  all  be 
provided  regardless  of  the  cost 

ft  was  not  necessary  lo  hold  that 
cost  and  resources  were  always  an 
dement  in  determining  the  neces- 
sity. It  was  enough  for  present 
purposes  to  recognise  that  the}' 
might  be  a proper  consideration. 

Solicitors:  Mr  Robert 

Wotherspoon.  Gloucester;  Solid- 
tor.  Department  of  Health;  Ms 
Karen  Ashton. 


Subjective  test  for  dating 
knowledge  of  injury 


Bureau  must  be  served  with  evidence  of  proceedings 


Cambridge  v CaBaghan  and 
Another 

Before  Lord  Justice  Kennedy,  lin'd 
Justice  MiUctt  and  Mr  Justice 
Mance 

[Judgment  March  ll| 

In  order  to  ensure  the  Motor 
Insurers’  Bureau  met  the  liability 
of  uninsured  drivers  it  was  a 
mandatory  requirement  that  it  be 
served  with  official  evidence  of 
instigation  of  proceedings  either 
by  way  of  a copy  of  the  stamped 
writ  or  by  a copy  of  the  notice  of 
issue  of  default  summons. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  slated 
when  allowing  a cross-appeal  by 
Michael  Cambridge  on  appeal  by 
the  Motor  Insurers'  Bureau 
against  an  order  of  Judge 
Town  end  at  Blackpool  County 
Court  on  July  19. 1996. 

The  judge  had  allowed  Mr 
Cambridge's  appeal  from  a district 
judge's  derision  that  the  condition 
precedent  of  liability  on  the  part  of 
M1B  to  satisfy  judgment  obtained 
against  an  uninsured  driver  was 
not  met. 

Mr  Cambridge  had  been  injured 
in  a motor  accident  allegedly  due 
to  the  negligence  of  Peter  Calla- 


ghan, an  uninsured  driver  un- 
traced at  the  issue  of  proceedings. 
MLB  was  joined  as  second  defen- 
dant and  disputed  that  it  had  been 
given  notice  m the  form  prescribed 
by  clause  5 of  the  agreement  by 
which  it  agreed  to  meet  the  liability 
□f  uninsured  drivers. 

Mr  Cambridge's  solicitor  had 
sent  a letter  to  M1B  notifying  the 
bringing  of  proceedings  and 
endasrng  a notice  of  issue  of  a 
default  summons. 

Clause  5 of  die  Motor  Insurers’ 
Bureau  (Compensation  of  Victims 
of  Uninsured  Drivers)  Agreement 
of  December  21. 19SS  issued  by  the 
Department  of  Transport 
provides: 

“(1)  MIB  shall  not  incur  any 
liability  under  Clause  2...  unless 

— (a)  notice  in  writing  of  the 
bringing  of  proceedings  is  green 
within  'seven  days  after  the 
commencement  of  the  prweedings 

— (i)  to  MIB  ...  or  (ii)  to  the 
insurer.  Such  notice  shall  be 
accompanied  by  a copy  of  the  writ, 
summons  or  other  document  initi- 
ating the  proceedings. . ." 

Mr  Dermod  O'Brien.  QC  and 
Mr  James  McKeon  for  MIB:  Mr 
David  Stockdale.  QC  and  Mr 


Seamus  Andrews  for  Mr 
Cambridge. 

LORD  JUSTICE  MILLET  said 
that  two  points  arose  on  the  cross 
appeal:  First  whether  an  the 
proper  construction  of  clause  5(1). 
the  sentence:  "Such  notice  ... 
proceedings"  was  a discrete 
requirement  or  part  of  the  con- 
dition precedent. 

His  Lordship  was  satisfied  that 
it  was  part  of  the  condition 
precedent;  it  formed  pan  of  the 
grammatical  sense  of  the  whole  of 
dause  5(1).  If  not  complied  with, 
the  condition  precedent  was  not 
satisfied. 

The  second  issue  concerned 
whether  the  word  “shall"  was 
mandatory  and  whether  notice  of 
issue  of  default  summons,  as  in  the 
present  case,  was  sufficient  to 
comply. 

His  Lordship  agreed  that  “shall" 
was  mandatory  and  that  in  itself  a 
notice  of  issue  of  default  summons 
was  not  an  initiating  process. 

The  requirements  of  the  con- 
dition that  "notice  must  be 
accompanied. . therefore  meant 
it  had  to  be  read  in  the  light  of  its 
evident  purpose  and  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  rules  of  the  court.  The 


manifest  purpose  was  to  provide 
the  MIB  not  only  with  notice,  but 
also  with  official  proof  including 
the  date  issued  and  the  issuing 
court.  Therefore  a copy  of  an 
unstamped  writ  or  notice  of  issue 
would  not  suffice. 

In  the  High  Court,  proceedings 
were  initiated  when  a writ  was 
issued  by  the  court  officer  stamp- 
ing it  and  returning  n to  the 
plaintiff's  solicitor.  A copy  of  that 
document  should  be  sent  to  die 
MIB. 

In  the  county  court  there  were 
two  procedures: 

One  similar  to  the  High  Court 
procedure  was  where  the  plaintiffs 
solicitor  prepared  and  filed  a 
summons  and  an  order  was  en- 
tered in  the  court  record  by  an 
officer  who  then  returned  the 
original  to  the  plaintiffs  solicitor. 
The  solicitor  would  then  be  m 
possession  of  a stamped  copy. 

The  second  procedure  was  ear- 
lier and  designed  probably  for 
litigants  in  person,  which  left 
service  to  be  instigated  by  the  court 
officer.  The  plaintiff  filed  a request 
for  issue  of  default  summons 
which  the  court  officer  issued.  The 
officer  then  delivered  notice  of 


issue  to  the  plaintiff  or  his  solicitor. 
In  that  situation,  it  was  important 
to  note,  that  the  plaintiffs  solicitor 
might  hate  no  copy  of  a stamped 
summons  in  his  possession. 

How  then  was  dause  5(11  to  be 
construed  where  the  plaintiff  had 
adopted  that  second  original  form 
of  procedure? 

The  condition  required  MIB  to 
be  served  with  official  evidence  of 
instigation  of  proceedings,  other 
by  way  of  a copy  of  the' stamped 
writ  or  by  a copy  of  the  notice  of 
issue  of  default  summons.  It  was 
absurd  to  require  a copy  of  a 
stamped  summons  rather  than 
evidence  of  its  issue. 

Thus  his  U*rdship  agreed  that 
the  requirement  was  mandatory, 
but  his  Lordship  did  not  think  that 
supply  of  an  officially  stamped 
writ  was  essential. 

Either  a ropy  of  a stamped  writ 
oro/ndal  evidence  that  it  had  been 
issued  was  required.  Thus  in  the 
present  case  the  plaintiffs  solic- 
itor's letter  did  comply  and  the 
cross-appeal  would  be  allowed. 

Lord  Justice  Kennedy  and  Mr 
Justice  Mance  agreed. 

Solicitors:  Weightmans. 

Liverpool;  Blacfchursts.  Blackpool 


Spargo  v North  Essex  Dis- 
trict Heafth  Authority 
Before  Lad  Justice  Nourse,  Lord 
Justice  Brooke  and  Lord  Justice 
Waller 

{Judgment  March' 13] 
lb  establish  the  date  of  a plaintiffs 
knowledge  as  to  die  causation  of 
Ids  injury  for  die  purposes  of  the 
Limitation.  Act  1960.  a subjective 
test  was  to  be  applied:  what  the 
plaintiff  himsdf  knew  and  not 
what  would  have  been  die  reason- 
able layman's  state  of  mind  in  die 
absence  trf  expert  confirmation. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held  in 
reserved  judgments  allowing  an 
appeal  by  the  defendant  North 
Essex  District  Health  Authority, 
from  the  judgment  on  the  trial  of  a 

preliminary'  is sue  whereby  Mr 

Justice  Coffins  had  declared  that 
the  daim  of  the  plaintiff.  Jose  Ann 
Spargo.  for  damages  for  injury 
caused  as  a result  of  mistaken 
medical  diagnosis  was  not  statute 
barred  by  sections  11  and  14  erf  the 
NSOAcl 

Mr  Terence  Coghlan.  QC.  for 
the  health  authority:  Mr  Simeon 
Maskrey.  QC  and  Mr  Andrew 
Buchan  for  the  plaintiff. 

LORD  JUSTICE  BROOKE  said 
that  the  plaintiff,  now  aged  67. 
complained  that  a negligent  di- 
agnosis made  22  years  ago  had  led 
to  her  being  detained  in  a psychi- 
atric hospital  from  1975  until  1981, 
much  longer  than  was  necessary, 
and  had  had  a catastrophic  effect 
on  her  life. 

In  April  1975.  having  been  found 
wondering  about  in  her  nightdress 
in  an  emaciated  state,  she  had  been 
compulsorily  admitted  to  hospital 
The  consultant  psychiatrist  had 
diagnosed  the  plaintiff  as  suffering 
from  selective  hrain  damage 
resulting  from  excessive  purging 
and  dieting.  It  was  now  common 
ground  that  that  diagnosis  was 
mistaken. 

The  writ  in  the  action  was  issued 
in  1993. 12 years  after  the  plaintiff's 
release  from  haspitaL  Her  charge 
of  professional  negligence  was 
based  on  failure,  once  the  diagno- 
sis was  made,  to  refer  ber  to  a 
neurologist  for  further  investiga- 
tions including  2 brain  scan. 

The  judge  found  that  the  plain- 
tiff did  not  have  the  requisite 


knowledge  far  the  purposes  of 
section  11(4)  of  the  I9S0  Act  rami  a 
Hun-  not  more  than  xhw  y*®15 
bdore  she  issued  her  writ  so  that 
her  action  was  not  statute  barred. 

Section  14(1}  provided  that  ref- 
erences to  a person's  date  of 
knowledge -were  "references  to  tne 
dale  on  which  he  first  had  know- 
ledge of  die  following  teas  — (a) 
that  the  injury  in  question  was 
significant;  and  (b)  that  ihe  injury 
was  attributable  in  whole  or  in 
part  to  the  act  or  omission  which  is 
alleged  to  constitute  negligence. . .” 

In  I98&  the  plaintiff  had  first 
consulted  solicitors  with  a view  to 
making  a daim.  not  knowing 
whether  she  had  a case  or  not.  But 
clearly  in  her  mind  at  that  time  ail 
her  suffering  was  attrilviable  to 
the  mistaken  diagnosis  of  organic 
brain  damage. 

But  the  judge  hdd  that  for 
section  14(1)  purposes  five  plaintiff 
did  not  have  actual  knowledge  that 
her  sufferings  were  attributable  to 
the  misdiagnosis  until  1991  when 
she  received  for  the  first  time 
positive  expert  psychiatric 
evidence. 

Although  there  was  no  question 
in  the  plaintiffs  own  mind  that  her 
sufferings  were  attributable  to  the 
misdiagnosis,  the  judge  had.  found 
that  she  did  not  have  the  requisite 
knowledge  until  1991. 

The  judge  went  on  to  hold  that 
she  could  not  be  fixed  with 
constructive  knowledge  for  section. 
14(3)  purposes  because  she  had 
taken  all  reasonable  steps  to  obtain 
expert  advice  and  should  not  be 
prejudiced  bv  the  long  time  taken 
by  her  solicitor  in  obtaining  it. 

On  the  face  of  it,  therefore,  the 
plaintiff  knew  in  I9S6  of  her  injury 
and  of  the  causally  relevant  omis- 
sion said  to  constitute  negligence 
and  of  the  possible  connection 
between  the  two.  Why  then  did  the 
judge  find  that  shedid  not  have  the 
requisite  knondedge  for  the -pur- 
poses erf  section  14(0(147 
. He  appeared  to  have,  been 
influenced  in  his  approach  fay 
Sash  v Eli  Lilfy&Co  Q1993)  1 WLR 
7S2.  7956)  where.  Lord  .Justice 
Purchas  had  endeavoured  to  ex- 
plain the  state  of  mind  that  had  to 
be  attributed  to  a plaintiff  before 
he  could  be  fixed  with  knowledge. 

Lord  Justice  Purchas  had  con- 


, . thp  person  who  drought  Ins 
^^J^pable  of  bring 
con<^1n  ”\  ^ or-CTnivsk?! 

S^d^TOnstirole  negKp«*j 

K “wfeaf  to.  tot  btof 

should  he  confirmed  ^ 

^ belief  vhs  of  ^feto.  cer- 

SyTojuSdh»b.aimn?«h™ 

.belief  is 
a„d  the  Ihmlatt on  per- 
iod would  begin  to  run  . 
n*  judge  had 

much  tougher  ns.  of ^ proof  of 
causation  for  die  much  less  a* 
orous  test  of  anributabiluy.  in  the 

^thatthcidenufieduijij^as 

capable  of  being  attnbuied  to  the 
identified  omission. 

The  test  was  a one; 

what  did  the  ptamnff 
know?  It  was  not  an  objective  lest, 
what  would  have  been  the  reason- 
able layman's  slate  of  mind  in  the 
absence  of  expert  confirmation. 

Nash  was  concerned  with  IS 
plaintiffs  who  had  claimed  a 
causal  connection  between  then 
having  taken  Opren  and  then 
experiencing  the  unpleasant  symp- 
toms  from  which  they  suffered. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  was  at 
pains  to  sav  that  the  person  who 
thought  that  her  condition  wav 
capable  erf  being  attributed  to  the 
drugs  she  had  taken  but  realised 
that  her  belief  should  be  confirmed 
by  a doctor  did  not  haw  the 
requisite  knowledge. 

But  that  was  a long  w ay  from  the 
present  case  where  the  judge  found 
thai  the  plaintiff  was  clear  in  her 
mind  that  the  connection  was  there 
between  the  misdiagnosis  and 
what  she  had  suffered  when  she 
came  to  her  solicitor  for  advice. 

In  such  a ease  it  was  not 
necessary,  nor  required  by  the 
statute,  for  a court  to  embark  on  a 
further  inquiry  as  to  whether  a 
rational  lay  person  would  have 
been  willing  to  say  that  she  knew 
that  there  was  a possible  causal 
connection  between  her  suffering 
and  die  omission  she  had  identi- 
fied without  first  going  to  a doctor 
to  seek  confirmation. 

Lord  Justice  Nourse  and  Lord 
Justice  Waller  agreed. 

Solicitors:  Le  Brassenr  J.  Tickle: 
Gadsby  Wicks.  Chelmsford. 


Plaintiff  can  apply  to  set  aside 
default  judgment 


Power  to  order  detention  of  child  for  treatment 


In  re  C (a  Minor)  (Medical 
treatment:  Coart's 

jurisdiction) 

Before  Mr  Justice  Wall 
(Judgment  March  5| 

A clinic  whose  primary  purpose 
was  to  provide  treatment  for  eating 
disorders  was  not  “secure  accom- 
modation" within  the  meaning  of 
section  25  of  the  Quid  re  n Act  1989; 
accordingly  that  section,  which 
regulated  die  placement  and  reten- 
tion of  minors  in  secure  accom- 
modation. did  not  operate  to  fetter 
the  court's  inherent  jurisdiction  to 
make  orders  in  a child's  best 
interests,  and  therefore  the  court 
had  fwwer  to  direct  that  the  child 
should  be  detained  as  an  in-patient 
at  the  clinic  for  the  purposes  of 
medical  treatment,  using  reason- 
able force  if  necessary. 

Mr  Justice  Wall  so  held  in  the 
Family  Division  in  a reserved 


judgment  handed  down  in  cham- 
bers and  reported  with  leave  of  the 
judge  when  granting  an  applica- 
tion by  the  local  authority  for  an 
order  made  pursuant  to  the  High 
Court's  inherent  jurisdiction  to 
detain  a child  aged  15  in  a dink  so 
that  the  child  could  be  treated  for 
an  eating  disorder. 

Miss  Alison  Ball,  QC  for  the 
local  authority;  Mr  Rod  eric  Wood. 
QC.  for  the  child;  Mr  David  G.  P. 
Turner  for  the  parents;  Mr  James 
Munby,  QC,  as  amicus  curiae. 

MR  JUSTICE  WALL  said  that 
the  child  was  suffering  from 
anorexia  nervosa  and  had  a hist- 
ory of  absconding  from  the  dinic. 
The  local  authority  did  nor  wish  Co 
apply  for  a care  order  for  good 
reasons. 

Even  though  (he  child  main- 
tained she  was  in  agreement  with 
the  treatment  she  was  receiving 


and  that  there  was  no  need  for  an 
order,  the  dink  was  now  only 
prepared  to  accept  her  bade  under 
either  a care  order  or  as  a ward  of 
court 

The  question  was  whether  the 
court,  exercising  its  inherent  juris- 
diction. had  the  power  to  detain  a 
child  aged  16  in  a specified 
institution  for  the  purposes  of 
medical  treatment 

In  In  re  W [a  Minot)  (Medical 
treatment:  Court’s  jurisdiction) 
ff!993J  Fam  64)  was  Court  of 
Appeal  authority  for  the  propo- 
sition that  the  court’s  powers 
under  its  parens  patriae  jurisdic- 
tion  were  theoretically  limitless 
and  extended  to  authorising  doc- 
tors to  treat  a minor  in  accordance 
with  their  clinical  judgment 

Furthermore,  two  recent  cases, 
Norfolk  and  Norwich  Healthcare 
(NHS)  Trust  vWQ19%|  2 FLR  613) 


and  Rochdale  Healthcare  ( NHS) 
Trust  v C 01997]  I FCR  274J  had 
confirmed  that  the  court  had 
power  at  common  law  to  authorise 
the  use  of  reasonable  force  if 
necessary. 

On  the  evidence,  residence  in  the 
clinic  was  an  essential  component 
of  her  treatment.  The  child's 
welfare  was  paramount  and  it  was 
dearly  in  her  best  interests  to  be 
treated. 

Accordingly,  the  court  had  the 
power  to  direct  that  the  clinic 
should  detain  her  as  an  in-patient, 
using  reasonable  force  if  nec- 
essary. until  she  was  discharged 
by  her  doctors  or  the  court  ordered 
otherwise. 

If,  however,  it  could  be  shown 
that  the  diruc  was  secure  accom- 
modation within  the  meaning  of 
section  25  of  the  Children  Act  1989 
the  court's  inherent  jurisdiction 


would  be  ousted. 

It  was  well  established  that 
premises  not  designed  as  secure 
accommodation  could  become  so 
by  virtue  of  the  use  lo  which  they 
were  pul  but.  as  the  dinic's 
primary  purpose  was  the  treat- 
ment of  the  sick,  it  was  not 
"accommodation  provided  for  the 
purpose  of  restricting  liberty"  and 
section  25  did  not  operate. 

Even  so.  careful  attention  should 
be  paid  to  the  section  25  criteria  so 
that  rights  and  safeguards  given  to 
a child  under  that  section  were 
made  available  in  the  order  and  it 
was  plainly  right  that  any  such 
order  should  be  of  limited  duration 
and  subject  to  early  review. 

Solicitors:  Mr  Christopher 
Hinde,  Hackney;  Bindman  & Part- 
ners; Goodman  Ray;  Official 
Solid  lor. 


O'Neill  v O’Brien  and 
Another 

Before  Lord  Woolf.  Master  of  the 
Rolls.  Lord  Justice  Simon  Brown 
and  lord  Justice  Schismann 
(Judgment  March 
A plaintiff  could  apply  under 
Order  37.  rule  4 of  the  County 
Court  Rules  19Si  to  Set  aside  a 
judgment  obtained  in  default 
against  a defendam. 

Tne  Court  of  Appeal  so  held  in 
dismissing  an  appeal  by  the  sec- 
ond defendant,  the  Motor  Insur- 
ers' Bureau,  against  the  decision  of 
Judge  Bernstein  at  Birkenhead 
County  Court  on  April  50. 1996  to 
uphold  site  setting  aside  by  a 
district  judge  of  a judgment  in 
default  obtained  by  the’ plaintiff. 
Michael  O'Neill,  against  the  first 
defendant.  Christopher  O'Brien, 
following  a road  traffic  acridenL 

Order  37.  rule  4 of  the  1981  Rules 
provides;  “(Ij ...  the  court  may.  on 
application  or  of  its  own  motion, 
set  aside,  vary  or  confirm  any 
judgment  entered  in  a default 
action  pursuant  to  Order  9,  rule  6." 

Mr  Anthony  Sew  Llewellyn  for 
the  MIB:  Mr  Nigel  Lawrence  for 
the  plaintiff;  the  first  defendant  did 
not  appear  and  was  not 
represented. 

THE  MASTER  OF  THE 
ROLLS  said  that  in  March  1995  the 
plaintiff  had  obtained  judgment  in 
default  of  defence  pursuant  to 


Order  9.  rule  6 against  the  first 
defendant  for  damages  to  be 
assessed.  In  August  1995  damages 
were  assessed  at  £10,007-20. 

Subsequently,  (he  plaintiffs 
so  bettors  had’  sought  to  obtain 
payment  from  the  MIB  but  it  had 
taken  the  point  that  the  sum  was 
not  payable  because  it  had  not 
been  informed,  in  accordance  with 
the  Motor  Insurers'  Bureau 
(Compensation  of  Victims  of  Un- 
insured Drivers)  Agreement  (1988). 
of  the  date  when  damages  were  to 
be  assessed. 

The  plaintiffs  solicitors  then 
took  the  view  that  the  appropriate 
way  of  obtaining  recovery  from  the 
MIB  was  to  apply  to  the  court  to 
have  the  judgment  set  aside  so  that 
they  could  commence  . a fresh 
action. 

Under  Order  37,  rule  4 there  was 
no  requirement  that  an  application 
to  set  aside  a judgment  should  be 
made  by  a particular  party.  How- 
ever. the  MIB  contended  that  the 
judgment  was  perfectly  property 
obtained,  that  the  defendant  had 
no  defence  and  that  in  those 


circumstances,  it  had  not  been 
appropriate  for  the  court  to  set  the 
judgment  aside. 

In  his  Lordship's  judgment. 
Order  37r  rule  4 was  deliberate!?, 
drawn  in  wide  terms  ro  allow  a 
plaintiff  or  the  court  to  set  aside  a 
judgment  if  it  was  appropriate  to 
do  so.  It  was  true  that  the  rule 
would  normally  be  relied  on  by  a 
defendant  but  it  was  not  confined 
_ to  appl  ica  tions  by  defendants . 

If  the  present  judgment  was  not 
set  aside  there  would  undoubted!) 
be  an  argument  whether  the  MLB 
was  under  .any.  liability.  Further, 
the  MJB  had  been  deprived  of 
making  any  representations  on  the 
assessment  erf  damages. 

It  was  in  everybody’s  interest 
and  certainly  in  the  interests  of 
justice  that  the  judgment  should  be 
set  aside  so  that  a‘ needless  dispute 
of  a technical  nature  should  be 
avoided. 

Lord  Justice  Simon  Brown  and 
Lord  Justice  Schiemann  agreed. 

Solicitors:  Lace  Mawer. 
Liverpool;  Michael  W.  Halsall, 
Newton-le-Willows. 
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Title  request  must 
be  within  limit 


Urban  Manor  Ltd  v Sadiq 
Before  Lord  Justice  Staughlon, 
Lord  Justice  Koch  and  Lord  Justice 
Morritt 

(Judgment  February  20| 

On  a sale  of  registered  land,  where 
the  vendor  was  not  the  registered 
proprietor  and  where  (he  contract 
was  subject  to  die  National  Con- 
ditions of  Sole  (20th  edition),  the 
purchaser's  request  thai  the  ven- 
dor make  title  under  section  110(5) 
of  the  Land  Registration  Act  1925 
had  to  be  made,  at  the  latest, 
within  the  time  limited  by  con- 
dition 9 for  the  purchaser's 
observations  on  replies  to  his 
requisitions  on  title.  The  purchaser 
was  not  entitled  to  wait  until  the 
day  fixed  for  completion  before 
making  the  request. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held  in 
reserved  judgments,  dismissing  an 
appeal  by  Mohammed  Sadiq,  the 
purchaser,  against  the  decision  of 
Mr  John  Martin.  QC.  sitting  as  a 
deputy  judge  of  the  chancery 
Division  on  December  21,  KN5, 
that  a contract  for  the  sale  of  land 
by  the  vendor.  Urban  Manor  Lid. 
to  the  purchaser,  had  been  eff- 
ectively rescinded  and  that  the 
vendor  was  entitled  to  forfeit  the 
deposit 

Section  I ID  of  the  Und  Registra- 
tion Act  1925  provides: 

"On  a sale  or  other  disposition  of 
registered  land  lo  a purchaser 
other  than  a lessee  or  chargee . . . 
|5)  Where  the  vendor  is  not  himself 
registered  as  proprietor  of  the  land 
...  he  shall  at  the  request  of  the 
purchaser  and  at  his  own  expense, 
and  notwithstanding  any  stipula- 
tion to  the  contrary,  either  procure 
the  registration  of  himsdf  as 
proprietor  of  the  land  ....  or 
procure  a disposition  from  the 
proprietor  to  the  purchaser. . ." 

Mr  John  Norman  for  the  pur- 
chaser Mr  Gordon  Nurse  for  the 
vendor. 

LORD  JUSTICE  MORRITT 
said  thai  the  judge  was  right  to 
construe  "stipulation  to  the  con- 


trary" in  section  110(5)  as  not 
embracing  a limitation  on  the  time 
within  which  the  request  might  be 
made. 

There  was  no  reason  why  Par- 
liament should  have  intended  that 
a purchaser  lo  whom  subsisting 
entries  on  the  register  had  been 
furnished  pursuant  lo  section 
II0(T),  should  be  entitled  to  wait 
until  the  day  fixed  for  completion 
before  requesting  the  vendor  to 
make  title  in  one  of  the  ways 
provided  by  subsection  (5). 

The  application  of  condition  9 of 
the  National  Conditions  did  not 
have  the  opposite  or  contrary  effect 
for  it  permitted  the  request  to  be 
made  and  the  obligation  to  arise  in 
accordance  with  its  terms  at  any 
time  up  to  the  specified  period  after 
the  time  for  the  purchasers 
observations  on  the  vendor's  an- 
swers to  the  purchaser’s  requi- 
sitions on  title. 

That  period  was  one  which  gave 
a real  opportunity  to  a purchaser 
to  make  the  request  in  the  light  or 

all  (he  relevant  information  to  be 
provided  to  him  pursuant  to 
subsections  (!)  to  (4). 

Lee  v O/ancostle  (unreported. 
Mr  Justice  Millefr.  ChD.  July  8. 
19S7)  was  distinguishable.  There 
was  no  suggestion  there  that  the 
title  of  the  defendant  had  been  or 
was  deemed  to  have  been  accepted 
by  the  plaintiff.  Accordingly,  the 
question  whether  section  JJ0J5) 
precluded  a stipulation  which  re- 
quired the  request  to  be  made 
before  the  acceptance  of  title  did 
not  arise. 

Nevertheless,  the  "outstanding 
obligations"  of  a vendor  for  the 
purpose  of  condition  22  did  not 
include  an  obligation  to  complete 
as  provided  for  in  section  110(5) 
when  no  request  To  thai  effect  had 
been  made  by  the  purchaser 

Lord  Justice  Rnch  agreed  and 
Lord  Justice  Staughron  delivered  a 
concurring  judgment. 

Solicitors:  (1,  H.  Gciberg  & Co. 
Islington;  Slaters.  Finchley. 
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■ THEATRE  1 

The  faces  change 
in  Arf,  but 
the  surprise 
West  End  hit  of 
the  year  is  as 
gripping  as  ever 


■ THEATRE  2 

Brian  Friel's  latest 
play.  Give  Me  Your 
Answer » Do!,  is 
unveiled  in  Dublin, 
but  proves  to  be 
not  quite  vintage 


THEJg 


iTIMES 


ARTS 


■ MUSIC 

Roger  Norrington 
brings  his  wit 
and  verve  to 
the  LPO’s  Haydn 
festival,  but  the 
crowd  stays  away 


■ TOMORROW 

Caryl  Churchill’s 
comic  hit  Cloud 
Nine  is  revived 
at  the  Old  Vic 
read  Benedict 
Nightingale’s  review 


THEATRE:  A subtle  Art  continues  to  impress;  but  Brian  Friel’s  latest  stylish  offering  loses  something  in  production 


Friends 
in  the 
frame 


DONALD  COOPER 


It  began  as  a play  and  is 
becoming  a phenome- 
non. Who  would  have 
thought  that  as  wise  a 
comedy  as  Yasmina  Rea's  Art 
would  pack  out  Wyndham’s 
for  five  months  and,  after  a 
major  change  of  cast,  not  jusr 
be  booking  until  next  October 
but  boasting  a box-office  ad- 
vance of  £250,000?  The  current 
wisdom  is  that  unless  a piece 
has  big  stars,  soaring  helicop- 
ters or  tunes  by  Lord  Lloyd- 
Webber.  it  can  enjoy  only  a 
modest  success  in  the  West 
End.  It  has  taken  the  French- 
Iranian  Reza  to  disprove  this. 

Recasting  has  taken  some  of 
the  derisiveness  out  of  Mat- 
thew Warchus's  production, 
but  it  has  added  subtlety. 
Anton  Lesser  is  less  wintry 
than  Tom  Courtenay  as  Serge, 
the  dermatologist  who  spends 
200,000  francs  an  a painting 
that  consists  of  a white  rectan- 
gle with  half-visible  white 
streaks.  David  Haig  is  less 
hearty  than  Albert  Finney  as 
Marc,  the  aeronautical  engi- 
neer who  cannot  hide  his 
belief  that  his  oldest  chum  has 
been  diddled  by  the  chic 
opportunists  of  the  art  market. 
The  differences  between  the 
two  are  less  inordinate,  so  it  is 
more  credible  that  they  have 
been  and  still  believe  them- 
selves dose  friends. 

But  the  big  change  comes  in 
Yvan,  who  regards  both  as  his 
best  friends  and  is  regarded  by 
both  as  wet.  For  a time.  I 
thought  Mark  Williams  a 
slightly  disappointing  substi- 
tute for  Ken  Stott,  who 
brought  astonishing  bravura 
to  what  is  already  one  of  the 
modem  theatre’s  great  set 
pieces,  a long  paean  of  self-pity 
in  which  Yvan  evokes  the 
emotional  chaos  of  his  im- 
pending marriage.  But  his 
slower,  goofier  approach  pays 
off.  At  the  end  one  realises,  as 
one  did  not  with  Stott,  that  this 
woebegone  pig-in-the-middle 
has  been  badly  damaged  by 
the  fallout  from  a quarrel  that, 
in  ics  cool,  Parisian  way.  has 
threatened  to  go  nuclear. 
Indeed,  his  performance 


Art 

Wyndham’s 


made  it  clear  why  Reza  mum- 
bled something  mildly  grace- 
less about  “thinking  l had 
written  a tragedy"  when  site 
received  a best  comedy  award 
last  year.  At  the  time  1 thought 
she  had  failed  to  see  that  the 
English  see  good  comedy  as  a 
more  serious,  textured  busi- 
ness than  they  do  on  the  Paris 
boulevards.  But.  hilarious 
though  it  often  is.  there  is  more 
insecurity,  fear,  unfulfilled 
need  and  unresolved  pain  in 
the  play  than  I had  realised. 

That  is  the  answer  to  the  few 
critics  who  originally  thought 
Art  bland.  It  always  was  easier 
to  refute  those  who  found  it 
philistine,  especially  when  the 
view  was  expressed  as  inanely 
as  it  was  by  The  Guardian's 
Richard  GotL  Writing  from 
the  moral  high  ground  he  has 
long  inhabited,  he  declared 
that  not  since  “the  palmy  days 
of  the  Third  Reich**  had  people 
had  their  prejudices  so  pan- 
dered to  than  by  this  ** old-style 
fascist  theatre".  That  wrongly 
assumed  that  Reza  sides  with 
reactionary  Marc.  It  totally 
ignored  a touching,  healing 
ending.  It  also  misidentified 
the  play’s  subject. 

That  subject  is  not  cultural 
fashion  or  the  vagaries  of  the 
art  trade  but  the  nature  and 
limitations  of  friendship.  To 
what  extent  does  caring  for 
someone  mean  tolerating  his 
taste,  his  opinions,  his  ego.  his 
attempts  to  control  you,  his 
changing  personality?  To 
what  degree  must  friendship 
involve  evasion,  compromise, 
humility,  attempting  to  cover 
up  emotional  fissures  when 
they  show  themselves?  So 
deftly  does  Reza  raise  those 
and  other  issues  that  1 am 
tempted  to  revise  my  view  of 
her  play.  In  October  I called  it 
a minor  classic.  Let’s  change 
that  to  classic  comedy,  period. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


LONDON 
Lyceum  Theatre 
To  May  29 

• THE  musical  that  launched  a 
really  useful  composer  has  been 
revived,  bigger  and  better  than 
ever  — and  Theatre  Club  mem- 
bers can  see  it  for  nothing  after 
a three-course  meal  that  costs  a 
mere  £3250  per  head.  Looked  at 
in  another  way,  your  £3250 
seats  for  Andrew  Lloyd  Webber 
and  Tim  Rice's  Jesus  Christ 
Superstar  will  mean  that  din-  The  Cochrane 
ner  at  the  Radisson  Edwardian  Mar  25-27.  Apr  1-2 
Mountbanen  Hotel  will  be  free.  ^ TWO  tickets  for  the  price  of 
Either  way.  it  adds  up  to  one  of  Qne  jnonjiajjv  E85U)  for  Black 
our  more  inrriguing  two-for-one  Mime  Theatre's  Mourning 
offers-  The  offer  is  available  for  gong,  three  stories  told  through 
Monday  to  Thursday  evening  physical  theatre  and  live  Gospel 
performances,  and  also  in-  music.  Tel  0171-242  7040 
eludes  a souvenir  programme 

per  couple.  SHEFFIELD 

Members  wanting  to  make  a Crucible  Theatre 
night  of  it  can  take  advantage  of  Mar  21-23.  25-29  (7  JtJpm) 
our  special  hotel  offer  as  well.  « jaN  MCSHANE  stars  in 
Stay  overnight  in  a Radisson  j.M.  Barrie's  classic  comedy. 
Edwardian  Hotel  from  as  little  The  Admirable  Crichton.  Ticfc- 
as  £35  per  person,  including  full  trts  EM50  (normally  £1 1 to 

English  breakfast.  Offer  applies  r [350).  Tel  ill  14-276  <*>22 

March  24  to  April  6.  Trf  0800 
335588  to  book  for  both  offers  BOLTON 

Octagon  Theatre 

Piccadilly  Theatre  Apr  4.  II 

March  23  (3pm)  • TWO  tickets  for  the  pnx  uf 

• ONCE  again,  the  celebrated  one  (normally  £11.50  to  £1— *51 

farceur  Ray  Cooney  is  inviting  for  Caryl  Churchill’s  Top 

Theatre  Club  members  to  sit  m Tel  01204  520661 

on  his  creative  process.  A nACINr<r0iCE 

rehearsed  readme  of  whai  is  BASINGs  ruKfc 
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Mark  Williams.  David  Haig  and  Anton  Lesser  as  Yvan.  Marc  and  Serge,  supposed  friends  whose  amity  is  unexpectedly  tested  by  an  abstract  painting  in  Yasmina  Reza's  Art 


A question  of  literary  value  [q 


WHEN  an  aristocrat  of  litera- 
ture has  delivered  his  work, 
which  opinions  really  matter? 
The  ones  given  by  the  readers 
who  don't  want  his  novels  any 
more:  that  of  the  agent  who 
fired  him;  or  that  of  a world 
indifferent  to  his  plight  — an 
inability  to  finish  a five-year- 
old  novel,  and  his  poverty  and 
isolation  in  a Co  Donegal 
hideaway?  Or  will  the  judg- 
ment of  his  worth  come  from 
somewhere  else? 

Tom  Connolly  (Tom  Hick- 
ey). the  writer  at  the  centre  of 
Brian  Friel’s  Give  Me  Your 
Answer.  Do!,  has  his  ques- 
tions clear,  but  cannot  decide 
where  best  to  seek  the  an- 
swers. Ask  Daisy,  his  wife, 
and  you  will  get  a sozzled  rant 
about  uncertainty.  Ask  Gar- 
rett the  popular  novelist  and 
you  will  gel  the  sly  answers  of 
a rival.  Ask  Bridget  the 
sedated  daughter  in  the  pad- 
ded cell  arui  you’ll  get  no 
answer  at  all. 

On  the  sunny  lawn  at  home. 


Give  Me  Your 
Answer,  Do! 
Abbey,  Dublin 


Daisy  (Catherine  Byrne)  eases 
her  way  into  the  afternoon 
with  a few  gins,  and  slyly 
interrogates  David  Knight 
(Darragh  Kelly),  a scavenger 
of  literary  archives,  snuffling 
his  way  through  Tom’s 
papers.  Forty  years  of  work 
stretch  across  the  stage  — 
works  in  which  the  public  no 
longer  has  any  interest 
As  ever  Friel's  stylish  pat- 
terning of  his  material  is 
intense.  Chekhov  crops  up 
early  as  the  guests.  Daisy's 
parents  (Aideen  O'Kelly  and 
David  Kelly),  along  with  Gar- 
rett (Des  McAleer)  and  his 
wife  (Frances  Tomelty),  gath- 
er for  one  last  hurrah  of  an 
ebbing  I rish  literary  aristocra- 
cy. The  crucial  resonance  is 
with  Eliot's  tempters  in  the 


Cathedral,  as  the  good  Knight 
offers  Tom  that  which  is  not 
his  to  give  the  benevolent 
view  of  posterity. 

If  the  story  seems  a tittle 
specific,  the  production  is  a 
greater  problem.  With  the 
very  notable  exceptions  of 
O’Kelly  and  David  Kelly,  the 
cast  were  all  acting  danger- 
ously below  par.  Byrne  had 
difficulty  with  dialogue  that 
required  dose  timing.  Tom 
Hickey’s  mannered  perfor- 
mance, too,  had  grave 
problems. 

Friel's  decision  to  direct  has 
a whiff  of  hubris  about  iL  A 
number  of  verbal  skirmishes 
needed  to  be  far  tighter,  while 
visual  aspects  are  undevel- 
oped. Perhaps  this  is  not  a 
Friel  to  stand  alongside  Faith 
Healer.  Translations  or 
Dancing  at  Lughnasa.  but 
without  a more  precise  pro- 
duction it  could  also  look  pale 
next  to  Molly  Sweeney. 

Luke  Clancy 


One  of  tiie  strengths  of 
radio  is  its  ability  to 
start  a fight,  although 
this  need  not  involve  actual 
fisticuffs.  Few  people  in  real 
life  shout  at  television  screens 
or  rip  up  newspapers  in 
disgust  at  the  views  being 
expressed,  however  often 
sitcoms  depict  them  doing  so. 
But  it  cannot  be  that  all  those  I 
see  talking  animatedly  in  cars, 
alone,  are  using  hands-free 
telephones.  No.  I think  they 
are  arguing  with  the  radio. 

For  many  years.  Radio  3 
was  not  the  prime  provider  of 
materia]  fit  to  make  one  burst 
a blood  vessel.  But  of  late  the 
network  has  commissioned 
some  excellent  documentaries, 
a genre  guaranteed  to  induce 
radio  rage.  Long  may  this 
continue. 

Sounding  the  Century  is 
Radio  3’s  huge  project;  run- 
ning until  the  millennium, 
aimed  at  celebrating  the 
present  century  on  a decade- 
by-decade  basis.  The  pick  of 
the  bunch  this  week  was  The 
Sixties:  Paperback  Writers 
(Monday),  which  attempted  to 


Romantic  treatment  of  a brute 

University  College  Op-  bounder  that  you  I nPFPA  I due  to  the  anting  lasr  act.  and  Louise  Cannor 
era's  latest  exlntma-  can’t  wait  for  1 " I and  rearrange-  steadily  rising  to  toe  dramatic 

tion  fills  vet  another  someone  to  stick  mem  made  by  soprano  challenges  of  toe 


On  the 
road  to 
a rage 


^RADtok-c'. 


assess  the  role  of  writing  in 
that  decade. 

Andy  Martin,  toe  presenter, 
sensibly  took  the  position  that 
one  did  not  influence  a decade 
by  writing  a book  during  it 
The  principal  1960s  influences 
came  from  the  previous  de- 
cade. including  the  early  work 
of  Jack  Kerouac  and.  of 
course.  J.D.  Salinger’s  The 
Catcher  in  the  Itye.  the  novel 
which  first  defined  the  word 
“teenager". 

Saul  Bellow  and  Camille 
Paglia  were  among  toe  pro- 
gramme’s interviewees.  Much 
as  Bellow  is  interesting  (and 
rarely  heard  these  days),  it 
was  Paglia  who  would  have 


COMPETITION 


induced  odd  looks  and  defen- 
sive door-locking  from  fellow 
motorists  as  I listened  to  her  in 
the  car.  She  is  one  of  those 
infuriating  people  who  cannot 
define  anything  except  in 
terms  of  its  death. 

According  to  Paglia.  the 
1960s  brought  toe  end  of  the 
novel  as  a significant  instru- 
ment: “For  me  the  last  great 
moment  in  the  novel  was  toe 
moment  of  the  Modernist 
novel  — Joyce.  Proust.  Faulk- 
ner. Hemingway.  After  that  I 
think  the  novel  begins  to  die.” 

And  why  was  that?  “History 
became  too  vivid  from  the 
Kennedy  assassination  on- 
wards — events  in  the  real 
world  overtook  toe  novel." 
This  is  a classic  child-of-the- 
1960s  view:  two  World  Wars 
could  not  kill  off  toe  novel  but 
one  presidential  assassination 
could. 

I shouted  at  toe  in-car 
entertainment  module  (as  we 
children  of  the  1960s  call  it) 
and  headed  for  toe  nearest 
bookshop. 

Peter  Barnard 


THE  I TIMES 


University  College  Op- 
era* latent  exhuma- 
tion fills  yet  another 
gap  in  our  experience  of 
nationalist  operatic  move- 
ments. Drot  og  Marsk  (IS7S). 
described  as  a “song  drama" 
by  its  composer.  Peter  Heise 
(IS3U-79).  is  die  most  signifi- 
cant Danish  romantic  opera, 
and  proved  well  worth 
investigating. 

The  subject  matter,  based 
on  fact,  lias  a familiar  ring. 
King  Erik  V was  assassinated 
in  !2Sti  by  his  Marshal.  Stig 
Andersen,  whose  wife  he  had 
seduced.  According  to  Heise’s 
librettist.  Christian  Richard r. 
he  was  in  the  hahil  of  seducing 
more  or  less  everything  that 
moved,  including  the  local 
charcoal-burner’s  daughter. 
Aase.  Add  ro  this  his  boasting 
about  his  exploits  as  an  arson- 
ist, and  you  come  to  the 
opera's  main  drawback:  the 
protagonist  is  such  a frighrful 


bounder  that  you  -p 

can’t  wait  for 
someone  to  stick 
a knife  in  him.  Kill 
The  work  is  nor 
rich  in  dramatic  Ma 

conflict  RIoot 

Heise’s  musi-  151001 
cal  language  is  a 
touch  conservative  for  its  day: 
Beethoven  and  Weber  are 
obvious  influences  — the  latter 
especially  on  the  instrumenta- 
tion — and  toe  harmonies  are 
cheerfully  diatonic,  raking  lit- 
tle note  of  what  Wagner  had 
been  up  to  in  the  meantime. 
There  are  good  runes,  in 
particular  for  Aase.  and  one  or 
two  scenes  that  can’t  fail:  the 
Marshal's  public  denuncia- 
tion of  the  King  in  council,  and 
the  .subsequent  conspirators' 
chorus.  A sense  of  short- 
windedness  in  Heise’s  easily 
conversational  word-setting 
style  — good  ideas  peter  out 
before  they  need  to  — may  be 


OPERA 

King  and 
Marshal 
Bloomsbury 


p-  • ' due  to  the  anting 

'I  and  rearrange- 

ment made  by 

and  Xe  inductor. 

David  Ham- 
«hal  mond.  who  also 

shiirv  supplied  the 

>Dury  English  transia- 

non.  Ifs  a pleas- 
ing opera  which  one  would  be 
happy  to  catch  on  a weekend 
in  Copenhagen,  but  not  as 
trail-blazing  as  what  was  hap- 
pening in  Bohemia,  ftaland  or 
Russia  at  that  time. 

Hammond  conducted  Mon- 
day’s British  premiere  with 
proselytising  zeaL  and  there 
was  rude,  urtdisriplined  ener- 
gy in  Robert  Chevura’s  pro- 
duction, with  cast  and  chorus 
in  bizarre  pick-n-mix  cos- 
tumes. 

The  women  get  the  best 
music  and  were  toe  best 
singers:  Helene  Wold  especial- 
ly charming  in  Aase's  song 
and  Weberian  prayer  in  the 


lasr  act,  and  Louise  Cannon 
steadily  rising  to  toe  dramatic- 
soprano  challenges  of  toe 
Marshal’s  guilt-ridden  wife. 
The  lyric  tenor  Julian  Jensen 
was  mellifluous  as  the  King’s 
treacherous  valet,  but  some- 
one should  whisper  to  Mark 
Evans  (taking  the  role  of  toe 
Marshal)  that  not  every  note 
in  an  opera  needs  to  be  sung 
double  fortissimo.  The  King 
himself,  baritone-nimed-tenor 
James  Hancock,  sang  with  so 
erratic  a sense  of  pitch  as  to 
have  one  guiltily  longing  for 
the  denouement 
There  are  repeat  perfor- 
mances tonight  and  tomorrow 
for  rarity-hunters,  but  if  you 
want  an  opera  about  a Scandi- 
navian monarch  being  mur- 
dered by  his  girlfriend's 
husband.  Un  ballo  in 
maschera  is  on  the  whole  a 
safer  bet 

Rodney  Milnes 


WIN  A £36,000 


and  help  to 
raise  money  for 
Comic  Relief  j 


gP  &J 


VERBAL  and  musical  wit  fenced  together 
on  Wednesday  as  Roger  Norrington 
introduced  and  conducted  two  of  Haydn's 
six  Paris  symphonies  in  a Haydn  Festival 
which  is?  seeking  to  return  those  works  to 
the  position  they  commanded  in  Paris  in 
the  mid-l7SUs:  rhat  of  a programme's 
central  attraction,  not  mere  fillers. 

h was  all  the  more  pity  that  the  Festival 
Hall  seemed  scarcely  more  than  half  full. 
This  was  programming  and  performing 
perhaps  better  suited  to  the  Queen 
Elizabeth  Hall:  but  the  London  Philhar- 
monic was  the  band,  and  this  was  it*, 
space  Nurringrons  relaxed  and  deli 
verbal  sketches  of  what  constitutes  classi- 
cal style,  io  say  nothing  of  hi>  five 
strategies  for  releasing  the  wit  in  Haydn, 
did  draw  the  scattered  audience  in.  and 
concentrated  attention  un  many  details  in 
the  evening’s  superbly  focused  plajing 
For  toe  Symphony  No  82  {The  Rear). 
Norrington  showed  us  Haydn  as  bump- 
kin. removed  from  the  misty  borderland 
of  rustic  Austriv-Hungary  to  the  sophisti- 
cation of  Paris,  and  leasing  both  himself 
and  his  audience  in  the  process.  CanniK 
observed  note  length  , and  accents  made 


Haydn 

restored 

CONCERT. 

LPO/  Norrington 

Festival  Hall 


for  a steady,  sturdy  Vivace  opening 
movement,  the  first  beat  of  its  triple 
rhythm  swingeing  into  every  bar.  The 
famous  ursine  finale  was.  by  contrast, 
featly  footed  until  rhe  trumpets  stepped 
up  the  already  tightening  harmonic 
tension,  and  a loud  timpani  roll  gave  its 
final  triumphant  growl. 

Many  a nudge  and  a wink  accompa- 
nied the  Symphony  No  S3  f The  Hen)  as  it 
ducked  and  pecked  its  way  forward  alter 
an  opening  of  dark  minor-key  para- 


graphs and  sudden . thudding  silences. 
Norrington’s  long,  continuous  phrasing 
and  steady  pulse  of  repeated  notes 
maintained  extraordinary  tension  in  toe 
long  but  fleet  Andante  before  a Menuef  in 
which  many  a muddy  double-bass  boot 
was  to  be  glimpsed  under  toe  twirling 
gowns  of  toe  upper  strings. 

Norrington’s  Haydn  Festival  is  playing 
Haydn  off  not  only  against  himself,  but 
also  against  his  great  admirer,  Benjamin 
Britten.  Neil  Jenkins  replaced  an  indis- 
posed John  Mark  Ainsley  to  sing  the 
Nocturne.  Britten’s  continuous,  trance- 
like sequence  of  sleep  and  poetry.  Jenkins 
is  a fine  interpreter  of  Britten,  and  he  gave 
a lurid,  fine-boned  performance,  missing 
only  that  elusive  sensuality  which  lurks 
behind  this  strange  midsummer  night's 
dream.  Norrington  possibly  miscalculat- 
ed the  balance  here:  the  strings  spun  an 
over-fragile  thread  of  allusion,  though  the 
seven  orchestral  soloists  — bassoon,  harp, 
horn,  timpani,  cor  anglais,  flute  and 
clarinet  — worked  their  own  disturbing 
magic  to  constantly  beguiling  effecL 

Hilary  Finch 


To  support  the  Red  Nose  Day  campaign 
McLaren International,  arui  their  close 
friends  the  Spice  Girls,  have  lifiked  up  with 
The  Times  to  offer  you  the  chance,  to  win  a 
£36,000 Mercedes  SLKL  There  are  runners-up 
prizes  of  trips  to.  Edinburgh  on 
Virgin  CrossCountryand  flights  to  . 

Paris  with  Air  France.  Oyer  five  . flp 
previous  Red  Nose  Days,  Comic  . awSwa 
Relief  has  raised,  just  oyer  £1 12rri.to  •***» 

help  projects  in  Africa  and  the  UK.  klsrsJE 


difference 


HOTLINE  0891  335  599 

089!  calls  css-  5Co  oer  minute 


HOWTO  ENTER 

Call  our  hotline,  above,  before  midnight  - 
tomorrow  with  the  answer  to  this  question:  •- 

How  much . money  has. Comic  Relief  raised 
in  ifs  five  pirenous  Red  Nose  Days? 
a)  £100  million  b)  £ 112  million  t)  £150  million 
All  proceeds  from  the  line  will  go  to  Comic 
Relief.  Normal  TOE  competition  rule  apply. 


CHANGING  TIMES 


j 


’ JVIWl 


■’  “1 


CHOICE  1 


Ian  Holm  stars  as 
King  Lear  in  a 
new  staging  for  the 
National  Theatre 


VENUE:  From  tonight 
at  the  Cottesloe 


LONDON 


LA  BAYADERE-  RstuTO  Oflly  to 
Na®3a  toterwa's  re-creaton  to 


WEEKEND  CHOICE 


Royal  Optra  House.  Covert  Garden, 

WC2  (0171 -304  4000)  Opens  ttroow 
7.30pm.  Wen  on  Man*  25, 26. 2?.  31. 
April  L3.4and10.fi 


AdRByflUWatowt* 
and  entertainmem 

compiled  by  CTHimHaxey 


CELLO  AND  PIANO' Ralph 

KfetebauM  end  Roger  Vignolas  tffer  a 

—i  -* L_ ■ Ormtfv  ■rfm 


^nstskovicti  and  Hindemith 
BtacMmffi  Concert  Hstta.  23  U» 
Road.  SE3  (0161-463  0100).  Sunday. 

11.30am. 


CLOUD  HUE:  Tom  Cams  draws 
Caryl  OmtoWs  Aral  (1970)  smash  rtt; 
sexual  pcAks  and  cakxttafarn.  ur  in 

Ihe  Vfctotan  era  and  ^et- b rapertore 
OKI  Vie.  Waterloo  Road,  SE1  £0171- 
928  7616).  Opens  tan#* 1!.  730pm.  Q 

KING  LEAR:  tan  Hoim  ta  Iho  title  rote, 
hearing  a sptencid  cart  (Tsmaty'Nest 
aa  Gtoucestar.  Wchael  Bryait  as  Ihe 
Foot]  r,  fSchart  Eyre's  prori^aon 
Nrfonai  (Cottesloe),  South  Bank, 
SE1  {0171-928  2252].  Prevlawabeyi 
oraghL  7pm.  Opens  Marrii  27. 7pm 
Then  in  rep. 


gyrrphortas  and  faroe-scala  choral 
worts,  Mudra  Ms  “ard«taJftd 

leder-qda".  Dos  Parades  end  aa 
Pan.  The  weekend  inchides  avrariahap 
tomorrow  (4.45-Qpm)  and  a rfenoer 
corcat  on  Suidsy  (4pm) 

Batbfam. » Stoat  ptTI-838 

8881 ]Today -Sunday.® 

FISFWHERE 

BJOBWKat  the  annual  Ecflnhurgh 

Fcfc  roaffwl  be^na  today  wtfi  a 
oencot  by  tlw  Oonten  and  Swarms 

Stevenson  Tno.  wfth  Maiy  BerpH  on 

wtasde.  at  the  Queen's  Hai  (730pm). 
The  ten-day  tested  Indudes  a rrwsical 
Bhawcaae  by  CUbumte  Records  and 
performances  by  Arcady.  the  Rotorr 

fish  Band  and  Arne  Tabor.  Venues 
sdude  fin  TcnW  Hal  and  Traiwse 
TTnabe. 

Feattval  box  office  (0131-668  2019). 

Until  March  30. 


SCHUMANN  WSKEND:  John  EfiW 
Gattoer  conducts  the  Oictnfire 
nsvebittomake  et  Romsnaque  to  fiiw 

concerts  tfonlgw.  Saturday  and  Sinday 

at  7 30prrfl  arrfomg  the  composer's 


LIVERPOOL' An  oftbition  of  mom 

then  88  oi  psHtags  and  15  drawings 
and  watercolours  by  Sfr  Lawrence 
AlDw-TadeoM.  whose  surtlt  visians  ol 
mM  Rome.  Pompei  and  Greece 


□ aAOBNGEH.-Ater  the  success  c< 
lest  year’s  "Four  Comers"  season,  thts 
year  s programme  alow  a fortnight's 
run  kx  each  of  three  pfaya.  Wddigcfifjs 
Wales's  Thin  Language  Theatre  Co  with 
Sbywi  Hants's  surreal  rightmare  set  n a 
^ shop,  ttoxted  by  Mfctaael  Sheen. 

Danner  Warahowa.  Eflrtwmsa»et 
WC2  (01 71 -368  1732)  Mon-Sal,  8pm: 
mat  Sat.  4pm  Ursa  March  22 

□ BIRDY  Northern  Expasuo  actor 
Asb  Morrow  poms  Kevin  Knight's  cast  n 
Naomi  Wafiaw's  tasorratng  wrsian  of 
fin  WWsm  Wharton  novel'  a 
psychologically  damaged  O (Matthew 
Wop  befieves  he  is  a bed.  t>  does  hB? 
Comedy,  Panton  Street,  SW1  (0171- 
369  1731).  Mon-Sat.  aprru  mats  Thus. 
3pm.Sot.Spm 

□ THE  COMTC  MYSTERIES  John 
RetNtoch'B  celebrated  production  of 

Dario  Fo's  Mrstere  SUfto  Now 
Testament  tales  detested  n cantmeeSa 
daTarte  style. 

Gwwlw,  Grooms  Hfl.  5E10  (0101- 
85B  7755).  fiwoews  begn  toregfx. 
7.45pm.  Opens  Marti?  25.  7pm 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Joranqr  Kfogatoifa  Bsammenl 

of  theatre  ehowbrg  ta  Loodon 

M House  lufl.  returns  only 
B Some  seats  aveftaMe 
□ Seats  at  afi  prices 


B TIC  GENERAL  FROM  AMERICA: 
James  Lauranson  and  Coin  Redjpave 
play  Arnold  and  Washington,  hearing  a 
fete  cast  In  ffchard  Netsan's  pby 
concerned  with  treachery  but  or*/ 
tatofy  suggesting  motives. 

PR  Barbican  Certre.  EC2  {01 71 -638 
8891)  Tonight  and  tomorrow.  7.15pm; 
mat  Sat.  2pm  In  rep. 


□ THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  BEMG 
OSCAR:  The  brat  revival  at  Michael 


macUammoir's  dramatic  btography 
srece  the  man's  death  it  1975 
Rartormed  now  by  Simon  CaBow. 
dracted  by  Prtrick  Garland. 

Savoy.  Strand,  WC2  (01 71-836  8888). 
Mon-Sat  8pm;  mats  Wed  and  Sat,  3pm 

■ IVANOV:  Ralph  Fiennes  heads  a 
splendid  cast  that  nctodes  Hamet 
water  and  Olwr  Ford  Danes,  in 
Jonathan  Kent's  excefcnt  production  at 
Chekhov’s  ftst  produced  play 
Akaefate.  «m»da  Street.  N1  (0171-369 
4404).  Mon-Sot  7.30pm;  mats  Set  3pm. 

■ UVE  A IdDOWG  Maieen  L^rmn 
presents  herse#  tor  a bvMoek  season 
of  muscology.  humourotogy  and  mraiy 
another  dogy 

Duchess.  Cafiwine  Street  WC2 
(0171-484  5075).  Mon-Sat  8pm;  mat 
Sat  3pm.  Urtl  Apri  5. 

B POPCORN.  Ben  Bton's  bBstaing 
comedy  about  movie  utotenoe.  A 
Tarandnoesqua  cfredor  gets  tas  come- 
uppance when  a couple  at  serial  Wets 
(great  playing  by  Patrick  OXane  and 
□ena  Dads)  blame  torn  to  that 


NEW  RELEASES 


SPACE  JAM  (U):  Sports  star  Michael 
Jordan  col  Ides  with  characters  from 
Looney  Tunes  cartoons  Ayarenfle 
mess:  d rector.  Joe  Pytka. 

Ctaphem  Picture  House  [0171-dgB 
3323)  Odeocu;  Mart*!  Ait*  (0181-315 
4 218)  Swiss  Cottage  (0181-315  4220) 
Rttry  (0171-737  2121)  Virgin  Cbetsea 
(0171-352  5098?  Wwner  (01 71-437 
434^ 

STAR  WARS  (U)  The  movie  mieslone 
returns,  with  (our  extra  mnifet.  With 
Mark  Han*  Hamson  Ford.  Alec 
Gmress.  dractca,  George  Lucas. 
ABCs:  Baker  Strea*  (01 71-835  9772) 
Tmtanham  Court  Rowi  (0171-636 
6145  Odeona;  Lafeotar  Square 
(01 81-31 5 4215)  Marble  Arch  (0181- 
315  421®  Rffay  (0171 -737  2121) 

TROJAN  HJOtE  (15):  Urban  scamp 
Stephen  Rea  struggles  fo  be  Ns  own 
man  Did  drama,  wlfii  Rchatd  Harris. 
Dkecttr.  GMes  MadOnnan 
Metro  (0171-4370757)  RKzy  (0171- 
7372121) 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geoff  flrown'e  am ament  at 
fUma  ki  London  rod  (where 
indicated  wtth  the  symbol  ♦ ) 
on  release  across  the  country 


cemury  vdtehoah.  unfit  Winona  Ryds. 
Daniel  Day-Levws  and  Paul  Scofield 
Odeona;  Kenstagton  (0181-315  4214) 
Marble  Arch  (0181-315  4215  Swiss 
Cottage  (0181-315  4220)  Ritzy  (0171- 
737  2121)  Virgin  Cheisee  (0171-352 
5096)  Wetennana  (01  Bl -568 1176) 


CURRENT 


♦ BOUND  (15-  Dirtier  about  two  sutay 
lesbians  and  a pie  at  Mab  money,  with 
Jemfier  T*y  and  Qlna  Gershon 
Directed  by  the  WtachowsW  brothera. 
ABC TMtanlm  Cowt  Road  (01 71- 
636  6148)  Odeanc  Kamlngtaa  (01B1- 
3154214)  Memefce  (0181-315  4215) 
Ritzy  (0171-737  2121)  Virgin 
Haymieket  (0171-839 1527) 

♦ THE  CRUCIBLE  (12):  Weighty 
version  of  Arthur  MBer's  play  abouMTIh- 


♦ THE  B4GLISH  PAT^TT  (15):  Map- 
makrrg  Ralph  Fumes  smoulders  vnth 
peoaon  to  Krtsdn  ScoO  Thomas. 
Bartriean  ® (01 71 -638  8881 ) Cfaelaae 
(0171-351 3742)  Ctapham  Picture 
Hence  (D1 71 -496  3323)  Cunon  WMt 
End  (0171-388 1 722)  GMe  (01 71-727 
4043)  Orisons:  Kensington  pi  81-315 
4214)  Marble  Arch  (0181-315  421$ 
Series  Cottage  (0181  -315  4220) 
Phoanb(018l-8832233)Ptna{099D- 
888990)  Renoir  (0171-6376402) 
Richmond  (0181-3320030)  Rio  (0171- 
2S46677)RBzr  (0171-737  2121)  . 

Semen  on  BMur  Street  (0171-935 
2772)  Semen  on  the  Oman  (0171-228 
3520)  UaWMtaley*  (0990688  990) 
Vbgbi  Ftehem  Road  (01 71 -370  2638) 
Warner  West  End  (01 71  -437  4343) 


♦ FERCE  CREATURES  (PG):  Bread 
comedy  in  an  En^lah  230.  bom  John 
Cleese  and  A RshCaBed  Wanda  learn. 


THE  TIMES 


FRIDAY  MARCH2H997 


CHOICE  2 


Gemma  Jones 
is  the  formidable 
heroine  of 
Mrs  Klein 


VENUE:  Rom  tonight  at 
the  Palace,  Watford 


from  Florida 


jazz  trumpeter-  ; 

WyntonMa^p 


The  Fields,  the 
best  woric  of  ms 

r^rper.  tO  LoUUOn 


made  rtm  one  d Victorian  Errand's 
most  popO*- petnKrs. 

Wriktr  Art  Gaflary.  VWiam  Brw" 
Stmei  (0151-4784198)  Opens  today. 
Mon-Sat  1-armSpm;  Sul,  noon-fipm. 
Una  June  a 


iR 


WATFORD:  Gatana-Icnes  plays 

Metente  Wain,  StefonrfideKa  heroine  crt 

Mrs  Ktatn.  Nicholas  WHgltfa  meting 
uni  vuy  portrat  d the  famous  emtfd  n 
a mvnent  of  crisis  Dkoded  by  Irina 
Brock,  daughter  of  PBter. 

Pataee,  Ctosndon  Road  (01 023 
225671).  Previews  begin  tartan.  8pm. 
Opens  March  25, 7.45pm.  Then  Mon- 
Thtas.  7.45pm,  Fri  ana  Sat.  apm  nrt* 
Wad  (Aprl  2).  230pm.  end  Sal  (March 
29.AprSig.3pm  UrMAprllZ 


your  plan 


LONDON  GALLERIES 


Howdy,  miss.  Lost  your  big  hair  and  stetson? 


Alan  Jackson  meets  a cowgirl  with  attitude 


Baifaicm:  lucfe  Rio  and  Hans  Coper: 
Ponas  n Paralef  (0171-8384141) .. . 
British  Museum:  Ancient  Faces: 
Uiximy  Portrata  from  Reman  Egypt 
(0171-6361555)..  CMtoiUte 

Pissarro (0171-4356660)  ...European 
Acadany/AGcadooria  RaBavut  Josri 
Mata  (01 71-235  03tC? ...  LefgMon 
House:  Vfarent  BqrioretiQns.- Modem 
and  Contemporary  Syren  Art  pi  71-602 
3316) . . . Ltaweayn  Alexander. 
Jwamy  Srtow  (0171 -62Q 1322) .. . 
NeSonat.  Young  Galnsborou*  (0171- 
747 2889 . . . SeatcM:  HonaRae: Gay 
Hume  pt7t-fl24  8299) . . Teta:  Loris 
Cortath  10171 -887  8000) . .WWe- 
efaepet:  Ancechantaer  (0171-622  7B88) 


None  of  the  businessmen 
taking  mobile  phone  calls 
in  the  West  End  hotel  bar 
can  know  yet  who  Mindy 
McReady  is,  but  she  turns  heads  all  the 
same.  Although  dressed  down,  she  siHl 
conveys  the  impression  that  she  might 
be  famous. 

In  fact  she  is  one  of  American 
country  music’s  most  acclaimed  new 
stars.  Last  year's  debut  album  IOjOOO 
Angels  has  now  said  mare  than  a 
million  copies,  climbing  high  in  foe  US 
pop  charts  in  the  process.  And  thanks 
to  the  cheerfully  post-feminist  thrust  of 
Guys  Do  It  All  The  Time,  its  most 
talked-about  track,  she  has  helped  to 
underline  a new  trend  in  a previously 
male-dominated  genre. 

At  21,  the  photogenic  and  charming 
McReady  is  by  no  means  Nashville's 
youngest  emergent  star  14-year-dd 
LeAnn  Rimes  became  foe  first  country 
singer  to  win  foe  Best  New  Artist 
award  at  last  month's  Grammies.  But 
it  is  noteworthy  that  Rimes’s  and 
McReady*s  propulsion  to  stardom  (and 
that  of  fellow  newcomer  Deana  Carter, 
whose  debut  LP  Did  I Shave  My  Legs 
For  This?  is  a huge  success)  has 
occurred  just  as  interest  is  waning  in 
the  previously  unstoppable  "hat  acts” 
— stetson-sporting  males  such  as 
Garth  Brooks,  Clint  Blade  and  George 
Strait 

Singing  cowboys  still  represent  big 
business  in  the  C&W  heartlands,  but  it 
was  the  surge  of  interest  shown  in 
them  by  urban  consumers  who  influ- 
ence the  pop  charts  which  made  them 
across-the-board  stars  in  the  early 
1990s.  Now  foe  interest  would  seem  to 
have  waned.  “That’S  not  surprising 
when  there  are  so  many  alike.”  says 
McReady.  “Nashville  is  seriously  into 
cloning—  an  artist  is  successful  on  one 
label  and  immediately  every  other 
company  rushes  to  sign  a carbon  copy. 
The  public  wants  inspiration,  and  how 
can  you  be  inspired  by  some  guy  when 
you  know  there’ll  be  another  ten  just 
like  him  along  in  a minute?" 
Meanwhile,  her  hit  single  has  great 


mradeeOe.  Laurence  Boswrcfi  streets. 
Apoflo.  Shaftesbury  Avene,  W1  (0171- 
484  607C).  Not* previewing,  8pm  Opens 
April  10,  7pm.  Then  Mon-Set  8pm: 
mats  Wed.  3pm.  and  Sat.  4pm. 

□ ROMANCE.  ROMANCE:  Muacal 


doubte-bD  by  Barry  Herman  and  Kate 
Hermann.  derivBd  tram  aSchnUZer  Ht 
at  kne  in  dd  Vienna  oouptad  with  a 
modem  version  set  on  Long  Istond. 
□redan  by  Sleven  Daxler 
Gielgud,  Shaftesbury  Avenue.  Wi 
(0171-434  5065).  Mon-Sat  6pm;  mats 
Thin  and  Sat,  3pm 
H WHO’S  AFRAID  OF  VROtMA 
WOOLP7- Oiarw  Rigg  and  David  Suchel 
in  Honord  Davies's  powerful  Abneda 
production  of  Afeae's  searing  play 
Aktarycta.  AJdwych.  WC2  (0171-416 
6003)  Man-SaL  7.15pm;  mat  Sal, 
2.15pm.  Utf  Marc*  22 

LONG  RUNNERS 


□ Blood  Brothers:  Phoenix  (0171-368 
1733) . □ Buddy:  Strand  (0171-930 

8800)  D An  Inspector  Cafts: 
Garrick (0171 -484  5085)...  D Jesus 
Christ  Superstar  Lyceum  (0171-656 
1807) ...  IB  Joteorr  Victoria  Palace 
(0171-834 1317) . . □ lltatu  Ouoto: 
Prirare  Edward  (0171-447  5400) . . . 

■ Las  Mbtratries:  Palace  (0171-434 
0909) ...  B Mae  Sateon  Dray  Lane 
pi  71-494  5400) ...  ■The  Phantom 
of  the  Opera-  Her  Majesty's  pi  71-494 
5400) ...  B Started  Express:  ApoBo 
Victoria  (01 71-416  6064) 

Tidwt  information  suppled  by  Socraty 
at  London  Theatre 


With  Kovri  ISSne.  J«n«e  Ue  Cuts 
Director.  Robert  Yoing 
Empire  (0690-888  990)  Vbgto 
TrocadoroG  (01 71-434  0031) 

♦ JBDTY  MAGUIRE  (15)'  A sports  PR 
agentgetsaconsaenca.Enioyabls.il 
ovnrang  comedy,  with  Oscsr- 
nomtnated  Tom  Cnuso 
BstUcroQ  (0171-638  8891) 

Ctapham  Picture  House  (01 71-498 
3323)  Empire  (0990  888090)  Odoons: 
Kensington  (0181-315  4214)  Marble 
Arch  (0181 -3 15  421 6)  Series  Cottage 

(0181-315  4220)  UCIWWetayaG 

(0890  888990)  Vlr^na:  Chelsea 
(0171-352  5096)  Rltam  Rood  (0171- 
370  263Q  TroeedefO®  (01 71-434 
0031) 

MOTHS)  NIGHT  (15):  Anwncan  witter 
« Nazi  Germany  gets  rto  trouble. 
Absorbing  ad^kaion  o[  Kiri 
Vonnegut's  now!,  with  Nick  Ndte. 
Direcur.  Keith  Gordon 
Cuncnu  Phoenix  (0171-369 1721) 

♦ THE  PORIRATTOF  A LADY  (12) 
Jane  Campion's  idy  elegant  adaptation 
oi  Henry  James,  with  Mcole  KUran  as 
fi»  independent  Amencoi  sucked  into  a 
manage  to  Eirope  I inirieie  (0171- 
836  OOB1]  Vhgfeia:  Chalsoa  (0171 -352 
5096)  HeymariDet  (0171-838 1523) 

♦ SHhC  (12):  Chid  pfoefloy  pentat 
crarples  inder  the  strata  UpfWng, 
often  funny  treatment  of  a bus  story 
from  Austrafien  (Sroctor  Scott  HicLs 
Odaone:  Kaoatogton  (Dlffl -315  4214) 
Mezzantae®  (0181-3154215)  Swfaa 

Cottaga  (0181-315  4220)  PtezaG 

(0890  888990)  RBzy  (0171-7372121) 
WamarQ(0171 437  4343) 


appeal  for  that  potentially  wide  audi- 
ence (60  per  cent  of  American  C&W 
buyers  are  young  women)  looking  for  a 
stylish  alternative  to  rhinestones,  big 
hair  and  pointy-toed  boots.  Us  video 
shows  McReady  bfeaiy^yed  offer  a 
night  out  with  foe  girls,  confronting 
her  boyfriend's  double  standards  by 
telling  him,  “Get  over  it  honey  / Lae’s  a 
two-way  street  / Or  you  want  be  a man 
of  mine  . . This  lyric  is  greeted  with  - 
whoops  of  glee  from  women  aairertgo- 
ers  every  time  she  performs  it  . five, 
hardly  groundbreaking  pokmic,  but  it 
does  signal  progress  within  a peer 
group  famous  for  standing  by  iesman. 

"Traditionally,  the  image  of  our- 
selves we  have  portrayal  through 
music  has  been  so  submissive;”  says 
McReady.  “I  don't  advocate  mate- 
haling  but  I do  demand  to  be  treated 
equally,  and  I think  most  females  fed 
that  way.  Guys  Do  It  All  The  Time 
reminds  me  of  the  time  I let  myself  be 
trapped  in  an  abusive  relationship.  1 let 
someone  knock  me  around,  all  foe. 
while  dreaming  of  being  the  type  of 
woman  portrayed  in  the  scrag.  Finally  I 
found  the  courage  to  be  her,  and  I hope 
that  its  popularity  means  that  others 
wffl  feel  empowered  to  be  her  too.” 


Where  do  country  perform- 
ers acquire  this  talent  far 
OpraJi-style  self- revela- 
tion? Certainly  not  al  the 
media  training  classes  which. 
McReady  assures  me.  are  now  a part  of 
every  Nashville  hopeful’s  grooming 
programme:  “Its  a cme-toone  tiring 
with  a tutor  and  most  labels  put  their 
new  artists  through  it,”  she  says.  “But  I 
hated  it  And  fallal  it  They  want  you  to 
be  so  careful,  so  manufactured,  ulti- 
mately so  bland.  What  about  putting 
across  a little  personality?” 

So  the  former  waitress  from  Fort 
Myers.  Florida,  takes  it  cm  the  chin 
when  the  American  tabloids  ask  how 
she  felt  at  the  age  of  11  when  her 
parents  divorced.  Or  why  her  two 
younger  brothers  now  live  with  her  in 
Nashville,  nor  with  their  mother.  Or 


No  riimestones  for  Mindy  McReady,  new  face  of  country  and  western 


why  she  is  paying  to  put  them  through 

college. 

“No.  I .don’t  feel  it’s  turning  my  life 
into  soap  opera.”  she  says.  “If  you're' 
lucky  enough  to  have  a gift  that  brinfp 
you  fame  and  the  love  of  the  public,  ifs 
your  duty  to  be  forthright  and  honest  in 
all  that  you  say." 

McReady  says  she  feds  sorry  for- 
Rimes,  who  has  two  albums  in  foe  US 
Top  Ten  at  a time  when  her  peers  are  ■ 
midway  through  high  schooL  “She  has 
a Godijiven  talent  but  die’s  missing 
out  chi  her  childhood.  For  different 


reasons,  scf  did  T~~  l had  the  weighrof 
the  world  on  my  shoulders  al  14-, 
worrying  about  my  brothers  and  my 
M om  and  runxirngtiKThbusewhen  all  T: 
wanted  to  do  was  twirl  my  cheerlead- 
ers baton  or  _at  in.  my  :b«iroom 
experimenting  wifo  make-up.  LeAnn 
probably  wants  to  do  thesarne,  but  she 
has  to  worry  about  flights  and  itinerar- 
ies and  accounting.  F foe!  bad  that 
anyone  so  young  should  be  exposed  to 
so  much  stress,  whatever  the  rewards.” 
•The  al  bun 1 10.000  Angels  is  released 
SNA  Records 


WELL  OVER  three  hours 
later,  we  drifted  out  into  the 
streets,  exhausted  but  exhila- 
rated, too.  Unwieldy  in  parts. 
Wynton  Marsalis's  Blood  On 
The  Fields  nevertheless  re- 
mains foe  most  accomplished 
work  of  foe  trumpeter's  career 
so  far  and  one  of  the  handful 
of  truly  significant  musical 
premieres  London  is  likely  to 
witness  this  year. 

Marsalis  has  tried  his  hand 
at  extended  composition  be- 
fore — most  notably  with  in 
This  House.  On  This  Mom- 
inf*,  the  long-winded  religious 
suite  heard  at  the  Proms  a few 
years  ago.  Blood  On  The 
Fields,  an  oratorio  inspired  by 
American  slavery,  might  easi- 
ly have  fallen  into  the  same 


Boldest  swinger  in  town 


trap  erf  mistaking  grandilo- 
quence for  genuine  emonon. 

Here,  though.  Marsalis 
marshalls  Ms  materials  with 
originality,  grace  and  unex- 
pected humour.  In  his  spare 
drama  of  two  transplanted 
Africans,  Leona  and  Jesse 
(sung  by  Cassandra  Wilson 
and  Miles  Griffiths)  bonded 
by  slavery  and  love,  his  libret- 
to sketches  a contemporary 
passion  play  driven  by  swing 
rhythms  and  austere  New 
Orleans  polyphony. 

The  subject  matter  normally 
allows  endless  opportunities 
for  moralising  — temptations 


MZZ 


Iytising  on  behalf  of  foe  tradi- 
tionalist canon.  What  this: 


Wynton  Marsalis 
Barbican 


that  Marsalis  bravely  resists. 
Instead  he  spurns  crude  race 
politics  and  invokes  the  tran- 
scendent if  soiled,  principles 
of  American  democracy.  - 
For  years  now.  Marsalis 
has  been  touted  as  foe  next 
tmmpet  king,  an  accolade 
disputed  by  the  enemies  he 
has  made  through  his  prose- 


evening  demonstrated,  as  be 
stamped  and  damped  the 
beat  focusing  ah  conducting 
rather  than -playing,  is  that  he 
is  making  his  greatest  contri- 
bution as  a writer  and 
arranger. 

Compared  with  Duke  EF 
lington.  he  is  not  an  instinctive 
melodist  But  his  sense . of; 


_ Tightly  disciplined  ensem- 
Me  piaying,  rather  Item  solo- 
ing, provided  the  focal  point  of 
roost  of  the  dahbe-hke  move-  - 
ments.  Cassandra  Wilson  has 
never  spunded^better,  while- 
Jon  Hendricks  was  in  buoyant 
form  in  his  dual  roles  as  a 
slave buyer  arid  as  Juba, 
dispenser  of  folk  wisdom. 

Marsalis'S  text  does  not 
always  avoid  bathos,  and 
some  of  foe  dramatic  clarity  is 
saerfoeed  m a meandering 
finale.  -A'  good  45  minutes 
could  have  been  cut  from  the 


structure,  intense  -rfaythmKu.=swxrk  as  a whole.  But  it  is -a 
drive  and  juggling  of  rime. . measure  of  the  piece’s  stature 
signatures  are  ample  compel  thai-it  still  sweeps- us  along  in 
safions.  drawing  superlative  - the  torrent  of  history, 
performances  from  his  Lin--  - - --  - __ 

arfn  Center  Jazz  Orifoestra.  . CLIVE  DAVIS 
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ART  GALLERIES  THEATRES 


P ARSON  GALLERY  19  Mar-18  Apr 
Theodcre  Roussel  PaWing6 
Drcmtngaftrail  MofcorribSlSWi 
0171  235  8144 


ALDWYCH  0171 416  6007/  420  0000 
(24ta^io  dkg  fee) 

Groups  0171 4166075 
HCHAEL  ALEC 

GAMBON  McCOWBI 


CO 

01713691731^1713444444 


'-ri  i •;  1 1 i/'/l* 


OPERA  & BALLET 


cousani 0171 632  B300  (Ms) 


TOM  & CLEM 
a raw  play  by 

STB’HEN  CHMCHE1T 
DsedBdby 


Daly  Mai 

"A  great  SgM  oMna^neBon'1 
CWyTetagraffii 
Rob  Morrow  ta 


DUCtESS  BOfcC  0171  494  5075 
(nobkgfee)  CC0I71 344  4444/ 
430  0000  (t*g  tee) 

Royal  SWcospowe  Company 


Tom  a oo 

ORPHEUS  AND  EUHYDICE 
Tumor  630  MADAM  BUTTBffLY 


Rad  fifca  fiavs  tan  S Apr 
Opens  14  Apdl  al  7XQxn 
EV89  730.  Wert  & Sal  mate  3 


ROYAL  OPB1A  HOUSE  Of  71 304 
4000  tor  Sw  OlfbB  & Standby  life 
Tickets  antobfe  on  fin  day 
The  Royal  Opera 
Ton\  Mwi  5 00 


ALDWYCH  01 71  4166003.  ccbln 
to  344  4444  Ops  0800  614  903 
01ANABGG  DAVtDSUCHET 
taHMAHDALBEEa 
WHO^  AFRAID  OF 
VRGDUAWOOIF 


Arenonto  rejoice”  Tines 
”ENTW»IUNG"SW 

“BtazteglyAfli»"FT 

Ttae  Out  Crises'  Choke 
LwefiwOeam 
Mon-Sd  8pm,  Ihrmat  2pm. 
Sal  mat  5pm 

Unfitad  lunbor  tfcfceta 
«whMntt»5l)4Ba» 


ByPsteWMan 

"A  to#  story,  accuYocm  liaiB  end 
a moral  filler  ONE  OFTHE  BEST 
NEW  PLAYS  TTERSC  HAS 
PRODUCED'  S-Ttans 
FROM  1 0 APWL 13  WffiG  ONLY 


HAYMARKET  930  8800  (no  t*g  fee) 
344  4444/420  0000(Hitlfakg  fee) 
Mon-Sat  7.45fm  Mats  Ttai  & Sat  3pm 

JESSICA  LANGE 

“MAGimcmr'rtato 
TOBY  MOGS4 

STH’HEMS  STUBBS 

Tennessee  WWtons’ 
ASIHEICARNAMEDOESRE 
SOLD  OUT  - QUEUE  FOR  RETURNS 


LYCEUM  cc 0171  656  1806 
0990  500  800/344  4444/430  0000  03 
fee)  Ops  416  6078 
TIMF0CE& 

ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBER'S 


JESUS  CHRIST 


FRCM  TUE  FOR  10  WSS  ONLY 


DUCHESS  BOfcC  0171 494  5075  (no 
Mg  to)  cc  01 7T  344  4444/420  0000 
{Mthttgtae) 


MAUREEN  URBAN 


CLASSIC  CONBJY 

LADY  WINDERMERE'S  FAN 

ALL  SEATS  £BJ»  TUE  25  MAR 
2631  MA/? -2  FOR  FREE  OF  1 
OPENS  1 APRILAT7FM 


OLD  VIC  0171  9287616 
2-Shk:  420  0000  (no  t*g  tea) 

The  Peter  Hall  Company 

12  Plays  ki  Repertory 
7dBysamoA 
WASTE 

ty  Harley  GnamSto  Barker 
“A  terrific  pradueBon  of  a 
Hwrvritoaaly  rich  plqr.  Haf« 
new  leghnaoeoWnT  have  got 
off  to*  better  start"  Did 
Tcmorrt  730pm 


j ‘bltf  jtfri 

mil 

VICTORIA  PALACE  BO  Sec  (no 
fe^  0171  ©4 1317  cc  (tag  fed  0171 
3444444/312 1998/4200000 
■ Groups  01 71 3121995 

/D171 436 5588  fr»  to) 


LAURENCE  DUMB?  A WARDS 
"REM.  POWEB  A PASSION 
AKOCKBimTER”  D.  Tal 
"A  BIG  MAGNIFICENT  EPIC 
MUSICAL  AGREATEVBONG 
OUTS.  Times 


MART5N  GUERRE 


Or  by  Hound  Dautes 
“A  MAJOR  THEATTICAL  EVENT  W 
Mon-Sat  7.15pm  SM  Mat  2.15pm 


CWTBUON  369 1737/3444444 
BEST  COMEDY 
Laurence  Olwr  team  Nominee 


.'.j  ■ - l ’J  l*. 


rl  a il  •;«  :h  ija : f.i  a :•«  v n : 


THEATRES 


APOLLO  VICTORIA  CC  0171  416 
6055  CC  24)130171 344  444W71 
420  0000  Qrps  4166075/413  3321 

Andrew  Uoyd  Webber's 


COMPANY  ia 


LIVE  & KIDDING 

*ta  noMtop  entartakimenL- 
wmomVF.T. 
“wytorniy-Arforw 
Eves  Bpm  Mats  Sat  3pn 
LMrm  SEASON- 5 APWL 


ADELPH1 

ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBERtl 


SUNSET 


TW  FASTEST 

l nM  ||  i 

My 

0250 

SHAKESPEARE  (abridged) 

Al  37  Hays  ta  97  Mutes 
Tffiarta*"  Timas 
Mats  Du  N 3,  Sat  a(5 

Sui  N 4,  Eves  st  ton 

THE  COMPLETE  WSTORY  OF 
AIKJOCA  (abridged) 

Tmd^ralton 


PETUU  CLARK 

24KR  CDEDTT  CARD  BOOKINGS 
CALL  344 OOSifekg  fed 
GRP  BOOWNG  413  3302  (bkg  tee) 
NotootoofeetorAdelDH 
BaxOHceCaaers 

RecafaedrtofiRajm0l7l3798884 
MorhSat745MasThjrSSaH00 
MUST  CLOSE  STH  APRS. 


APOLLO  Jdicc  0171 4945070. 
CC  0171 344  4444  (ttgfe^ 
0rp3  0171 4945454 


BENHJ0FS 

POPCORN 

Nowfietomg 


DOMINION  01 71 656 1BS9D990 
2D402W420  0000  (»g  fee)  Grps  416 
6098072 1997/0600 6149CG 

Tto  Magic  comas  aHwe  on  Mage 
DISNEY^ 


HBl  MAJESTY^  2*r  494  5400 
(ttg  fee)  CC  344  4444/420  0000  (fee) 
Ops  484  5454/4)3  3371/436  5688 
AIOREW  LLOYD  WEBBBTS 
AWARD  WMWG  MUSICAL 


LYRIC  Shaftestury  An  017T  484 
5045  (no  tkg  tae)644  4444  fe^ 
Prwta*fi(rom3Apr  Opens  8 Apr 
Eves  7.45.  Wed  S S3  mats  3pm 

SIAN  PHILLIPS 

as  PAll  GSRS' 


THE  PHANTOM  OP 
THE  OPERA 


DredBd  by  SEAN  MATHIAS 


SAVOY  DQta  01 71 836 8888  CC  420 
‘ 0000  (no  big  to)  Op®  420  (BOO 

“Wffly.beafitol, 

oompeBng  atuff”  F.T.  . 

mm  callow  - 

THE  IMPORTANCE  OF 


■996  CUVIER  AWARDS 

' BIST  MUSICAL 


WiH  BfBAN  CONLEY 

“A  RESOUNDING  HTT 

&»Tu®toSai730.Mata»fed& 


DirededtiyHmaLDPHNCe 
HOW  BKG  TO  DEC  97 
b®  7.45  Mats  Wed &Sa(3.0a 
to  Bat  Olfica  daflv  ferrefums 


Toadwftoer 
OnBFfTAKMENre 
Tal' 0171 6306222 
arise  0171 481 9313 


PALACE  THEATRE  0171-434  0909 

THE  WORUyS  MOST  POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

LESMISERABLSS 

NOW  IN  ITS  T2TH 


STMARTDfSOITI  838.1443 Ete 
8.  Tub  245,  SN  5 & 8. 


0CRGYTO  ELECTRIFY  A 
CITY.-  D MM 


AGAfflAfflfflSnffS-- 

THB  MOUSETRAP 

YEAR 


STHAMJ  THEATRE  BCK  OB &cc 


ToaOretisaVi 
T*  0171 6006222 

_grtazQl71«i 


ToadWBSBta 
S^TIRTWABYTS 
Tek  0171 6806222 
Offer  0171 481 9313 


BEAOTY  AND  THE  BEAST 


1,  3 Vi 


fins  bon  Air  27  now 


GAIBTICfCtfm  4S4  5085312 1990 
too  ttg  fee)  QoupeQT7i  4945454 

WHBOF 
19  MAJOR  AWARDS 
Tha  Royal  NafioBriThaMra 
Piodnqlun 

PIP  SUZANIE 

DQNAGHY  BBTHSH 


LABATTS  APOLLO,  0171 416 
605QH20  000CV344  4444  0ee)  416 
. 6075/436  S88  (grps,  fee) 

CUFF  RICHARD 

h 


ALBEHY  THEATRE  60  Sec  01 71 
■ 36B 1730  (*3444444. 312  5068  (No 

fees)  Ops  413  3321 . 312  5069. 436 
558a  Plmaw  from  14  Ant 
Opera  17  Apri 


UA  Monster  «T  Dlfinor 

Morvsa  7 30pm  Wed  & sa  ma  apm 


DANNY  FROM  7 APRIL 


DRURY LANE THEATRE  ROYAL 
SS  cc  (Bkg  fee)  24hr  7 days0171 494 
5000/344  4444/420  0000  Ops  484 
564/413  331 1012  6000 


JBftiedfey's 

AN  INSPECTOR  CALLS 


r: 


MISS  SAIGON 

“THE  CLASSIC  LOVE  STORY 
OFOURTWE" 
ns 


'THRUiMGL-MUSTBE  Sm(“ 
□Maj 

“TWO  HOURS  OF 
BfTHRALtMG,  VISUALLY 
STUNNING  TOAMAro  Tel 
Mcn-Fri  7.45,  Set  5.00  4 &15. 


LOK30N  PALLADIUM  BQCC 
0171 494  5020344  4444  (El  IW  gav 
di^  420  0000  Ops  0171 494  564 
ROBBTTUNDSAY 
BEST  ACTOR  IN  A MUSICAL 
Lameoce  Ohrier  Awards 
-BOeSTT  LMJSAY-S  FAGW  IS 
HILL  OF  CHARM,  WARMTH  & 
GLffiU.CRM«ALiTY. 

HesAHooraE* 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  BO  0171 
928  2ffi£  Grps  01 71 620  0741;  24* 
cc  Mg  to  0171  42OO000. 

Please  aftm  odra  jouney/pafidng 
ftne  because  oi  major  nadHals. 
OLIVER  Toni  7.15,  Tom  2.00  8 
715  GUYS  AND  DOLLS  Mudc 
andlyTtetyFraALoasaer.  Book  by 
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■ POP3 

California’s  Cake 
offer  an  appealing 
mix  of  the  odd  and 
the  diverse  on 
their  latest  album, 
Fashion  Nugget . . . 


■ POP4 

. . . but  Lisa 
Stansfield,  for 
all  her  seductive 
charm,  merely 
treads  water 
on  her  new  album 


THE! 
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They  sound  as  if 
they  come  from 
somewhere  hot  but 
Santa  Cruz  are 
actually  the  hottest 
thing  in  Bristol 


■ POP6 

Hey,  hey,  we’re 
the  wrinklies: 
the  reconstituted 
Monkees  offer  a 
dispiriting  night 
at  Wembley  Arena 


The  new  buzz  on  the  street  is 


Cake 


) j*OP  ALBUMS:  David  Sinclair  unearths 
another  American  band  in  the  Beck,  Eels, 
kind  of  quirky  and  rather  fab  mould 


CAKE 

Fashion  Nugget 
(Capricorn/Mercury  532  867 
£11.99) 

HOT  on  the  heels  of  Beck  and  the 
Eel  s.  Cake  is  the  latest  act  to  offer  a 
welcome  alternative  to  “alterna- 
tive^ American  rock.  Rejecting  the 
stifling  conformity  that  has  beset 
that  misnamed  genre  since  grunge 
fizzled  out,  die  five-piece  group 
from  Sacramento  have  adopted  a 
more  open-ended  and  offbeat  ap- 
proach and  been  rewarded  by 
seeing  their  second  album.  Fashion 
Nugget,  continuing  to  hover  just 
outside  the  American  Top  50,  six 
months  after  its  release  in  that 
country. 

Now  rt  is  our  turn  to  savour  the 
various  ingredients  which  make 
Cake’s  musical  recipe  so  appealing- 
ly different.  While  incorporating 
fashionable  elements  of  hip  hop 
and  rap.  a la  the  Red  Hot  Chiii 
Peppers,  they  nevertheless  apply  a 
quaintly  old-fashioned  approach  to 
their  songwriting. 

But  their  unique  touch  of  genius 
is  in  integrating  the  sound  of 
mariachi  trumpeter  Vince  DiHcre. 
His  flourishes  lend  a delightfully 
unexpected  touch  to  numbers  in- 
cluding the  superb  hit  single.  The 
Distance,  and  Frank  Sinatra, 
where  it  sounds  for  a moment  as  if 
Herb  Alpert  has  wandered  into  an 
Elvis  Costello  session. 

Their  choice  of  cover  versions  is 
similarly  unpredictable:  a forth- 
right reappraisal  of  the  old  Gloria 
Gaynor  anthem.  I Will  Survive  and 
Willie  Nelson’s  gently  ironic  Sad 
Songs  and  Waltzes.  Meanwhile, 
an  alert  if  somewhat  warped  sense 
of  humour  is  threaded  through  the 
lyrics  of  their  own  numbers,  rang- 
ing from  the  country-flavoured 
She'll  Come  Back  to  Me  to  the 
stream-ofconsriousness  funk  of 
Race  Car  Ya-Yas. 

Odd  and  diverse  in  both  its 
influences  and  reach.  Fashion 
Nugget  is  the  kind  of  album  you 
could  ponder  to  the  point  of 
meaninglessness.  Better  simply  to 
enjoy  its  cranky  yet  utterly  modem 
charm  for  ail  it  is  worth. 


Compact  discs  reviewed  in 
The  Times  can  be  ordered 
from  the  Times  Music  Shop 
on  0345-023  498 


LISA  STANSFIELD 
Lisa  Stansfield 

(Arista/BMG  74321458512  £14.49) 
STUNG,  no  doubt,  by  the  compar- 
atively poor  sales  of  her  lacklustre 
1993  album.  So’  Natural,  and 
mindful  of  the  subsequent  rise  of 
Brit-soul  stars  such  as  Gabrielle 
and  Dina  Carroll,  Lisa  Stansfield 
has  taken  great  pains  to  ensure  that 
her  fourth  album  is  up  to  scratch. 

Her  long-time  partner  Ian 
Devaney  this  time  shares  the 
production  credits  with  Peter 
Mokran.  whose  previous  experi- 
ence with  R Kelly,  Michael  Jack- 
son,  Toni  Braxton  and  others 
ensures  that  the  album  is  graced 
with  an  authentic-sounding  Ameri- 
can R&B  gloss.  A selection  of 
tightly  scripted  )ove/retation.ship 
songs,  including  a cover  of  Barry 
White’s  Never  Never  Gonna  Give 
You  Up  and  an  ultra-commercial 
Diane  Warren  song,  I Cried  My 
Last  Tear  Last  Night , is  carefully 
tailored  to  Stansfield’s  sultry 
vocals.  And  there  is  the  lucky,  last- 
minute  bonus  of  People  Hold  On 
(Bootleg  Mix),  a hit  out  of  the  blue 
for  heraf  the  start  of  the  year.  It  is  a 
seductive  package  that  can  hardly 
fail,  but  which  offers  nothing  to 
broaden  her  range  or  to  challenge 
the  most  obvious  of  expectations. 

BEE  GEES 
Still  Waters 
(Pblydor  537  302  E 13.99) 

THE  magic  of  the  Brit  Awards  was 
confirmed  when  the  nation  awoke 
last  week  to  find  two  Bee  Gees 
albums  in  the  Top  10.  Still  Waters, 
which  joins  a greatest  hits  collec- 
tion in  the  chart,  is  the  latest 
offering  from  the  Gibb  brothers 
who,  having  been  laughably  un- 
fashionable even  at  the  height  of 
their  fame,  are  now  impervious  to 
the  shifting  sands  of  popular  taste. 

Still  singing  of  fevered  emotions 
and  tortured  imaginings  in  falsetto 
tones  that  range  from  a quivering 
bedside  whisper  to  a noise  resem- 
bling the  alarmed  bleating  of 
sheep,  they  stamp  their  unmistak- 
able mark  an  numbers  ranging 
from  the  slick  / Surrender  to  the 
saccharine  1 Will.  The  new  medal- 
lion man  lyrics  are  excruciating  — 
“I'm  in  love  with  the  child  inside.” 
they  sing  in  Obsessions  — but 
otherwise  it  is  an  album  written 
and  performed  to  the  usual  exact- 
ing. if  hardly  exciting,  standards. 
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Cake  — (from  left)  John  McCrea.  Todd  Roper.  Greg  Brown,  Vince  Diflore,  Victor  Damian!  — the  latest  and  very  welcome  alternative  to  “alternative”  American  rock 


CHUCK  PROPHET 

Homemade  Blood 
(Cooking  Vinyl  COOK  114  £14.99) 
WHILE  new  acts,  such  as  Wilco. 
are  rightly  acclaimed  as  saviours  of 
American  mors  music  it  seems 
thai  Chuck  Prophet,  a no  less 
talented  performer  with  similarly 
traditional  instincts,  remains  forev- 
er burdened  with  the  curse  of  bad 
timing. 

Homemade  Blood  is  the  fourth 
album  of  a solo  career  that  has 


proceeded  in  fits  and  starts  since 
before  the  dissolution  of  Prophet’s 
former  band.  Green  On  Red.  in 
1991.  A collection  of  lovingly 
crafted,  rough-edged  songs, 
steeped  in  an  earthy  cocktail  of 
country,  blues  and  Rolling  Sfones- 
ish  rock'n'roll  influences,  it  is  a 
brilliant  record  of  its  kind  that 
deserves  far  wider  attention  than 
irs  limited  marketing  budget  and 
unfortunate  title  will  enable  it  to 
receive. 


Great  tunes,  such  as  the  Dylan- 
esque  title  track,  rub  shoulders 
with  soulful  lyrics  and  adventurous 
but  never  overheated  guitar  solos, 
as  on  the  scruffy  Ooh  Wee.  which 
canters  to  a mighty  finale  with  the 
help  of  a striding  riff  borrowed 
from  Jimi  Hendrix's  Hey  Joe. 

An  album  surrounded  by  no 
great  expectations  or  hype.  Home- 
made Blood  is  pruned  instead  by 
pure  spirit  and  plenty  of  old- 
fashioned  heart. 
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Spice Spice  Girts  (Virgin) 

Sift  Waters Bee  Gees  ( Polydor ) 

Pop - _U2  (Island) 
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Everything  Must  Go Manic  Street  Preachers  (Epic) 

Ocean  Drive Ughthouse  Family  (Wild  Card) 

Tragic  Kingdom No  Doubt  (Interscooe) 

Very  Best  of. ... Bee  Gees  (Polydor) 

B-Sides,  Seasides  & Freerides Ocean  Colour  Scene  (MCA) 

K. — Kula  Shaker  (Columbia) 
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Look  what  Santa’s 
got  you  for  Easter 

If  you’re  from  Bristol,  and  your  songs  are  influenced 
by  ghosts,  then  why  not  call  yourselves  Santa  Cruz? 


CONCERTS:  Band  that  never  really  was  makes  a comeback  that  isn’t;  change  of  formula  is  a hit 


You  imagine  it  would 
be  desolate,  this  place 
where  Santa  Cruz 
learnt  to  shiver,  aril  and 
break.  On  hearing  them  for 
the  first  time,  and  knowing 
nothing  about  them,  you 
figure  they  five  in  a shack  in 
Spit  Junction.  Australia, 
playing  plangent  songs  to 
uncomprehending  locals  in 
shabby  bars.  Or  maybe 
they’re  from  the  wide,  broil- 
ing Californian  deserts,  four 
friends  huddled  around  a 
radio,  picking  up  John  Fed 
cm  a long-wave  radio,  and 
drinking  in  craddy.  static- 
ridden  harmonies  like  water. 

But  then,  this  rending 
emptiness  could  equally  be 
down  to  living  on  the  edge  of 
a broken  city,  taking  bus 
rides  that  take  you  past 
burnt-out  shops  and  crum- 
bling churches,  neglected 
neighbourhoods  and  waste- 
land parks.  The  scary 
of  Boston;  the  high-rise  parts 
of  the  West  Coast  where  the 
Byrds’  vocals  still  echo . . - 
But  no.  All  wrong.  They’re 
a skateboard  shop  assistant 
a typesetter,  a mental-health 
worker  and  a bank  clerk 
from  Bristol.  They  believe  m 
being  polite  and  being  wast- 
ed. being  deep  and  being 
pop;  and  they’re  rigorously 
self-educated  in  Being  Hot 
But  Playing  It  Cool 
Santa  Cruz  were  five  years 
in  die  planning;  they  knew 
the  label  and  producer  they 
wanted  before  they  wrote  a 

note,  and  their  record  ca- 
tion is  the  sum  total  of  20th- 
century  pop  genius  - John 
lee  Hooker.  My  Bloody 

Valentine.  Nick  DrakeJ>im 
Records*  roster,  the  Beach 

^And.  on  top  of  all 
their  debut  single  is  the  most 

self-assured  declaration  ot 

intent  since  die  week  m 
Stone  Roses  a)  did  some- 


thing. and  b)  it  was  good. 
Thirty  Degrees  Below  is  the 
sound  of  someone  holding 
on  to  their  sanity  by  a thread, 
all  breaking  harmonies, 
stick-the-kitchen-sink-in 
chord  changes  and  a desper- 
ate sense  of  claustrophobia. 

“Well,  the  place  in  which 
we  write  and  rehearse  is 
rather  isolated,”  Miehele 
Schillace,  the  drummer,  ex- 
plains. “Scott  Haigh-Jerrold, 
the  lead  singer’s,  mum  owns 
a pub  on  Spike  Island:  it’s  a 


CAITLIN 

MORAN 

patch  of  flat  mud  and  grass 
in  the  middle  of  the  Severn 
Estuary.  Spike  Island  is  the 
last  place  in  Britain  to  carry 
out  public  execution*  — the 
executioner  used  to  Jive  in 
the  basement  of  the  pub.  And 
there’s  a very  odd  vibe  there. 
Sometimes,  when  it's  still 
and  quiet,  you  can  hear 
someone  moving  around." 

“Yeah,  the  last  time  l 
stayed  there."  Peter  Sullivan, 
the"  guitarist,  say*.  ~l  was  in 
bed  and  I could  feel  these 
claw-like  hands  moving  all 
over  my  legs.  I wasn’t  really 
scared,  though.  Whoever  s 
there  isn’t  evil,  just  a hit  lost. 

Loss  seems  i"  I*1  :1  b,S 
thread  running  through 
thehr  album,  tn  be  called  Way 
Out,  due  for  release  later  in 
the  year  but  already  shaping 
up  to  be  one  of  ifm*  P 
tcKleath  summer  albums. 
These  uneasy  melodies 


sweetly  straddle  the  blaze  of 
summer  sun  and  the  damp 
musk  of  evening.  Each  grasp 
at  joy  leaves  Santa  Cruz’s 
hands  hloodied  and  torn  but. 
equally,  every  painful 
thought  has  the  memory  of 
happier  times.  Forever 
sounds  like  the  Go-Betweens 
locked  in  a cage,  being  told  of 
all  the  horror  in  the  world  by 
Tricky,  whereas  Rocket 
Man  is  an  almost  hippy  ode 
to  the  joy  of  walking  barefoot 
in  summer,  undercut  by  a 
guitar-line  that  squeals  like 
one  of  John  Squire’s  before 
dipping  inti'  doubt 

It’s  a mesmerising  balanc- 
ing act.  redolent  of  Crowded 
House’s  greatest  moments 
and  facilitated  by  the  razor- 
sharp  ache  of  Haigh- 
Jerrold  *s  vuiee.  The  fact  that 
he  could  be  gnod-ltiuking  for 
England  wont  harm  them  a 
bit  either 

So  how  does  a band  this 
disparate  anJ  desperate  get 
together9  Did  they  ail  hook 
up  at  Melancholias  Anony- 
mous? Maybe  messages  in 
bottles  that  washed  up  at  the 
feet  of  the  right  people?  Or 
possibly  a series  of  chance 
meetings  in  a local 
churchyard? 

"No."  Geoff  Gorton  llxiss) 
says.  "We  were  in  a dndgy 
indie  dub  in  Bristol  and  ) 
saw  this  lovely  girl  with 
glossy  hair  sirring  on  a 
bars  tool.  As  I was  very 
drunk.  I went  over  ro  intro- 
duce myself,  ami  was  rather 
shocked  in  Rod  the  glossy 
hair  was  attached  to  a fella. 
Scott.  I was  so  surprised  I 
asked  him  to  join  the  hand.  It 
was  happy  coincidence.’’ 

Or  rather,  a happy-yet- 
know’i  ng-that -all-happi  ness- 
is-transient-and-an-illusion 
coincidence. 

• Thirty  Degree*  ftriuw  i-  re- 
loaded  by  Ah  A ticavds  on 

Monday 


IN  A decade  which  has  wit- 
nessed such  unlikely  reunions 
as  those  of  the  Velvet  Under- 
ground and  the  Sex  Pistols, 
you  cati  hardly  blame  the 
Monkees  for  gening  tack 
together  again.  Unlike  those 
other  acts,  the  Monkees  have 
no  artistic  credibility  or  his- 
torical reputation  to  “betray”. 
They  were  a made-up  group  in 
the  first  place,  a pure,  Satur- 
day fea-time  entertainment 
phenomenon  with  a cultural 
significance  roughly  on  a par 
with  that  of  Sooty  and  Sweep. 

But  that  hardly  excuses  the 
many  moments  of  toe-curling 
embarrassment  and  intermit- 
tent stretches  of  boredom  that 
were  generated  by  much  of 
this  show.  It  started  with  a 
near  “magical”  flourish  as  the 
four  men  appeared,  seemingly 
out  of  thin  air.  in  a shower  of 
sparks.  Dressed  in  blue 
crushed  velvet  suits,  Davy 
Jones,  51.  Michael  Nesmith, 


Last  train  to  nowhere 


54,  Micky  Dolenz,  52  and 
Peter  Tork.  53.  picked  up  their 
instruments  and  launched 
into  Last  Train  to  Clarksville. 
It  sounded  surprisingly  good, 
and  for  the  first  half  of  the 
show  they  played  and  sang 
entirely  unaided,  pointedly 
dispelling  one  of  the  most 
tenacious  myths,  that  th^y 
never  really  mastered  their 
instruments. 

The  inane  vaudevillian  an- 
tics of  Alternative  Title  raised 
a smile  here  and  there,  and  a 
huge  cheer  went  up  when  they 
played  I’m  A Believer  which, 
along  with  Daydream  Believ- 
er, was  clearly  the  song  most 
people  had  come  to  hear.  But 
the  set  included  too  many 
unfamiliar  numbers,  both  old 
and  new. 


The  Monkees 

Wembley  Arena 


Things  started  to  go  serious- 
ly awry  when  the  session 
musicans  were  smuggled  on 
and  the  individual  members 
started  doing  their  party 
pieces.  Nesmith  provided  an 
achingly  dull  reading  of  his 
only  solo  hit.  Rio.  and  Tork 
weighed  in  with  a pub-rock 


version  of  Lucille.  Dolenz 
offered  a numbingly  dreadful 
rendition  of  the  torch  song 
Since  I Fell  For  You  before  the 
diminutive  Jones  leapt  in  with 
a cabaret  song-and-dance  rou- 
tine that  made  Ernie  Wise 
look  like  Fred  Astaire. 

The  mood  of  desperately 
forced  frivolity  escalated 
throughout  the  second  half  of 
the  set,  which  was  intercut 
with  clips  from  the  new 
Monkees  TV  series,  and  it 


became  painfully  apparent 
that  gags  and  routines  which 
might  be  carefree,  ephemeral 
fun  in  the  hands  of  a fresh- 
faced  gang  of  youths  quickly 
lapse  into  naff  self-parody 
when  the  participants  are 
clearly  of  an  age  to  know 
better. 

The  perfunctory  encores  of 
(I'm  Not  Your)  Steppin'  Stone 
and  Pleasant  Valley  Sunday 
partly  redeemed  the  situation, 
but  the  real  sadness  was  that 
whatever  die  aesthetic  consid- 
erations. the  show  as  a whole 
had  failed  to  entertain. 

David  Sinclair 


South  rises  again 


LAST  autumn,  anyone  who 
predicted  that  Texas  would 
have  a chart-topping  album 
early  in  1997  would  have  been 
laughed  at.  The  Glasgow  rock 
outfit  had  been  a hot  ticket  in 
I9SM.  but  their  return  to  com- 
mercial favour  seemed  only 
slightly  more  likely  than  one 
by  their  contemporaries  Then 
Jericu  nr  Living  In  A Box. 

The  speedy  renewal  of  their 
pop  credentials  has  everything 
to  do  with  powerful  music  and 
little  to  dn  with  the  whims  of 
fashion,  even  if  lead  singer 
Sharieeu  Spireri  is  now  all 
over  the  style  sheets.  Pop  js  the 
key  word,  too,  as  Texas  have 
moved  from  their  traditional 
American  rock  habitat  to  a 
modern  sou  1 environment. 
Such  a ploy  produced  instant 
results  when  Say  What  You 
Want  became  their  biggest 
ever  single  in  January,  teeing 
up  the  Nu  I album  White  on 
Blonde. 

The  comeback  hit,  delivered 
Towards  the  end  of  an  efficient 
hut  rarely  inspiring  London 
show,  had  new  and  original 
fans  swaying  and  singing  with 
its  clever  and  cheeky  appropri- 
ation uf  a hook  from  Marvin 
Caye\  Sexual  Healing.  One 


Texas 

Empire,  W12 


of  its  partners  on  the  new 
album.  Black  Eyed  Boy, 
lacked  some  of  the  muscle  of 
the  recorded  version,  but  was 
still  a topically  Tamla  update 
of  traditional  soul  stylings. 

Spiieri  was  sure-voiced 
throughout,  but  while  the 
group's  on-stage  polity  of 
more  songs  and  less  frippery 
is  admirable,  it  can  make  for  a 
bread-and-butter  viewing  ex- 
perience. the  only  real  varia- 
tion coming  when  she  played 
an  encore,  solo  at  the  organ,  of 
Al  Green's  Tired  of  Being 
Alone. 

Although  their  inspiration 
may  have  moved  from  the 
Lorie  Star  State  of  their  name 
to  a Detroit  address,  they 
brought  some  of  their  old 
baggage,  such  as  Everyday 
Now  and  So-Called  Friend. 
Their  first  hit.  / Don't  Want  A 
Laver  was  noticeably  de- 
twanged,  Ally  McEra  line's 
guitar  touches  taking  it  closer 
to  funk  territory. 

Paul  Sexton 


A new  dimensionin  choral  sound  for  times  of  quiet  and  contemplation 

An  album  of  exquisite  choral  musk  • ; 
chosen  from  centuries  of  great  spiritual, 
music  including  the  heart-stopping 
• Spem  in  alium  by  Tallis  and  many  other 

. . : . discoveries  and  gems. 


AS  ADVERTISED 
ON'  CIA5S1C  FM 


A musical  oasis  of  peace  in  a troubled  world 
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EDUCATION 


What  if  your 
son  does 
not  shine? 


Hugh  Thompson  on  boys  who  fail 
to  achieve  at  independent  schools 


There  is  nothing  more 
exasperating  than  the 
child  with  academic 
ability  and  promise  who 
decides  to  settle  for  mediocre 
A levels  rather  than  going 
for  the  keys  to  the  best 
university  places. 

Although  no  one  argues 
that  every  teenage  girl  takes 
to  A levels  like  a duck  to 
water,  beys  seem  to  fall 
behind  in  the  A-level  race. 
Even  selective  independent 
schools,  with  all  the  motiva- 
tional support  and  push  at 
their  disposal,  report  that 
between  5 and  10  per  cent  of 
their  sixth  form  could  and 
should  be  doing  better. 

Several  reasons  are  put 
forward:  immaturity,  which 
leads  to  lack  of  focus:  school 
being  seen  as  irrelevant; 
keeping  street  erred  by  not 
trying  and  there-  ^ ^ — 
fore  having  an 
excuse  for  failing. 

Some  boys 
with  successful 
parents  can  feel 
inferior  if  they 
struggle  aca- 
demically. And  it 
has  been  suggest- 
ed that  the  modu- 
lar system  of 
doing  A levels 
takes  some  of  the 

brighter  boys’  

eyes  off  the  hall 
as  they  go  in  for  the  final 
months.  “It  is  important  in 
these  cases  that  the  young 
man  owns  the  decision  to  get 
back  into  his  studies,*'  says 
Hugh  Carson,  the  head  of 
Malvern  College.  “Career 
counselling  is  often  the  key. 
If  they  can  start  to  focus  on 
what  they  want  to  do  and 
what  qualifications  they 
need,  they  can  start  seeing 
the  point  of  working. 

“There  are.  of  course, 
those  who  develop  too  late  to 
settle  down  for  their  A levels, 
and  many  of  those  go  on  to 
achieve  amazing  things. 
Bowing  to  the  power  of 
reward  and  punishment  is 
not  the  answer;  there  has  to 
be  consent.’’ 

It  may  be  that  parents 
have  an  unrealistic  view  of 
their  child’s  capabilities  and 
their  expectations  are  demo- 
tivating. Many  young 
people  go  on  to  university 
only  to  drop  out.  Not  all 
children  are  high-flyers  and 
many  who  do  badly  at 
school  have  the  practical 
and  creative  qualities  to  do 
well  in  the  “real"  world. 

Many  entrepreneurs  are 
too  self-opinionated  and  in- 
dividualistic to  finish  or 
benefit  from  school.  Last 
year  in  a letter  to  The  Times 


Let  the 
school 
do  the 
nagging 
and 

threatening 


the  Headmaster  of  Ample- 
forth  College.  Leo  Cham- 
berlain, said:  “An  Abbot  of 
Ampleforth  was  once  asked 
what  happened  in  later  life 
to  the  denizens  of  the  bottom 
form.  He  replied  that  they 
generally  employed  the 
scholars." 

But  what  of  the  parents? 
Stephen  Roberts,  the  Head- 
master of  Felsted,  says:  “l 
think  there  should  be  a good 
guy/bad  guy  division  of 
roles.  Let  the  school  do  the 
nagging  and  threatening: 
home  must  always  be  a 
place  they  can  turn  to  and 
get  support.  At  sixth-form 
level,  punishments  such  as 
raking  away  sport  and  social 
facilities  are  more  effective 
than  giving  book  tokens  and 
house  points.  We  make  them 
realise  that  this  is  not  a 

holiday  camp. 

Close  attention 
and  counselling 
usually  works, 
but  there  is  al- 
ways a hard  core 
who  will  never 
see  the  light 
Most  of  the  prob- 
lems are  early  on 
in  the  course 
when  they  are 
least  mature." 

Of  course  dif- 
ferent schools 
have  different  se- 
criteria.  traditions 
and  are 


lection 

and  ambitions 
therefore  slightly  different. 
Manchester  Grammar 
School  prides  itself  on  its 
position  in  the  premier  divi- 
sion where  As  and  Bs  at  A 
level  are  the  norm.  It  is 
against  this  standard  that 
underachievement  is  relat- 
ed. As  elsewhere,  about  JO 
per  cent  of  the  boys  in  the 
sixth  form  will  have  to  be 
taken  to  one  side. 


S 


urmasfer  Neil  Shel- 
don says:  “Of  the  20  or 
30  out  of  a sixth  form 
of  200  who  we  feel  are  in 
danger  of  underperforming, 
only  two  or  three  will  seri- 
ously let  themselves  down  in 
the  end.  They  are  usually 
disaffected  with  the  school 
and  therefore  hard  to  reach. 
We  target  those  we  feel  are 
slipping  and  at  interview  it 
is  made  veiy  clear  that  ihey 
must  continue  to  work  hard 
and  aim  high. 

“We  appreciate  that  there 
are  unprecedented  distrac- 
tions — social  lives,  sport, 
sex,  part-time  jobs  — but  we 
get  the  message  across  that, 
especially  for  the  last  six 
months,  students  must  be 
blinkered;  they  must  concen- 
trate totally  on  the  exams." 


Labour’s  pledge  is 
more  power  to  the 


David  Blunkett 

outlines  his 
party’s  plans 
to  shake  up 
the  Education 
Department 


If  we  are  to  make  a real 
difference  in  our  education 
system,  we  must  have  a radical 
shift  in  policy  and  in  the  way 
that  government  operates.  This 
means  a shift  in  content  and  style  so 
that  we  have  an  enabling  approach 
which  supports  initiative  from  people 
on  the  ground. 

We  must  look  at  haw  government 
departments  operate,  the  services 
they  provide  and  how  they  respond  to 
the  public.  One  of  our  first  tasks  if 
elected  will  be  to  transform  the 
outlook,  culture  and  ethos  of  govern- 
ment departments  to  ensure  a dear 
focus  on  the  real  and  immediate 
needs  of  the  people  they  serve. 

In  the  Department  for  Education . 
and  Employment,  this  will  mean 
reviewing  how  effectively  dvil  ser- 
vants use  their  time  and  talents.  This 
week  we  indicated  that  the  depart- 
ment would  have  a minister  of 
Cabinet  rank  reporting  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  put  in  place  our  key 
employment  programmes.  This 
shows  the  important  status  which  the 
department  will  have  in  a Labour 
government 

Staff  at  all  levels  must  be  dear 
about  the  polides  they  are  being 
asked  to  implement  — but  they  must 
also  be  in  a position  to  influence 
derision-making.  We  know  that 
many  dvil  servants  joined  the  service 
because  of  their  commitment  to 
public  service,  and  those  who  should 
be  in  direct  contact  with  the  public  — 
in  schools,  colleges,  training  centres, 
jobcentres,  businesss  and  commerce 
— must  be  able  to  report  frankly  on 
what  is  working  and  what  is  not. 

Labour  is  proposing  to  develop  a 
Standards  and  Effectiveness  Unit 
and  database  within  the  department 
to  enable  best  practice  from  schools, 
Ofsted  and  LEAs  to  be  spread  quickly 
by  using  the  Internet  and  other 
media.  Those  who  gain  insights  from 
visiting  schools  or  attending  confer- 
ences will  be  able  to  make  a direcr 
input  Collecting  and  disseminating 
best  practice  will  be  central. 

Technology  can  also  ensure  a two- 
way  channel  of  communication  with 
parents,  pupils  and  students.  The 
possibilities  are  enormous. 

We  will  also  draw  in  those  from 
outside  with  the  right  skills  and 
experience  to  help  us  to  carry  through 
our  programme.  Senior  staff  — as 
politically  neutral  dvil  servants  — 
will  be  expected  to  speak  at,  and 
participate  in,  major  conferences. 
They  will  be  identifiable  and  identi- 
fied with  the  work  of  the  department. 

Every  dvil  servant  should  have  the 
opportunity  to  contribute.  Initiative 


PARENTS 

‘ We  must  also  look  at  ways 
of  extending  consultation  . 
' effectively  to  -those. who  use 
Our  education  services” 


TECHNOLOGY 

‘Technology  can 
also  ensure  a two-way 
channel  of  communication 
with  parents,  pupils 
and  students” 


those  ^ > 


should  be  acknowledged  and  reward- 
ed, with  civil  servants  encouraged  to 
identify  unnecessary  bureaucracy. 
Anyone  identifying  savings  by  elimi- 
nating unnecessary  tasks  should  be 
helped  to  reallocate  rheir  time  3nd 
gain  appropriate  new  skills.  We  must 
cut  the  avalanche  of  paper  issued  by 
the  department  and  agenries  every 
year.  We  want  to  reduce  red  tape  for 
those  carrying  out  policy'. 

The  department  should  practise 
what  it  preaches.  Investors  in  People 
should  be  the  norm  throughout,  with 
training  and  updating  of  stalls  avail- 
able in  a sensible  and'  planned  way. 

Communications  from  different 
directorates  and  agencies  musr  be  co- 
ordinated to  avoid  duplication  and 
overload,  and  targeted  to  the  appro- 
priate audience.  The  1995  efficiency 
scrutiny  into  the  administrative  bur- 
dens on  schools  was  a good  first  step 
in  this  direction.  I am  keen  to 
investigate  how  we  can  make  greater 
use  of  new  technology  in  this  area  — 
not  just  to  send  material  out  to 
schools,  but  to  give  them  the  opportu- 
nity to  respond. 


1 hope  we  can  cut  down  on  the 
plethora  of  professional  conferences 
held  each  year.  I would  like  to  see 
fewer,  more  successful  forums  for 
discussion  — constructive  working 
seminars  rather  than  empty  laikina- 
shops:  the  exchange  of  professional 
expertise  and  experience,  rather  than 
the  same  old  speakers  reciting  to  the 
same  old  audiences.  1 will  also'  review 
departmental  procedure?  to  cut  down 
on  the  number  of  meetings 
internally. 

Consultation  must  be  genu- 
ine. We  must  more  bey  ond 
the  farcical  consultation  ex- 
ercises thar  hare  been  the 
hallmark  of  this  Government:  sup- 
port for  the  flagship  measures  on 
extending  selection  and  the  un- 
planned expansion  of  schools  has 
been  around  3 per  cent.  Equally,  we 
must  also  look  at  ways  of  extending 
consultation  effectively  to  those  who 
use  our  education  services  as  well  as 
those  who  deliver  them.The  constant 
change  to  the  national  curriculum  — 
at  a cost  to  the  taxpayer  of  £744 


million  — before  Sir  Ron  Dearing 
sorted  it  out  is  a lesson  to  us  all-  The 
extension  of  the-  nursery’  voucher 
scheme  without  watting  to  evaluate 
the  pilots  has  been  followed  by 
genuine  concern  from  the  select 
committee  and  playgroups  about 
reduced  parental  choice.  This  refusal 
to  listen  to  the  people  on  the  ground 
runs  the  risk  of  leading  to  unwork- 
able policies. 

It  is  part  of  the  aiTOgance  of  a 
Government  which,  after  18  years, 
still  does  not  understand  that  it  works 
on  behalf  of  the  public  and  not  itself. 
This  is  why  we  need  an  “enabling 
government"  — putting  the  machin- 
ery of  government  behind  those 
people  on  the  ground  who  are  taking 
responsibility  For  their  own  lives  and 
initiating  their  own  effective  sol- 
utions. 

In  employment,  it  wifi  not  be 
government  which  creates  jobs,  but 
government  which  backs  those  who 
can  create  them.  This  is  why  we 
support  partnerships  with  private 
enterprise,  such  as  the  Glasgow  Wise 
group’s  intermediate  labour  maiteff 


. approach  to.  job  creation  and  enter- 
prise. The  development  of  pur  per- 
sonal job  accounts  — pilots  offering 
the  long-term ' unemployed  useful 
work,  education  or  support  in  starl- 
ing a business  — depends  on  break- 
ing down  barriers  between  gov- 
ernment agencies  and  departments 
and  directing  resources  to  the  needs 
of  the  individual. 

Our  proposals  will  demand  a great 
deal  of  imagination  from  all  , those 
involved  — and  much  change.  The 
department  has  already  been 
through  enormous  upheavals  with 
the  amalgamation  of  education  and 
employment.  It  is  our  intention  to 
amtimie_ffir.  process,  of  positive 
change  — to  . enable  dvil  servants  to 
do  their  job  better  fcy  being  more 
directly  connected  with  the  world 
beyond  Whitehall 

I am  convinced  thar  there  mil  be  a 
warm  welcome  from  civil  servants  to 
a reappraisal,  of  their  role:  facing 
outwards  and  relating  directly  to 
-parents,  students  and  teachers. 

• The  author  & Shadow  Education  and 
EmplaymentSecrytary.  . 


Stephen  Gardiner  on  a pioneering  school  that  encourages  pupils  to  study  architecture 


At  Brandlehow  School  in 
Putney,  west  London, 
an  exciting  educational 
idea  is  being  explored.  Imagi- 
native proposals  for  the  play- 
ground have  been  produced, 
mainly  by  seven  and  eight- 
year-olds  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  Sue  W inn,  the  deputy 
head,  and  with  input  from  the 
architectural  partnership. 
Arch  Ed. 

It  was  a simple  and  very 
good  idea,  practical  as  well  as 
functional.  As  Sarah  Grove, 
the  head  teacher,  and  Ms 
Winn  saw  it,  here  was  a 
playground  that  was  a mere 
leftover  tarmacadam  space,  an 
adjunct  to  the  building  that 
partially  surrounds  it  on  three 
sides  and  a waste  of  an 
opportunity. 

This  was  a pity  for  another 
reason  — everything  else 
about  the  school  works  excep- 
tionally well. 

It  was  designed  by  the  late 
£mo  GoJdnnger,  a well- 
known  modem  architect  in  his 
day,  and  opened  in  1950. 
Brandlehow  was  recently  list- 
ed and  is  conspicuous  for  its 
generous  internal  planning, 
the  quality  of  its  detail,  large 
areas  of  glass  and  a combined 
feeling  of  strength  and  light- 
ness. This  is  catching.  Every- 
where there  is  a sense  of  a 
happy,  creative  community. 
The  imagination  of  the  child- 
ren runs  through  it  with  their 
stunning  decorations,  paint- 
ings, drawings  and  patterns. 
But  this  excellence  should 
catch  on  outside  as  well. 

While  there  was  much  else 
that  needed  attending  to.  they 
derided  to  focus  only  on  the 
playground  because  if  would 
make  an  excellent  project  for 
the  children. 

To  get  this  under  way,  Ms 
Grove  talked  to  heads  of  other 
schools  in  Wandsworth,  and 
through  them  heard  about  an 


Pupils  at  Brandlehow  School  plan  their  new  playground  in  a discussion  session 

Children  build 
for  the  future 


the  problem,  to  introduce 
them  to  the  design  process,  to 
the  use  of  a scale  as  a measure, 
and  to  the  presentation  of  the 
design  with  drawings,  per- 
spectives and  models. 

As  a basis  to  work  from,  and 
to  have  a picture  of  the  area 
involved,  Mr  Dark  and  Mr 
Horton  produced  a plan 
wltich  they  called  a “bird’s-eye 
view",  showing  the  outline  of 
the  playground,  the  school 
and  its  boundaries. 

There  were  photographs  of 
special  features  which  the 
children  had  to  locate  on  the 
plan;  and  a "brief",  the  list  of 
possible  activities  — anything 
from  games  to  gardening, 
nature  trails  and  mazes  — that 
might  be  induded.  Anything, 
in  feet,  to  stimulate  the  imagi- 
nation. 


educationally  orien rated 

group  called  ArchEd  run  by 
Rob  Dark  and  Ian  Horton, 
two  architects  who  have  been 
working  with  schoolchildren 
since  1992. 

Why  an  appreriarion  of 
architecture  has  not  been  in- 
duded in  the  curriculum 
alongside  art  has  remained  a 
mystery  for  a long  time.  Pic- 
tures of  period  buildings,  for 
example,  can  help  to  bring  a 
history  lesson  to  life. 

Such  is  not  ArchEd  *s  aim, 
but  rhat  is  not  to  say  it  wont 
happen  in  the  future  for  older 
children.  For  now,  as  illustrat- 
ed by  the  Brandlehow  experi- 
ment, Mr  Dark  and  Mr 
Horton  work  to  increase  chil- 


dren’s knowledge  and  under- 
standing of  architecture,  to 
give  them  some  idea  of  what 
goes  into  the  making  of  their 
surroundings  so  that,  they  say. 
children  can  learn  how  to 
enjoy  and  contribute  to  the 
field.  To  accomplish  that  is  an 
achievement  in  itself  and 
ArchEd  is  the  first  in  the  field 
to  attempt  it. 

The  architects  say  they  have 
never  worked  with  such  young 
children  before  and  were 
amazed  by  their  imaginative 
responses. 

This  could,  they  believe,  be 
because  Ms  Grove  and  Ms 
Winn  had  decided  that  the 
proposals  were  to  be  a real 
undertaking,  not  a theoretical 


project  In  this  way  it  was  a 
venture  with  a practical  pur- 
pose, and  had  the  special 
function  of  Ending  a way  of 
separating  activities  in  the 
playground  (some  wanted  to 
play  football,  some  played 
other  games)  without  dividing 
it. 

This  is  where  imagina- 
tion came  in.  The  aim 
was  both  to  improve  die 
space  and  make  it  more  excit- 
ing, an  adventure  playground, 
so  to  speak. 

ArchEd  visited  once  a week, 
mornings  only,  between  Nov- 
ember S and  December  6 last 
year  to  show  the  children  how 
an  architect  would  approach 


The  project  worked  on  a 
series  of  levels.  On  one 
it  generated  the  thrill  of 
discovery.  On  another,  there 
was  the  practical  educational 
outcome  via  cross-fertilisation 
of  subjects:  measuring  the 
buildings  and  tree  heights 
brings  in  maths;  the  stuffy  of 
types  of  trees  by  the  shapes  of 
their  leaves  evokes  nature; 
observation  of  the  characteris- 
tics and  detail  of  nearby 
houses  involves  drawing  and 
painting:  and  the  story  of 
the  school  site  — the  original 
was  bombed  during  the  Sec- 
ond World  War  - is  local 
history. 

From  being  immersed  in  the 
exdtement  of  beavering  about 
among  all  this,  the  children 
gained  the  confidence  to  make 
the  leap  from  collecting  facts  to 
applying  them  in  design, 
drawings  and  models. 

So  far,  the  scheme  has  been 
funded  from  a government  re- 
generation budget  What  is 
neeied  now  is  a further  grant 
to  finish  the  job. 


The  taste  of  adventure 
must  not  turn  sour 


As  summer  approaches, 
many  parents  will  be 
receiving  information 
from  schools  about  children’s 
activity  holidays.  Most  schools 
organise  some  kind  of  advent- 
urous activity,  ranging  from 
treks  across  the  Himalayas  to 
nature  walks  in  the  local  park. 

Schools  stress  the  develop- 
ment aspects  of  these  trips  and 
most  parents  would  concur. 
However,  the  risks  were  high- 
lighted four  years  ago  mis 
week  when  four  students  died 
on  what  should  have  been  a 
simple  canoeing  trip  across 
Lyme  Bay  in  Dorset.  After  the 
Lyme  Bay  disaster  there  was  a 
public  outcry. 

Investigations  revealed  that 
instructors  were  barely  quali- 
fied to  take  themselves  on  to 
the  sea  and  that  the  alarm  was 
raised  far  too  late.  Peter  Kite, 
the  centre's  managing  direc- 
tor. was  found  guilty  of  man- 
slaughter and  served  a prison 
sentence. 

The  judge  hearing  the  case  ■ 
commented:  “Where  parents 
and  teachers  send  their  child- 
ren for  activity  holidays,  the 
potential  for  injury  or  death  is 
too  obvious  to  be  left  for  the 
inadequate  vagaries  of  self- 
regulation." 

David  Jamieson,  MP  for  the 
Plymouth  constituency  where 
the  Lyme  Bay  victims  lived, 
helped  to  lobby  for  a new 
licensing  system.  Eventually 
the  Government  brought  in 
the  Activity  Centres  (Young 
Persons  Safety)  Act  which 
allowed  for  the  inspection  and 
registration  of  activity  centres. 

Tourism  Quality  Services  in 
Cardiff  won  rhe  contract  to 
administer  the  inspection 
scheme  and  are  currently  pro- 


Phil  Revell- on 
the  measures 
taken  since  the 
Lyme  Bay 
tragedy 

cessing  applications  from  the 
thousand  or  so  centres  that 
may  need  to  be  licensed. 

Marcus  Baillie  is  the  direc- 
tor of  the  inspection  authority, 
the  Adventurous  Activities  Li- 
censing Association  (AAJLAj. 
Mr  Baillie  is  an  expedition 
canoeist  with  wide  experiences 
of  outdoor  education,  and  Ills 
appointment  reassured  many 
within  die  industry  who  had 
been  concerned  about  a too 
bureaucratic  structure.  - 

But  some  confusion  re- 
mains. Nor  all  activi- 
ties are  covered  by  the 
legislation,  and  many  centres 
continue  to  operate  without  a 
licence.  Trips  abroad  are  not 
covered  at  all. 

Nor  are  schools  covered  for 
any  adventurous  activities  that 
they  provide  for  their  pupils. 
The  Consumers  Association 
pressed  for  schools  to  be 
induded  when  the  legislation 
was  first  considered  Their 
spokesman  says:  "All  children 
are  entitled  to  the  same  level  of 
protection  . . . the  regulations 
are  not  going  to  do  the  job  that 
parents  expect  People  are 
looking  for  a guarantee  that  a 
minimum  standard  of  safety 
will  be  met." 

Gordonstoun,  in  Scotland, 
is  world-famous  for  the  advert- 
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turous  slant  of  its 
Students  sail  and 
■ the  Cairngorms.  J 
as,  the  director 
affairs,  says:  “ft 
importance  that 
who  lead  these  ti 
well  qualified  as  t 

can  be,  and  their  q 

must  keep  abreas 
developments." 

Martin  Hudson 
the  British  Activi 
Association,  welco 
regulations,  but  < 
providers  may  b 
obtain  licences  b 
are  outside  the  s 
Act”  The  associ 
concerned  about 
confusion  that  it  h 

°Wn  todependeni 

regune.  which  wil 
fres  operating  outs 
The  AALA  is  a 

P°^UaI  for  mis 
vng  that  lies  withir 
toiy  structure.  0\ 

few  months  officia 
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with  a view  to  si 
V0^“ntaD' scheme. 

.,The.  Duke  of  f 

Award  Scheme  an 
Association 


— - "'Mil 

spokesman.  t 
tary  scheme  c 
hon  before  th. 

after  Lyme  E 
do  not  have  a 
0(1  P*  checkin  j 
activity  holids 

can  , 

Authority  on  qi 


POSTS 


Study  tram  homfor  am*  l 

arteror  second  income.  A | 

l4w*-WbfcReM».  | 

Pufaldy&pranHdonr  I 

DfetoKwCamewMifoe  3 

Monte  Ca«W»  * -tew"***-  I 
[man  for  e ftee  Pt*p*» I 

| 0800  371  500 


education 
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THE  CHAKTliBD  INSTITUTE  OF  A»BlT«.ATOXS  ' ______ 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND  EXAMINATIONS 


School  foe  Gate  (3-  IS) 

Applications  job  invited  for  the  pose  erf 

BURS AR  AND  CXERK  TO 
THE  GOVERNORS 

The  mcecMfol  ohuB**:  win  Jm  jaw*  wd 

ExperiencL  Tbo  Owwnqn  wish  te  nMke  « 

1997. 

pta-  farther  denis  erf  the  pa*  pleno  write  u* 

Tho  Beadarisacss,  Rye  St  Antony  School^ 


0800  371  500 


April  1997 


Can  the  university  you’re  looking  at 
pass  this  examination? 


4 weeks  intensive  course- 15 hours/week.  • 

LeamFrenchtjast 

for  a free  brochure  cal):  0171 723  7471- 


haileybury 


CfflGWELL 

SCHOOL 

HMC/1  APS:  6S0  pupils  aged  7 lo  18 
Full  Co-education  will  be  introduced  from 
September  1997 

Two  posts  in  the  field  of: 

Chaplain 

Head  of  Religious  Studies 
Co-Ordinator  of  PHSE 
Counsellor 

Required  for  September  1997  or  January  1998 

I Candidates  for  one  or  any  combination  of  these 
positions  should  write  for  further  details  id: 

The  Headmaster,  ChigweUSd.«>l- 
ChigweD,  Essex,  1G7  6QF. 


Bedales  School 

petersfieW 

Hampshire  GU32  '2DG 

HEAD  OF  duntorst 
(BEDALES  JUNIOR  SCHOOL) 

Coeducational  Boarding/Day  8-13 IAPS 
Required  for  September  1997 
or  January  1998 

Applications,  together  with  CVs  and 
names,  addresses  and  telephone 
numbers  of  three  referees,  should  be 

submitted  by  21  April  to  Alison 

WUlcocks,  Head  of  Bedales.  who  will 
be  happy  to  supply  fmtherdetafls- 


Alliance  Franpire  de  Londres 
1 Dorset  Square,  London  NW1 6PU- 


9-PAOPJTH  LANGUAGE  COURSE  ABROAD^ | 


SiwaoiBJ  b»  U*  French  0»»"^ 
fcpdwd  dart*  na  HKE. 

STUDY  LANGUAGES 
IN  EUROPE 


appointment  of  bursar 

Pk  Council  of  Hmleytmry  and  Imperial  Service  College 

invites  appUcatwaa  for  the  pas*  of  Bursar  and  Seottaxy  to 

the  Govemora  following  tteitrireinenltftte  present 

Bursar.  The  appointment  will  begin  od  1 January  1998  or 
earlier  by  agreement. 

salary  by  negotiation  - circa  £45,000. 

Coatnbntary  pension  scheme,  cm  altowance,  the 
possibility  of  aceotnodaDoa,  school  fees  rennssion  and 
ocher  benefits- 

purther  partkulan  available  franc 
A de  R Davis  MA. 

Sogeuay  d»e  Governors 

Hrileybtny 

Heitfocd,  SGI  3 7NU 

lo  whom  applications  sboold  be  seot  uot  later  than  21 
April  1997. 


IDEAL  AS  PART  OF  A 'GAP' YEAR 

ffM>wnafional  ouiMOW  ftKAnOOUFEOt 

£SSf'  (0171)7956675 


Leeds  University  Business  School 

MSc  International 
Marketing  Management 

The  awrse  is  specially  deigned  to  equip  participants  for  a suoc^fii 

Q^^n^fcnal  marketing,  either  within  a large  multinational 

fim  a smaller  business,  or  their  own  company.  Us  aimed  at  young, 

^^rtwM^enwho  have  recently  compiet^thwflnt^^^ 
ora^bout  to  graduate  in  noiebusness  or  bustnesHelaledaibierts. 

h contains  inntwaSv.  1W  proi«di  not  normally  aj^iable  rt  rn^or 

rsssssssssssss^. 

commencing  in  September.  „ - • 

Details  of  this  programme  and  application  forroaiejn^abtefrerai 

ThePostgraduateSecretary,  Leeds  Unhersity  Bustness  School, 

The  University  of  Leeds,  Leeds  r- 


Take  a dose  look  at 

Su  George’s  University  School  of 

MedkroT Here’s  what  you  U find. 

■ Multi-national  faculty  of  over  • 
500  educators 

mOhiaA 

(n  affiliated  hospitals  In  the 
United  States  and  the 
United  Kingdom 

■ 88%  pass  rate  forteMIme 
takers  In  June  1996 
United  States  Medical 
licensing  Exam,  Part  I 

■ Safe,  Memfly  environment 
conducive  to  learning 

■ Entire  programme  conducted 

In  English  • . 

■ Strang  network  of  student' 
support  services 


If  you  like  what  you  see  here, 
there’s  even  more.  Including  our 
two  modern  campuses:  one  on 
St.  Vincent,  and  our  new  525 
million  campus  on  Grenada. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Office  of  Admissions.  Dept.  _ 
AUKS,  SL  George’s  Umverstfy 
School  of  Medicine,  c/o  The  North 
American  Correspondent:  Medical 
School  Services,  LuL,  One  East 
Main  Street  Bay  Shore,  NY 
1 1706-8399,  USA. 

Call:  1-516-665*8500 
Fax:  L-5 16-665-5590 

Email: 'sgu_info@sgu.edu 

hriude  your  address  and  phone  nranbec 


St  George’sUniversity 

School  of  Memone 
Grenada.  Wfest  Indies 


Loot  for  us  on  the  Internet  — 


RASTER  REVISION 


HELPLINE 


10  1 2:x:>  t 


hurstpierpoimt  college 

a School  of  the  Woodard  Corporation 

HMC  Co-educational,  boarding  and  day  School  (7-18) 

BURSAR 

Required  for  August  1 997 

Applications  are  invited  for  the  post  of  Bursar  and 
deck  to  the  Governors 

The  doang  date  lor  applications  is  April  IBtfi  1997. 

Further  particulare  of  the  post  and  an  application 
form  are  obtainable  from: 

The  Clerk  to  the  Governors 
Hurstpierpoirrt  College. 

Hassocks,  West  Sussex 

BN69JS 


LS2  9JT.  Tel:  0113  233  2613 
Fax:  0113  233  2640 
email:  feeMubsJeerkacjik 


©xforb 

^ (Easter  Courses 

iSMIWAgRSW 


^^Maltman’s  G|e«J 

Gerards  Cross,  Bucks 

Head 

• r«u>n  iru-nv  a successor  to  Mrs  Madeleine 
The  Governors  of  .W^^^MMoTThe (Sbfor  a combination  of 
Evans,  who  wlH  ret,rB and  educational  vision. 

*****  - preparatory  a*ool  tor  some  370 


'A1  LEVEL 
EASTER 
REVISION 

Oxford  Tutorial 
College 

12  King  Edward  Street 
Oxford  OX1  4HT 
TeL  (01865)  793333 
Fax  (01865)  793233 


M.  in  .10  tie  educational  environ  mem. 

modem  facilities  to  creete  an  emn  rass  w a range  of  prestigious 

£*^£3^-^  SadKion  rf  “*"enc8 

and  Sport.  at  Gabbitas  Educational 

SSTi  *•  ^ W1R 

“nSm*SSSTo171«717B4 


gabbitas 


NASUW'F 

-sES" 

V will  assume  responsibility  for  ihc 

The  Assistant  General  headquarters  in  Rednal. 

"on scheme 

. ^NASUYVT  non-contributory  pension  “^n®. 

The  po*  i®  ^^^,1j^dptioo^riPerson  specification  are  available  from. 

NASUWT 

Hatscoort  Education  Centre 

Rednal 

Bimdn^aa 

B458RS 

NASUW  iian  Equal  Opporw^  ^ 

^NOOATC^A^C^ONS: 

APRIL  11TH  1«7 


FoByR B«irtlaliuSt.HM«*»CBUc*e 

Td:  (01865)311517  (24hrs) 

rm>.if«Uira«i  rtnin^—Wf— *■  ra'—V 


learn  french  fast 


5Sr 

AnWMdc  VMo1,  Sanatur 


Tat  01273  Z202S1 


Contact  Gabbitas  for  independent,  biai^y. 
expert  advice  on  suitablB  boardmfl  or  day 
schools  and  sixth-form  colleges. 


EDUCATIONAL  CONSULTANTS 

126  ■ 130  Regem  Street.  Lwiton  W lR  f^E 
Tat  0171  734  QJ61  ^Fax^017 1_437_\764_ ,. 


ALMGCSE.A/Slfiveb 
1ye»,2>ear&  Resit  Couses 

Easter  Revision 


170ld  Ort  PtoL  Lari*  B17HW 3858 

CIFE  ® 


,S  h b o u r n 


‘A’  LEVEL  OR  GCSE  REVISION? 

Surrey  College  is  here  to  help 


□ 1-BgHy  successful  intensive  Easter 
Revision  Courses 

□ Effective  amidl  group  andl-1  tuition 

□ Most  A Level  and  GCSE  syl^use. 

as  well  os  study  sUIb  and  exam 
technique 

□ Espoienced  tutors 

wahesoodJertresoUs  v / 


COLUNGHAM 

LONDON 


Tel : 01  TV- 244  / 414 

EASTER 

REVISION 

COURSES 

A L cur!  anti  Gl.SE 

OXFORD.  , , . 

id:  0186d-/2m  4m-1 


COLUNGHAM 

OXFORD 


jEspanol  en  Espanal 

your  Spanish  course  far  tomorrow... 


THE  UNIVERSITY  of  LIVERPOOL 
Department  of  Primary  Care 

Chair  of  Primary  Medical  Care 

Applications  ace  invi.ee,  foe  .he  oTe^“  raW 

expected  to  HavcaS.ongces«.H  a higher  degree  and  a 

other  areas  of  the  University-  .... „mrI  «n£»  will  be  expected  to  work  as  a part-time 

The  appointee  will  revive  in  Uverpool.  Qose  relationships  exist  with  the  NHS 

.NHSE  NW>  and  dm  wider  seeing  of  Primacy 

Tliis  is  an  exciting  opportunity  lo  de^f  °PsurroundinE  region.  The  NHSE  NW  is  keen  to  promote 
Health  Care  in  ti»e  City  of  Liverpoo1  and i^sumra  undcrgraduatc  medical  course  with 

developments.  The  Medial  up  «,  reorganise  the  Faculty  of  Median® 

Z~PZZZ^ 

e stc.' “.rsssrrc.  — »■» <— 

per  annum.  flopiigDatei  18  April  1997 

Quote  Ref:  A/058/T . — - , ^ requested  from  (he  Director 

Further  oartirtS^  detail,  ^ dut  appheahon  p^edure  ^ ^ 

of  Personnel,  The  Univeraify  oF  UverpooU  Lrt^ooi  ^^ 

(24-hour  answerpbeme)  or  via  e-mau- 1 


TOWffRSRHJUIRB) 

FOR 

bilingual  primary 

SCHOOL  IN  MADRID. 
Applicants  mu*  haua  * 

prlrnary  teAdilna 

^BHcation  end  prafortWy 
2/3ya«ntBadwa 


oi>portl:nitii:s 


ALL  BOX 
NUMBER 
REPLIES 
SHOULD  BE 
ADDRESSED 
TO: 

BOX  No:-  — 
The  Times 
Newspapers 

P0  BOX  3553, 
Virginia 

Street, 
London 
El  9GA 


aoaQu|«*aUK.Wf»*»W£P*^ 

Bnom.8iwrKnBOOH 


4V-  Cranfield^ 

BfVnSMABtOStVUxj^ 


Research  Fellow 


Concurrent 
to  £14,806  to  £22333  ^ Engineering  in 
the  Aerospace 

lyearfimAomeonotKt  £xtsnded 

Two  research  feBowi  are  Cnfprnrke 
required  t®  support  this  Enterprise 

a.  Cranfidd  University 

the  existing  design  process,  T 

develop  and  implement  new  and  the  University  oi 
processes  and  evahwe  the  are  collaborating 

■ 5S=£S  with  Matra  &Ae 
appointed  staff  will  have  a Dynamics  and 

good  first  or  higher  garish  Aerospace 
.SSSSSS  AerosCTUCTures  to  arry 
a strong  inusrest  in  out  research  into  tne 
engineering  management-  of  concurrent 

egputoKMiM  be  a engineering  technkju^ 
considerable  advantage.  the  supply  base.  This 
limy  be  possible  to  project  is  supported  by 
the  EPSRC  Innovative 
Manufacturing 
Initiative. 


An  oppficetioa  form  and 

jbrtherdacaJli  w*  araOabk 
jrwn  Uw  ReouttHMstt 
AtmWsMtnr.  Penonnef 
Deparunea^  Ualrtolty  of 
Luton,  Asrit  Squoro,  Latoa, 
Beds  LUI  3JU 
TdOIW2  743374 

(lUMraawnbfwrin) 


For  inforrvi.il  diicus 
con'.ic;  Dr  Ip-S'ni". 
F.-in  :C1M  Iri'rtitu 
1 Cr.infii-'l'.l  U:;ivr.:r  si 
o-'.  01234  75^073  f 
Prohor  David 

Han-.siin  (racult/ 
o:  Mai:a",:n'|,-,'lv 
Ufiivoriiry  of  Luion) 
12  439043 


1 _ fUtUipti-r-.f  Ifr  )&+■  ll'turNlif  1h.u*if‘-l>rt'*i*nO»P.V‘,  !•»  !l  »*•"  'i-'  *'-IH  KUIaa/tfraB*n*d_t 

i~ ■ inner mrnptm. “*■.«>*  ;^»>  im.i-.u  ,'r  »nrft'-ifu  iw m 4t«n>  .* «#"*<■>  tfo,r*op,i, tmdi**t>tin.l '“A.iiV’f ' J 


the  times 


TO  ADVERTISE 
CALL:  0171 680  6800 


INDEPENDENT  EDUCATION 


FRIDAY  MARCHiU^i 


0171  782  7899 


TRINITY  SCHOOL 

SHIRLEY  PARK,  CROYDON,  CR9  7AT 


• One  of  Sooth  London’s  top  independent  boys’ 
schools 

• 99 % A level  passrate,  60%  A + B 

• Outstanding  modem  facilities  in  landscaped 
jfoririaivi  one  mile  from  East  Croydon  station 

• Extremely  generous  fee  remtafon, 
scholarships,  + GAPs 

• Renowned  Trinity  Boys  Choir,  excellent 
games,  mosic,  drama,  CCF,  Duke  of  Edinburgh 
Award 

Contact  the  Registrar  for  the  prospectus  or  a 
personal  visit  on:  0181  656  9541 

lqtmw*d  .ltilij  which  provides  nliirjiiion  for  drikken 


Trinity  boy*  crikd  peowd  CCSE  A A k*d  rcwUs 
TWity  frfcn nl  ta  pan  of  ihs  Whilgifl  FoMfMwi.  a It? 


An  evening  at  home.. 


An  evening  at  Aldenham! 


Established  1597.  An  independent  boarding 
and  day  school.  Magnificent  grounds. 

High  standards.  Ring  for  details 

THE  ADDED  VALUE  SCHOOL 

ALDENHAM 
SCHOOL 

(BOVS  11-18  GIRLS  16-18) 

Elsiree.  Herts.  WD6  3AJ  Telephone:  01923  858122 

A fcjJinc  Ourilghle  Svhiw J in  ihe  Ihthl  iV  So  ••mhi i.»  EJu.amw 
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Brondesbury  College  for  Boys 

Enrolment  for  September  1997 
Year  7 (Age  11  years) 

Established  by  Yusuf  Islam's  renowned  Woof  al-Birr 
educational  Trust,  the  College  provides  students  with  an 
excellent  standard  of  education  and  personal  development. 
In  addition,  the  CoDege  often  a wide  range  of  spurting  and 
extra  canicular  activities  including  horse  riding, 
swimming  and  martial  arts.  A highly  dedicated  and 
qualified  team  of  teachers  wffl  instruct  pupils  in  a 
comprehensive  range  of  National  Curriculum  disciplines 
together  with  essential  aspects  of  Arabic  and  Islamic 
Shan’ah. 

Applicants  should  possess  a strong  academic  ability  and 
commitment  to  Enrolment  forms  to  sit  the 

entrance  examination  are  available  Bum: 

Bioudesbnry  College  for  Boys 
8 Brandesbnry  Park,  London  NW6  7BT 
TeL-  0181 830  4522.  Fax:  0181 830  4523 

e-mail:  coft^gloInliKLcOJlk 
RqpMand  Oaritf  No:  100003 


Looking  for  a School? 


The  72nd  edition  of  the  comprehensive 
directory  contains  useful  information 
on  independent  day  and  boarding, 
preparatory  and  secondary  schools 
throughout  the  UK,  together  with 
helpful  advice  and  editorials. 

NOW  IN  COLOUR 
Free  quick-reference  disft  included 
You  can  order  your  copy  now 

Price  £9.95  plus  postage 
ISBN  1-869863-94-1 


JOHN  CATT  EDUCATIONAL  LTD 

Great  Glemham  « Saxmundham  « Suffolk  IPI7  2DH 
Tajwona  01728  663666  Facsimile:  01728  663415 


Harrow  School 

EASTER  REVISION 
1997 

A Level  & GCSE 

31  March -5  April 
7 April -12  April 

Residential  and  Non-iesidential 

Boys  A Girls 

li>r  further  details  contact 
The  Registrar,  Easter  Revision  Courses,  Harrow  School, 
Harrow  on  the  EBU  Middlesex  HA1 3HP. 

Telephone:  0181  422  2196 
Faxr  0181  864  7180 
E-mail:  I00577.I526€tcompiiservtucom 

Thu  cMoMUncai  b ■ rejbaered  charily  m 3 1 OC33 


A-LEVELS 
at  CATS 

CATS  (Cambridge  Arts  & Sciences)  is  an 
independent  day  and  residential  sixth  form 
college  offering: 

• 40  A- level  subjects  in  any  combination 

• Unusual  options  like  Film  Studies 

• A staff/student  ratio  of  1 :3 

• Managed  independence  between  school 
and  university. 

CATS  is  BAC  accredited  and  all  applicants  have 
gone  on  to  Higher  Education  since  1992. 

For farther  Information  please  a/nitUC 

01223  314431 

CATS  Round  Church  Street  Cambridge  CBS  SAD 


(MCOejvJBmn&tfirBerp- Fancied  i,lS52) 

Bedford  School 

' Enoyx rlrgcr 7A9.ll. It II.  liiJ  16 hf aanimrini mi naaiie* 

- Cnwinmmairociiim]  Ptepmagyrad  Upper  gboah. 

• ifigjh  acafanacniDdiidi; 

pus  cm  a A W week  8LI%  gr»±*  AC  JIM  jam  at  a 
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St  Paul’s  Cathedral 
(ifs &?f\  Choir  School 

vXjCX.W  NawChanga.LcndkmEWMBAD 
tol  01712*8  si  sorbc-oiti  32a  rasa 
NSfitigP'  Day  Boy**  Prep.  School 

^THT  and  roakhrtW  Choir  Sohool 

AppBcatoraare  Invltad  far  liila  tomixa  boya*  tchool  (ter  7-13 
years  oW)  beside  St  PtdJ  1 Crtiadral  in  tin  C8y  of  London. 
Ptecas  era  awbbtofDfrmvchortaler  DAY  BOYS  and 
CHOfUSJBtS  (who  board  and  Join  St  P«jf  a CMhachri  Choir). 
Day  boy  eenddafes  (of  anytahh)  am  Mtad  tar  tataniaw  and  a 
short  test  before  anliy  In  September  {normal  at  7+).  7ha  nod 
votes  trial  lor  chobtBra  (8+  to  8 years  okQ  wU  be  on 

SATURDAY  10  May  1997 

far  prospectus  and  viewing  pluoaa  contact  fr>a  I taadmaatw. 
P*  Stephan  Sides. 


Scholarships 

(L.:p  to  mil  fee-,  depending  on  parental  income) 


Awards  tor 

boys  at  1 3 a- 


ContactDilys  ^ ~ — 

BS  Bloxham  School 

L WW  jg  Bkochaxn,  Banbury,  Oxfordshire,  OX15  4FE 

Headmaster’s  Office  Telephone:  (01295)  720206 
Fax:  101295)  721697 

nL-w— .SAMlmimwCTBlth3ntTNo.aiWtr>»lud»«alB»B>plBcmdie&«3 


ellence 
Art  • [ Asian  T echnc  A -uv 


wiU  be  held  5, 6 Si  7 May  1997 


AFFORDABLE  BOARDING! 


STATE  BOARDING 

§Be  INFORMATION  SERVICE  STAB1S 

■ . If  you  hove  considered  cost. 

^ssssss&ssss 

■ STABIS  schools  do  not  charge  for  tuiti 

■ Fees  are  for  boarding  only 

■ Fees  range  from  £1100  to  S1900 ipe  ■ ; 

■ 39  schools  throughout  England  and  W 

■ Free  Directory  available  frorn 

D f EE  Publications  Centre,  PO  Box  6w 
London  E3  3NZ 

• fa  farther  in fomiation  on  STABIS  contact  The  Secretary^ 
Ysgol  Nant.  Yaitey  Road,  iianfairfechan.  Gwynedd  LL33 
• Tel/Fax  01 248  680  542 


READING 

PRESENTATION 

COLLEGE 

63  BATH  ROAD 

Beys:  4-18.  Girls:  Sixda  Form 
FEES:  £2760  ■ £3600  p^. 

Tel:  0118  9572861 


. :cvwj_v 


EVERY  PARENT 
THINKS 
THEIR  CHILD 
IS  THE  BEST. 
ONLY  NINETY 
A YEAR 
CAN  BE  RIGHT. 


56-58  Portland  Place 
London  WIN  5 DC 

PORTLAND  PLACE  SCHOOL 


i 


Scholarships  for 
1997  entry 

Independent  mixed 
school  11-18  years 

Tel  0171  307  8700 


REED’S  SCHOOL 

(HMC 11-18  580  PopOs  - Day  * Boarding) 

Andrew  Reed  Scholarships  for  Sixth  Form  Places 
at  need’s  School 

Sponsored  jointly  by  the  Royal  Wans  lead 
and.  Reed’s  Foundation 
Available  from  September  1997 
Candidates  of  both  seres  who  qualify  for  boarding  bursaries,  having  lost 
the  support  of  one  or  both  parents,  are  invited  to  apply.  Scholarships  are 
awarded  on  academic  merit  and  can  be  worth  100%  fees 
(50%  Scholarship  plus  up  to  50%  Bursary  support). 
for  further  details  please  apptf  quoting  The  Times,  to: 

Admissions  Secretary,  Reed's  School.  Cobtam,  Surrey. 

Tet  01932  80076 

RertTs  School  sb)  to  prarkte  qmdOy  tdsieaOm  fir  ftepr  and  gtrts 


ABINGDON 

SCHOOL 


Abvigrfoa  — 6 miles  south  of  Oxford 

HMC  Boarding, Weddy  Boarding  and  Day 
780  boys,  aged  1 1-18 

The  School  enjoys  a national  reputation  for  its 
academic  performance  and  other  achievements  - 
notably  music,  sport  & IT  and  is  known  for  its 
cultural  vitaEqr.wide  opportunities  Afriendy  atmosphere. 

Wfeddy  boarding  is  an  fnaeask^y  popular  option, 
the  structured  environment  which  this  offers  being 
particularly  beneficial  as  public  examinations  approach. 

6th  Form  Entry 

Sbeth  Form  of  260  boys. 

1996  A Level  Results:  53%  Grade  A 72%  Grade  A & B 
An  unusually  large  Upper  Sixth  leaving  this  year  wil 
create  several  extra  weekly  boarding  places  In  next 
year's  Lower  Sixth.  Wis  would  welcome  enquiries  from 
academically  able  bays  for  entry  ro  the  Shah  Form. 

far  father  deoils  ptease  contact: 

Tbe  Admissions  Seocoiy.  Abingdon  School, 

Park  Road.  Abingdon. Oxfordshire  OX14  IDE 
Telephone:  01235  53 J 755  Fax:  01235  536449 

Abingdon  is  s rrpKcml  dual)  wta±  eua  arfcfr  w proride  eimaeim 


pW  £exey’s  School 

— — GramMartaiMd 

Grant  Maintained  Coeducational  Boarding  School 
and  Sixth  Form  College  in  Bruton,  Somerset 

Affordable  boarding  (or  pupils  aged  II  to  18.  with  a 
large  and  dynamic  Day  Sixth  Form.  Tuition  is  paid  for 
by  the  Government  - parents  only  pay  for  their 
children's  boarding. 

• A strong  academic  traditioa 
9 A supportive  pastoral  system 
• Highly  placed  In  national  league  tables 
• Featured  in  the  Dally  Telegraph  and  Sunday 
limes  Good  Schoob  Guides 

• Affiliated  to  the  Technology  Colleges  Trot 

• A wide  range  of  extra  curricular  activities 

• Extensive  sports  facilities 
• Boarding  fees  of  SI, 450  per  term  for 
academic  year  1997/98 
• First  class  Ofoted  Report  1996 
• Weekly  boarding  offered  from  September  1997 

For  an  illustrated  prospectus  and  further  information 

Please  telephone  01749  813393 

PROVIDING  GRANT  MAINTAINED  EDUCATION  Jk 
IN  SOMERSET 


Business  Career  Skills 


First  class  instmenonand  practical  training  within  the 
uniquely  supportive,  fiieadty  atmosphere  tf  St.  Ahiaurs 

• 9 monft  Executive  Personal  Dipl0™ 

• Options  including  Languages,  Law,  Marketing 

• 9 month  Executive  Business  Studies  Dipkwm 

• 9 month  Media  & Advertising!^  Diploma 

• 6 month  course  with  Work  Experience 

• 3 moodi  Career  i^wndatiou  Cocrae  for  Graduates 

I OF  I Aldales  College^  (98R)  Rose  Place, 
|q2p|  Oxford  OX1 ISB  TeL- (01865)  2*0963 


THE  PILGRIMS’  SCHOOL 
WINCHESTER 


Boys’  Preparatory  School  (IAPS)  for 
Boarders,  Weekly  Boarders  and  Dayboys. 
The  School  has  a strong  academic  record  and 
there  are  exceptional  farDHies  for  music. 
Boys  are  prepared  for  the  Common  Entrance 
Examination  and  Scholarships  to  senior 
independent  schools,  with  a high  proportion 
going  to  Winchester  College.  The  School  is 
situated  in  beautiful  buildings  in  the 
Cathedral  Close,  with  adjacent  playing  fields 
in  the  grounds  of  Wotvesey  Palace.  For 
further  information,  please  contact  The 
Headmaster,  ' Ihe  Pilgrims’  School, 
Winchester,  Hampshire,  S023  9LT. 
Telephone:  01962  854189. 

The  Pilgrims’  School  b a registered  charity 
(NoJ07337)  which  exists  go  .provide  high  quality 
education  to  boys  aged  8 to  13. 


EASTER  REVISION 


emphasis  or  understand i no  throuch 
extensive  question  anaivsis^  heloslc 
5Ui:d  coniiderce  and  makes  Duff'  Mi;i9r 
the  nrst  choice  for  taste"  revise 

Call  0171  225  0577  for  details 


miller 


EDUCATION  COURSES 


EAGLE  EYES  REQUIRED 

Would  you  like  lo  practice  as  « freelance  proofreader  or  editor 
tuning  an  arrilffli  income  working  from  home?  Then  ™* 
the  emus  in  in  this  advertisement  and  post  it  to  Chaprabouse 
with  your  name,  and  a dress. 

Wefl  send  you  a free  prospectus  of  our  training  services. 
Chapterhouse  coatsea  are  natpecad  internationally  an d opt 
professional  tutors  give  yon  thrir  personal  mention.  We  never 
pretend  its  easy,  bat  we  have  a six-ear  record  of  etfflbti  thing 
many  successful  freelancers  through  oar  co-respandanae 

i.-i In iii^>  wnd  {mums. 

If  your  too  busy  a phone  call  will  da 

Chapterhouse,  2 Soathendtay  West;  Exeter  EX1  UG. 
Teb  01292  499488,  Fax  01392  498088 


BUSINESS 

COURSES 


Secretarial 

Drawl 

Hotel  Administration 
Public  Relations  & Advertising 


OXFORD  AND  COUNTY  BUSINESS  COLLEGE 

34  St  Giles,  Oxford,  OXI  3LH 

Tel:  01865  310100  Fax:  01865  310444 


BUSINESS  TRAINING  IN  THE  HEART  OF  OXFORD 


PROFESSIONAL  DIPLOMA 
CORRESPONDENCE  COURSES 
IN  COMPLIMENTARY  THERAPY 

Hypnosis  Practioner  Diploma  £190 

Stress  Constant  Diploma  £180 

For  face  prospectus 
pl«»  otophone  01202  3W122 


QUEEN’S 

Business  Skills  Trainin' 


for  Gap  Year,  Graduates  & School  Leavers 
Courses  start: 

April,  July,  September  & January 
London:  0171  589  8583  Cambridge:  01Z2J  367016 


The  Norwegian  University  of 
Traditional  Chinese  Medicine 
and  Acupuncture 

University  studies  in  Traditional 
Chinese  Medicine  in  Oslo  Norway 
Autumn  1997 

The  Norwegian  University  of  Traditional  flrfnaie 
Medicine  and  Acupuncture  (NUKNA)  will  ■***’“'”«'■  highly 
qualified  specialist  m oadiiioiul  Chinese  medicine  and 
acupuncture. 

& cooperates  with  recognized  educational  institutions  in 
China  to  offer 

• Six  year  full  time  studies  for  high-school  graduates 

• Four  year  part  time  studies  for  nnrees,  physiotherapists, 
chiropractors  and  homeopaths 

• Foot  year  npptementaty  sukScs  for  ptayririans 
Courses  are  given  by  professors  from  Shanghai  University 
end  Tianjin  caikge,  interpreted  In  English  by  interpreters 
specially  qualified  in  medical  nomendamie.  Graduation 
diplomas  are  issued  from  a Chinese  University  and  are 
recognized  around  the  worid. 

Cumcnlom,  application  forms  and  farther  information  may 
be  obtained  by  requests  to: 

NUKNA  URL  htqi^/wwwxommuniqnejmrt'tUKNA/ 
Pnfcvn.  SIB  E-mail  tmknaOcoinmimiiipie.no 
N-0I56  Oslo  Phone  +47  22  56  39  8Q 
Norway  fax  +47  22  56  39  73 


MBA 

Full  time 
Part  time 
^stance  learning 
°pen  access  course  for 
non-graduates 


^Mford,  Sorrey  GU2  SXH 

Tekphone:  01483  2S9347 
Fax?  01483  2595U 


♦ 
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RACING:  ITALIAN  .lor^EY  PICKS  UP  WHERE  HE  LEFT  OFF  WITH  ILLUMINATING  DOUBLE  ON  TURF  SEASON'S  OPENING  DAY  AT  DONCASTER 

Dettori  returns  to  action  in  familiar 


By  Julian  Muscat 

THE  alchemist  in  Frankie  Dettori 
transformed  an  ordinary  Doncas- 
ter card  into  something  of  an 
occasion  yesterday.  The  Italian’s 
magic  rubbed  off  on  his  firsr  two 
mounts,  his  followers  revelline  in  a 
near  24-1  double  as  Dettori  picked 
up  where  he  left  off. 

Dettori  “awareness"  gathered 
momentum  well  before  the  stalls 
snapped  open- to  herald  the  start  of 
Flat  season  on  turf.  On  a wind- 
swept afternoon,  his  bronzed  fea- 
tures announced  a deal  raising  the 
Tote's  awareness  among  racegoers. 
The  pool  betting  chain  responded 
by  incorporating  a little  of  Dettori’s 


Nap:  MJTHAK 
(3.40  Doncaster) 

Next  best:  Artful  Dane 
(3.10  Doncaster) 

native  tongue  into  its  sponsorship 
of  the  Brocklesby  Stakes. 

“Benvenuto",  or  welcome,  bode 
the  Tote  — which  may  well  be 
extending  the  greeting  to  its  new 
chairman,  who  could  be  revealed 
today.  Dettori,  for  his  pan,  deliv- 
ered his  own  welcome  when  land- 
ing the  previous  heat. 

It  needed  no  imagination  to 
envisage  him  prevailing  in  the 
Back  A Winner  By  Train  Handi- 
cap. He  was  riding  Miracle  Kid. 
but  the  horse,  trained  by  John 
Gosden,  proved  so  superior  that 
Dettori’s  talismanic  qualities  were 
not  required.  Miracle  Kid's  victory 
confirmed  reports  that  John 
Gosden,  who  trains  the  colt,  has 


They’re  off  for  the  opening  race  of  the  new  Turf  Flat  season  at  Doncaster  yesterday,  won  by  the  13-2  chance  Galapino.  Photograph:  Hugh  Routledge 


made  an  early  start  on  the  New- 
market gallops.  The  detail  was 
rammed  home  an  hour  later,  when 
Canyon  Creek  cut  down  the  fancied 
Yeast  in  the  Sporting  Life  Doncas- 
ter Mile. 

Canyon  Creek  is  an  interesting 


individual.  Knee  damage  restricted 
him  to  a solitary  outing  at  Pon re- 
fract last  season  and  Sheikh  Mo- 
hammed’s four-year-old  was 
thrown  to  the  wolves  here.  Yet  he 
responded  as  only  a good  one  can. 
travelling  strongly  before  quicken- 


ing clear  under  a considerate  ride. 
His  victory  was  all  the  more 
meritorious  for  his  obvious  discom- 
fort on  the  prevailing  fast  surface. 

“John  | Gosden]  has  trained  die 
horse  very  sympath etjcally ."the 
sheikh’s  racing  manager,  Anthony 


S fraud,  said.  “He  was  an  unsound 
horse  last  year  and  the  plan  was  to 
have  him  ready  early  to  take 
advantage  of  easy  ground  — which 
he  did  not  have."  A son  of  Mr 
Prospector  out  of  the  smart  River 
Memories,  Canyon  Creek  could 


easily  scale  greater  peaks  in  me 
months  ahead. 

Stroud  also  testified  that  heavy 
rains  in  Dubai  had  temporarily 
closed  Nad  Al  Sheba  racetrack, 
where  runners  for  next  week’s 
Dubai  World  Cup  have  been  held 


up  in  their  preparation.  Singspiel 
(the  mount,  of  Jerry  Bailey), 
FI  emens  firth  and  Luso  (Mick 
Kinane),  will  represent  Sheikh 
Mohammed’s  British  interests  and 
die  sheikh  must  be  hoping  a 
favourable  weather  forecast  be- 
comes reality  in  the  next  48  hours. 
“If  is  ironic,”  Stroud  said.  "We 
could  do  with  some  rain  over  here.” 

Yeasrs  eclipse  by  Canyon  Creek 
did  nothing  to  dampen  optimism 
for  his  stablemate.  Ala  mein,  in  the 
Lincoln  Handicap  tomorrow.  Ala- 
mein  heads  Ladbrokes'  list  at  S-1, 
but  the  market  move  yesterday  was 
for  Tumbleweed  Ridge,  clipped  ro 
10-1  from  14-1.  Supporters  of  the 
four-year-old  — reportedly  back  to 
his  smart  juvenile  form  — were 
themselves  encouraged  when 
Meehan  landed  the  Brocklesby 
Stakes  with  Blueridge  Dancer. 

Mark  Johnston  made  no  secret  of 
his  regard  for  Fly  To  The  Stars  and 
the  colt  justified  his  billing  when 
running  away  with  the  Melton 
Wood  Maiden  Stakes  over  a mile. 
Johnston  was  sufficiently  encour- 
aged to  point  the  colt  at  one  of  the 
2.000  Guineas  trials  next  month. 

This  opening  fixture  at  Doncas- 
ter perennially  promotes  a feeling 
of  mild  embarrassment  in  the 
executive.  However,  suggestions 
that  the  Turf  season  may  com- 
mence a week  or  two  after  its  close 
in  November  brought  a perplexed 
response  from  John  Smee.  an 
executive  on  the  British 
Horseracing  Board’s  race  planning 
committee.  “There  is  little  race- 
course interest  in  [Flat]  Turf  racing 
beyond  early  November,  when  the 
jumpers  are  out  in  force,"  Smee 
said.  No  problem:  just  make  sure 
Dettori  turns  up  on  this  day  in  12 
months’ time. 
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1.30  Who  Nose 
2J0S  InchcaiUoch 
Z35  Cretan  Gift 


THUNDERER 

3.10  Artful  Dane 
3.40  Mfthak 

4.10  COMPATIBILITY  (nap) 

Our  Newmarket  Correspondent  2.05  Magic  Combination.  3.40 
Heritage.  4.10  COMPATIBILITY  (nap). 
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GOING:  GOOD  TO  FIRM  (GOOD  IN  PLACES) 
TOTE  JACKPOT  MEETING 
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DRAW:  NO  ADVANTAGE 


1 .30  BAWTRY  MAIDS*  SELLING  STAKES 

(2-Y-O;  £2511:51)  (9  runners) 


vn  m 

102  p) 

103  m 
!«•  (SI 

105  (3) 

106  (4) 

107  fl) 

108  (8) 
IDS  to 


JACKERtt  (J  Yon®)  fl  Mtmefi  0-0 MfWai 

UWDBMnHtltaMTewdwrtWfiMTinwM TSflrte 

VALSLASTCHAXCE  (Mo  V Writftt)  N TMfrr  9-0 WnTWbr 

WHO  W6E  (Abb*  few®  8 Warfw  MTetttdl 


mreOartAUen^  UChinniM tewen 

HI  NOT  SURF  (M  Bernstein  [Itatinfl)  IM)  J Bwy  IMI G Carter 

PMC  TEXET  U PegO)  P bans  S-B JFEflBn  - 

RAONS  SURVEYOR  (A  Btai  S Co)  M W Ewert*  B-9 MeGtoon  - 

smNG80DMK1wnKlwi»M-.., MafriDwyerP)  - 

BETTW&V1  I'm  Not  Sat.  4-1  Hopefcrfy,  5-1  Ujrt  Sflfti.  VWlo  Nom.  Pint  TTctt,  7-1  Sipping  Soto.  8-1  (das. 
TfflSr  UT  OR  MSS  B-0  T Qukn  (11-4  tot  M Ctem  7 no 


L05  TOWN  MOOR  HANDICAP 

5,353: 2m  21)  (10  lunriers) 

h m J53030-  THAUM«H2ffl(Ffl(kCBtenOBSowi5-1W  — RCodtaoe  S3 

B (6)  131402-  IM9C COMSNMTOK S8J FA} Ota B Cufeyi B Odeji 4-S-T1--  LMten  - 
0 ' 0 400271-  MCHCVUDCH  S0J  (OWLS)  (F  CWW)  J Bbb  8-9-10 . . .- . R tote  PI  W 
J4  (B)  404600-  WWSTWBaYSZJPF.GJIAOaHMlMtomWW-.-J F«te«  * 
S ffl  4315B5-  UPPST  U0WTCIAR  229  tCD/fllCBifteteJCftimr-W,  MRatott  B2 

K ai-OI»SZlNaJFMB^(EWmaO»HBaM^ -FlyndiR  K 

IT  (10)  33160V  BmjMfflf13JW«(MR|^DM0teB8*3_ ~ 

n (7)  0040-66  EVEZD  HF0  15J  (S)  (I  Date)  NUBWiden  54-2. . . ... . • A Mr  P)  94 

» (4)  004227  IWSTUT FOQDBM8I 3S PIS? (&**« Mehta) W Iteam 9-7-1J  Jtean  M 

10  1521 1-4  ONEF0URSEVEN  13  FA)  {J RauettW)  J &e*  4-7-11 . . . . TWIftra*  S7 

TTW6: 9-4  techedtodv  S-1  Neolal.  6-1  Msgt  Contemwv  U|*b  ton  Cter.  te«si  Wtettr.  B-i  otoi. 
1996:  SHADOWJWi  MM  T Ouhn  (ID-i)  R Attws  20  r» 

- FORM  FOCUS 


CKCAUJjOCH deaf  Bi  W»«ncBS«9gt « lan*- 
fS  NewnateJ  J2m  2L  good).  MODEMS  41. 2nd 
Random  IQndness  In 

Hnpkm  (AW.  Zb4  HAST®  FOOOBROXffl  ted 


la  MsnoniiaM  dwt-tod  m teRctap  a Saeweil 
JAW.  2m)  QNEFOURSEVEN  3*1  41h  to  Pimm 
Since  In  tod«5»  # WWwfcmplon  (fm  77). 
Setecttw  MDUFARI 
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301  (4)  100021-  LORD  WGH  ADURAL 174  (CJFA5)  (Me  Cteb)  U HsdmUk  9-10-0  ■ RoMB  92 

001-262  BOLD  EffUffl  13  74  netards)  K Ctrmlntfmi-tnmiS9-13  TOWa  SO 

0015-12  tSETAIi  OFT  13  (VDDFJ.G)  [T  Clartr)  U UDmodai  T G Udwoten  9 

350030-  SHT  JOEY  1S3  (DFA.SI  (Mrs 6 G Snt)  P Mundif  B-9-9 DHanteon  92 

3S3243-  JO  Uai  USD  fG|(CNaflon  Jw  t*f)  r Eadaity  4-M -..MEWS  S3 

660010-  CHARUE  51UEIT  13  (CLDlP^J  JJ  SAW}  B HOs  5-9-8 H>Os  91 

001003-  &ARN0CK  VfltLEY  1295  (CD/AJS)  (R  Aid)  J tary  7-46 G Carer  04 

000020-  HUS  125  (DJE-S)  (to  C ftobtomni  M Jomaon  5-0^ JWuw  94 

210000-  SEA-CEER  153  (D/.S.5)  (W  Fadger)  C tow  fl-9-5  . — fl  Cocwane  96 

411420-  ULDEE  LAD  1B8  (DJ.G)  (J  (rOamnl  A Ann  T-9-4 TSpntai  00 

221133-  WSIMMCS  WB6H  317  {DJG3)  (E  Wcabna  Ut)  R HdWieail  4-40  LMtel  90 
00330-6  0AAWF  21  (CD/.G^)  (Mrs  4 Uaffireaij  to  V Acodey  6-8-13  ..  M Bearing  95 

DSOSOO  SO i/ISEPB)  13 (DFAS)  (E  to*rd)  J 7-8-13 PafEitoy  94 

000045-  LBMJX  LEWS  126  (DF)  (Un  A Aon)  A tem  5-8-12 WJ  ffCnutof  94 

0/5463-  ATTMTMt  258  (H  topRy)  to  4 King  4-8-10 F Lyncti  p)  89 

033150’  BARATO  I3S  (DJ-G;  (D YaunflJ  ih J Bteraten 5W  - Jftnum  92 

503-111  MAHSAB 37  (D.G) (to L totfVl  P tophy 44-6 Sftnwe  97 

2400-63  KRA13pFj3U'Ws«»)JEvwT-W  RUfl*  90 

605045  SARD  13 (6)  (Ms M Oman] 4 Ottuf  4-8-4 OWtfd  86 

OoeODO-  IBSS WA1B7LK  136 (D^)fMle«toci!)PHBrB 4-0-4 JFEflNi  95 

124004-  M04DRACE 108  niOAttMOKhory  46-4 Mutt)  Dwyer  P)  86 

111311  SENSE  OF  raOWJY  23  (D/.6)  (U  ScwM  D Mdnits  8-7-13  tom  Wendt  (7)  98 
BETTMG:  7-1  Buteo.  8-1  Umssti.  10-1  Sense  01  Pmniy,  Cicten  GB.  tteeum's  We#.  ’7-1  Lard  Ugh 
Ai#c4.  THk.  14-1  aim 

1996:  fllfflO  5-9-0  PH  tdday  |11-1J  tos  G uDwr^  21  an 

FORM  FOCUS  - 


30? 

303 

304 

305 
JOE 
XI 

308 

309 

310 

311 

312 

313 

314 
3)5 

316 

317 
310 

319 

320 

321 

322 


(12> 

It) 

(19) 

(15) 

m 

(16) 
(21) 
(17) 

P) 

& 

0) 

m 

an 

15) 

(»’i 

122) 

<!0) 

(13) 
00} 

(14) 
(1) 


LORD  HIGH  ADMRAL  \x#  Bone  Smage  1VU  m 
lSnmnnm  hzKkcap  X Haydodt  (5L  Roctol  waft 
KM  (lift  teBH  df>_5»  m aid  IMAWE  dto 
lierej  ofl)  TnOfc  CftOAN  GST  VM  2nd  ol  1 a 
The  (tew  fm  In  iBadTcap  S MMmftarnpion  MW, 
51).  iouaa.  m am  ol  2?  to  Peton Fwe m 
tEmtop  X Yort  (71.  good).  GARN0CX  VALLEY 


7WI  3rd  oi  13  u Pitma  Sib  in  tamtap  X Wotvm- 
fwvtan  (AW.  61}  wi(h  TlfiT  (12R>  WOW  4H( 
7))i  lilnIK  LEMS  abort  71(1 5Bid  11  to  Ajrate 
Red  to  etekna  X LngfaM  (AW,  7l).MANSABte>l 
8010  ffFORT  (3ft  mu  n0)  VI  in  Smtu 
tan/iap  al  Wotwhanytnr  (AW.  71) 

Seteoirot  GARHOCX  VALLEY 


3.10  WORTHINGTON  SPRING  MILE  HANDICAP 

(£1 5.79D:  1m  sir)  (23  nmneis) 


401  (9t  11203-0  HBH  PREMUU  79  (®8F/jG)  (J  Pawns)  R Fahty 9-9-10 ACtlm 

402  (171  500602-  SAA0MWR CHAUBRAY  T32 (Cf®  7 EaSSiITT  W-JD MBRh 

403  122}  0022-45  NIGHT  WINK  20  (TLF£j  (to  0 Benjamin)  6 1 Mom  5-9-10  Marlin  Onyer  (3) 

3234-14  2URS 13  (p£)  (N  Deumw)  llss  6 Xetenaj  4 A9 DHotarol 

S21043-  ROYAL  RESULT  1S5  (D/l  (U  Bute’s  SaMemafl  T Baron  4-9  9 — 0 tUntan 
VOODOO-  MGHT  DANCE  41J  ID-F.6.S)  Ptacecoune  Mon)  K Mvgm  W-9  RFtn«h(7) 

32160-6  CAUDUI0 13  (D£)  (W  tolswvAllan)  Me  E (MMd  4-96 A (tower 

410000-  mtWCA148(0^i(HG«Joe . C Lems.  M Cafaert  ( 8 Miftnifl  4 9-7  TSpiate 


4M 

405 

406 

407 

408 
4» 

410 

411 

412 

413 

414 

415 
410 

417 

418 

419 

420 

421 

422 

423 


(14)  3/3400-6  SHRB»UA  13 (DlPjG) (A to RGtteniC taktr 5H96  DRMeCrt* 


5080-04  AT UBBT7Y 20 (DE£) (B Maim) R H«rtm 5-8-6 DmeOWai 

366154-  SMAHTEH CHARTER  226  (Ofl  (Conajltoo  Ud)  tot  SMite 4-3-4  K Fatal 

461356  51*2  TORNAD0 13  fl).G)  U Bsiy)  E Atelon  4-W — J Fortune 

030540-  PROUD  MONK  132  (5)18  Hgsai)  G L Uoore  4-9-2 SVWhmfi 

13-4266  BARREL  OF  HOPE  37  (B.F&S)  IP  W*cnl  J Eyre  56-2 T Mteo 

001536-  ARIHJL DANE IX NJDf) /S Laasdmn RaMfti M Heasn-Bls 5-9-1 . MRrtens 
066000-  Uflni  BAY  2ia  (0.G6)  (Fenopajto  Ltd)  B EDtsan  M-l  - P ftnbecHi  (5) 
012/000-  LA  VOLTA  223  ff)  (Lori  Uttfl-WrOter)  J Ffefieraia  4-9-1 ..  . . JtWwer  - 
230153-  SH4BP  SWIKI 147  (fi|  IUn  H/towJerpM)B  town  *66  Pa  Eddery  90 
301110-  CRYSTAL  HBGHTS  SB  (Df  ,G)  IJ  Joseph)  R O’STOhwn  9-8-13  S Santas  80 

34450-0  CASHMERE  LADY  IB  (Dfi)  Mrs  S toe)  J Eyre  5-0-13 RUppn  98 

400000-  KM96SUSUS2E  >39  (V,GJ\E.G.S)  M Ankiwi)  M Damm  7-8-8  LDbM  90 

11-2500  THREE  WEEKS  20  (0.6)  fDJ  Wasiat)  W Muir  46-3 JBnnM(5)  87 

164160  DUKE  VALS4TW0  13  (DjG)  IJ  BtoOl  B Halfiiithcal  5-8-1  - Jterti  ® 

BETIWtt  B-i  Antul  Dm.  Smtonor  Oaitoray.  10-1  H#  Pretrum.  SwenKa.  12-1  Royal  R»suA  Stem 
Shrtte.  Ttotea  16-1  nftas 

1996-  COOL  EDGE  6-9-9  P RHatai  120-11  M Toroptore  71  ran 


(5/ 

IlB) 

01) 

PIJ 

061 

(15) 


FORM  FOCUS 


HIGH  PREMUM  bed  eftn  SHI  3m  rt  12  to  Snrtfi 
EEtern  Fred  a Jandtap  al  WohotemiMn  (AW. 
im  II  7Ms)  on  (Rnunttate  start 
SANWOtffl  CHAiffiRAY  IM(  Mel  21  to  Met 
Baby  hi  hanficap  on  come  and  dHam  (and) 
irih  PR0U0  MONK  121  lift  aid  MAPLE  BAY  (7(b 
(Ktter  oft  18(  tflttL  ROYAL  RESULT  abort  & 3rd 
ol  13  lo  Dtaar  n Imfecap  a (tedev  (im.  good  to 


firm].  IKGHT  DANCE  best  enni2l  lOttioiil  to 
Hutpady  m handiap  a Goodwood  (Im  pood)  on 
penuttmae  start. THOTCA 171 12lb  rt  21  to  Edu 
fiwnte;  In  (avtcap  s AMory  <lm  2L  soft 
DUKE  VALENTW0  bea  Eftort  tern  Jgsnr  to  Wl 
to  B-nmer  cUmo  te  WoMrtempu  (MM.  71). 
Fob  97. 

Sdectar  H£H  PRSflUM 


3.40  P & J FOODS  MAIDEN  STAKES 

(S-Y-0:  £3,688:  Ira  21 60yd)  (8  nmnere) 


501 

502 

503 

504 

505 

506 

507 
506 


B7 


4-  (CVTAGE 177  ((ftficlenllnaightKd  Racing  Ud)JGosdai  94)—  LDettad 
LE  BE  UBRATE  (Skempcatgo  Recng  Pinnenttp)  R OSdUnn  9-0 . A Procter  - 

45-  U4MEH?  172  (C Sartw-Uma*}  J Medan  W NKwiedy  - 

33-  MnHAK 216 (Haradan /U Mtttnw) B Htos 9-0 — ..  MMta  ® 

4-  OWE  FOR  BAAEYS 134  (6  Bata  (B(Ba8epHar»  Fwh))  Mtawini  9-0  JWn  86 

RARETALWT  (A  Most  M Cbaaaon  9-0 Part  Eddery  - 

63P-  SWIFTWAY  148 (A WMe) K Hogg M DMcftttnm  71 

NAlCUCCA  [Lon)  Kmord  de  Waklin)  to  J Cedi  59 K Barley  - 

BETHNScM  ilttbtt.  2-1  Heritege.  51  (he  Par  Bafleys,  7-1  Narttma.  8-1  (tee  TaSnu  25-1  Swtuy.  33-1 
rtan 

1996:  SUMMER  SPQJ.  9-0  S Snkn  (13-2)  R Chvflw  11  an 

FORM  FOCUS-  - 


HERITAGE  about  7tfl4ftol  11  to  VDjngereQuesl 
ia  mMu  Jt^snoiSwBd  n«.  good  d 4m). 
MANtLENO  19141  SQi  Hi  0 hr  HhufigW  n tweftm 
marten  4 (teniten  Mm  65yd,  good  to  art) 
IBIHAK  a 3rd  of  17  ft  Monzj  ti  mndan  rt 
Neabuy  (71.  Qood).  ONE  FOR  BAIEYS  6WI  4«rt 


7 to  WtfbU  n mabten  at  Ueartbugli  (Im,  gurt 

^nn%(AY  bca  earn  »t  M rt  5 to  Wtadsw- 
Castte  in  rrahfcn  rt  Redes  pm  Tt  ftrai  on  otnrti- 
mate  start 

S rtediac  IBIHAK.  (mp) 


4.10 


MEXB0R0UGH  MAIDEN  STAKES  (3-Y-0:  £3,720: 71)  (B  runners) 


601  (1)  0-  COMPAKBIUTY 253 ^ieth  Mrtesined)  J Gosden 9-0 LDeBari  - 

£02  IS)  HOMOURABlE  (SheOft  Mohennad)  J Wdb  9-0 WRyan  - 

603  (4|  40-  JUST  GRAND  133  Ototoian  Al  (fatten)  M Jrtnskn  04} JWrawr  » 

604  (8)  3-  TnTA RUFH)  170 (M UrkancN) B Meehan 94) MTatort  8) 

605  (7)  3-  ZAAMR  140  (ttsratm  A]  tolcuri)  B Hlb 941 MHfc  89 

60S  0 034240-  ZAflETSH  189 (B VM) C fttam S4» MRaberte  B2 

607  (ft  00-  DORADO  BEACH  15B  (R  Rfcbate)  B Iflfa  50 JDSrtftp)  - 

608  (3)  HIGHLY  RESPECTED  1G  Myteto)  A Batey  6-9 : SSartw  - 

BETIWtt  5-2  Zadtt.  7-2  TteeMi  4-1  ComptoftHy,  5-1  Jud  Gwd.  7-1 11*  Wo.  8-1  Hnmwabte.  10-1 
odm 

1996c  50RBE  TOWER  90  B Codrane  16-1)  Mb*  G bflanjr  14  an 

FORM  FOCUS 


CflMPAUBUTY  131  Bb  DM3  to  Gaputni  In 
marten  rt  MmmaM  1®,  B«rt  to  (ton) 

JUST  GRAM)  bad  total  about  MC*  *rt  hoaij  40) 
Ol  10  to  ORalkB  hi  marten  *1  iHcaSW  (71,  gaod). 
TTTTA RURU « 3M ol  (8 to  Decod tomaUen a 
Stobuy  (7L  «nd  to  son). 

ZAAHR  4®!  3rd  olll  to  KumaO  In  marten  al 


Newnattel  (®.  good)  ZARETSN  best  altorl  1VBI- 
2rrt  rt  5 to  Dh»  BU  to  rnrten  at  Goodinod  (7L 

Swm'  EACHmSssI  flfal  91*1  9tti  ol  12  to  BHK 
Afcnflya  h marten  rt  (jogteW  (SI.  goof)  or 


panrtttne  stm. 
Sfedtat; 


TArersn 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Wfre 

Rns 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Yflmas 

Hdes 

Mss  G Kettnoy 

5 

21 

238 

D Hntarid 

9 

45 

J Gosden 

27 

128 

21.1 

L DeOrt 

33 

IBS 

B HJt. 

25 

139 

18.0 

M Ms 

26 

150 

M Ownon 

12 

79 

152 

S Sanders 

B 

38 

us  J Coal 

5 

37 

135 

W Ryan 

19 

131 

% 

200 
184) 
17J 
15  B 
15.7 


JNDERER 

3 Absolutly  Equiname.  2.25  Hatcham  Bw.  2^5 
sly  Encounter.  3^5  Rymfog  Cuplet.  4.00  Terao. 
5 Northern  Fleet 
1 Evans:  3.25  Ardbrerman. 

M&  GOOD  TO  FIRM  (CHASE  COURSE).  GOOD 
ROLES) ^ 

50  WANTAGE  NOVICES  HURDLE 
176: 3m  110yd)  (14  runners) 

321  AGSOUniYHlUWA»EZ7(G)MHertt»fllb  M 


1423  BEADY  I 


351  NMUMC 14  ©B  After  7-11-8  -- 
0 ARIBnCPLAXaRAtoBMl^ 

03  CHWSICHURCH18S 
4P  CLARKES GOBSESIJGftrt 5-11-4 


iCJOrtnnH  M 
PHertevpl  97 
Mi  R Tbomion  (5)  - 

C Maude  79 

P«de  - 


J45  COOL  HARRY  9 H Haynes  fc-11-4 - 

JOWWDSS  S Esrto 4-J7-4--  - vj- rr, jrrSSvn  - 
OOQS  L6QKWTtt>fl^23j(Trt^^G-1^CI^^  „ 

F R0A0RUMR21  to L ftehwto  Ml-f _ 

00  5PWT  OF  SUCCESS  94  N Unj»nd7-11-4  -•  •* f _ 
1»  SIPRSIC RAMBLER 829  (QBSwtl  8-11-4.-  Wto«w 
023  TREMPL1N 27 NHantertar 6-10-73.  ...  “AFf0Br?” 
trio,  77-4  town He.  5-7  Abatody  Ed*an».  M Raady  Money  <***- 
Twnpte.  CltortQawto.  Look  h The  Ktrot,  20-1  aliens.  

25  BETTSITDN  NOVICES  CHASE  (£3,574:  3m)  (5) 

S SWffiSBB^ - ? 

St  8: 

^20  IJNTON  ROCKS  10  (F^TOwwon  Jones  6-71-4  8 /tow! 

Mtovn  Boy.  7-4  Unbn  Rods.  <-i  Amber  VWley.  S0-i  BU  Somtn.  3i-l 
t - — 

55  SABIN  DU  LOBt  MAIDEN  HURDLE 


7 

IBCHABtfflSGWto  S{^  5-11-9.  TJO-SJW  -- 

SffSSiAV^s^JSS  - 

i OUT  13  (G)  J Pens  5-11-9  . . J trsiwirtw«y  in  30 


6 COCKPIT  254  G Safdtog  6-11-9  ..  . 

‘ WLT2QJM«llms  6-U-9 


OCBIonJ 

6 6-0  COHOUBVTHE 1QLT  20  J IMars  6-H-9  SCmran 

1 12-3  EVER  BLESSED  12B  (S)  Mr  JFWW  5-114.  . 0 Leahy 

6 5 FATHER HBWY 3S NlWswi 6-11-9  JltAflng»a« 

9 4002  FOXES  LAD  14  D ttcWwn  6-H-9  B Johnson 

10  HAW  HEHHY  27P  fl /ttw  Ml-9  . .MrfBwrt* 
15  HKM  SUMMER  18IF 1 Thtoisor,  Jaws  7-11-9  - jCitaly 

12  0 HOUR  HORSE Z7  N (tetoa 6-11-9  ..  ..  CMawle 

13  IMP  IHFtRIAL  HOKOHS  8?  H Lamtort  S-ii-9  Orrte  Webb  (5) 

14  4520  UVH.Y  BffiOUNTEH  13  (S)  Mi  M Jonej  6-11-9  Derek  Bynw 

15  tV  PROUD  TOBY  104  G&aWtog  7-11-9  JRAannagA 

16  7543  OUWEAGIE  56(51  MPy*  5-11-9  JameEiiws 


17  M RaWMER  21  to  JPteian  ?-n-9 

18  W RRW  TYCOOI4  9 P Wtt.  8-11-9 

19  3-0  TOM  PWCH  13  G BaWtog  6-11-9 

20  0640  WARR10  10S  M Gostev  7-11-9 

21  -3P0  MAlWrs  WALK  22  H (hWurviawK  7-J1-4 


B6 


BPOwefl 
WMatsron 
R Grwne 
LHawy 
CUmM> 

7-2  Etei  Btesed  5-1  LMy  Entewta  6-1  Fane  Lad  71  Bieaih  (8  Scandal 
Quin  Eagle  Bum  Out  12-1  olhen 

3.25  ALISON  ASSOCIATES  HUNTERS  CHASE 

(Amaleiws:  £2.775'  3m)  (7) 

J 31-5  EXPRESSI^231G^lMfisAlte--l3-l2-10GpHiWdL, 
l 5P1  RYIWG  CLPUET  15  (F.G>)  M I non  IM2-10  L Jell  art  p)  _ 
J UURF  ALflPA  SOP  A (Mmn  IO-l’-<  V Cntflm  (7l  - 

4 32IF  ARDBREfOWIMPff.GiJhwa  1D-1S-4  £ Janes  £)  - 

5 22-2  FOX  P0D41EH  2Z  (F5)  to  L £««.  V-lS-4  R Ttomfon  (S)  66 

6 322P  TEA7R4DEB 6 (F.G.S)  Urss  1 Ba/ey  11-12-4  toil  Btawr (7)  76 

7 -FR  THE B0DHRAM 0P M Edited  1 -12-4.  .Rfttoa»(7)  - 

5-4  Rniwg  O4ML  11-4  Pw««.  9-2  Ejpessnwi.  KM  rcanda.  t?-l 

Anbmon,  20-1  The  flnftan.  25-1  ALW 

4.00  PAUL  CR0UCHER  MEMORIAL  TROPHY 
HANDICAP  CHASE  (£4.728'  2m  4f)  (6) 

1 4P0-  toJM4EWff347(C,O/.G(0fJ«otori-ir-»Dltoffl^ 

2 4021  TEHAD  9 iCDf.S)  M npe  11-11-10 16e»1  ...  T J Murphy  93 

3 -PP4  MASTER  BOSTOK 17  IDG.SlHWwrtWM  9-11-8  ft  Geest  - 

4 351P  COOLREE  34  (fD.f.G.Sr  P VnJiolii  9 i0  9 M A FogenU  B9 

5 232-  CHAMSE  THE  ACT  363  (CW£.S)  IteYWtor,  13-10-7 

flJtWKon  92 

6 422  HIGH  ALLTTHJDE  21  (G5l  U rvata,  Mr.  9-10-2  B Pwel  @ 
5.4  law  7-3  1-togti  Aid  nude  Vi  C«*ee  CdMiuje  tv  An  lO-i  I*  Jartwree 
16-1  Masw  basr® 


4.35  NEWBURY  RACECOURSE  STATION  HANDICAP 
HURDLE  (£3.318: 2m  tlOyd)  14) 

1 26»5  RED  RAJA  27  lOG5l  P UllcfeU  12-0  J Osrwne  9 

2 2424  nOtUHUW  RiH  38  Un*  PeoM  172  MAFtooerdfl  92 

J 1062  FAIRLY  SHARP  14  (DJSFf)  6 hoc  10-10  . R Gnesl  98 
4 550  PfiOVtoCE  27  C Mm  tiM  J Magee  fj)  86 

WflaJRau  7-4  Narrttm  fleer  S-2  'Zixt  u-l  hornet 


? COURSE  SPECIALISTS 

NEWBURY:  Trainers.  D ■*«**£  * 

wmners  from  115  arrows.  SB**.  » 

Shetwood.  Ifi  *70411  66  -46%  li 

21  Wffli  104. R Abw. 

gsarsfi7«TMF»pe.  »»**«■ 

15^%,  Mrs  J Pdman.  8 IrorT'  W. 1: & 1 *»> 

Utriuw:  J CfcdvvT't.  40  weirers  Irwi 

23.1%; W IMOA , •< »«n * p g 
Ueweftyn.  15  from  109.  1 3 B%.  “ Mlot-  s 
from  75. 12.0% 


KELSO:  trainers  f CaLo? «.  3 wnneis 
franTfunriHi.  429%.Mi£.JaneSi»£ry  6 
Irom  17.  35  3%.  Mrs  M RavGtoy  37  (mm 
126.  S41,  Mrs  J Gooatc«o>N.  13  trom 
52.  2£0%  j fi  FiL'.a«aW  4 from  is 
25  0%:  M Hammurrf  23  Iron,  105. 21  9% 


»!  Lignin 
<r  M 


rides  50  (ft,  Mr  M BudDumc  4 from  1 1 , 
J6  4%.  P taen.  A9  from  1 37  3t  S%.  Mr  C 
ESorev  6 from  21.  28  6%  R Gwlfry.  10 
(rom  49. 20  4% 


THUNDERER 

1 40  Son  Of  Anshan.  2. 15  Mr  Knitwit  2.45  Supreme 
Soviet  3.15  Son  Ol  Iris.  3.50  Jigtime.  4220  Derannia. 
4.50  Mister  Ross. 

The  Times  Private  Handi capper’s  lop  rating: 

4^0  DERANNIE. 

Carl  Evans:  3.50  Jigtime. 


GOING:  GOOD  SIS 


1 .40  PERCY  ARMS  JUVBULE  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(E2.815. 2m  21)  (12  runners) 

1 31F1  SON  OF  ANSHAN  13  (G£)  Mrs  A Srtfart  11-10 — iSuppto 

2 21  CLASH  Of  SWORDS  31  (C^IPCrtw  H-4  ...  LWyer 

3 50  BOLD  CLASSIC  23  C Gnrf  10-12 . TReed 

4 3 BOURBON  DYNASTY  13  S Rrtanfa  10-12 A Dobbin 

5 CAUIAfiRM Barnes  KM?  ..  S7ayter(5) 

b 00  CHEF  Q«m  38  W Koto  10-13  & McDoue^ 

? 20  HONEYSCHOCE  59  (BF)  U Ftenmond  10-13 . - — HGarraty 

ti  54£  KNOWN  SECRET  13>  Mwrtft  HM2 M Mrtoney 

9 MYSTICAL  I8ND231FM  Ybne  10-17 ASSttfOi 

rtt  0?  OVERSMAK 16  4 Rages*  16-12 P Km 

11  2 AMU'S  GEM  31  Mrs  S Eterthuna  10-7. M Foster 

12  0 QUEETTS  COUNSEL  16  Mes  M MrOtgro  10-7 B Storey 

l-e  -Jon  ffl  tesftan.  4-1  Ctasft  Of  Sna*.  9-3  awsmjn.  6-1  Ahm 


2.1 5 TWEEDDALE  PRESS  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£3.947. 2m  If)  (8) 

1 2123  UR  KMWrr  13  (GJ  P Monteffli  IO-IT45  . A Dobbto 

> -f  13  REAL  TiMC  14  (CujF.G)  6 Richanb  7-11-8  ..  R Dunwoody 

5 I4fl  AMERICAN  HERO  669  tf.G)  R Alton  9-11-2- B Storey 

J P435  JYUJAM  JDWWY  66  (SjJjOVel*  9-11-2.  BMcCoftp) 
b 3450  MALTA  MAN  34  P CSWsbrourti  7-11-2.  . . ASSrtb 

t PF32  MOSS  PA6EANT  IT  f0|  F HUon  7-iW  . ._  KJMnsm 
7 U044  MUSK flUTZ  101  too TlWKon 6-11-2  . . T Read 

B 31-3  MONKEY  WENCH  16  (Fj  to  J GomMtoa  8- 10-11  AThomton 
frA  W rnmni  i-l  hot  tome.  S I Jympm  Jaftnre.  8-1  oBtet 


5 LOTHIAN  PLUMBING  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

7 2m  21)  (10) 

lit  WGLfTOMW  13  (CO&SI  6 Mxtoggar)  0-I2J)  ..  8 Stony 
3P6  t*CLE  DOUG  20  (C.G,S)  to  Mflewtey  6-13-0  - Pl*«i 
242  HAM  1TEGGS  23  p,G)  M Hrmnunl  6-11-6  . — HGarfty 
OOP  ARAGON  AYR  14  (CD.G.S;  P MorteW  9-1 1-6  C McCormack  (7) 

1 5S  LBINGATE  1 3 IC.G5)  L Lur^o  &-1M3 R Srtttte 

JW  ADAMAFIC  10  lCD.f. G)  8 A/tor fi-lM  . - --  L WW 

420  SUPREME  SOVIET  15  A WMlans  7-10-2.  A DcUrt 

440  OUR  ROBERT  15  (S)  J Fifrgeirtd  5-10-0  FLrtdtt  PI 

m MOMfrUE  FORTE  » l&S)  J flam  7-1M  - - JMBm 
0/0  GOING  PlIBUC  43  (F.G)  P OmesbKwflh  HMM  -'AS  Srokn 


n n IM  U trtir  C 1 IV.  Qntel  7.1  mlfMIVi  rUllfi  (Li  litfR 


O Wtiiverhampion's  clerk  of  the  courses, 
Ashley  Bealby.  was  yesferday  fined  £500  by 
the  Jockey  Club’s  disciplinary  oommiftee  for 
failing  to  keep  the  public  informed  of  the 
abandonment  of  racing  al  Wolverhampton’s 
jumping  fixture  on  Boxing  Day  last  year. 


3.1 5 KING’S  OWN  SCOTTISH  BORDERERS 
CHALLENGE  CUP  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£4,143;  3m  It)  (5) 

1 POP3  WHAAT  FETTLE  21  POFAS)  6 FSchanls  12-1M0  A CtoMta 

2 8511  SW  Of  SBS  45  to  M few**  9-11-5  - . PtoW 

3 4251  ACOlGAN  13  (COW)  to  J 6oodfeSw  10-11-2  - N Burtajr . 

4 2346  TIGH1B1  BUDGET  B (CWfl5)  to  0 S met  10-10-10 

MMrtooey 

5 P321  COOUi  LAME  13  (G5)  J Don  10-10-3 DPAr 

7-4  Sm  01  Hs.  3-1  Whart  FrtBe.  Kncrttpn.  5-1  Coqrt  Lw  10-1  Titfut  BudgA 


3.50  J RUTHERFORD  EARLST0N  HUNTERS 
CHASE  (Amateuis:  £2.21 1 : 3m  41)  (5) 


4-6 
TatanTcoado 


2-22  ROYAL  JESTER  21  (CDFAS)  C Skwt  13-13-3.  C Sion/  (5) 
-153  SOU7H0W  MMSTOEL  IBP  (FAS)  N Oartwten  14-12-2 

WssCM mrttem 

-454  TARTAN  TORNAD0 10  (F£)  to  P Las  11-13-2  P Johnson  gj 

Jl-I  J®nW21«A5fJHtaKB-lJ-11 MBttdtamfl(7) 

1/11  OFIAME  RA&3A  13PSE5)  S SMey-Bwai  11-11-10 

Wss  PRMooniS) 

11-4  Royrt  Jwter,  7-1  Odrtge  tegua.  M Sarttooi  MfeelwL  12-1 


4.20  KELSO  ANNUAL  MEMBERS  NATIONAL 
HUNT  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(Divl:E2.409: 2m  6f)(15) 

1 -631  DB1AMIE  14  (5)  6 RtUnnk  5-11-5  ADrttti 

2 BFPI  ESTAOJSH  1? Tc^JDtak  9-11-0...  - AThontai 

3 32E6  CASH  BOX  24  T Cat  9-10-12 — HSntffa 

4 (M3  CHOiV/HJ.  DRAPES  18  J Hnad  JrtiBM  7-10-12  M Mohmy 

5 LORD  PAT  Mis  M IMS^n  6-10-12 E Cabghan  (3) 

E 30  MArtJR HARBS 53 MHammart 5-10-12 R Sanity 

7 0355  ieML014P0w*aiflfr7-U>-ia ASSfflfti 

8 545  M0NS1BJ8  DARCY  41  J Attain  5-10-12 J Raton 

9 3 NOeaoa*S38jrtegBa«S-i(M2  RDurwootty 

ID  FP3P  PB1SJAN  CSANGE  4 0 Lam  7-10-12 JBnte 

11  005  POLITICAL  ULLSTAH  66  fl  Nlasn  5-10-12 B Stony 

12  V0  SAMBUNG LANE 46 ft ABai 8-70-12 SUrtr&a(7} 

13  DOWSWLLnoi  6-10-7 RSupolfl 

14  P JUST  POLLY  SZ  H Atoondo  5-10-7 R McGmh  (5) 

15  OOP-  M0RERASH  333  J Hridanc  5-10-7  FUanyP) 

7-4  Otssrrte.  9-2  ChuMtH  ftmes.  6-1  No  Gmnncb.  6-1  Map  Hams.  10-1 
Es&bbsb.  14-1  MesaU.  16-1  often. 


4.50  KELSO  ANNUAL  MEMBERS  NATIONAL 
HUNT  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(Divff  £2,335:  an6m0yd  (14) 

t TT54  UBTER  ROSS  21  (C/.GlJHowadJahtsaa  7-11-12' A OoMtt 

2 2800  J0NAEM  IS  0 to  E Start  7-11-4 — ICJnnwn 

3 P085  BUSY  BOY  3D  Lai*  1 0-10-12  Jftrtn 

4 00  CHASWG DREAMS 34 CGBM 6-10-12 RBaitfty 

5 M0  FASTER  HON  139  R Alton  6-10-12 — SliWrase  (7) 

C -625  GHOSIOIOR 27 fflf) C ffirtranfc 6-10-r? RDumwodY 

7 -OOP  JUST  ONE  QUESTION  42  l(&  J J OWO  7-10-12 PHWn 

8 54  MKE  STAN  15  L Longo  6-10-12  ft  Scpofe 

9 P PRICE  OF  UWff  14  to  J Gootftftn  5-10-12 . ..  N Bwwy 

10  6 SMAfPLSZE  15  MB  M Sttt  5-10-T2— HrSMas 

ti  00  WOOOHOUSE  LANE  15  N Ctarobatoh  5-10-12 

Mbs  C Mwafla  (7) 

12  00  IWMAV0U9Bi53Mra5  6adbume5-iO-7 Mfcaw 

13  34)4  STSYWmSJ^MsDTtaMrrll-IW - LOttn 

14  H)  WEEBJMPAWUO 43 {GJ  to JSwqr 7-10-7 Mr C Storey 
6-4  Mao  Ross.  11-4  Siosrenw.  $-1  wt  San.  16-1  Jasam.  Faster  Bop.  id 
One  Cfteskn,  20-1  aftaa 


BUNKERED  RRST  77M&  Newbury:  ZSDexna 


Artful  Dane  can 
profit  from  visor 


DONCASTER 
CHANNEL 4 

2.05:  Magic  Combination 
could  be  aptly  named  with 
Frankie  Dettori  having  been 
booked  to  ride  by  Barney 
Curley.  The  selection  pos- 
sessed decent  form  in  Ireland 
when  with  Kevin  Prendergast, 
winning  three  races  and  fin- 
ishing second  to  Theatreworid 
last  season.  The  four-year-old 
has  shaped  with  some  prom- 
ise in  three  runs  over  hurdles 
here  and  looks  reasonable 
treated.  ; 


Noufart  has  won  five  races 
an  the  Fibresand  but  the  Reg 
HoUinshead-trained  stayer,  a 
good  fourth  behind  Ceieric  in 
foe  Northumberland  Plate  at 
Newcastle  last  year,  looks 
nicely  weighted  on  previous 
runnings  against  Invest  Wise- 
ly and  Upper  Mount  Clair. 

235:  Unbeaten  in  three  starts 
on  die  all-weather,  Mansab 
looks  well  treated  on  his 
return  to  the  Turf,  racing  off  a 
handicap  mark  4lb  lower  than 
when  completing  his  treble  at 
Wolverhampton  37  days  ago. 
Les  Eyre  was  on  the  mark 
yesterday  with  Brutal  Fantasy 


and  the  consistent  Kira  should 
be  race-fit  after  two  recent 
outings  on  the  all-weather.  In 
a wide-open  sprint  handicap, 
a case  can  be  made  out  for 
several  rivals,  including  Tiler, 
Weetman's  Weigh  and 
Daawe. 

3.10:  Artful  Dane  recorded 
improved  performances  when 
headgear  was  worn  last  au- 
tumn. including  two  good 
runs  over  Newmarket's  de- 
manding mile.  A visor  is  worn 
today  and,  with  Michael  Rob- 
erts booked  by  the  in-form 
Mikey  Heaton-Ellis,  he  looks 
to  have  solid  claims. 

Pat  Eddery  is  an  eyecatch- 
ing booking  lor  Sharp  Shuffle, 
while  Shinerolla  comes  into 
calculations  after  an  encour- 
aging return  at  Wolverhamp- 
ton recently.  The  Colin  Parker- 
trained  runner,  fourth  in  the 
Lincoln  last  year,  is  particular- 
ly well  handicapped  on  his 
best  form. 

3.40:  Barry  Hills  invariably 
has  a winner  or  two  at  this 
meeting  and  Mithak  can 
begin  to  justify  his  $160,000 
price  tag  by  improving  on  two 
decent  efforts  last  term.  Third 
to  the  well-regarded  Benny 
The  Dip  on  his  debut  ,ar 
Newmarket,  the  Silver  Hawk 
colt  did  even  better  behind 
Monza  at  Newbury  and  he  is  a 
solid  form  choice. 

Mark  Johnston  and  John 
Gosden  were  among  the  win- 
ners yesterday  ana  clearly 
have  their  strings  well  for- 
ward. Their  respective  run- 
ners. One  For  Baileys  and 
Heritage,  look  the  dangers. 

Richard  Evans 


Doncaster 

Going:  good  10  firm,  good  ri  ptaoes 
130  (im  4f)  1.  Galapino  (R  Mutter,  13-2 
ff-fav};  S.  Raffles  Rooster  (8-11:  3,  Urgeni 
Swtt  (20-1):  4.  Dendng  Cavalier  (20-n 
Opera  Bull  13-2  |Uaw  24  ran,  lltol  Mbs  G 

Ketoray  Toie  E730c  £2  DO.  £2.00.  £7  DO. 

£550.  DF-  £27  40.  Trio:  £1,367  00  (pari 
wot  pool  ol  £87358  carried  torward  to  SSS 
u Doncaster  today).  CSF:  £47  5i  Tricasr 
£96457 


2.05 11m  2f  60yd]  1,  Mfracle  KkJ  (L  DeTiwi. 
9-2.  Thunderer's  nap):  2,  Love  Has  No 
Pride  (18-11.  3.  The  Daetay  (I&-1).  4. 
Seawry  (10-1).  Sword  Am  3-1  lav.  16  ran. 
3L  *L  jGratleaTcte  Cfi2O.ElS0.E3  4O, 
£380,  E310  OF:  £39  70.  Trio-  MZ4.10. 
CSF  E59BB  Tncast-  E77S52. 

255  (51)  1.  BHiaridge  Dancer  (M  Tebdufl. 
7-1).  2.  MEJa  Bariras  (15-2):  3.  Stalely 
Princess  |4-1  p-tev).  Somosrerra  4-1  jr-tev. 
IB  ran  1>*L  31  B Meehen.  Teto  £1100; 
£3  SO.  £2  SO.  £130  OF:  E37SO  Tno: 
£139.10  CSF:  £6342. 

3.10  (Im)  1 , Canyon  Croak  0.  Dettori.  7-2); 
2,  Yeasi  (Evens  ravj;  3,  Band  On  7he  Rui 
tao-11  Gran  4L nk. J GosOen. Tote- £3.40; 
S.eaci  40  OF- £2.60.  CSF:  £B 61 
3.40(51)  t.  Bratai  Fantasy  (RLeapfr),  13-2): 
2,  Ettena  Ud  (4-1  jt-tav];  3.  Btehopo  Court 
14-1  jMavi  12  rat  NR:  Gdd  Edge  Nk.  21  J 
Ewe;  To®:  £7 SO.  E2  40.  £200  E200  DF- 
£2600.  Tno.  £2790  CSF:  £31.03  Tricast 
£10690 

4.10  fim  21  BOfll)  1,  Break  The  Rules  JMrs 


Pipe 

£1  SO,  £3aa  EJL20  DF:  £11.40  Tno. 
£42.30.  CSF  £2932.  TricaSL'  £250.14 


4AQ  (Im)  1,  Fly  To  Hus  Stare  U Weawr. 
5-G tevt  2.  Feuer's  Source  (3-l|:  3.  Bumng 
Trutti  (10-1).  8 ran.  71,  2M  M Jofrusfon. 
Tote.  El  70;  £1.10,  £1.40.  £2.40.  DF  *230 
CSF:  £3^6 

Jackpot  not  ann  (poo I erf  £3.97735 
cairted  torward  to  Doncaster  today). 
Ptacepot  £62.40.  Quadpoc  £5.40. 


j To  HI5-21. 3 ran  NR-  . 
4L  Idf  Q Bakfang.  Tote-  £2.70 
CSF;  £4 ,0B 


3.50  (2m  6)  txtte)  i,  Motoque  (R  Johnson. 
1-2  lav.  Private  Hancficapper'a  lop  retting): 
Z Regal  Gem  (SOI);  3.  Scenic  Waters. 
{9-2J  15  ran  BI.  2W.  D Mcftofton  Trie 
£1  60:  n 10.  E3B0,  El  50  DF:  £950  Tno- 
£3  70  CSF  - £16  77 

4.20  (an  51  chj  I,  Tom’s  Gsm/ni  Star  (Mr  E 
Janes,  33-l>:  2,  Vital  Song  (7-zi,  3. 
Northern  VBtage  (33-  L)  King's  Treasure  5-4 
lav  (Z).  3 ran  NR  Tom's  Af»che  51.  101  O 
Career.  Tom.tS1.SO:  e5  7tt  £120.  £2  60. 
OF.  £197.00  Tno.  £144.90  (pan  won,  pool 
ol  £71.48  earned  tarerans  lo  2 35  al 
Doncaster  today).  CSF.  £13484 

4.50  Pm  hdto)  1,  Northern  Stadighl  (C 
Mautte.  13-8).  2,  Easy  Ustenlng  f71-8 1 bu)‘ 
a Kino's  Cross  (12-1).  4 ran.  12L  18  M 
Pipe  Tote-  £1  90.  DF-  £2 10  CSF:  C 4 06 

5.20  {2m  Hoi  race)  1,  Noisy  AGrw  (R 
Massey,  1-3  lav):  2.  Normana  (33-1).  3. 
Saffl  Scatty  (14-1)  14  ran  HP-  Lite's  VVOrfc. 
m 1L  0 Nicholson.  Toie:  El  30.  El  ID. 
£6. 50.  £1.90.  DF:  £24.30  Tno  £18400 
CSF  £27.68.  Afrer  a stwrorefc'  (nqunr. 
rasufr  stood 


PlaoepoC  £82.70.  Quedpot  £42.40. 


Plumpton 

Gotog.-  good  to  firm 


2J25  (2m  4|  tvflft  1.  Eau  Oe  Cologne  [M 
ftchards.  2-1):  2.  Lord  Mils  lEvens  tart:  3, 


i-BU6Jsua  iwr.  itju.il 

OF  £2.40.  Trio-  CB  00  CSF:  £108. 


£55  (2m  51  ch)  1.  Hegel  Aura  (W  Marsun. 
S-ll.  2.  Sutkrfk  Roart  (6-1 1:  3.  Jovial  Man 
<11-6  lav).  & ran  fl.  «.  D O'Bnen  Tale 
«80;  £1.80.  £20ft  £1.10  DF  £2160. 
CSF-  £27  79  Tncasr  £47  61. 

325  t2m  11  rvtte)  t.  GanerM  Shfrtey  (M 
Clinton,  im  0-tort.  2.  Scalp  'em  |K-1);  3. 
VaribonaunhuafltG-l)  Toma)  11  -4  6-  lev  10 
rare  3,  & P Hedger.  Toce:  E3.W  Cim 
£5 SO.  El  00  DF-E&4  20  Tntr  £49  70  CSF- 
E58.B2.  TricaSL  £E09  5& 


Wincanton 

Going:  good  to  Grm.  firm  in  places 
2.16  (2m  hefie)  1,  MAdhlgM  Legend  (R 
Johnson,  4-7  lav}.  2.  EmMnftncm  (10-1J; 
3.  RfrwCH  Vision  (13-2)  14  ran  3KI,  nk.  D 
NfehSon  Tt«:  El  70.  £1  40,  £2.30.  £1 20. 
DF:  £5  50  T«o  ESJO.  CSF.  EG.09 
2.45  (2m  51  Ch)  1,  Metaood  Caste  (A 
ThMTuor.  M):  2,  RaJnchac*.  (33-1).  3, 
dream  fflda  {0-11  lav)  6 ran.  Hd.  71  R 
Alrw.  Tcrfe  £3j00:  £1 4Q,  £5  80.  OF:  £15  3Q. 
CSF:  £48.53, 

3.15  (3m  If  tlOyd  ehl  f.  Foote  errand  (Mr 
A Balding,  7-4);  2,  SuVey  Bay  [&-4  lav);  3, 


4LQ0  (2m  chi  1.  Fight  Lieutenant  (O 
Bndgnater.  1-4  tart:  2.  Robins  Pnde  (7-2); 
3.  Mheanmetoo  (5D-ii.  5 ran  41.  231  T 
Casey.  Tola- £120.  £ 1 00. 0.70.  DF  El  50. 
CSF.  £145 

*00  13m  ii  110yd  ch)  i.  Stack  Church  ID 
O'SuftBTL  £-5  few),  2.  Jftkar  J&ck  { la-li:  3. 
Ftoocdo  (7-1).  4 ran.  41.  dtsl  RRoaa.Trtr 
£150  DF.  £8.50  CSF  £4  54 

5.00  (2m  41  hotel  1.  Ke#y  Mac  (Mr  R 
Thomion.  IM):  2.  Ateaws  GiEena  (2-1 
lav).  3.  King's  Goto  (S-ij.  8 ran.  2YA.  G1  D 
O'Brien.  Tote  £3.10:  £120.  £120.  £2.00. 
Cff:  £3.20  CSF:  £7  76  Tncasr  £2i  59 

Ptacepot  £400.  Ouadpot  £2JQ. 


- ^ m ^■■inroer ara^ro  ->ar^| tori uu tfr  rf/frrr'* ri itmI iwnl Uv  !«* ift*^ — • 

nUmlpmr v( If* <YY A- (onfh  tt»r*r>f*  tfagt.in7-fli#««ii>  Utn/u'j  ii  r \/i*  ir*U,i.,n,  pn-i„  ALun.,*!, . , ',w  l v CVr iiKfrfl wevwnY 


t 


42  SPORT 


RUGBY  UNION 


England’s  chances 
bolstered  by  Catt 

By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent 


ENGLAND’S  prospects  for  a 
successful  defence  of  their 
Rugby  World  Cup  sevens  tide 
took  a timely  turn  for  the 
better  in  Hong  Kong  yester- 
day when  Mike  Catt  the  Bath 
stand-off  half,  reported  fit 
after  straining  a groin  in 
training  earlier  this  week- 
Four  years  ago  Andrew 
Harriman  led  a comparatively 
unknown  group  of  England 
players  into  three  days  of 
freezing  weather  in  Edin- 
burgh, who  emerged  as  win- 
ners of  the  inaugural  Melrose 
Cup  competition.  Now  Harri- 
man is  manager  of  a team  that 

has  played  in  no  sevens  com- 
petitions, enjoyed  rally  three 
training  runs  together  before 
departure  for  the  Far  East, 
finds  itself  in  conditions  as 
alien  as  Murrayfield’s  cold 


and  rain  were  to  the  Fijians 
and  Samoans  and  which  lost 
Lawrence  Daliaglio.  its  cap- 
tain, this  week. 

“Five  of  the  team  played  in 
1993,  so  it  is  just  a case  of 
bringing  the  other  five  into  the 
fold  quickly."  Harriman  said, 
although  this  time  England, 
blessed  with  all-round  pace, 
have  nobody  who  possesses 
the  raw  speed  that  Harriman 
had  himself  when  on  the  wing 
for  Harlequins. 

Yet  England’s  prospects  are 
brighter  than  those  of  the 
other  home  unions.  Wales, 
despite  the  experience  of  Allan 
Bateman,  have  been  wrecked 
by  injury  and  Scotland’s 
youngsters  may  find  them- 
selves outclassed,  though  in 
James  Craig  they  do  have  a 
genuine  finisher.  Ireland,  so 


John  Fisher  savour 
comprehensive  win 


JOHN  FISHER,  from  Sur- 
rey.  Dew  the  flag  for  compre- 
hensive-school rugby  union 
yesterday  beating  Durham 
28-24  in  the  final  of  the  Open 
tournament  at  the  Rosslyn 
Park  schools  sevens  (a  Corres- 
pondent writes). 

Coached  fay  Mike  Davies, 
the  former  London  Welsh 
flanker.  John  Fisher  were  the 
dark  horses  of  the  competi- 
tion and  have  not  progressed 
beyond  the  last  16  before  this 
year.  Durham,  the  North  of 
England  sevens  champions, 
were  also  appearing  in  the 
final  for  the  first  time  but  with 
Jonathan  Golightfy,  last  sea- 
son’s England  Under-16 
stand-off  halt  and  Hall 
Chariton,  the  north  of  Eng- 
land Under-18  scrum  half, 
they  started  as  favourites. 

However,  it  was  John  Fish- 
er who  drew  first  blood  when 
Carrel  le  Dixon  showed  his 
pace  to  score.  They  wenr 
further  ahead  through  Shel- 
boume.  the  scrum  half,  before 
Dixon  again  showed  the  Dur- 
ham defence  a dean  pair  of 
heels  to  extend  the  lead. 


Durham,  who  had  knocked 
out  a talented  Eltham  side  in 
their  semi-final,  replied  with 
tries  from  Stanley  and 
Isaacson,  but  when  John 
Fisher’s  captain,  Pilkingtoa 
scored  fourth  try  the  contest 
was  effectively  over. 

A late  Durham  rally  had 
the  crowd  on  its  feet  but 
despite  two  further  tries  by  the 
substitute.  Brown,  and  Cavey. 
the  Surrey  schoolboys  held  on 
for  a well-deserved  victory. 

It  was  also  the  final  of  the 
inaugural  Colts  tournament 
which  saw  Millfiefd  run  out 
comfortable  34-10  winners 
over  Llanhari.  from  mid-Gla- 
morgan. Trailing  10-0  in  the 
first  half,  Millfidd  staged  an 
overpowering  recovery  with 
King  scoring  two  spectacular 
tries. 

RESULTS:  Open  towrmment:  Ousder- 
ftn(K  Campion  22  & Edward's  12.  John 
Rsher  32  Hvnpmn  S.  Si  Joseph's  24 
Durham  31:  EBham  31  Gtantaf  24  Sarm- 
bnatx  Campon  0 John  Rsher  29.  Durham 
24  Eltham  12  Final:  John  Rdw  28  Durham 
24  Colts  tournament  Quarter-finals:  Hab- 
erdashers' Asto's  19  Oratory  22;  LLanhari 
22  Dwr-y-Feta  19;  RGS  High  Wycombe  7 
MCfieW  38;  Bkchmove  12  Bryanston  26. 
Semi-finate  Uanhan  38  Oratory  S;  MJffisU 
33  Bryanston  10.  Rnafc  Uanhan  10  Mated 
34. 


unlucky  not  to  reach  the 
inaugural  final  (they  lost  in 
the  semi-final  to  Australia), 
have  to  survive  difficult  group 
games  against  South  Africa  — 
who  are  led  by  Joost  van  der 
Westhuizen  — and  Argentina, 

Should  England  succeed 
where  no  northern-hemi- 
sphere team  has  done  since 
the  Barbarians  in  1981  and 
win  in  Hong  Kong,  it  will  be  a 
marvellous  achievement  Far 
more  likely,  however,  is  suc- 
cess for  Fiji  or  the  well- 
motivated  New  Zealanders, 
despite  the  absence  of  Jonah 
Lomu,  through  illness,  Chris- 
tian Cullen,  through  injury 
and  various  leading  players 
contracted  to  their  Super  12 
teams. 

England  open  against  Can- 
ada and  Zimbabwe  today  in  a 
24-team  tournament  pcpected 
to  produce  a turnover  in  excess 
of  £6  million,  despite  com- 
plaints over  the  absence  of  top 
players  from  the  leading  coun- 
tries. In  that  respect,  England 
have  not  let  the  tournament 
dawn,  but  the  clash  with  die 
Super  12  series  has  removed 
such  players  as  George 
Gregan  and  Matthew  Burke 
from  the  scene. 

Not,  however,  the  irrepress- 
ible David  Campese,  for 
whom  this  will  be  a last  fling 
in  Australia's  colours;  nor  die 
aptly-named  Eric  Rush,  who 
leads  New  Zealand  into  ac- 
tion. WaisaJe  Serevi.  the  little 
genius  at  stand-off  half,  re- 
turns yet  again  with  Fiji. 

In  the  week  that  China 
received  membership  of  the 
Internatioal  Rugby  Football 
Board,  Hong  Kang  field  a 
team  which,  for  the  first  time, 
includes  a Chinese  player  in 
Chan  Fuk-Ping. 

Can’s  recovery  came  too  late 
to  prevent  Will  Greenwood 
from  joining  the  England 
squad  as  cover,  which  has 
caused  the  postponement  of 
Leicester’s  league  game 
against  Gloucester  tomorrow. 

FIRST  ROUND  POOLS:  A:  Canada.  Eng- 
land, Zimbabwe.  B:  Austrafia,  Romania. 
Scotland  C:  Japan.  Naw  Zealand.  Tonga.  D: 
Rjp,  Hang  Kang,  Portogal  E:  France.  South 
a.  United  States  - - - 


Korea. 

Morocco.  Spain  G 
Aim.  KNamfeta. 


F:  Cook  Islands. 

Wand.  South 
, Western  Samoa 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAYMAgB121^ 

UniBond 
pennant 
embellishes 
last  eight 
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Puskas  warms  up  with  some  shooting  practice  before  calling  the  tune  at  .Wembley  in  October  1963 

Puskas  gallops  to  new  milestone 


“ T"1ootbalJ  today?"  Ferenc 
|H  Puskas  said.  “I  dealt 

JL  see  it  Where  is  it?"  He 
was  standing,  in  sunshine,  on 
the  thick,  green  turf  of  Wem- 
bley Stadium,  where  in  Nov- 
ember 1953.  he  had  done  so 
much  to  help  Hungary  thrash 
England  6-3:  the  first  foreign 
team  to  triumph  on  English 
soil. 

Later,  on  a television  screen, 
we  were  shown  flickering. 
Subbuteo  images  of  the  re- 
markable goal  he  scored  when 
he  pulled  the  ball  back  with 
die  sole  of  his  boot  and  Billy 
Wright,  in  the  timeless  words 
of  Geoffrey  Green  in  The 
Times,  rushed  past  him  “like  a 
fire  engine  going  to  the  wrong 
fire”. 

The  Galloping  Major 
gallops  no  more;  the  paunch  is 
extravagant,  as  it  has  been  for 
years,  but  the  ultra-Hungar- 
ian hairline  remains  largely 
undisturbed.  As  does  the  ur- 
chin grin. 

Puskas  will  be  70  next 
month.  A cake  was  produced 
in  his  honour;  he  blew  out  the 
candles  in  two  puffs.  The 
England  team  that  lost  that 
day  — Stanley  Matthews, 


Brian  GlanvQle  salutes  one  of  the  world’s 
greatest  players,  who  will  be  70  next  month 


George  Robb,  who  won  his 
only  cap  that  day.  and  Jackie 
Sewell,  who  scored  a goal  — 
were  present  to  pay  genial 
homage. 

Puskas  had  a left  foot  that 
terrorised  defences,  (“with  a 
left  foot  like  that,  you  don’t 
need  a right  foot."  Danny 
Blanchflower,  the  Tottenham 
Hotspur  captain,  once  said) 
but  he  never  won  a World  Cup 
winner's  medal.  In  1954,  when 
Hungary  were  red-hot 
favourites,  he  was  kicked  from 
behind  in  their  opening  S-3 
victory  over  West  Germany 
and  did  not  play  again  until 
the  final,  which  they  lost  to  the 
Germans. 

He  refused  to  use  this  as  an 
excuse.  “We  lost  3-2: 1 haven’t 
anything  else  to  say,"  he  said. 
"We  lost  a game  and  that's 
enough."  But  was  the  goal  he 
scored,  which  would  have 
bent  die  equaliser,  wrongly 
ruled  out  by  Mervyn  Griffiths, 
the  Welsh  linesman,  and  Bill 
Ling,  the  English  referee?  "It 


was  a goal”  Puskas  said,  “but 
the  linesman  gave  offside  and 
the  referee  agreed."  . 

There  were  those  who 
thought  Puskas  should  not 
have  played  m dial  game,  that 
he  was  not  fully  fit  and  that  his 
return  upset  the  balance  of  the 
team  that  should  have  been 
flourishing  without  him. 

In  1956.  finding  himself 
providentially  abroad  with  the 
Homed  dub  when  the  Hun- 
garian uprising  broke  out  he 
stayed  away  and  eventually 
struck  up  a glorious  partner- 
ship with  Alfredo  Di  Stefano. 
the  Argentina  international,  at 
Real  Madrid. 

In  the  fabled  European  Cup 
final  of  I960,  against  Eintracht 
Frankfurt,  in  Glasgow, 
Puskas  scored  four  goals  and 
Di  Stefano  three.  Two  years 
later,  in  the  final  in  Amster- 
dam , against  Benfica,  who 
won  5-3.  Puskas  scored  all  of 
Real’s  goals.  The  legend  goes 
that  ar  the  final  whisde,  he 
gave  his  shirt,  symbolically,  to 


NON-LEAGUE  FOOTBUJL 
by  Walter  Gammie 
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his  heir  to  the  throne,  Eusebio. 
“I  didn’t  give  it  to  anyone,*  he 
insisted. 

• He  has  just  published  a new 
book.  Puskas  on  Puskas  (Rob- 
son Bodes,  £17.95),  in  which  he 
speaks  of  learning  football  in 
the  streets  of  Budapest  and. 
indeed,  he  has  remained  the 
eternal  Budapest  -urchin.-If  - 
rate  has  a spatial  memory  of 
him,  it  is  not  of  any  of  those 
marvellous  goals,  not  even  the 
one  he  scored  in  Amsterdam 
when  he  ran  half  the  length  of 
the  field  an  to  Di  Stefano’s  - 
pass.  It  is  of  a night  later  that 
year  in  Santiago. 

Chile  had  finished  third  in 
the  World  Cup  and  Puskas 
had  played  for.  Spain.  The., 
streets  throbbed  with  the  cele- 
brations of  Chile,  fans.  There, 
in  a doorway,  munching  mon- 
key nuts,  the  urchin  grin. on  " 
his  face,  was ...  - Puskas.  . 

- He  returned  to  Wembley  in 
May  1971  as.  numager  of 
Ptiriathmaikos.  of  Greece,  who 
had  reached  the  European 
Cup  final,  but  lost  24)  to  Ajax,  ~ 
and  later  he  coached  in  Van- 
couver. He  showed  us  that  he  . 
can  sffil  juggle  the  ball  Left- 
footed. 


United.  Bisl ^ 

Cofwyri  Bay)  in 
against  only  wo 
fibrous*1  ami 

tfw  competition  at  the  top  « 

the  quarter-finals  was  cra> 
finned  only  afier  the  FA 
dismissed  an  appeal  gMU- 
trindam  Id  to™  J®} 

-Auckland’s  1-0  win  in  the  thud 
round  overturned.  Altrincham 
said  that  their  defeat  was 
caused  by  the  crowd  trouble 

among  visiting  support®* 
that  brought  a 24-minute  de- 
lay to  the  match  at  Moss  Lam:. 
Bishop  Auckland's  home  tie 
against  Gloucester  Crty,  of  die 
Dr-Martens  League,  is  further 
shadowed  by  the  resignation 
of  steve  Newcombe,  the  club 
chairman,  citing  apathy  wra- 
in  the  dub  and  its  supporters. 

- Ashton  United  are  the  most- 
unlikely  quarter-final  ists. 
playing  their  football  in  the 
UniBond  .first  division  nut 
finding  inspiration  under -the 
management  of  John  Cole- 
man, formerly  a prolific  " 
goalscorer.  with  Morecambe. 
They  travel  to  play  Dagenham . . 
and  Redbridge,  who  .were 
relegated  from  the  Conference 
to  the  Ids  League  last  season. 

Such  is  their  cup  record  this- 
season  that  it  is  perhaps  no 
surprise,  that  Colwyn  Bay. 
who. travel  to  play  Stevenage 
Borough,  the  Conference 
champions,  should  have  sur- 
vived so  far.  They  reached  the 
-firstround  of  the  EA  Cup  and . 
have  also  qualified  for  the 
semi-finals  of  the  UniBond 
League  Cup.  - - - 

"In  the-  other  match, 
.Heybrid^i!wifts,_irf  the.  Icis_ 
League,  the  conquerors  of 

KjdderminsterHarriersr  in  the 

previous  round,,  turn  their 
Attentions  to  Woking.  The  tie. 
at  Scndey  Road  has  been 
. made  all  ticket,  with  a Z500 
limit;  and  Heybridge \ have  ~ 
borrowed  ^0  stewards  from 
Colchester  United. 
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EXCLUSIVE  TIMES  NEWSPAPERS  GRAND  PRIX  COMPETITION 


£40,000  of  prizes  to  be  won 

Enter  a team  today  for  the  Brazilian  Grand  Prix 


HOW  THE  POINTS  WERE  SCORED  IN  MELBOURNE 


DRIVERS;  Qualifying  points  (scored  by  qualifying  for  the  start  of  each  grand  prix  with- 
in the  first  20  positions  on  the  grid):  Pole  J VHIeneuve  30  points;  2nd  H-H  Frentzen  25; 
3rd  M Schumacher  24;  4th  D Coulthard  23;  5th  E Irvine  22;  6th  M Hakkinen  21;  7th  J 
Herbert  20;  8th  J Alesi  1fl;9th  O Pan  is  18;  10th  G Berger  17;  11th  R Bamcheflo  16; 
12th  R Schumacher  15;  13th  N Larini  14;  14th  G FishicheHa  13;  15th  U Katayama  12; 
16th  S Nakano  11;  17th  J Trull)  10;  18th  M Sato  9;  19th  J Magnussen  8;  20th  D HIB  7. 
Finishing  points  (scored  for  the  top  20  positions  at  the  end  of  every  grand  prix);  1st  D 
Coulthard  60  points;  2nd  M Schumacher  50;  3rd  M Hakkinen  40: 4th  G Berger  30;  5th 
O Pants  29;  6th  N Larini  28;  7th  S Nakano  27;  8th  H-H  Frentzen  26;  9th  J Trulli  25;  10th 
P Dlniz  24.  (Only  10  finished).  Lap  points  (one  point  for  each  lap  completed):  D 
Coulthard  58  points;  M Schumacher  58;  M Hakkinen  58;  G Berger  58;  O Pants  58;  N 
Larini  58:  S Nakano  56;  H-H  Rentzen  55;  J Trulli  55;  P Oiniz  54;  R Barridhetlo  49;  M 
Sato  42;  J Magnussen  36;  J Alesi  34;  U Katayama  32;  G Flshichetta  14;  J Varetappen  2 ; 
R Schumacher  1.  Improvement  from  starting  grid  to  finishing  position  (3  points  for 
each  improved  place):  P Dlniz  36  points;  S Nakano  27;  J Trulli  24;  N Larini  21;  G 
Berger  18;  O Parris  12;  M Hakkinen  9;  D Coulthard  9;  M Schumacher  3.  Fastest  lap 
tone  of  grand  prix : H-H  Frentzen  10  points.  Penalty  points  Incident  resulting  in  a 
driver  being  made  to  start  from  back  of  grid  or  pit  I ana  (10  points  deducted):  none. 
Elimination  during  the  race  (10  points  deducted):  J ViUeneuve  -10  points;  E Irvine  -10; 
J Alesi  -10;  R Barrichelto  -10;  H-H  Frentzen  -10;  J Herber  t-10;  M Salo  -10;  J Verstappen 
-10;  U Katayama  -10;  R Schumacher -10;  G FtshicheHa  -10;  J Magnussen  -10. 

Not  starting  after  quaflfying  (10  points  deducted):  D Hill  -10  points. 

Speeding  In  the  pit  lane  (5  points  deducted):  none. 

CONSTRUCTORS  Finishing  points  (scored  for  the  first  car  only  in  the  top  20  positions 
at  the  end  of  every  grand  prix):  McLaren  30  points;  Ferrari  25;  Benetton  23;  Prost  22; 
Sauber  21;  Williams  19;  Minardi  18;  Arrows  17.  Penalty  points  Incident  resulting  In  a 
car  being  made  to  start  from  back  of  grid  or  pit  lane  (10  points  deducted):  none. 
Elimination  of  a cw  (hiring  the  race  (10  points  deducted):  Williams  -20  points;  Jordan 
-20;  Tyrrell  -20;  Stewart  -20;  Ferrari  -10;  Benetton  -10;  Sauber -10;  Minardi  -10. 

Not  starting  after  qualifying  (10  points  deducted):  Arrows  -10  points. 

Speeding  in  the  pit  lane  (5  points  deducted):  none. 


THE  PRIZES 


JACKPOT 

The  team  manager  heading  our  Fantasy 
Fdfmula  One  leaderboard  after  the 
European  Grand  Prix  at  Estoril,  Portugal, 
on  October  26,  will  win  £25,000.  Prizes 
of  £10.000  and  £5,000  mil  go  to  two 
runnera-up. 

INDIVIDUAL  RACE  WINNERS 

The  manager  of  toe  team  which  scores 
the  most  points  in  the  Brazilian  Grand 
Prix  will  win  a trip  for  two  to  British 
Grand  Prbc  on  July  13. 

The  runner-up 
will  get  a Sony 
PlayStation 
with  a Formula 
One  and 
Porsche 
Challenge 
game  worth 
£250. 


TRANSFERS 


If  you’ve  already  entered  a team  you  can 
change  up  to  four  selections  before  the 

Brazilian  GP  by  calling  0891  555  994 
(++44  990  100  394  ex  UK)  before  noon 
on  Thursday  March  27.  Your  new  team 
must  comprise  three  selections  from 
each  of  groups  A B.C  and  0.  The  first 
three  selections  you  make  win  be 
deemed  to  be  your  prediction  for  toe 
Brazilian  GP  bonus  points. 


CHECK  YOUR  SCORE 


Players  can  check  toe  scores  and 
positions  of  their  teams  by  calling  the 
24-hour  checkline  0891  884  646 
(Republic  of  Ireland  0044  990  100  348) 
and  lapping  in  their  KWig'rt  PIN  number. 
The  line  currently  carries  an  positions 
after  the  Australian  Grand  Prix  and  will 
be  updated  again  on  Wednesday  April  2 
after  the  Brazilian  GP, 


: EretiesKtis  m : Opr  £40.000  Faiitasy  Formula  One  competition, 


each  of  the  four 


Grand  Prix  in  f agre.  fiW. 
| postAnd,  you 


MAKE  THREE  SELECTIONS  FROM  EACH  OF  THE  FOUR  GROUPS  BELOW 


GROUP  A 


GROUP  B 


Parted 


FANTASY  FORMULA  ONE  24-HOUR  ENTRY  LINE:  0891  405  001 

+44  990  100  31 1 outside  the  UK 


0897  calls  cost  50p  per  minute  (standard  tariffs  apply  to  +44  990  calls).  • For  inquiries  call  01582  702  720,  Mon-Fri,  9anu^pm 


TO  ENTER  BY  PHONE 


Call  our  entry  hotline  on  0891  405  001 
(+44  990  100  311  outside  toe  UK).  Calls 
last  approximately  seven  minutes  and  must 
be  made  using  a Touch-tone  telephone 
(most  telephones  wtto  * and  # keys  are 
Touch-tone). 

Follow  the  instructions  on  toe  entry  line 
and  tap  in  your  12  two-digit  selections  In 
turn.  The  order  in  which  you  register  your 
first  three  drivers  will  be  your  predictions 
for  the  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  finishing  places  for 
toe  grands  prix  where  bonus  points  apply. 
You  wifl  then  be  asked  to  give  your  Fantasy 
Formula  One  team  name,  together  with 
your  own  name,  address,  postcode  and 
daytime  telephone  number  (please  note, 
you  need  to  speak  these  details).  You  will 
receive  a 10-dlgit  PIN  number  as 
confirmation  of  your  entry.  Please  keep  a 
record  of  this  with  your  team  delate. 

You  can  enter  a team  at  any  time  until 
noon  on  Thursday,  March  27,  to  qualify 

for  the  start  of  the  Brazfflan  Grand  Prix. 


BY  POST/FAX 


Complete  toe  form,  right, 
with  your  12  two-digit 
4 selections.  The  order  in 
which  you  register  your  first 
^ three  drivers  will  be  your 
predictions  for  the  1st  2nd 
and  3rd  finishing  places  for 
the  grands  prix  where 
bonus  points  apply.  You 
will  receive  a 10-digit  PIN 
number  to  confirm  your 
entry. 

Or  fax  the  form  with  your 
credit-card  details  to 
01582  452106  (+44  1582 
452106  outside  the  UK). 
To  qualify  for  toe  Brazilian 
Grand  Prix.  postal  entries 
must  arrive  by  first  post 
Tuesday  March  25,  and 
faxed  entries  by  noon  on 
that  day. 


THE  TIMES  FANTASY  FORMULA  ONE  ENTRY  FOrm 


Complete  this  form  with  your  credit-card  details,  or  enclose  a sterling  cheaue  for  xn 
Fantasy  Formula  One,  and  post  It  to:  The  Times  Fantasy  Formula  One,  Abacus  10 

Street  Luton  LU1 122.  Or  fax  It  on  01582  452106  (+44  1582  452106  outaSTltonSn' 

The  closing  date  for  receipt  of  this  form  to  qualify  for  the  Brazilian  Grand  Pm- 
March  25, 1997,  and  noon  on  that  day  for  kued  entries. 

GROUPS  A AND  B DRIVERS 
1st  2nd  3rd 


Mr/MrVMtes/Ws inj>uu 

KOCKCWmLSRUS  ■■  ^ "~N— 

Surname 


Address 


J 


GROUP  C AND  D CONSTRUCTORS 

□ 


Postcode 


O™®  Cart  Payment 


Daytime  Tel  . 

Card  number 


r>i 


Team  Name 


Signature 
Date 


Expiry  date 
Name  on  card  „ 
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Signature  
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Pigott  put 
in  charge 
of  Sussex’s  ! 
rebuilding 

By  Pat  Gibson 

TONY  PIGOTT,  the  former  bility  and  let  them  get  on  with 
Sussex  fast  bowler  who  trig-  it". 

gered  the  revolution  that  led  to  Apart  from  his  cncket  wnt- 
the  committee  being  driven  ing.  Marlar  is  a headhunter  of 
out  by  the  sheer  force  of  its  international  repute  but  he  did 
members'  fadings,  was  given  not  have  to  look  far  for  his  first 
his  reward  yesterday.  He  is  to  appointment.  "That  will  save 
be  director  of  cricket  and  us  a bi{»  fee,"  he  chuckled  as  he 


Healy  proud  to  keep  his  rivals  at  bay 

' ‘ " . SHAUM  BOTTERH-L  brilliant  bowk 


UC  UUCXLU1  Vi 

acting  chief  executive  under  a 
completely  new  management 
structure. 

It  is  far  more  than  Pigott 
had  envisaged  when  he 
launched  his  campaign  to  try 
to  change  the  way  the  chib  was 
run  only  three  weeks  ago  and 
far  more  than  he  even  dreamt 
about  when  he  was  dismissed 
as  a player  at  the  end  of  the 
1993  season. 

Not  surprisingly,  he  looked 
bewildered  by  the  pace  of 
events  as  he  drove  away  from 
the  Oval  after  confirming  his 
resignation  as  the  Surrey  sec- 
ond team  coach,  the  job  th3t 
the  county  had  kept  open  for 
him  while  he  involved  himself 
in  the  affairs  ofhis  former  dub 
for  the  simple  reason  that  he 
cared. 

What  Pigott  did  not  know 
when  he  first  set  about  collect- 
ing the  50  members’  signa- 
tures tii at  he  needed  to  force  a 
special  meeting,  at  which  he 
hoped  to  oust  the  committee, 
was  that  two  more  powerful 
figures,  Robin  Martar,  a for- 

° tbp  inner 


a Uif,  ivv,  — 

gave  Pigott  what  amounts  to 
foil  responsibility  for  running 
the  dub,  at  leasr  until  the  chief 
executive's  job  is  sorted  out. 

That  is  obviously  tied  up 
with  the  position  of  the  chib 
secretary.  Nigel  Ben,  who  has 
been  absent  on  sick  leave  since 
a picture  of  him  appeared  in  a 
naturist  magazine.  “Nothing 
will  be  said  about  his  position 
until  he  is  fit  enough  to  come 
and  see  me,"  Marlar  said. 
“There  is  still  a job  as 
secretary." 

Under  Pigott  will  be  a 
director  of  marketing,  a direc- 
tor of  finance  and  the  present 
coaching  staff  of  Desmond 
Haynes,  Chris  Waller  and  Ian 
Waring.  “The  main  thing.” 
Marlar  said,  “is  to  create  a 
culture  where  all  sorts  of 
highly  competent  people  are 
encouraged  to  do  their  own 
thing."  , , 

There  will  also  have  to  be 
elections  for  six  more  commit- 
tee members  to  join  the  newly 
installed  Marlar,  May  and 
Dick  Holste,  a retired  bank 


ssaSSSS 


dents,  ana  jnn  may, 
corporate  director  of  the  Royal 
Bank  of  Scotland,  were  plot- 
ting their  own  amp. 

Once  the  combined  weight 
of  Marlar*  opinions.  May* 
expertise  and  Pigott*  enthusi- 
asm was  brought  to  bear  at  a 
passionate  annual  meeting  in 
the  Grand  Hotel,  Brighton,  it 
produced  a tide  of  opinion  that 
swept  away  the  old  guard: 

Within  an  hour,  Marlar,  bo, 
had  been  installed  as 


revuausc  a.  wuu  -- 

thrown  into  turmoil  by  the 
departure  of  six  capped  play- 
ers during  the  winter. 

“It  is  amazing  how  quickly 
this  has  all  happened,; 
said.  “When  I started  it,  I just 
wanted,  to  get  on  to  the 
committee  to  try  to  get  things 
changed.  1 never  imagined 
that  I would  finish  up  in  a 
position  such  as  this  but  it*  all 
very  exciting  and  I am  looking 
forward  to  it  _ 


said,“beca®e4T^B^^^*  • ; n - js  a question  of 

a nke  wife  aiui  sfejs^HOt  too.  getting  together, 

pleased"  ^-.and  yesterday  he  ejection 

SS^ving  Sussex  forward.  I 
anreonfident  that  we  can  do 

Jive  good  people  response  that 


Australia’s  ebullient  H| 
wicketkeeper  reveals  B 
some  of  his  appealling  Kj 
characteristics  to  ■ 
Jack  Bannister  H 

Pride,  pride  and  even  H 
more  pride  glows  from  ■ 
Ian  Healy.  the  Austra-  H 
lia  wicketkeeper,  as  he  talks  ■ 
about  the  part  he  is  pfaymg  in  W 
what  is  rapidly  becoming  a ||| 
high-quality  side.  . H 

The  Queenslander  made  ■ 
his  first-class  debut  in  1986-87,  ■ 

and  his  Test  detail  arnyed  W 
after  only  six  Sheffield  Shield 
matches.  More  remarkable 
still  is  his  rally  of  Test  and 
Shield  matches  since.  1 haw 
played  In  87  Tests,  but  still 
only  33  Shield  games,"  he  ^ 

Sa^ked  about  the  Australian 
superstition  lhat  87  is  ihe 

I “evil*  number,  he  laughed, 
rhe  Port  Elizabeth  Test  was 
iy  87  th.  and  the  Wanderers 
est  was  Steve  Waugh*  87ih- 
ridnt  do  us  much  harm,  did 
? Steve  got  160  and  I hit  the 
inning  six." 

His  decisive  boundary  re- 
eded the  ease  of  mind  with 
rfiich  he  approached  the 
filiation  as  Jason  Gillespie 
oined  him  at  Ihe  wicket  with 
he  Australia  score  having 
lipped  from  258  for  five  to  265 
or  eight  still  five  runs  short 
>f  the  victory  target  “I  had  no 
worries  at  all,"  he  said.  I 
mow  he  IGfflespiel  can  play 
straight  and  I would  have 
taken  any  run  on  offer,  but 
that  six  eased  all  the  pain. 

“It  was  special  to  me 
because  we've  lost  the  other 
three  tight  finishes  I’ve 
played  in  - against  South 
Africa  by  five  runs,  against 
Pakistan  by  one  wicket  and 
by  one  run  against  the  West 
Indies.  This  one  made  up  for 

themalL"  . . 

Criticised  for  his  excessive 
appeals  when  he  started  in 
Testcricket  Healy* morality 
about  the  modem  trend  or 
shouting  for  everything , is 
stated  firmly  and  with  that 

familiar  pride. 

“I  actually  appeal  less  now 
than  when  I started,"  he  said. 
“It’s  a matter  of  personal 
confidence,  because  I’m  not 
afraid  to  tell  the  bowler  that 
the  ball  was  missing  the 

stumps.  When  1 started.  Terry 

Alderman  would  come,  and 

siand  at  sUp  after  bowlmg  his 

over,  and  he  would  rocket  me 
if  1 hadn’t  joined  in." 

Does  he  get  upset  when  he 
knows  that  a batsman  is  out, 
and  the  batsman  knows  he  is 


ittl 


well  as  a brilliant  bowler  in 
only  a couple  of  ytars.  It  was 
a big  finger  operation  that  he 
had*  but  his  consistency  is 
bads,  although  he  gets  more 
impudent  now  if  a wicket 
doesn’t  come. 

“Nor  many  people  remise 
that  in  1993  he  bowled  more 
balls  in  a Test  calendar  year 
than  anyone  in  tastory.rte 
was  bowling  40  and  50  oyers 
in  England  and  taking  four 
for  70 by  building  up  pressure 
on  the  batsmen.  I reckon  he 
soon  spotted  he  rouldn’tdo 
that  for  ever,  so  hedoesnl 
bowl  so  much  and  tlieretore 
wants  his  wickets  more  | 

qiHMdy  still  has  good  hands, 
but  he  blames  problems  with 
his  contact  lenses  for  the 
persistent  bruising  they  have 
suffered  since  the  rerentse- 
ries  against  the  West  Indies. 
“I  had  some  eye  irritation, 
and  never  found  out  for  a few 
weeks  that  1 had  two  chipped 

k-The  bruising  is  difficult  to 
shake  off  taking  two  bowlers 

‘I  don’t  believe 
anyone  should 
walk  for  anything 
so  I can  take 
what  comes’ 


■■■  ^ 
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out  but  gets  away  wifli 

“No.  He  might  grt  a few  P*f  tE^ bSS’equipped  with . Healy 

mouthfuls  but  itistije^re  ^^oT^to^fidence  f £ 

should  KenI®rttdan«lS  "^SJmve  keP.  in  49  of 
walk  for  anything  so  1 can 
take  what  comes,  for  ana 
against"  .. 

He  believes  the  Australian 


Ss&mk  assays 


of  the  pace  of  Glenn  McGrath 
and  Gillespie,  who  is  margin- 
ally the  quicker  ” 

He  speaks  proudly  of  ms 
maiden  Test  hundred  at  Old 
Trafford  in  1993.  “Steve 
Waugh  told  me  when  1 was 
20  that  it  would  be  my  day 
and  gave  me  a lot  of  the 
strike,  and  everything  went 
my  way." 

His  Test  record  - 299 
victims  — tells  a remarkable 
tale  of  achievement,  but  he  is 
hungry  for  more.  "I'm  ah®3®  ! 
of  everyone  except  Rod 
Marsh  for  strike-rate,  he 
said.  “Jeff  Dujon  and  Afan 
Knott  were  around  the  z/u 
mark  off  81  and  95  Tests. 

“I  couldn’t  believe  I only 
copped  one  at  St  George* 

' rport  Elizabeth]  on  that  pilch, 
but  it  ]the  300th]  will  come. 
And  1 want  to  become  the  first 
wicketkeeper  to  play  m 
Tests."  . 

Talk  to  him  about  the  vice- 
captaincy.  and  lhat  glow  of 
pride  fills  his  open  raunte 
r nance.  “U  is  a great  honour 

f and  a privilege  and  I love  it 

- he  said.  . 

, pride,  pride  and  even  more 

s pride. 
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Taylor’s 
place 
looks  safe 
despite 
i failings 

From  Jack  Bannister 

I IN  CENTURION 

I CENTURION  Park,  the 
I home  ground  of  Northern 
I Transvaal,  hosts  its  second 
I Test  match  today,  the  tinrfl 
and  final  game  in  the  senes 
between  South  Africa  and 
I Australia  which  the  touring 

1 team  lead  W)  thanks  to  thesw 

I hit  by  Ian  Healy  in  Port 
I Elizabeth  on  Monday- 

I A win  by  two  wickets  is  not 

I unite  the  narrowest  possible 
margin,  but  ihe  teams i ware 
I drained,  nevertheless,  by  3* 

I days  of  wildly  fluctuating 
1 cricket  Now,  four  days  later. 

I they  have  to  start  all  over 
1 again.  As  the  series  has  also 
I been  decided,  the  players 
I could  be  forgiven  if  motiva- 
I tioa  is  lacking.  But  there  are 
I places  and  pride  to  play  for. 

1 Not  all  of  this  victorious 

, 1 Australia  party  are  certain  to 

I be  picked  for  the  coming 
I Ashes  tour  of  England,  in- 
I eluding  the  openers.  Mam 
I Taylor  and  Matthew  Hayaen- 
| Taylor  has  received  enh- 
' I dsm  from  the  media  because 
I of  his  poor  form  with  the  bat 

1 — his  last  18  innings  have 
produced  only  307  runs.  Bid 

I he  commands  the  respect  and 

I even  affection  of  his  players. 

I and  his  country’s  authorities 

h I know  what  a magnificent  job 

i-  I he  has  done  since  he  took  over 
I as  captain  from  Allan  Border, 
is  | The  smart  money  says  mat, 

ld  1 even  if  he  fails  again  with  the  - 

re  1 baL  he  will  come  to  England. 

as  I south  Africa  have  been 

»y  I rocked  by  the  double  barng 

he  I jjjgy  have  suffered,  but  take 
nt  I gome  solace  from  the  view 
I that  Australia  are  the  best  in 
1 the  world.  , 

ale  I vVith  Shaun  Pollock  out  of 
: is  | the  match  today  and  doubts 
ad  I about  the  ability  of  Brian 
tod  | McMillan  to  bowl  because  of 
b®  l a bruised  left  hed,  Brett 
1311  I Schultz,  the  fast  bowler, 
270  1 returns. 

I Australia  have  injury  wor- 

•nly  I ries  about  Taylor,  Steve 
ge*  I Waugh,  Jason  Gillespie  Mid 
tch,  I Glenn  McGrath,  but  the  first 
me-  I three  are  expected  to  play, 
first  I South  African  pnde  has 

100  I taken  a battering,  and  whah- 

| er  it  can  recover  against  this 

vice-  I talented  Australian  side  is  one 

iv  of  1 0f  several  aspects  of  interest  in 
rote-  | the  eame— dead  series  or  not 

B?  SSfeSJ®  ’ 


Rarha.  B Mcaman.  u •i-T-vr 

Gibbs.  P Synum 


give  good  paipc  I— I |_  — 

SPORTS  LETTERS 

Time  for  a European  rugby  championship 

mohv  l ramie,  and  take  to  transform  it  into  a genuti 


From  Mr  N.  J.  D. 

Sir,  While  the  England  nigby 
union  squad  can  obviously 
draw  encouragement  for  the 
future  from  this  season*  re- 
sults, theplayere  wiU  no  douta 
realise  that  only  the  French 
team  provided  them  with  op- 
position of  the  quality  they  will 
enawriter  from  the  soufoern 
hemisphere  teams  between 
now  and  the  end  of  the  next 

World  Cup.  / . l7. 

Gerald  Davies  (March  ™ 
rightly  pointed  out  that  a fault 
in  England*  forward  play  is  a 
constant  tendency  to  ruck  and 
maul  instead  ofmamta'mng 
the  momentum  of  the  attedc 
by  keeping  the  ban  m thehand 
and  going  forward  or  letting 
SLbfdks  have  it  quiddywhile 
the  opposition  is  sou  . 

dlHenught  well  have  added 
that  the  current  fashion  mtije 
home  countries  for  fe  backs 
to  line  flat  in  attack,  in  the 


style  of  rugby  league,  and  take 
the  ball  almost  standing  stiU 
also  creates  such  a l>dt  rf 
momentum  that  almost  the 
only  way  of  breaching  the 
^ing  line  is  by  dummy 
mns  or  miss-moves.  Tne 
French  backs,  by  contrastrun 
onto  their  passes  at  speed  m 
the  traditional  way  and.  as 
they  showed  all  seawn.  are 
very  dangerous  whenever 
^ get  foe  ball  as  a res- 

^.Now  that  the  internal  polit- 
ical problems  of  English  rug- 
hy  look  capable  of  solution 
rwumnably  quickly,  it  is  stmely 

time  for  the  respective  imrons 

in  the  five  nations  counen^  » 
M promoting  die  game 

properly  in  view  rf  the  weU 

financed  eom^hon  tor 
VOung  players  from  Pro5f 
sEa$  soccer,  rugby  league 
and  American  football. 

The  first  step  should  be  » 
include  Italy  in  the  five  nation* 


to  transform  it  into  a genuine 
European  championship,  es- 
pecially as  their  national  team 
isbetter  than  the  French  side 
when  it  was  first  admitted  to 
the  competition.  If  the  Italian 
main  ground  facilities  are  still 
considered  not  good  enough, 
the  other  rugby  unions  should 
give  or  loan  them  the  money 
for  improvements. 

The  nexi  steps  m this _ new 
professional  era  could  be  to 
have  each  country  play  each 
other  on  both  a home  and 
away  basis  using  both  Satur- 
days and  Sundays  for  interna- 
tionals if  necessary. 

Simultaneously  a second  di- 
vision should  be  established 
for  the  minor  rugby-playing 
countries  such  as  Spain, 
Germany.  Holland.  Russia 
and  Poland. 

Yours  faithfully. 

N.J.  D.  BAPTISTE. 

23  Gladwyn  Road, 
putney.  SW15. 


.ft 


Word  of  caution 

From  Mr  Michael  Madden  ' 
Sir  Much  has  been  said  and 
writraiabout  the 
not  to  say  redd‘d*  gwgjg 
on  Craig 

tophe  Lamaison  m foe  Erara* 

j*5*gfird£SftS 

P,?S  a word  seems  to  have 
u^  urtered  about  the  ma- 

had  alrea^  been  t“c^nalty 

Yours  fajthfjl[y'nEN 

s»b$"SS’"" 

Referees), 

ISSSSLW-  Sussex- 


princely  stadium 


From  Mr  D.B.J.  Frost  , 

cjr  While  sportsmen  rejoice  at 
i“*5rrum  down  for  nistory. 

5*S3i  is)  wjgKi’EJ 

S^yed  their  very  first  interna- 
^>nal  match  on  January 

O^npic  Games,  and  they 

Against  the  tide 

From  Mr  Andrew  Hev*W 
Sir  in  modern  rugby,  which  n. 

SsajSBsS 

SSleT&er  buiw"  . 


slaved  there  until  1972  when 
the  Parc  des  Princes  was 
rebuilt  But  iheir  new  venue 
was  still  the  Parc  tics  Princes 
- just  as  the  recently  rebuilt 
Twickenham  « still  Twick 

enham.  . . 

1 rather  think,  and  hope, 
that  the  second  rebuilding  of 
Cardiff  Anns  Park  m my 
lifetime  will  nut  alter  the  name 
by  which  that  hallowed  romer 
of  Cardiff  is  kn..wn  It  uni 
always  be  ihe  Arms  Park^jusi 

as  the  “Parc  des  Princes  has 

survived  since  ai  least  Wo. 

Yours  faithfully. 

D.  B.  J.  FROST. 

9 Pagoda  Avenue. 

Rjchmund. 

Surrey. 


Goalkeepers 
undo  myth 

From  Mr  Ian  Kin  loch 
Sir,  One  of  foe  enduring 
myths  of  football  was  that 
England  had  the  best  goal- 
keepers in  the  world-  The 
overseas  competition  might  oe 
able  tu  boast  of  outfield  play- 
ers such  as  Puskas.  Pele  or 
Platini,  but.  when  it  came  to 
goalkeeping.  Banks.  Shilton 
and  Clemen  ce.  reared  in  a 
footballing  culture  which  did 
not  mollycoddle  goalkeepers, 
siood  supreme. 

But  this  myth  seems  in 
danger  of  dying.  Loofong  at 
ihe  reports  of  Premiership 
matches  (March  17).  we  see 
that  Chelsea.  Sunderland.  As- 
ton Villa.  West  Ham  United. 
Manchester  United  and  Mid- 
dlesbrough (the  last  having 
tried  three  “native"  goalkeep- 
ers this  season)  all  fielded 
overseas  goalkeepers.  In  laci 
the  total  would  have  been  even 
higher  had  Kasey  Keller  been 
- available  for  Leicester  City. 

Is  the  supply  of  English 
\ goalkeepers  drying  up  or  is 
the  rest  of  the  world  catching 

s-  up? 

It  Yours  faithfully 
iaN  KINLOCH. 

40  Box  Lane, 
e,  Wrexham. 

>f  Clwyd. 


^ Sheehan  on  bridge 


BY  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  “R*ESPO'^f"1,. 
■n,e  slam  hand  in  this  Refresher  occurred  m s Hubert  Phillips 
TOtch  (the  national  mixed  teams  champtonship). 

Dealer  South  Game  Ml  Aggregate  scoring 
*AQ92 
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VAKB63 

♦ KJ64 
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*53 

V2 

♦ 10752 
«AQ9853 


*K« 

♦ 5 

♦AQ983 

4KJ1062 


Davies's  preparations  for 
place  kicks  Iasi  Saturday 
against  England  in  Cardiff.  If 
players  are  not  prepared  to 
use  the  plastic  tees  provided, 
then  they  should  not  he 
allowed  to  luck. 

Yours  faithfully- 

ANDREW  HEYWOOD. 

5 Maple  Grove. 

Ealing.  W5. 


Sports  U«re  ma,  be  sen.  b,  fas  to  0.7.-782  HU. 
Xloo.d  jndude  a daydme  telephone  number. 


Cheltenham  limit 

From  Mr  C.  K.  Simpson 
Sir  I agree  with  Jack  Water- 
man (Racing  GonunentaiyN 
March  17)  that  there  should  ta  | 

a limiuo  the  attendance  at  the 
Cheltenham  Festival.  Ha  e 

thev  not  learnt  a thing  frem 
the'  Hillsborough  disaster.  I 
was  in  foe  Courage  n ng  on 
Gold  Cup  day  and  aUfoeban 
were  absolutely  chock  lull, 
there  is  no  pleasure  in  being  in 
an  ovt- r crowded  place.  Every- 
where. including  the  todets. 
had  queues,  and  getting  c«t 
after  ihe  last  race  was  even 
worse  as  the  whole  crowd 
came  into  a bottleneck,  with 
rw  siifx'rt'isiun.  Before  it  is  tm 
late,  Cheltenham  should  get 
safety  minded. 

Yours  faithfully. 

C.  K.  SIMPSON. 

I2H  Old  Town  Lane, 

Pd-all. 

West  Midlands. 


D V 

Contract  Six  Diamonds. 

I was  playing  with  Sally 
Brock.  My  Two  Spades  was 
■fourth-suit  forcing’,  asking 
Sally  to  describe  her  hand 
further.  Her  Three  Clubs 
showed  she  had  at  least  fire 
clubs,  and  therefore  at  least 
five  diamonds.  At  that  paint  l 
had  enough  playing  strength 
to  bid  Six  Diamonds,  but  to 
investigate  a possible  grand 
slam  I jumped  to  Four  Dia- 
monds: that  showed  slam 
interest  with  a good  diamond 

fiLl  think  Sally  should  have 
made  a cue-bid  of  Four  Spades 
at  this  point,  but  she  decidedto 
use  Roman  Key -Card  Black 
wood:  my  Five  Club  response 
showed  0 or  3 ‘aces;,  the  tang 
of  diamonds  counting  as  an 
ace.  The  grand  slam  is  quite  a 
good  contract  but  doomed  as 

the  cards  lie.  . . 

Sally  won  the  heart  lead  in 


Lead:  quean  of  hearts 

dummy  and,  intending  to  cash 
some  major-suit  winners  be- 
fore embarking  on  a cross - 
niff,  cashed  foe  king  of  hearts. 
East  and  declarer  both  dis- 
carded spades.  Sally  now 
played  a spade  to  foe  king  and 
a trump.  When  West  showed 
out  she  could  no  longer  make 
her  contract  — try  it  if  you  like 
but  there  is  nothing  mat 

works.  „ . . 

Sally  was  quick  to  point  out 
her  error.  Once  she  has  made 
three  major-suit  winners  she 
knows  she  can  make  nine 
more  on  a complete  ^ross-rutt, 
because  she  knows  West  has 
the  heart  length  and  East  foe 
clubs  (note  his  foolish  double 
of  Five  Clubs),  so  neither  of 
them  will  be  able  to  overruff, 
n Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
bridge  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


By  Raymond  Keene 

CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

Members’  maestro 

I have  mentioned  before  in  this 
column  ihe  extraordinary  exptoiG 
of  Marmaduke  WyviU  MP.  With- 
out a doubt,  wyvfll  was  foe 
strongest  player  ever  w snm  the 
House  of  Commons.  Representing 
Richmond  in  Yorkshire  for  many 
years,  he  still  found  foe  lime  to 
develop  his  chess  strengths  to 
remarkable  levels-  . 

Stylistically.  Wyvill  was  a disch 
pie  of  Howard  Staunlon.  He  liked 
ffcmehttto.  or  flank,  developments 
of  his  bishops,  often  chose  to 
defend  with  foe  Sicilian  against 
White’s  king  pawn  opening  ana 
had  a fine  strategic  awareness  01 
the  power  of  a mobile  pawn  centre- 
W will’s  main  achievement  was 
to  take  second  prize  at  foe  first  ever 
international  tournament  held  at 
London,  in  1851.  to  comade  with 
the  Great  Exhibition. In isoi domg. 
he  outdistanced  established  mas- 
ters of  foe  day  such  as  Siaunwn 
and  Williams.  WyviU  succumbed 
only  to  Adolf  Anderssen  m the 
final  Since  Anderssen  was ! 
much  the  unofficial  world  crarn- 
pion  of  his  day  thia mw  a 
outstanding  feat  on  WyvnU’s  Rrt. 
Even  though  he  losi  the 
against  Anderssen  in  d*  ftnu. 
WyviU  scored  a couple  of  elegani 
victories.  The  following  is  a good 
example- 

White:  Adolf  Anderssen 
Black:  Marmaduke  WyviU 

London  1851 

Sidtian  Defence 


13  Rh3 

14  b3 

15  M3 

16  Bt2 

17  BM 
IB  Qd2 

19  Bxs7 

20  Ng5 

21  Qt2 

22  B11 

23  QM 

24  Rdl 

25  Bo2 

26  Rg3 

27  RcG 
26  c3 

29  C5«W 

30  Rxd4 

31  Kf2 

32  Rgd3 

33  Rd2 

34  Bo4 

35  Kel 

36  Rxd2 

37  BI1 

38  Rdl 

39  Qg3 

40  Of3 


Rf7 

96 

Nb6 

CM 

Nd5 

a5 

Rxa7 

Ne3 

Bb7 

Ng4 

Od7 

Rc8 

h5 

Qe8 

Rg7 

Ne3 

cskM 

Rcl  + 

Nd5 

Qc6 

Qb6 

Rc2 

Rxd2 

Qg1  + 

Rc7 

Rc2 

Ba6 

Rdl 


While  resigns 

Diagram  of  final  positioB 


2 d4 

3 Nt3 

4 Nbtd4 

5 Be3 

6 Bd3 

7 Oto 

8 Nd2 

9 Nxc6 

10  e5 

11  14 

12  Rt3 
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Times  book 

The  77mes  Winning  Move-’ 
contains  240  chess  pfozles  from 
international  Brandmaster  Ray- 
mond Keene’s  daily  coUnrmm7he 
Times,  and  is  available  now  irom 
bookshops  or  from  B.T.  Batsfmd 
UdSkOl370  32127b at  E6.99 plus 
postage  and  packing), 
h Raymond  Keene  writes  on  chess 
Monday  to  Friday  m Spon .and l»n 
the  Weekend  section  on  Saturday. 


WOFtQ-WATCHlNG 

gy  Philip  Howard 


^ ^ ^ f ViffgirilHQ  MQvi 

By  Raymond  Keene  S 


CHERIMOYA 

a.  Wassailing 

b.  A finial 

c.  A Peruvian  fruit 

CHITTARONE 

a.  A pig*  intestines 

b.  Rigmarole 

c.  a lute-tike  instrument 


CHITTERLING 

a.  Magpie*  converse 

b.  A pork  dish 

c.  A form  of  stamp  perforation 

CH0CHO 

a.  A tropical  cucumber 

b.  A small  dog 

c.  Unsatisfied 

Answers  on  page  46 


White  to  play.  This  position  is 
from  the  game  Gutop  - 
Kuirtdzi,  USSR  1977.  How  did 
White  resolve  the  tension  on 
the  e-file  in  his  favour  with  a 
fine  attacking  flourish? 


Solution  on  page  46 
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Baker  plays  joker 
in  wild-card 

selection  debate 


FROM  Mel  Webb  in  gran  canaria 


AS  AN  exercise  in  perching 
steadfastly  on  the  fence  it  was 
a classic.  Peter  Baker,  once  a 
Ryder  Cup  hero,  decided  yes- 
terday that  there  were  very 
good  reasons  to  change  die 
rules  on  Ryder  Cup  selection. 
The  only  thing  was,  he  did  not 
think  it  was  rigit  to  change 
the  rules.  Confused?  Join  the 
dub. 

The  personable  Baker,  who 
won  three  points  in  a losing 
cause  in  the  1993  match  at  The 
Belfry,  had  a 67  yesterday,  six 
under  par,  to  finish  the  first 
round  of  the  Turespafia  Mas- 
ters a shot  off  the  lead, 
alongside  four  other  players. 
He  then  embarked  on  his 
theories  about  how  many 
wild-card  selections  Severiano 
Ballesteros,  die  Ryder  Cup 
captain,  should  have  for  this 
year's  match. 

“I  think  three  picks  [not  two] 
would  be  satisfactory,  it  would 
definitely  be  helpfuL”  he  said. 
“We  all  want  to  have  the  best 
team  and  we  all  want  to  keep 
the  cup.”  So  far.  so  good,  and 
everything  would  have  been 
perfectly  dear  had  he  stopped 
there. 

No  such  luck,  for  Baker  had 
more  to  say.  “The  trouble  is,  in 
any  sport,  it's  very  difficult  to 


change  the  rules  when  you’re 
halfway  through  die  game.  I 
cant  think  of  any  other  sport  it 
could  happen  in.” 

He  even  went  further.  “Ac- 
tually, f think  it  would  be 
better  to  have  four  picks,"  he 
said.  This  was  becoming  com- 
plicated. “And  I think  we 
should  play  for  places  from 
January  to  September;  then 
we  would  be  sure  of  having 
the  in-form  players  in  the 
team.  If  guys  can't  give  up  six 
months  tony  to  qualify  for  the 
team,  you  have  to  wonder  if 
they  want  to  get  in." 

So  which  way  would  Baker 
be  voting  when  he  received  the 
ballot  form  that  is  being  sent 


EARLY  LEADING  SCORES  (G8  & Ireland 
unless  stated}-  6&  B Dawla.  BT.  P Bator.  U 
‘ I FSvwa  (Sp).  J Co ceres 

38:  K Toman  (Japan}.  P 

69:  SHenbasorv  A Beal. 

R Goosed  (SSaTj  Lomas.  J-M  Cantzares 
. P BroaOust,  M-A  Jmenez  fig).  M 
^.a.  D Lee.  M Jonaan  (Swe)  70:  D 
Westsimartc  fiwel.  S Alan  lAua).  0 Smyth,  R 


unless  stated}-  BK  BO: 
Hcflbera  fiMQ.  J Bw 
(Arm,  A Winter.  68:  K 
Mttfel.N  Briggs.  69:  S 


Lee.  □ Cota  (Aus).  O Gflotd.  J Payne,  P 
SMand  (Snu).  J I 


(Gp).  h iW,  A SandyietL  A C — , ... 
Mottand.  P Coking.  R Bool.  J Sandaln 
(3*e),  MA  Martin  (Sp).  A Foiabrand  fine}, 
G Brans.  C O^Coreior  Jr.  F Cea  (Spa),  A Taa. 


Birdie  putt  smoothes 
path  for  Robinson 


JEREMY  ROBINSON,  a for- 
mer European  Tour  player, 
had  an  extra  reason  to  enjoy 
the  30ft  birdie  putt  that  took 
him  and  David  Jones  into  the 
last  four  of  the  Smmingdaie 
foursomes  yesterday. 

Robinson  had  been  upset 
by  an  incident  at  the  5th  hole 
in  the  quarter-final  with  Mark 
Palmer  and  Gary  Walmsley. 
Jones  was  in  a bunker  but 
before  he  played  the  shot,  his 
teenaged  caddie  went  to  fetch 
the  rake  and  in  doing  so 
smoothed  out  the  sand. 

Robinson  Chen  heard  his 
opponents  discussing  wheth- 
er they  could  claim  the  hole 
and,  incensed  by  what  he 
considered  to  be  unsports- 
manlike conduct  told  them 
they  could  have  it 

It  was  only  after  the  match 
had  ended  with  his  dramatic 


putt  on  the  18th  green  that 
Robinson  discovered  that 
because  the  caddie  had  acted 
without  the  authority  of  his 
player,  and  was  not  improv- 
ing the  lie,  he  was  entitled  to 
smooth  die  sand. 

FOURTH  ROUND:  G Smith  (QarRwtey 
Heath}  and  W (Hoy  (Aus}  tt  D Griffiths 
(West  Herts}  and  A Frsyne  fit  Melton)  6 
and  <;  A Reynolds  (Hcyal  Cincaja  Ports}  and 
A HaU  (Sand  Marins)  hr  S Gafegher 
(Trentham  Parts)  and  R Fisher  (Newcadfe- 
unster-Lyma)  at  19th;  M Palmer  (MU  Ride) 
and  G WatmsJey  (Duke's  Drive)  tx  C Detoy 
and  W Dstoy  (Coombs  Hi)  2 and  1;  J 
Rcbreon  (The  Vale)  and  0 Jones  (Three 
Rivers)  bt  S Murrey  (Charttram  Park)  aid  C 
Ledger  (Hassocks)  4 and  3:  J Kemp  and  M 
Wflcox  (John  O' Gaunt  J bt  S Veto  (Wfrnim- 
tan)  ami  P Smrfh  (Haehekl)  3 and  2,  P 
Sherman  (Asrtond)  and  P Page  (Danford)bt 
I Reey  (Bury)  and  D Madwnon  (Fleetwood) 
3 aid  2.  J Hal  (Ladybank)  and  H 
Wadsworth  (WPGET)  bt  M James  (Ban- 
swad  Downs)  and  C Rodgers  (Royal  Mid- 
Surrey)  3 and  2,  S Wfafltt  and  J Jones 
(Ertletd)  W R EBs  and  M Naylor  (Redettfe 
on  Trent}  atSIst  Ouartar-enolE  Smrth  end 
Rley  bt  fteynokte  and  Hal  3 and  2 
Robnson  aid  Jones  bt  Palmer  and 
Waknsley  1 hole;  Kemp  and  Wlcox  bt 
Sherman  end  Page  2 and  1;  Hal  and 
Wadsworth  bt  WNffin  aid  Jones  at  20th. 


to  European  members  of  the 
PGA  European  Tbur  to  give 
them  the  chance  to  vote  on  the 
issue?  ‘I  honestly  don’t  know," 
he  said,  leaving  nobody  with 
the  impression  that  he  had 
made  up  his  mind.  Was  he 
being  indecisive?  “I’m  not 
sure."  End  of  conversation. 

Baker  had  been  a good  deal 
more  positive  an  the  golf 
course.  He  included  three  15- 
foot  putts  in  a round  of  seven 
birdies  and  wily  one  dropped 
shot  That  came  at  the  7th,  his 
]6th,  and  was  the  only  occa- 
sion when  one  of  five  poor 
drives  betrayed  him. 

Baker  is  35th  in  the  Ryder 
Cup  points  list  at  present,  but 
has  his  eyes  firmly  set  on  a 
place  in  the  team  to  play  the 
United  States  at  Valdenama. 
If  he  stays  put  he  is  unlikely  to 
be  picked,  even  if  Ballesteros  is 
allowed  to  select  all  12  players, 
so  he  has  to  earn  his  way  in.  If 
he  votes  for  three  picks,  it 
would  be  just  his  luck  if  he 
finished  tenth  in  die  list 

Adam  Hunter,  level  with 
Baker,  Jos£  Rivero.  Josg 
Coceres  and  Mats  Hallbeig, 
but  a shot  behind  Brian  Davis, 
putted  brilliantly  to  birdie  the 
first  five  holes,  including  one 
from  45  feet  and  two  from  20 
fret  Another  birdie  at  the  7th 
took  him  to  the  turn  in  30,  a 
career  best 

He  had  had  trouble  with  his 
driver  all  the  way  round,  and 
discovered  why  he  had  been  a 
little  crooked  off  the  tee  when 
his  head  dropped  off  mi  the 
18th  — the  club's,  that  is,  nor 
the  one  that  sits  on  his 
shoulders.  He  was  last  seen 
seeking  a tube  of  Araldite. 

Jose  Maria  Olazabal  had  a 
wildly  inconsistent  70.  He 
started  at  the  10th  and  readied 
die  LSth  one  under  par  with 
two  bogeys  and  a birdie,  then 
played  eight  holes  without  a 
par  — a sequence  that  went 
birdie,  birdie,  birdie,  bogey, 
birdie,  birdie,  double  bogey, 
birdie.  There  is  more  than  one 
way  to  finish  three  under  par, 
and  Olazabal  went  the  scenic 
route. 

He  was  still  bemused  by  it 
all  when  he  mooched  away 
from  the  recorder's  tent  “I  just 
don’t  feel  comfortable  over  the 
ball,"  he  said.  “I  need  to  be 
more  steady He  could  say 
that  again. 
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Faldo  regains 

$ 


in 


From  x Special  Cobjiespondeot  in  ormndo,  fujrum. 

Falcto  also  had 
with  the  shortest  dub  in  fas 
bag;  often  leaving  to  putts 
short  of  the  target  - .an. 


NICK  FAUX)  produced  one 
of  the  most  spectacular  recov- 
eries in  his  20  years  as  a 

£ S & «=&  him  s; 


invitational  tournament  here  ^ % three 

5rest?da?-  i*7ii*  nfthmrt  short  right  in  the  jaws 

‘ u doesn’t 
didn't  hit 

Will  lUOllim*****—  - t 

the  putts  hard  enough  all 



■He  is  a grinder,  though,  and 
-began  his  round  by. recording 
seven  successive  pars,  getting 
up  and  down  from  bunkers  at 
the  first  two  holes.  ■ before 
collecting  his  first  birdie  at  the 
gtfa  after  hitting  a fine  three- 
iron  to  within  four  feet  of  toe 
pirn  He  pulled  his  nendrae 
into  the  rough,  though,  and- 
then  found  a bunks’  before 
leaving  a six-foot  putt  short  of 
the  target.  r ~ - 

Faldo  was  so  disgusted- that 
after  holing  out,  he  kicked  his 
ball  back  into  the  sand  . trap. 
He  made  birdie  at  the  next 
hole  from,  12  feet  before  his 
grandstand'  finish’- made- 

well  with  the  world  again.  A 71t 
-on  Arnold  Palmer's  course  is 
quite  respectable  and  the '67-  ' 
year-old  was  given  a hero's  - 


jy  to  tne  tasi  ree  ow 

horrified  when  he  blocked  his 
drive  into  heavy  rough  to  set 

up  a treacherous  approadt 

shot 200 yards  over  water  and 
on  to  a narrow  green. 

Faldo  was  delighted  to  post 
a ane-under-par  71  after  a 
superb  six-iron  deared  the 
hazard,  hit  the  putting  surface 
and  the  severe  contours  of  toe 
-green  fed  toe- ball  to  within  15 
ft**  of  the  hole  before  he 
coaxed  home  toe  putt  for  a 
irirdie  three. 

"The  result  was  a bit  spe- 
cial," Faldo,  who  trailed  toe 
early  leader  Paul  Stankowskl 
of  the  United  States,  by  four 
strokes,  said,  “iiwas  a danger- 
ous shot  and  irs  always  nice 
when  you  pull  it  off.  It  gets 
even  better  when  you  hole  the 
putt" 

The  Masters  champion  was 
less  ecstatic  about  the  rest  of 
his  game,  though.  He  was 


Palmer  chips  to  the  green  yesterday  during  his  first  competitive  round  after  surgery 

Nicholas  off  to 


his  game,  though.  He  was  welcome  back  to  competitive 
seen  to  be  dosing  the  dub  face  gotf  after  undergoing  prostate 
at  the  top  of  his  backswing  an  surgery  eight  weeks  ago.  - 
several  occasions  and  it  cost  It  had  all  the  trappings  of  a 
him  his  customaiy  accuracy.  faiiy-tale  •.  comeback  when 
**I  have  had  problems  with  Palmer  matched  par  at  the 

, -i 1 — * — grst  six  holes,  but  he  ruined 

the  script  -.by  dropping  six 
shots  at  the  next  three  and 
already  lodes  unliketyto  be  in 
action  at  the  weekmd. 


my  take-away  throughout  my 
a few  shots 


career  and  I pulled  a 

out  there.  So  it's  back  to  the 
practice  range  to  try  to  sort  it 
out,” Faldo  said.  *. 


From  Patricia  Davies 

IN  PHOENIX.  ARIZONA 

IN  THE  desert,  not  even  mad 
dogs  go  out  in  the  midday  sun. 
but  golfers  are  not  paid  to  lie 
low  and  Laura  Davies,  the 
Englishwoman  who  is  at- 
tempting to  win  toe  Standard 
Register  Ping  tournament  at 
Moon  Valley  for  the  fourth 
year  in  a row,  was  scheduled 
to  begin  her  defence  at  high 
noon  yesterday. 

Earlier  in  the  day.  on  a soft 
desert  morning,  several  of 
Davies's  compatriots  made 
encouraging  starts.  Alison 
Nicholas,  despite  the  sort  of 
stomach  upset  that  is  tradi- 
tional for  England  cricketers 
touring  the  subcontinent,  had 
birdies  at  her  first  two  holes. 


She  started  with  a four  at  toe 
10th,  a par-five  of  530  yards, 
and  followed  that  with  a two  at 
the  I65yaid  llth.  to  be  two 
shots  behind  Robin  Walton, 
the  early  leader. 

Walton,  another  who  played 
the  second  nine  first,  has 
missed  four  cuts  in  her  past 
five  outings,  but  weni  out  in 
33.  four  under  par.  A redhead 
with  green  eyes,  she  was  bom 
in  Boise,  Idaho,  but  perhaps 
she  owes  the  change  in  her 
luck  in  St  Patrick's  week  to  her 
Irish  colouring. 

Joanne  Morley.  toe  rookie 
Englishwoman  from  Chesh- 
ire, has  experienced  highs  and 
lows  since  joining  the  US 
LPGA  Tour,  finishing  fifth  in 
her  first  tournament  but  miss- 
ing the  cut  twice,  too.  Yester- 


day. looking  relaxed  and  com- 
posed in  a shirt  of  airforce 
blue,  she  sank  a testing  four- 
foot  putt  for  her  par  at  the  1st 
and  holed  from  three  feet  for  a 
birdie  two  at  toe  2nd. 

Judging  her  distances  well. 
Morley.  who  won  her  first 
tournament  in  Europe  last 
season,  had  another  birdie 
chance  ai  the  long  4th.  bur  left 
her  pun  short,  dead  on  line. 
She  then  missed  the  green  by 
about  two  inches  at  the  5th.  a 
treacherous  par-three  of  130 
yards,  over  water.  A delicate 
chip  shaved  the  hole  and  a 
par-saving  putt  of  two  feet  was 
dispatched  without  alarms. 

That  was  a more  difficult 
feat  than  it  might  sound,  for 
Mary  Beth  Zimmerman,  one 
of  Moriev’s  playing  partners. 


had  just  missed  from  three 
feet,  tamping  dowit  sense  of- 
fending ffit  of  grass  afterwards - 
in  an  attempt  to  disguise  die 
fact  that  her  stroke  had  been 
mediocre  and  ladring  hr 
conviction. 

Zimmerman.  who  started 
with  a double-bogey  six  after 
being  plugged  in  a bunker,, 
has  the  look  of  one  who 
expects  toe  worst  and  has  not 
often  been  disappointed.  A 
photographer  snapping  toe 
group  said  that  it  was 
rumoured  that  she  had  not 
smiled  for  three  years  and, 
even  after  a good  shot,  she 
looks  like  someone  who  has 
sworn  allegiance  to  a secTthat 
has  taken  a yerwaf  misery.  She 
has  won  four  times  — jndud- 
ing  this  event  in  1986  — but 


does  not  look  as  though  toe. 

expects  much  this  week. 

■ Otr  a more  cheerful  note^ 
Helen  Dobson,  from  Uncofo- 
shire,  who  has  had  her  trou- 
bles in  recent  years,  lostns;  her 
game  in  a mass  of  technicali- 
ties, was  one  under  par  after 
seven  holes.  Now  under  the 
coaching  wing  of  Lawrence' 
Fanner/  toe  professional  at 
MoorPark.  Dobson  ts  begin- 
ning to;ipak;inprc;ifc  the 
player  who  took  toe  amateur 
world  by  stormin  i989,  She 
fiddles  less  andhericons  aie 
beginning  to  be  less  erratic, 
although  the  knadc  erf  making 
cuts  is  returning  only  gradual- 
ly. Dobson  has  made  two  out 
of  five  this  seaso/u  an, indicar 
tion  Thai  even  toe  best  can 
struggle.-..'-  /J...-.  . 
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O’Sullivan  reaches  last  four 

From  Phil  Yates  in  co  kildare 


RONNIE  O’SULLIVAN,  who 
pinpoints  his  involvement  in 
the  invitation  Benson  and 
Hedges  Irish  Masters  as  a 
high  priority  assignment,  be- 
came the  first  player  through 
to  the  semi-finals  of  the  event 
at  Goffe  here  yesterday. 

O’Sullivan.  21,  who  is  at- 
tempting to  capture  his  third 
title  of  the  season,  after  pre- 
vailing at  the  Asian  Classic 
and  German  Open,  advanced 
with  a 6-4  victory  over  John 
Higgins  after  a high  quality 
encounter. 

With  strong  family  connec- 
tions in  the  Cork  area, 
O’Sullivan,  also  21.  is  extreme- 
ly popular  in  these  parts  and 
he  even  toyed  with  the  idea  of 
playing  for  Ireland  in  toe 
World  Cup  four  months  ago 
before  eventually  electing  to 
represent  England. 

“I  always  get  a really  warm 


welcome  here  and  it  is  half  the 
battle  when  the  crowd  are  on 
your  side,”  O'Sullivan  said 
after  a match  that  turned  out 
to  be  a microcosm  of  his 
recent  form  — unstoppable  at 
times,  wholly  ineffective  at 
others. 

Laying  the  foundation  for 
success,  O’Sullivan  swiftly 
and  stylishly  established  a 4-1 
lead  with  breaks  of  42, 40. 101, 
121  and  69  while  Higgins, 
edged  by  him  at  the  corres- 
ponding stage  of  toe  world 
championship  last  year,  strug- 
gled from  the  outset 

Yet.  as  he  showed  when 
beating  Nigel  Bond  6-5  in  the 
previous  round  on  Tuesday, 
O'Sullivan  is  susceptible  to 
spells  in  which  he  can  do  little 
right  In  toe  next  three  frames, 
he  aggregated  only  five  points 
as  Higgins  levelled  at  4-4. 

Higgins,  the  winner  of  the 


European  Open  in  Malta 
three  weeks  ago,  also  enjoyed 
a 28-17  advantage  in  the  ninth 
frame:  then  O'Sullivan 
sparked  back  to  life  by  strok- 
ing in  a red  from  distance  to 
launch  a derisive  break  of  52 
for  5-4. 

Runs  of  45  and  35  then 
enabled  O'Sullivan  to  comfort- 
ably win  the  tenth  and  thereby 
get  the  better  of  Higgins  for 
toe  sixth  time  in  11  career 
meetings. 

He  will  now  play  Stephen 
Hendry  or  Jimmy  White  for  a 
place  in  the  final  on  Sunday. 

Despite  the  quality  of  his 
potential  opposition. 
O'Sullivan  was  in  confident 
mood.  “I  get  frustrated  with 
myself  at  times,  but  I always 
know  that,  if  I do  hit  top  form. 
I’ll  win  toe  event,”  he  said.  “1 
am  not  worried  about  anyone 
but  myself." 


Hankin  leads  calm 
England  to  victory 


TO  THE  bitter  disappoint- 
ment of  the  home  supporters, 
England  won  the  women’s 
home  international  series  for 
the  third  year  running  in 
Perth  yesterday,  when  they 
exhibited  greater  composure 
under  pressure  than  the  more 
excitable  Scots,  and  won  the 
deriding  encounter.  127-108 
(David  Rhys  Jones  writes). 

Doreen  Hankin.  from 
Egham,  led  the  English 
charge,  piling  up  the  shots 
against  Falkirk’s  Roberta 
Hutchison  on  one  end  rink. 
Sharon  Rickman.  Di  Gray 
and  Julie  Thomas  all  played 
their  parts,  as  Hankin  re- 
turned a 30-14  scorecard. 

Thomab/s  Norma  Shaw, 
who  has  won  the  English 
indoor  singles  title  seven 
times,  skipped  her  team  to  a 
24-15  win  on  the  other  end 
rink,  and  was  responsible  for 


a vital  count  of  six  towards  toe 
end,  which  put  paid  to  hopes 
of  a fate  Scottish  recovery. 

Beryl  Alderson  skipped  her 
rink  to  a 22-12  win  over 
Jeanette  Con!  an  and,  al- 
though the  other  three  Eng- 
lish rinks  lost  they  kept  their 
defeat  within  bounds. 

The  Scotland  selectors,  who 
had  been  criticised  for  leaving 
out  some  of  their  leading 
players,  had  been  hoping  that 
a victory  on  home  soil  would 
vindicate  them,  but,  at  the  end 
of  the  day,  they  missed  the 
flair  and  experience  that  for- 
mer work!  indoor  singles 
champions  such  as  Joyce 
lindores  and  Jan  Woodley 
could  have  supplied. 

Earlier,  a depleted  Wales 
side  that  had  failed  to  trouble 
England,  and  Scotland  beat 
Ireland  on  four  rinks  and  by 
135  shots  to  94. 


By  Mike  Rosewell.  rowing  correspondent 


STEVE  REDGRAVE  and  third,  will  be  without  the 
Matthew  Pinsent  will  be  in  the 


Leander  first  crew  that  will 
defend  its  tide  in  toe  71st  Head 
of  toe  River  on  Saturday. 
Their  crew-mates  will  indude 
Bobby  Thatcher  and  James 
Cracknel!,  Britain's  double 
scullers  in  toe  Olympic 
Games  last  year,  and  Ben 
Hunt-Davis  and  Richard 
Hamilton  from  the  Atlanta 
eight  The  steersman  will  be 
Garry  Herbert,  toe  gold  med- 
al ooxwain  for  toe  Searle 
brothers  at  the  Barcelona 
Games,  who  also  steered  toe 
British  eight  in  Atlanta. 

Leander,  leading  off  the  420 
crews,  will  be  chased  away  by 
London  University,  who  won 
toe  Kingston  Head  last  week 
and  have  Rupert  Obholzer,  a 
bronze  medal-winner  in  the 
coxless  four  in  Atlanta,  on 
board.  Molesey,  starting 


Searle  brothers,  who  teamed 
up  with  Obholzer  in  Atlanta. 
Jcrany  is  having  a break  and 
Greg  is  concentrating  on 
scuffing.  The  Molesey  crew 
have  been  reshuffled  and  have 
gathered  pace  since  their  out- 
ing at  the  Reading  Head. 

Hunt-Davis  will  be  rushing 
to  Henley  after  the  Head  as  be 
is  also  the  coach  to  toe  Oxford 

women’s  Boat  Race  crew,  who 
are  trying  to  break  a run  of 
Cambridge  success  that 
stretches  back  to  1992.  He  has 
overseen  a low-profile  build- 
up while  Cambridge  have,  as 
usual,  competed  regularly  in 
open  events.  The  Cambridge 
crew  includes  their  president, 
Sarah  Wmckless,  who  has  six- 
and-a-haif  Blues  to  her  credit 
in  various  sports. 

There  was  talk  of  buoying 
toe  Henley  course  for  the 


years,  oar  tiunr-uavis 
posed  toe  idea,  perl 
because  his  president 
coxswain,  is  Abbie  Chapr 
toe  cox  of  the  Oxford  me 
1995  and  the  women  last  \ 
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Slick  Seville 


7.? 


AlWetics  in  the  United 
Stjes  is  in  a mess 
although,  unlike  in 
Britain,  the  mess  is  covered 
with  a golden  quilt.  Its  fi- 
nances are  parlous,  its  ton 
executive  is  leaving,  it  has 
been  losing  sponsors  and  the 
number  of  meetings  is  faffing 
If  this  sounds  like  the  latest 

report  on  the  state  of  affairs  at 
the  British  Athletic  Federa- 
tion (BAF)  it  is  no  different  at 
USA  Track  and  Field 
(USATF). 

The  obvious  contrast  is  the 

f gold-medal  count  from  the 
past  Olympic  Games  and 
vmrld  championships  com- 
bined: US  25.  Britain  I.  But 
how  much  longer  before  the 
American  quilt  changes  col- 
our? The  decision  here  yester- 


day by  the  International  Ama- 
fi*  Ath!ctic  Federation 
(1AAF)  to  award  the  1999 
world  championships  to  Se- 
ville, and  not  to  Stamford,  did 
nothing  to  protec*  it. 

Seville  will  be  the  seventh 
world  championships  and 
still  the  most  successful  track- 
and-field  nation  on  earth  has 
yet  to  host  them.  "This  will  he 
the  focal  point  for  the 
revitalisation  of  American 
track  and  field."  Nick 
Petredis,  of  the  Stamford  bid. 
said  yesterday,  before  the 
verdict.  Afterwards  he  reflect- 
ed that  the  fade  of  "aggressive 
leadership"  had  been  signifi- 
cant in  Stamford’s  failure  to 
secure  the  financial  guaran- 
tees that  Seville  had  put 
forward. 


leaves  US  on  starting  blocks 


David  Powell  on  a crisis  that  put  world 
championships  out  of  American  reach 


The  logical  next  question 
might  be:  why.  if  US  athletics 
was  unable  to  build  from  the 
platform  of  two  Olympic 
Games  in  the  past  15  years, 
might  it  have  done  so  from 
one  world  championships? 
Petredis  has  the  answer. 
"That  is  the  reason  OHan 
Cassell  lost  the  vote,**  Petredis 
said,  referring  to  (he  decision 
of  the  USATF  board  in  De- 
cember not  to  renew  his 
contract  as  executive  director. 

During  Cassell's  31  years  in 
office,  US  athletics  has  failed 
spectacularly  to  market  itself. 
Cassell’s  failure  to  get  on  with 


Primo  Nebioio.  the  IAAF 
president,  only  made  things 
worse.  "1  see  more  beach 
volleyball  on  television  than  I 
do  track  meets."  Petredis  said. 
Athletics  is  not  among  the  top 
20  sports  on  American  tele- 
vision and  Cascll  must  shoul- 
der the  blame.  As  one  insider 
said:  "Cassell's  departure 
should  free  USATF  like  East 
German  sports  after  the  fall  of 
the  Berlin  Wall.'*  Stamford  is 
likely  now  to  challenge 
London  as  host  for  (he  2001 


world  championships  and, 
under  new  leadership,  will 


under  new  leai 
hope  to  succeed. 


Cassell  is  understood  to 
have  rejected  dose  to 
$500,000  (about  £312,000)  to 
leave  before  the  vote  to  oust 
him,  but  efforts  are  being 
redoubled  to  pay  him  off 
before  his  contract  is  up  next 
March. 

A forecast  budget  deficit  for 
USATF  this  year  of  $2mUUon 
has  led  to  cutbacks  and  the 
recent  world  indoor  champi- 
onships in  Paris  underlined 
deeper  troubles.  Such  is 
media  interest  that  Mary 
Sfaney  did  not  merita  story  in 
the  Los  Angeles  Times  for  her 
silver  medal  yet  she  is  38.  from 
southern  California  and  made 
world  headlines  in  LA  for  her 
tangle  of  legs  with  Zola  Budd 
at  the  1984  Olympics.  Such  is 
the  decline  in  track  scholar- 


ships and  university  teams 
that  there  Is  no  sign  of  the 
emergence  of  a young  sprinter 
worthy  of  borrowing  Michael 
Johnson's  blocks.  No  athlete 
from  the  US  reached  die  60 
metres  men’s  final  in  Paris. 
This  from  a country  that  has 
dominated  world  sprinting. 
The  earning  potential  in 
American  football,  baseball 
and  basketball  has  left  athlet- 
ics like  the  garage  beneath  the 
high-rise  apartments. 

The  deterioration  in  US 
athletics  is  expected  to  show  in 
file  medal  count  in  Seville.  An 
$8  million  guarantee  from  the 
Andalucian  authorities 
showed  that  what  Spain  lacks 
in  medal-winners,  it  makes  up 
for  in  political  and  commer- 
cial leadership. 


TENNIS 


Henman’s 
rise  wins 
award  from 
his  peers 


From  Alix  Ramsay  in  key  biscayne.  Florida 


tarts 


IT  IS  the  calm  before  the 
storm  — literally  as  it  hap- 
pens. With  the  distinct  threat 
of  rain  on  the  way,  the  Upton 
championships  eased  into 
some  semblance  of  life  yester- 
day as  the  first  round,  devoid 
of  any  seeds,  hit  the  courts. 
The  main  contenders,  includ- 
ing Tim  Henman,  were  still 
recovering  from  the  annual 
Association  of  Tennis  Profes- 
sionals (ATP)  awards  jambo- 
ree the  night  before,  where  the 
best  of  the  best  were  honoured 
by  their  own. 

For  Henman,  it  was  an 


eventful  evening,  winning  "the 
most  improved  player  of  the. 


ins  role 


year  award,  as  voted  by  die 
other  players  on  the  ATP 
Tour.  After  the  efforts  of  last 
year,  in  which'  he  took  his 
ranking  from  No  99  to  No  29 
in  the  worM~apd  made  more, 
than  a few  headjinesa/ong  the 
way,  he  won  the  award  ahead 
of  Alex  O'Brien,  of  the  United 
States,  and ' Felix  Mantilla, 
from  Spain. 

Henman  was  in  good  com- 
pany — former  winners  of  the 
award  include  Pete  Sampras. 
Michael  Chang  and  Andre 
Agassi.  Sampras  collected  the 
award  for  die  player  of  the 
year  for  the  fourth  time  in 
succession.  Following  in  such 
exalted  footsteps,  it  leaves 
Henman  with  much  to  live  up 
to.  It  was  die  first  time  any 
British  player  had  ever  been 
mentioned  in  dispatches  at  the 
annual  ceremony. 

The  equivalent  award  pre- 
sented by  the  Women's  Tennis 
Association  for  the  most 
unproved  female  player  was 
wan  hands  down  by  Martina 
Hingis.  With  one  grand-slam 
title  already  in  the  bag  and 
waiting,  not  necessarily  pa- 
tiently. in  the  wings  to  take 
over  the  No  1 ranking  in  ten 
days’  time,  there  was  really  no 
contest 

If  Hingis  is  ready  to  take  on 
Steffi  Grafs  mantle  at  the  top 


of  the  heap,  however,  she  has 
yet  to  snatch  the  title  of  player 
of  the  year  from  the  German. 
Like  Sampras,  Graf  took  that 
honour  for  the  fourth  year 
running."  She  was  also  a little 
startled  to  discover  she  had 
been  voted  the  most  exciting 
player  of  the  year,  fry  tennis 
supporters,  claiming  she  had 
always  thought  she  was  about 
as  exciting  as  Todd  Martin. 
The  results  of  the  voting  may 
not  have  been  much  of  a 
surprise,  but  the  jokes  were  a 
new  departure. 

After  such  a night  of  suc- 
cess, it  would  appear  that 
British  tennis  is  ready  to  stand 
up  and  be  noticed  at  last,  but 
just  when  all  appears  to  be 
well  with  the  world,  the  Davis 
Cup  looms  large  on  the 
horizon. 

■ In  theory,  Britain  is  one 
match  away  from  a chance  to 
qualify  for  the  world  group, 
but  with  Henman  stiU  to  see  if 
he  can  recapture  the  form  he 
showed  in  January  — and 
whether  he  has  recovered 
from  an  elbow  injury  — and 
Greg  Rusedski  struggling 
with  a wrist  injury,  suddenly 
the  tie  with  Zimbabwe,  at 
Crystal  Palace  in  a fortnight’s 
time,  looks  more  daunting. 
Since  he  was  forced  to  pull  out 
of  the  San  Jose  final  against 
Sampras  last  month,  Rusedski 
has  only  managed  to  complete 
two  matches,  pulling  out  of  the 
St  Petersburg  tournament 
three  days  ago. 

Meanwhile,  Byron  Black, 
who  will  lead  the  Zimbabwe 
attack  next  monfli.  eased  into 
the  second  round  here  with  a 
b-Z  b-3  win  over  Andrea 
Gaudenzi,  who  helped  Italy  to 
a semi-final  appointment  with 
France  in  the  Davis  Cup  last 
year.  Suddenly,  the  plan  of 
David  LJoyd,  the  Britain 
coach,  to  put  Britain  back  in 
the  top  division  within  three 
years  is  not  looking  so 
straightforward  after  all. 
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Ormond,  aiming  to  reclaim  his  British  team  place,  shows  fine  balance  as  he  races  to  the  national  slalom  title 


Absence  helps  Ormond’s  challenge 


From  Simon  Wilde 
intignes 


JAMES  ORMOND,  who  was 
dropped  from  the  British  ski 
team  last  year  for  under- 
achieving. won  the  slalom  title 
at  the  British  national  champi- 
onships here  yesterday  by 
more  than  2b  sec.  As  he  also 
leads  the  combined  event  at 
the  halfway  stage,  he  has 
enhanced  his  prospects  of  a 
recall  when  the  selectors  meet 
next  month  to  choose  the  team 
for  next  season,  when  rhe 
Winter  Olympics  will  be 
staged  in  Nagano,  Japan. 

“I  proved  1 am  capable  of 
doing  well," Ormond  said.  “It 
is  clear  that  thesis  nobody 
ahead  of  me  in  the  slalom. 


though  Alain  Baxter  is  dose. 
Britain's  best  skiers  have  tra- 
ditionally been  downhiUers  so 
it  is  important  to  show  that  we 
can  also  be  good  technically." 

Ormond,  23,  responded  to 
his  unexpected  de-selection  by 
giving  up  skiing  for  three 
months  and  going  to  Austra- 
lia. The  break,  everyone  now 
agrees,  did  him  the  world  of 
good  and  he  returned  to 
competition  in  North  America 
more  focused.  He  began  to 
train  with  the  Andorran  team 
— his  family  is  based  in 
France  — and  set  himself  to 
qualify  for  the  world  champi- 
onships in  Sestriere  last 
month. 

That  he  duly  did  and.  with 
the  British  coaches  helping 


him  to  prepare  he  finished 
25th  in  the  slalom.  He  rejoined 
the  Andorrans  and  came  to 
Tignes  with  the  express  pur- 
pose of  regaining  his  place  in 
the  team.  “ My  aim  is  to  ski  for 
Britton  in  the  Olympics.”  he 
said. 

With  a large  foreign  contin- 
gent also  talcing  pan  in  the 
races,  Ormond  had  to  settle 
for  fifth  place  overall.  Baxter 
was  going  well  in  the  first  leg 
yesterday  when  he  straddled  :a 
gate  near  foe  finish  and  was 
disqualified. 

Ormond  leads  the  com- 
bined standings  after  finish- 
ing sixth  in  the  downhill  on 
Tuesday,  his  first  downhill  Df 
the  season.  That  race  was  won 
by  Andrew  Freshwater,  who 


finished  only  ninth-fastest  of 
the  Britons  yesterday  but  is 
confident  of  overtaking 
Ormond  in  the  giant  slalom 
and  super  giant. 

Emma  Carrick-Anderson 
won  the  women's  slalom  with 
ease,  confirming  her  reput- 
ation as  technically  the  best  of 
the  women.  Having  done  so 
well  in  the  world  champion- 
ships, though,  she  was  disap- 
pointed nor  to  beat  foe  best  of 
foe  non-British  entries.  Celine 
Dole,  of  France,  who  was 
faster  by  03!  sec.  Sophie 
Ormond.  James’s  younger  sis- 
ter, was  second. 


RESULTS:  Men's  stafem:  l.  J Ormond, 
lrrtn  33  Hteec:  2.  S Langmuir.  1:35  93, 3.  J 
Motfder-Bicwn,  1.-35.99.  Women's  slalom; 
1.  E CanfckAndwson,  VIS®,  2.  S 
Ormond.  l.TOOft  3,  S RoOedsoa  1-19 15 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


Warrington 
youngsters 
have  chance 
to  impress 


By  Christopher  Irvine 


SPORT  45 


Alleyne 
takes  on 
role  of 
captain 


WARRINGTON  are  gam- 
bling heavily  on  youth  for 
their  Stones  Super  League 
match  at  home  to  London 
Broncos  tonight,  with  the  in- 
clusion of  two  newcomers, 
aged  16  and  17.  The  decision 
follows  a dear-our  of  ten 
players,  including  three  inter- 
nationals, in  response  to  their 
feeUe  display  away  to 
Bradford  in  their  opening 
match,  Iasi  Friday. 

John  Duffy,  who  cannot 
sign  professional  terms  until 
his  I7fo  birthday,  in  July,  is 
the  youngest  player  to  make 
his  debut  far  Warrington  since 
Laurie  Gilfedder,  who  went  on 
to  represent  Great  Britain  five 
times.  40  years  ago.  Duffy 
takes  over  at  scrum  half  from 
WiUie  Swann  after  only  a 
handful  of  appearances  for  the 
reserves. 

Duffy,  who  signed  from  foe 
Wigan  St  Patrick's  amateur 
dub  last  season,  was  a sur- 
prise indusion  last  night.  Carl 
Roden.  17.  was  expected  to 
make  his  senior  debut  at 
scrum  half,  but  will  now  play 
at  hooker,  with  Paul  Hulme 
switched  to  the  back  raw  in 
place  of  Paul  Sculthorpe,  who 
failed  a fitness  test  on  a calf 
injury. 

If  cutting  out  the  so-called 
dead  wood  fails  to  elicit,  at  the 
very  least,  a more  effective 
performance,  it  is  difficult  to 
see  quite  where  Warrington 
can  go.  They  are  away  to 
Sheffield  and  at  home  to 
Wigan  in  four  days  over 
Easter. 

John  Dorahy  knows,  too, 
that  pressure  is  mounting  on 
him  as  coach  after  the  58-20 
defeat  try  Bradford  and  upset 
by  Salford  in  foe  Challenge 
Cup  the  week  before.  “irsJiow 
we  respond  that  is  important,” 
he  said.  "Situations  tike  this 
make  men  of  people  and  1 
have  faith  in  my  players.  They 
have  all  had  a kick  up  the 
backside  and  now  we  have  to 
fight  hard  to  put  things  right" 

In  the  bizarre  goings-on  at 
Warrington,  lestyn  Harris, 
the  £135  million-rated  Wales 
and  Britain  bade,  is  again 
persona  non  grata  at  foe  dub. 
A 48-hour  suspension  was 
extended  indefinitely,  while  a 
report  that  Harris  played  in  a 
football  match  after  withdraw- 
ing injured  from  the  game 
against  Bradford  is  inves- 
tigated. 

If  the  gamble  on  youth  pays 
off.  Warrington  would  have 
good  reason  to  celebrate.  Were 
it  not  for  an  uncharacteristic 
blunder  by  Martin  Offiah,  an 
otherwise  impressive  London 
might  have  beaten  St  Helens 
last  Sunday.  David  Krause 
starts  at  centre  and  Greg 
Barwick  is  switched  to  full 
back  in  place  of  Tbny  Martin. 

Offiah’S  unnecessary  pass 
deep  in  his  own  half  gifted  St 
Helens  a try  and  betrayed 
signs  of  too  much  rugby 
union.  He  wfl]  need  to  keep  his 
wits  about  him  over  the  next 
36  hours.  He  is  flying  to 
WDdmpool  in  one  of  Richard 
Branson’s  helicopters  after 
collecting  his  MBE  insignia  at 
Buckingham  Palace.  He  is 
then  due  in  a Bedford  union 
shin  at  Rotherham  tomorrow 
afternoon. 


MARK  ALLEYNE  was  yes- 
terday appointed  captain  of 
Gloucestershire  after  talks  be- 
tween the  count)'  and  Jack 
Russell,  the  England 
wicketkeeper,  broke  down. 
Alleyne  takes  over  from 
Courtney  Walsh,  the  West 
Indies  fast  bowler,  who  has 
Test  commitments  until  the 
middle  of  the  summer. 

Gloucestershire's  manage- 
ment met  Russell  over  two 
days  before  reaching  a stale- 
mate last  night.  Philip  Au- 
gust, the  cricket  secretary, 
said:  "Jade  wanted  certain 
conditions.  These  included  a 
management  role  for  three 
years  and  to  be  captain  for 
three  years. 

"We  were  happy  with  the 
management  condition  but 
our  constitution  says  that  we 
can  only  appoint  a captain  for 
one  season  at  a tune.  We  told 
Jack  but  he  wanted  all  the 
conditions  met,  which-  we 
could  not  da"  Now  Alleyne, 
28,  an  all-rounder,  has  his 
chance  to  get  Gloucestershire 
bade  on  track  after  a miser- 
able 1996. 


Draw  for  seeds 


Rugby  union:  Fears  that  Eng- 
land, Scotland  and  Ireland 
would  have  to  engage  in  play- 
offs to  decide  their  Rugby 
World  Cup  (RWC)  seedings  in 
1999  have  been  allayed.  The 
RWC  organisers  revealed  yes- 
terday they  had  accepted  a 
request  by  the  three  home 
unions  that  the  seedings 
should  be  decided  by  a draw, 
which  will  take  place  in  July. 
This  will  prevent  the  need  for 
foe  teams  to  meet  each  other 
in  addition  to  their  five  na- 
tions games  next  season. 


Women  to  fore 


Golf:  Eurosport,  which  lost 
foe  rights  to  screen  foe  Euro- 
pean men's  golf  tour -this 
season,  has  signed  a four-year 
deal  to  cover  the  women’s 
circuit.  The  1998  and  2000 
Sofheim  Cup  matches  are 
included  in  foe  contract  and 
Tory  Coates,  chairman  and 
chief  executive  of  the  Ameri- 
can Express-sponsored  tour, 
said  that  joining  forces  with 
Eorosporf  would  “develop  an 
exciting  partnership’'. 


Baulked 


Billiards:  Mike  Russell,  the 
world  No  1 and  world  cham- 
pion. sustained  his  first  defeat 
for  14  months  yesterday.  Rus- 
sell. from  Peterborough,  was 
beaten  4-3  by  Nalin  PateL  of 
India,  in  the  quarterfinals  of 
the  Gold  Flake  Indian  Open 
in  Madras.  His  last  reverse 
came  at  the  hands  of  Roxlon 
Chapman  in  foe  quarter- 
finals of  the  1995  world 
championship  in  Bombay. 


Back  in  action 


Rugby  union:  The  former 
captain.  Philippe  Saint-An- 
drt,  returns  for  foe  newly- 
crowned  five  nations' 
champions  France,  in  a much- 
changed  team  to  play  Italy  in 
Grenoble  tomorrow. 

FRANCE  J-L  Sadbumy;  S Qugter,  V 
Oeiaguo.  P Bondouy.  P Saw-Andie:  0 
AucacjnG,  G Acooceberty;  M da 
RougemonL  M DNmaso,  Fioumaire,  A 
Oostea,  H Worm.  O Marta.  P Benetton.  F 
FWojfi  (capon). 


HOCKEY 


, " FPPTWEF 


Hightown 
ending  on 
a low  note 


Defeated  England 
left  in  last  place 


BADMINTON 


BASLE-  Swiss  man's  open  champion- 
ship; Second  fund.  Cong  Jicrg  |Ctena)  a 
P tJTCMlth  (Engl  15-10. 15  3 


FA  CARLING  PREMIERSHIP:  Owtiea  1 
Southampton  0,  LefcesJer  City  1 Tottenham 
Hotspur  t,  Middlesbrough  2 Bteckfcum 
Rovere  1. 


BASKETBALL 


ManlHd..  . 
Liverpool... 
Arsenal  ... 
Nenwtestie  . 


WHAT  a difference  a year 
makes.  Last  season  Hightown 
travelled  to  Doncaster  need- 
ing one  point  to  clinch  foe 
premiership  title.  Tomorrow 
foe  champions  meet  the  York- 
shire dub  in  a last-ditch 
straggle  to  avoid  relegation  (a 
Correspondent  writes). 

In  fad,  foe  Merseysiders’ 

v.  crisis  is  so  serious  tiiat  their 

* player-coach.  Maggie  Sou- 
Mi  yave,  who  is  also  the  England 

■ national  coach,  will  almost 
certainly  fly  back  from  foe 
junior  home  countries  inter- 
nationals in  Dublin  to  play  in 
foe  match. 

With  three  games  left  m foe 
league  and  only  Doncaster 
and  Trojans  below  them. 
Souyave  acknowledges  that 
their  parlous  position  near  foe 
foot  of  foe  table  is  “dire".  But 
they  will  still  be  struggling  to 
field  H players  because  of  foe 
unavailability  of  Kate  Walsh 
and  Kate  Hendrick,  their  two 
England  junior  players,  and 
foe  long-term  injuries  to  Caro- 
line Gilbert.  Helen  Grant  and 
Debbie  Mills. 

"It’s  critical  when  you  con- 
sider the  injury  problems  and 

* the  absence  of  Lucy 

$ Newcombe.  who  is  complex 

1 ins  her  RAF  officers’  trajfr 

Inc,"  Souyave  said.  But 

during  the  season  we  really 
haven't  performed.  These  are 
changing  times,  at  the^dub 
and  Vs  been  disruptive. 


Australia 5 

England 2 


From  Sydney  Frisrin 

IN  KARACHI 


ENGLAND'S  campaign  in 
the  five-nation  Golden  Jubilee 
tournament  ended  here  yester- 
day with  a defeat  by  Australia, 
who  wiped  out  a 2-0  deficit  to 
win  convindngly.  The  result 
consigned  England  to  last 
place  and  put  them  out  of  foe 
medal  play-offs. 

Everything  went  right  for 
England,  who  swept  to  a 2-0 
lead  in  13  minutes  with  st  rong 
running  and  a quick  inter- 
change of  positions,  (n  die 
fifth  minute  Garda  scored 
with  an  angled  shot  from  the 
right  of  the  aide  and  eight 
minutes  later  an  artack 
launched  by  Garrard,  helped 
along  by  Head,  ended  in  a 
goal  by  Crutchley.  . 

Australia  responded  in  the 
24th  minute  with  a goal  by 
Smith,  who  put  the  finishing 
touch  to  a shot  by  Davies.  By 
half-time  they  were  3-2  ahead. 
Stacy  having  scored  two  goa  Is. 
his  first  from  a short  corner. 

After  the  interval  England 
pi  ruled  Australia  in  their  own 
half  for  25  minutes,  but. 
although  several  shots  were 
aimed  * goal  by  Conway 
Crutchley  and  Waugh,  foe 
vigilance  of  Dreher.  the  Aus- 


tralia goalkeeper,  prevented  a 
score. 

The  srory  of  England's  un- 
converted short  corners  con- 
tinued. with  five  in  the  second 
half  bearing  no  fruit,  the  shuts 
being  ltx>  weak  ti*  heat  Dreher. 

A final  thrust  by  Australia 
pushed  England  back  in  the 
last  eight  minutes.  Stacy 
scored  from  a short  comer  and 
Elmer  added  the  fifth,  almost 
on  the  final  whistle,  from  a 
pass  by  Lewis,  who,  in  making 
the  run,  had  the  left  flank  all  to 
himself. 

Among  the  tireless  workers 
in  rhe  England  team  were 
Garrard,  in  deep  defence, 
Sharpe,  in  midfield,  and  Gar- 
cia. in  artack.  with  Head  and 
Crutchley  lending  solid  sup- 
port. 

The  round-robin  match  be- 
tween Germany  and  Holland 
tomorrow  wili  be  a dress 
rehearsal  for  the  final  on 
Sunday;  their  positions  are 
unassailable.  Similar?.  Paki- 
stan will  meet  Australia  on 
consecutive  days,  the  second 
time  for  the  bronze  medal. 
Today  is  a rest  day. 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  (NBA):  Utah 
1 13  Boston  too.  Charted:-  90  Cleveland  72. 
Toronto  99  Detail  97.  New  York  111 
F4*iatte***a  lOCr.  Attains  107  Indiana  3S; 
Miorrt  ¥)  Golden  Smo  91  (OD:  M mrtnda 
95  Vancouver  72.  Loa  Angaiw  Cyppers.  106 
Son  memo  96 

BUDWEISEH  LEAGUE'  ShetteU  78 
London  I'TweiJ,  79 


Shall  Wed 
AVBte...  . 


Laedt  . 

Tottenham 
Leicester.. 
Blackburn 
Ewrwn... . 


BILLIARDS 


Derby  . .. 
Sunderland 


Wes?  Horn 

Coventry  . 


MADRAS.  India.  Gold  Rake  dtampkm- 
ship:  First  round:  R Chapman  (Enpl  W P 
Sheehan  iKno)  4-1:  R Fotdvan  lAusj  U l 
MaW  iindtai  4-0.  C Shun  (Em)  hi  A 
SriancUya  r'ndr.i)  4-3.  M HusmsH  (Eng)  a A 
JWunjhunwala  (hritai  4-0  Second  round:  M 
* oihiji  ibkikjj  til  6 Bhaskar  (India)  4-3:  N 
Pine*  (irkiuir  W S AgrawaJ  HmJie i 4-2 
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HELLENIC  LEAGUE  Premier  division: 
Endste#!  2 Wanlage  Town  O.  Kmrtxny 
(tangos  1 [Meat  Tawt  2\  Lsmbourn  Sports 
2 Fartorti  Town  0 

UMJET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE  Fha 
tflviston;  three  Bridges  1 Arundel  1. 
FEDERATION  BREWERY  NORTHERN 
LEAGUE:  First  dMston;  Tow  Uw  Town  3 
South  Sttekte  3. 

MINERVA  SOUTH  MIDLANDS  LEAGUE: 
Premier  dMstor  London  Cotney  1 MUcn 
Keynes  2. 

NORTHERN  COUNTIES  EAST  LEAGUE: 
Premier  dMaiarv  Sheffield  0 Qsssn  Albun 


HOCKEY 


RUGBY  LEAGUE 


KARACHI:  Golden  JubDee  tournament: 
Germany  3 Pakistan  3.  Australia  S Eng- 
land 2. 

P W D L F A Pis 

Holt na 3 2 1 0 12  S 7 

Germany- 3 2 1 0 7 4 7 

3 0 3 0 7 7 3 

AusrraBa 3 10  2 & 7 2 

Enatend- 4 0 1 3 3 14  1 


NATIONAL  CONFERENCE  LEAGUE:  Pre- 
mier dMrioir.  Haworth  23  West  Hu4  6 


RUGBY  UNION 


WELSH  LEAGUE:  Second  cMskn  Cross 
Keys  46  Bonytnaen  a. 


Hofand  and  Germany  quafty  tor  &iei 


SAILING 


BOWLS 


PERTH1  Women's  home  international 
Indoor  championshipa:  Scotland  bt  Wales 
144-94  lSo.'IH'>d  :**»  first  E McGarvj*  bt 
b Muq.ui  .'MS.  J 'wQnlan  t*  D Rcwtends 
20-10  H riuithison  M J Attend  24- 1 4,  E 
WrendtwwmR-Une-s  19-19  AChrrsoaW 
A DaiMCir>  2C- 14  J SyVet;  hr  1j  Milei  IB). 
England  bt  Ireland  131-103  ‘England  sNps 
lifsr  j Rwki m»  Ian  io  J Mulhouand  10-2> 
D Hankai  m O P^astey  ®-i ' N Slww  bt  M 


Feeion-M  1 ' B MleivanbiB WB*r 30-16. 
M Pim-c  to-,1  M Jrhnsiofi  17  SO  M Steeta  M 


M Pree  M Jchnsion  17-20  M Steeic  w 
A McCiumw*'.  26-171.  Wales  bt  Ireland 
1 35-34  tWster-  stjps  tost  B Morgan  W M 
Foaron  .i?  1 2 j AcUand  bt  MaMH  Jchnfiton 
27- 1 1 0 Rowlands  tosi  ‘o  J Muftcfland  14- 
19  R Jones  M A McOumncrss  £3-11.  A 
Damiori  i<»  Maiouei  JchiKton  17-23:  G 
oi  «yi#  isi 


tMiddiesbrough  deducted  ttwee  penis 
DR  MARTENS  LEAGUE:  Premier  cfcvWon: 
SsAstuy  1 Giesfey  Rogers  1.  Mfcfand 
cfivWon:  Corty  Town  1 Bedworth  Urwed  2 
Southern  division:  Si  Leonanls  4 Ctewcdon 
Town  I. 

UNIBOND  LEAGUE  Ftntt  dMstofE 
Dnsytden  2 Gietna  2.  President's  Cup: 
Semt-finoL  second  teg:  FarsJay  Cette  I 
Runcorn  2 (Runcorn  wm  2-1  or  aggregate) 
GILBERT  LEAGUE  OF  WALES:  Cwmbran 
fl  AfcovstwyffiO  Cup:  SernWtnot.  flret  lag: 
Tan  Penne  3 Barry  Town  1 
AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION:  Fire! 
dMsjon:  Bngrton  0 Swansea  Ctty  0; 
Boumtonoutfi  1 Oxfcjid  Urwed  2:  Ipswich 
Town  S Bnssol  Rows  0;  MMwa*  1 Bristol 
Ctty  i , Norwich  City  2 Tottenham  Hotspur  3: 
Southampton  2 Luton  Town  0 League 
Cup:  Swindon  Town  1 Cardiff  QityO 
PONTJN'S  LEAGUE:  Premier  Cfcttsiort 
Botton  Wanderers  2 Nontnreiam  Forest  1; 
Leeds  Urwed  0 Oldham  Afhtetic  f.  First 
division:  Aston  Visa  2 Btecfcpocn  0:  Pent  Vala 
2 Huddersfield  Town  1.  Sunderland  2 
Wolverhampton  Wanderers  0 Second 


JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES  LEA- 
GUE: Premier  dMtiort  Soham  Tam 
Rangers  2 Hatsteed  Town  0,  Stowmertoa 
Town  2 Ttereo  United  3:  Wisbech  Town  t 
Warboys  Town  0 

JEWSON  WESSEX  LEAGUE:  Fret  t«- 
vfelort  Chnslciwrcti  1 Cones  Spoils 
2. 

BASS  HUSH  CUP:  Charier-fine!  reptey: 
Colerami  0 LoogtaaO  Untied  1 
FA  WOMEN'S  PREMIER  LEAGUE  Nat- 
ional division:  Arsenal  2 Croydon  1. 
SCHOOLS  MATCH:  Engfch  Schools 
Snickers  Ureter- IS  Trophy:  Onartor-On at 
Panrrtiiis  6 RfchajO  Chalonertt. 
INTERNATIONAL  MATCH:  Malta  1 Hun- 
gary  4 (h  Vaieitaj 

COPA  UBEHTADOflES:  Group  onar.  Gua- 
rani (Paraj  0 Gnome  Petreiero  (Par)  a 


ICE  HOCKEY 


BT  GLOBAL  CHALLENGE:  Fourth  tag: 


NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (NHL):  Detroit  4 
Boston  i:  New  York  kttanctem  7 Florida  4; 
Montreal  5 New  Yak  Rangers  4:  PHadel- 
phis  6 Toronto  3.  Wastengton  2 Nam  Jersey 
2 (OT);  Dates  7 Phoenix  2:  Calgary  4 San 
Jose  3:  Edmonton  3 TampB  Bey  V.  wtahaWt 
S Los  Angeles  2 


Latest  postdates  (Sycfrioy  ro  Cape  Town. 
Yrtth  mites  to  Cape  Town,  as  at  1350  GMT 


ICE  SKATING 


vtfth  mites  to  Creie  Town,  as  at  13.50  GMT 
yesterday):  1.  (Soup  4 1421;  2.  Concert 
3.427,  A Sew  The  CWdren  3,437:  4,  Globa) 
Taamwortt  3,438.  &.  Toshiba  Waw  Warrior 
3.445;  6,  Commercial  Union  3.475:  7. 
Motorola  3.484:  8.  Tune  5 TWe  3.532,  9. 
Ocean  Rover  3.543;  10.  3Com  3561;  11. 
CourtautfJs  IntemaKonoI  3,587;  12  Pause 
To  Remember  3,607.  13,  Nuclear  Electee 
3,621. 14.  Heath  Insured  It  3340 


Group  two;  Velez  SarsfiaW  (Afttl  3 El 
NaoooaJ  (Ecu)  0 Group  throe:  Mlneioe 


NaoooaJ  (Ecu)  0 Group  throe:  Mmsioe. 
Guavana  (Venj  1 Universtdad  Caofca 
(Chte)  1.  Group  tewn  CnCelro  (Bf)  2 
Altana  (Peru)  0 Group  five:  Nareonal  {Untt 
3 Peneral  (Urol  O.  MMonartos  (Got)  2 
Depon/vo  cafi  iCrf)  2. 


LAUSANNE:  World  diampkMwNps:  Pare 
Final  positions:  1,  M Wftzel  ok)  I Steuer 
(Go)  13  factored  placements.  2 M Ettsora 
and  A Bushkov  (Russ)  3ft  3.  O Kazakova 
and  A Dmitriev  (Russ)  6.0.  4,  K Via  end  J 
Dungran  (US)  83;  s,  5,  j Meno  and  T Sand 
IUS)/.ft  B,  K,  Sasgeani  and  K Wta  (Can) 
10A  7,  S AbBbd  and  S Bemadt  (Fr)  10  5; 
6 DZagOKka  and  M SwdeK  (Fbl)  133;  9.  E 
Berrena—e  and  A Sh*arou*dffl  (Russ) 
135;  10.  P Schwarz  and  M Mutter  (Gefl 
145;  11.  Xue  Shen  end  Hengo  Zhao 


SNOOKER 


GOFFS,  Co  WWoro:  Benson  and  Hedges 
Irish  Masters:  Rrst  round:  S Dans  fEng)  W 


K Doherty  (Ire)  61  Ouarter-finatnO'- 
van  (Engl  m J Higgtns  (Scot)  6-4. 


SQUASH 


(Crma)  160:  12.  M Khattouhna  and  A 
Kroufujv  (Kaz)  160.  L Rogers  and  MAIdred 
(GB)  withdraw  Injured. 


VMvsftiamalon  Wanderers  0 Second 
divtsort  CartiEte  United  3 Rothaham 


CRICKET 


AUSTRALIA.  L Dreher.  0 S-Crouie.  M Trjrt-. 
SCsiUiis&  BLivwmvire  ( Fimst  j Stacy 


NAPIER  Tour  mafch  rone-ctoyr  Central 
Dia.iriv.  j.'7  iM  SmcLw  67.  C M Spearman 

56, 3 T Jny.i^jnya  t-  37).  Sn  Larikans  228-4 
(A  Rjniurrgj  &£•  no i ix/i|  Sn  UrnKans  mp n 
tty  so  wij>eK 


(orpianr  P Lsw»  B tJiofyy  S D.'n>«%  M 
Smith  SubsMutes  used-  M Ejicnnan.  J 
HKVteS 

ENGLAND:  0 Lnc*w  -<  Waitir-.  B Garrard. 
A Hurrays ey.  W Wavwn  B Shaipa  J 
Pidcod’  J Lee.  S Head  H Gdroa  (oapiain). 
RCnrtcntey  Suhstteifes  used'  N Conway 
D Halt  L P*wi 

UmpJtes:  C SteDrechi  IGeirT«rvi 
G Gonssen  (Hcttandj 


FOOTBALL 


Wednesday 1 's  tale  results 
EUROPEAN  CUP.  Ouarter-flnats,  second 
lag:  A)I-.  ■■"■-0  MMnd  2 Ajw  3 ftM;  M allet 


yf*7»,-i  A(,.‘  IW)  JO  on  agwegois).  Auu.-«r 
il  jjoTu;-.,,:,  Umnnsip  1 [Dortmund  win  4-1 
on  FC  f\«io  0 Manchester 

Unied  O (AWtcwyoi  Umifd  wn  AJJ  on 
aops^jii  i Jriwtnun  " Rosontoorg  0 
(Jurtniu-  w»n  11  on  aggregate) 


United  1.  Grimsby  Town  2 Birmtey  1.  HUB 
Otii  0 Barnsley  3;  Wrerham  4 Btsfflesd  Ctty 
i.  York  City  0 Manchester  City  1.  Third 
dtaaran:  Darlington  I Lncofrr  CHy  1: 
Dopeasier  Rowere  2 Bu»y  o.  Rochdale  0 
Wafeaa  ft.  Scarborough  1 Chsswfield  1. 
Scunrharpa  Uttted  1 Qieoief  Dty2. 
ENDSLDGH  INSURANCE  MIDLAND 
COMBINATION:  Premier  dhttetare  King's 
heam  < Coventrv  Sphin*  1;  Mur  ICA  3 
BofehaL  Swtfre  i 

NORTH  WEST  COUNTIES  LEAGUE:  find 
tSvrUon:  Eastwood  Hanley  2 Traftxd  1: 
RosssndaJe  Untied  ) Cahewe  1- 
W1NST0NLEAD  KENT  LEAGUE:  Fk* 
<MUon:  Steppey  Unsed  3 Greenwich 
Borough? 

SCREWFR  DWECT  LEAGUE;  Prenter 
dwisjon.  Bndpcn  0 Chard  Town  1: 
WeQbury  (Jnited  Q Caine  Town  1 


FOOTBALL 
Kjck-ijH  ? 30  untess  eCBecf 
Nsdonwlde  League 
Second  dhrision 

laiton  v BranUotd  (7.45)  ...  

Third  division 

Colchesfer  v Rochdale  (7 45)  — 

Doncaster  v Hereford  

GILBERT  LEAGUE  OF  WALES:  FKnr  Town 
v Conwy 

FA1  HARP  LAGER  NATIONAL  LEAGUE: 
Premier  rferiaian;  Dunct*  v Shamrock 


RUGBY  LEAGUE 
Ktk-oB  730  unless  stated 
Stones  Super  League 

Oldham  v BratKond  

Paris  Sant-Garmren  v Leeds  (7.0) 

WfimrtgnMiti  London  

Ftnst  division 

Dewsbury  v Featharatona  (7.45)  .. 

Second  division 

Lancashire  Lymtv  Cartels 


TENNIS 


ST  PETERSBURG;  Men's  tournament 
Second  round:  A Ctemenf  (Fr)  wo  G 
Rusedski  (GB)  sen  M Norman  (Swe)  tt  D 
Pmosl  Kter)  1-6.  M.  6-3:  R Fudan  iR)  W O 


iv  (But)  7-5,  W:  J Krost* 
bt  F Santoro  (Fr)  3^.  6-4,  6-3 


POOLS  DIVIDENDS 


(745):  SI  PofricL’a  A*  V Calc  (7451: 
Snacoume  v Fim  Harps  (7  45). 

SCHOOLS  MATCH:  Engteh  Sntckere 


Undar-i9  Trophy:  QuariK-flnat  Rainhom 
Mark  frammar.  Kart  v C oteww  SFC  tflt 
GUIrngham) 

BASKETBAa 

BUDWEISEH  LEAGUE:  Manchester  v Bo- 
mte^am  (7J3DJ:  Chester  v Thames  Valley 


OTHER  SPORT 

BASKETBALL  Budmiser  Lsogua:  Man- 
chester v Bornkuham  (7  30);  Otester  v 
Thames  Vafcy^O). 

BOWLS:  Englfcii  indoor  champion  ett 
champions  (a  Bcmbndge). 

GOLF:  Eunraigctate  Foureomes 
SNOOKS):  Benson  and  Hedges  Irish 
Masters  {Co  KlOare) 

SWIMMING:  British  grand  prtx  meeting  (a 


UTTIEWOOOS:  Treble  chance:  24p(s 
£92.017.70;  23  061-25;  22  £27,56;  31 
£aiS.  Had-timK  23pte  max  £10274,  Four 
drawK  £16,15  Ten  homes:  £190-50  F)w 
■ways;  £1390. 

VERNONS:  Treble  chance:  34pcs 
E4W25J5;  23  £21665. 22  £35.90. 
2ETTERS;  Treble  chance:  34  pis 
£8.141  95;  23  £32  BS.  22  O 30;  21  £0.45. 
Four  draws:  £1020.  homes:  E20jjD 

Four  sways  £2.  Super  7:  £12720 
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46  SPORT /RADIO 


the  times  FRIDAY  MARCH  21:1997 


Paying  the  price  for  ifs  wi 


Pitiful  to  recollect  it  now,  of 
course,  but,  on  Tuesday  after- 
noon, I was  really  looking 
forward  to  tile  match.  “Y  a-t'il  un 

tone,  as  toe  spanky  new  airport  bus  decent  passes,  Ginofahad  nrt 
from  Nice  sped  east  in  bright  sun  fallen  over  so  often.  If  only  Beardsley 


pu£  thus  making  the  culture  shock 
rebound  alf  at  once,  and  travpl  quite 
forcibly  in  the  opposite  direction. 

If  only  Newcastle  had  redeemed 
themselves  by  a angle  goal  or  a 


LYNNE  TRUSS 


along  the  high  coast  road  of  the 
Riviera.  “A  quelle  heure  commence  le 

spectacle T 

Spotting  tile  elegant  arches  of  the 

Louis  il  Stadium  be-  

[ow  in  the  town,  I gave 
a little  squeal,  and 
pointed  it  out  to  some 
Newcastle  supporters. 

“The.  er,  Stade!"  1 
said.  Now  that  l re- 
member it  those  poor  

black-and-white-dad 
saps  were  pretty  excited  about  it  too. 
"Reckon  they  Ye  in  for  a bit  of  a 
culture  shock,  like."  one  of  my 
companions  suggested,  meaning  the 
invasion  of  irrepressible  Geordies 
who  would  spend  their  afternoon  at 
leisure  in  the  Principality  ordering 
beers  in  high  multiples  ("That'S  not 
for  all  of  us,  mind;  that's  each!"), 
baring  their  NUPC  tatoos  for  the 
local  papers  and  standing  hilariously 
at  Hairpin  bends  in  Monte  Carlo 
making  “Nyow!  Nyow!"  noises  at 
passing  cars,  little  did  any  of  us 
suspect  that  Monaco  would  later 
ignominiously  cut  through  New- 
castle like  bullets  through  a cream 


‘Jaw-dropping 
disaster  for 
Newcastle’ 


had  not  given  the  ball  away.  Nobody 
wants  to  travel  hundreds  of  miles  at 
great  expense  and  be  made  to  look 
like  jerks,  but  that  is  pretty  much 
what  happened  on 
Tuesday.  This  match 
was  a jawdropping 
disaster  for  New- 
castle, the  second  half 
being  about  as  much  a 
treat  for  the  eyes  as 
removing  a plaster 
from  your  eyelids. 
Monaco  looked  like  greyhounds; 
Newcastle  were  just  doggy. 

- insatiable,  Benarbia  travaille  un 
coup-franc  qui  hypnotise  Hislop a 
joyous  Nice-Matin  reported  next  day. 
L'Equipe  rubbed  it  in.  too  — “3-0, 
cette  fais  la  demifinale  est  dans  la 
poche.” 

Dans  la  poche  — funny  how 
certain  phrases  translate,  and  other 
idioms  come  as  a surprise.  But  is  the 
word  for  goal  in  French,  and  there  is 
even  a newspaper  called  Bud  le 
passion  du  foot. 

However,  I did  not  know  this  can 
Tuesday  night,  when  the  word  inex- 
plicably appeared  on  the  scoreboard 


Kicking  and  Screaming 


in  big  letters  after  Legwinski’s  open- 
er. In  this  bare  form,  it  provided  a 
cruel  ray  of  hope.  The  ball  went 
soaring  in.  the  crowd  yelled  and 
danced,  and  then,  the  word  BUT 
appeared,  looking  for  all  the  world 
like  an  enormous  quibble. 

"But?"  I asked,  holding  my  breath. 
"But  what?  But  he  was  offside?  But 
we  really  should  go  back  and  take 
that  again  because  you  obviously 
weren't  ready?”  But  nothing,  as  it 
turned  out  Just  BUT! 

The  Newcastle  supporters*  good 
spirits  will  return  in  time,  of  course, 
but  I will  never  forget  hearing  one  of 


them  articulate  beautifully  his  hurt 
feelings  after  the  match,  in  baiting, 
regretful  franglais.  "You,  vous,  Mo- 
naco — tres  good,”  he  told  a gratified 
passerby.  "We,  Newcastle  — shite." 

So  it  was  a surreal  day,  all  in  all; 
and,  just  as  every  Newcastle  traveller 
will  remember  March  IS  with  a 
mixture  of  emotions,  so  will  I. 
Having  never  seen  Newcastle  in  the 
flesh  before,  I now  found  myself  not 
only  in  the  same  stadium  as  the 

famous  squad,  but  sit-  

ting  not  a phrase- 
book’s  toss  from  Les 
Ferdinand  and  Alan 
Shearer.  Gosh! 

How  extraordinary 
to  reflect  that  a year 
ago,  I had  never  heard 
of  Shearer,  or  his 
equally  famous  dicky 
now  l excitedly  pick 
recognising  the  hack  of  his  head. 
"That's  Shearer!”  I told  a surprised 
sophisticate  from  The-  Herald  Tri- 
bune's Paris  office,  poinling  to  where 
the  great  No  9 sat  several  rows  in 
front  I was  entranced. 

So.  on  top  of  all  the  other  disap- 
pointments. just  my  luck  that  rt  was 
Monaco’s  nighL  Twice  I had  the 
opportunity  to  catch  Shearer's  eye 
and  give  him  a jolly  smile  of 
recognition,  but  twice  I felt  like  a 
village  idiot  waving  at  a funeral. 
Unfortunately,  the  proper  facial  ex- 
pression just  does  not  exist  to  convey: 


‘None  of  my 
heroes  gave 
me  a glance’ 


groin,  while 
him  out  by 


a)  Gutted  that  you  lose,  b)  Buteverso 
pleased  to  see  you;  c)  Yon  did  deserve 
to  lose,  though,  didn’t  you?  and  d)  Iffl 
all  look  better  in  the  morning. 

Shamelessly,  1 hung  around  at  tire 
players’  mat,  experimenting  with 
rueful  grimaces  and  sympathetic 
nods,  bur  finally  gave  up  because 
none  of  my  heroes  gave  me  a glance; 
and.  besides,  having  tried®  get  Chris 

Waddle’s  attention  for  at  least  half  an 
hour,  my  fare  adted-When  poor 
Darren  Ptacock  glid- 
ed past,  like  a ghost  I 
deeded:  “No.  they’ve 
suffered  enough,  with- 
out this,"  and,  not 
before  time.  I also 
recollected  Robert 
Crampton's  Times 
piece  about  Eric 
Cantona  last  Saturday,  in  which  he 
described  “loserish"  middle-aged 
waiting  at  gates  to  see 


women 

footballers.  Lumme.  Loserish.  Mon 
dieu,  Cest  moil 

Next  morning,  on  Monte  Carlo  TV, 
anyone  expecting  to  see  endless 
replays  of  toe  match  found  instead  a 
half-hour  commercial  for  a range  of 
microwave  accessories  — so  nobody 
should  imagine  that  Monaco  was 
big-headed  or  glbaty.  ’or  anything 
other  than  sportive. 

My  main  wary  was  for  that  poor 
Newcastle  supporter  sorrowfully 
shaking  hands  with  strangers  under 
the  Monaco  moon.  - - 


ICE  SKATING 


Aspiring  Britons 
still  lusting 
in  the  shadows 


From  Simon  Barnes  in  lavsanne 


MOST  sports  are  about  war. 
Most  dances  are  about  sex. 
and  that  counts  double  for  the 
tango.  Why?  Look  at  Marika 
Humphreys.  You'd  think  she 
was  a nice,  ordinary,  if 
noticeably  pretty  English  girl. 
But  then  the  music  started, 
and  she  was  snarling  with 
unrestrained  lust  at  her  part- 
ner, Philip  Askew1,  as  if  she 
were  in  two  minds  as  to 
whether  to  devour  him  or 
disembowel  him. 

Perhaps  it  is  true,  what  they 
say  about  bald  men.  And  then 
the  music  stopped.  And  she 
was  quite  all  right  again.  The 
most  recent  British  assault  on 
the  world  ice  dancing  champ- 
ionship was  going  strong. 
This  was  the  original  dance 
section  of  the  competition;  the 
medals  will  be  awarded  after 
the  free  programme,  tonight. 

And  Marika  wont  get  one, 
alas,  for  all  those  curled  and 
glossed  lips,  and  those  white, 
bared  teeth.  She  and  Phil  are 
down  with  the  dead  men  after 
collecting  4.8s  in  a sport  in 
which  Brits  had  once  known 
nothing  but  sixes.  The  nation 
that  produced  Torvill  and 
Dean  stands  sixteenth  out  of 
29  starters  in  toe  competition. 


This  is  still  pretty  good  and 
they  skated  with  verve  and 
charm  as  well  as  lust,  but,  all 
toe  same,  they  do  not  look  like 
toe  legitimate  heirs  to  theT&D 
tradition.  What  went  wrong? 

Several  couples  have  sought 
to  follow  Torvill  and  Dean  and 
some  made  a good  fist  of  it 
Karen  Barber  and  Nicky 
Slater  finished  fifth  in  the 
world  with  a delightful  Char- 


Cario  FassL  the  Italian  coach 
who  inspired  John  Curry 
and  Robin  Cousins  to  Olym- 
pic titles,  has  died  in  hospital 
after  suffering  a heart  attack 
in  Lausanne,  aged  67.  Fassf 
was  coach  to  Nicole  Bobek. 
of  the  United  States. 


lie  Chaplin  routine.  After  them 
came  Sharon  Jones  and  Paul 
Askham.  Finishing  ninth  in 
the  world  was  no  disgrace,  but 
nobody  could  ever  forgive 
them  for  not  being  T&D. 

So  die  chance  to  establish  a 
tradition  of  excellence  has, 
somehow,  gone  down  the 
plughole.  Wed.  it  must  have 
been  hard  to  write  first  dra- 
mas after  Shakespeare  had 
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family  or  friends 
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CHANGING  TIMES 


doie  his  stuff  and  no  one  was 
able  to  follow  Milton  with 
another  blank  verse  epic.  Per- 
haps the  truly  great  somehow 
use  up  their  chosen  medium, 
at  least  for  those  around 
them. 

Certainly  toe  shadow  of 
Torvill  and  Dean  is  dense  and 
certainly  no  British  ioe  dancer 
seems  able  to  emerge  from  it. 
Torvill  and  Dean  were,  in 
their  way,  great  artists  con- 
demned to  a rather  ludicrous 
medium.  If  James  Joyce  had 
been  committed  to  writing 
only  cowboy  stories,  he  would 
have  written  cowboy  stories  of 
genius,  but  they  wouldn’t  have 
been  Ulysses. 

And  so,  at  the  opposite  end 
of  the  championship  spec- 
trum. toe  couples  smiled  lust- 
fully in  the  direction  of  toe 
crown  that  Torvill  and  Dean 
once  wore.  Enflamed  with 
simulated  lechery,  they  went 
to  war  in  sequins  and  nude- 
coloured  nylon,  each  couple 
determined  to  outsex  the  rest 
We  wanted  a fair  fight,  no 
messing  about  below  the  belt 
and  may  the  most  lascivious 
woman  win. 

Russia  seems  to  do  a good 
line  in  lascivious  women.  The 
great  Russian  tradition  of  ice 
dance  — or  ice  anything  for 
that  matter—  shows  no  sign  of 
dying  out  fterhaps  because  it 
was  never  dominated  by  a 
single  act 

Three  Russian  couples  took 
the  ice,  each  one  more  erotical- 
ly charged  than  the  one  before. 
Three  and  a half  hours  of  wall- 
to-wall  female  sexual  aggres- 
sion reached  its dimax.  ifthat 
is  quite  the  word  I’m  looking 
for,  with  Oksana  Gritschuk 
and  Evgeny  Platov. 

This  is  the  top  Russian  pair 
and  l predict  that  they  will  win 
the  championship  tonight  I 
am  not  alone  in  this;  so  does 
everyone  else  in  Lausanne. 

They  bagged  a perfect  six 
from  one  judge  yesterday,  toe 
first  ice  dance  couple  to  do  so 
at  the  world  championships 
since  Isabelle  and  Paul 
Dudiesnay  the  love  'em  or 
hate  'em  French-Canadian 
pair,  in  1991.  Torvill  and  Dean 
got  nine  sixes  for  artistic 


Gritschuk  and  Platov  perform  their  relatively  tender  routine  in  Lausanne  yesterday 


impression  at  the  world  cham- 
pionships of  1984. 

G&P.  if  I may  call  them  that 
will  get  more  tomorrow,  I 
fancy.  They  cleverly  rang  the 
changes  on  the  tango  cliches. 
Gritschuk.  a platinum  blonde 
of  some  presence,  was  dressed 
in  scarlet  skirt  slashed  from 
hem  up  to  the  fifth  rib.  But  she 
played  it  more  submissive 


than  the  rest  Lust  she  implied 
is  for  wimps,  tenderness  is 
another  matter  altogether. 

Russian  couples  finished 
first  second  and  seventh, 
which  shows  toe  viability  of  a 
tradition  of  excellence  and 
underlines  the  way  that  Brit- 
ish ice  dance  somehow  foiled 
to  establish  one. 

Afterwards,  Gritschuk 


pouted  prettily  at  the  press 
with  her  classically  bee-stung 
lips  and  hoped  hr  still  better 
tilings  tonight  She  is  able  to 
project  all  about  her  an  air  of 
complete  silliness,  something 
that  is,  at  least  for  the  moment, 
quite  irresistible.  But  then,  toe 
whole  sport  is  a bit  like  that 


Standings,  page  45 


----- 


Answers  from  page  43 
CHERIMOYA 

to  A small  tree  {Anona  cherimolia).  a native  of  Peru,  with  sweet- 

seeuied.  greenish  dowers.  Also  the  pulpy  fruit  of  tins  tree,  highly 

esteemed,  on  account  of  its  delirious  flaww.  It  is  of  considerable 
site,  irregularly  heartshaped,  with  a scaly  exterior.  An 
Anglicised  form  of  the  Quidraa  name.  Expect  to  meet  them  in 
your  supermarket  aoy  day. 

CHITTARONE 

(4  An  instrument  of  die  guitar  kind,  bat  strung  with  wire;  and 
played  with  a plectrum  orquUL  Math  used  in  the  J6tb  and  I7th 
centuries.  Spen  variously,  but  derived  from  the  Latin  dthartL 
Commonly  kept  in  barbers'  shops  for  toe  use  of  the  customers.  It 
bad  often  a grotesquely  canned  brad.  The  Tyrolean  form  of  toe 
instrument,  which  came  into  fashion  in  England  id  toe  19th 
century,  is  distinguished  as  the  zither. 

CHHTERLING 

04  The  smaller  intestines  of  beasts,  as  of  the  pig,  especially  as  an 
artide  of  food  prepared  fay  frying  or  boiling.  Sometimes  Sled 
with  mincemeat  or  forcemeat  as  a kind  of  sausage.  Of  Teutonic 
origins;  such  as  the  German  kutteln  chawdiou s-  "His  warped 
Ear  bung  o’er  the  Strings./  Which  was  but  Sooce  to 
Chitterlings." 

CHOCHO 

Name  in  the  British  West  Indies  of  a cncurbitaceous  plant 
(Sechium  edule),  cultivated  for  its  wholesome  succulent  fruit  The 
native  name  in  Brazil,  bul  elsewhere,  alias.  "From  Madeira  its 
fruits  are  sometimes  sold  in  Covent  Garden  Market  undo-  the 
name  of  C&ayufes." 


SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 
I Qh5?g6(l ...  h62QxeS*  wins) 2Qxh7*!  Rxh7 3 RxeBt  Kg74  RIe7*  Kh65 
Radi?  checkmate 
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is mmmm 


Depth 

l lcn3 


Conditions  Runs  to 
Piste  Oft/p  resort 


Weather 
(5pm)  Last 
"C  snow 


ANDORRA 

Sokfeu 

AUSTRIA 

Otoergurgl 

St  Anion 

FRANCE 

Avortaz 

Flair® 

LaPlagne 

Tpgnes 

Val  d'lsdre 

ITALY 

Cervrfe 

Livigno 


20  140  tax  varied  poor  siai  9 15/2 

(Highest  runs  stiff  ok  lower  slopes  worn) 

50  170  good  powder  good  snow  -3  20/2 

(Superb  dang  wtfh  fresh  powder,  no  queues) 

40  260  powder  powder  good  snow  2 2CV3 

(50cm  fresh  ponder  fantastic  string) 

140  160  good  powder  good  cloud  0 19/3 

(Wonderful  pmder  sfcfrig  fa  50cm  new  srxwtf 
70  230  powder  powder  good  fair  -5  191/3 

(Deep  powder  everywhere.-  fabulous  skiing) 

130  210  good  powder  far  ctoud  -3  19/3 

(Rstes  much  improved  ty  new  stkw  greet  sting) 

140  200  good  powder  good  sin  -6  20/3 

(Exceflenf  con&ons  both  or?  and  off  piste) 

100  210  good  powder  good  fair  4 20/3 

(Fantastic  ponder  skiing  everywhere) 

SO  320  good  powder  (air  fan  -3  19/3 

(Great  sfcSng  on  nearly  afl  runs:  windy  si  aSitude) 

GO  170  good  crusty  fair  wind  -2  19/3 

bul  some  wind-exposed  hard  spots) 


(Good  string 
SWITZERLAND 

Ktosters  15  210  good  powder  good  snow  2 20/3 

(Nan  snow  and  superb  sting) 

MCrmn  50  120  good  powder  good  fair  0 2Q/3 

(Ghaar  string  everywhere  thanks  to  ptenty  of  naw  snem) 

Wengen  5 60  good  powder  tar  snow  1 2W3 

(WtrxferiU  conditions  on  aH  but  lowest  rura) 

Source:  Ski  Club  of  Great  Britain.  L - tower  slopes;  U - upper 


led  by  opms  who  had  die  formic  M*r 

Sss:5SSS3sSSaM! 

endeet  1^3 wercdevelqjea for M on  those  wfte 

Mandela.  He  is  also  interesting  on  the  future  of  cnasw.  . 

Lamierr-s  Children  - Man  with  a MtWf  Camera.  Radio  * 
SJOpm.  ■ - . 1 

I have  not  been  abfe  K .hrar  a 

Lumtere,  one  of  toe  brothers  whonot  onN 

with  a number  of  leading  film  makers  and  pioneer^ugtMmg . 
Martin  Scorsese.  - . 


RADIO  1 


7.00am  Marie  .-Raddfle  9JB-  Simon 
Mayo  liOO  Jo  wtiey  2iS0po>  Nfcky 
CampbsB  400  Ketfi  Greening  8.15 
Newsbeat  7jx>  Pete  Tong:  Essential 
Selection,  teaming  the  best  naw  dance 
music  1800  Or®  in  tt®  Jungle  1200 
Rado  1 Rap  Show  with  Tim  Westwood 
300am  Chafe  Jortten 


RADIO  2 


fiuOOraa  Sarah  Kennedy  7.30  Wate  Up 
to  Wbgan  9.30  Ken  Biucie  11.38  Jimmy 
Young  1.30pm  Oebtte Thrower  X00  Ed 
Stewart  9LOS  Paul  Hetney  TJX)  Paths  of 
irapaation.  See  Choice  (3/5)  7.30  Friday 
ISght  is  Music  Nght  tram  the  Hippo- 
drama  In  Goiders  Green,.  London. 
Featuring  the  SBC  Concert  Orchestra 
under  Bory  Wordsworth  845  ftjropote 
tor  it®  Defence.  With  Leo  McKern  (©6) 
800  Listen  to  the  Send  10A0  Maws 
ffchofeon  12jD5wr  Jon  Briggs 


RADIO  5 LIVE 


5.00am  World  Sevens.  Indudes  at  5L45 
Wake  Up  to  Money  6j00  The  Braatfast 
ftuyarnme-8.00  The  Magazine  VLO0  - 
Midday  with  Mafr  2.00pm  ftscoe  on 
five  400  Nationwide  7.00  News  Extra 
7J35  Aten  Green’s  Sporfetafc&M  Friday1 
Sport  Robin  Barley  introduces  coverage 
at  Luton  Town  v Brentiord  m DNbton 
Two  and  the  Super  League  game- 
between  Warrington  and  London  10:00 
Paper  TakTljOO  News  Eatra  with  David 
McNag  12J»  Alter  Hours  240m  Up  AM 
MgHwtti Richard Da*yn  - 


TALK  RADIO 


5jQQem  Chns  AsMey  arid  Sandy  Wan-' 
7j06  Paul  Rose  9JD0  Scott  Qvshofcn 
12 M Lorraine  Kefly  200pm  Tommy 
Boyd  400  Drivetime,  wafa-Peter  Deetey: 
700  Moz  Dee’s  Sportsznr®  TOjOO  Mte. 
Aden  1.00am  Ian  Oofins 


WORLD  SERVICE 


All  bras  in  GUT  News  on  the  how.. 
5J0wm-£urope  Today.  500  Euope 
Today  7t1S  Red  Dwad  (7/121 7X1  The 
R^Mries  8.10  Words  ol  F*h 
. Music  Jtaview  BAS  SouvXgto  806 
World  Badness  Report8.1S  ftau  on 
Fatih  945  Sport  1M0  BBC  BnQdi 
ia«5  Red  Dwai  (7/125  HJP.Marifam 
-Books  tSJOBpra  BuOTess42J6  ftton 
'Today  1230  Sconce  m Action.  205 
Octtaok  230  MUHfflacK  3JB  Sport3.15  . 
SouxJDyte  33©  Muse  ffawtor  4fl&  . 
World  Today  430  BSC  EngWtMS 
Bntttiri  Today ' S30 . Word  .Braaness 
Report  Sj*5  Sport  630  Fpcus  an  Fast 
7j01  Outiooh  735  WOrtfa  ot  FfUh  730 
Multitrack  936  Worid  BOstoessfleport 
9.15  Britain  Today  930  People  and 
pttfocs  1030  The  New  Europe  1049 
Spcxt  11.10  SpoAght  11.15  insrtleti 
Gude  -1135  Book  Choice  .1138 
Mrititradr  1230am  Sever  Days  1ZM 
Brifato  Today  130  Outlook  L55  Words 
ot-Fato  230  Science  in  Action  3.15 
^xxt  230  Maritfcm  L ve  A30  Jzezticm 
and71»rT445 Swen Days  - , 


..1“ 


4ixtn  Mark  GnHtths  BjOO  ififaHaad 
930  Henry  kafly-  1230  Susannah 
Snore  230pm  Concerto  Chaawn 
(Cbncwto  tor  Viohn,  R-ano  ml  Snog 
Ctoarteri  330  Jamie  Crick  730  Classic 
Mewtngfa  730  Sorala  Rossmi  ,*a*g 
Sonata  No  6 m O major}  830  Evening 
Concert.  Tchaikovsky  (Romeo  ant  Jo- 
HeQ:  Grieg  (Plarid  Concerto  in  A minor 
Op  16):  BaMhawnpSyrnphony  No3mE. 
IWrtcwxGp  56)  10.M  Uctael  MapP» 
130woa  Satiy  Peterson  . 


VIRGIN  RADIO 


ttOOmn  Russ-  ‘n*  Jor®  1030  Grater* 

. Dene  130pm  Jeremy  Oart  430  f*dqr 
Home  730  RaM  -Catie  3=#ff>.'Rat»n 
Banks  (AM)  1030  Alan  Freeman  1230 . 
Mark  Forrest 230am  Howard  Pearce 


RADIO  3 


6.00am  On  Air,  with  Penny  Gore. 
Indudes  Mozart  (Serenade  in 
D.  K203):  Heirachen 
(Concerto  in  F):  D'lndy  (Suite 
Dans  le  Styfe  Anaar^;  Danzi 
(Wnd  Quintet  in  E flat);  Vivaldi 
(Concerto  No  6 in  G):  FaHa. 
am  Hetietz  (Su(e  Poptiaiie 
Espayiole);  Telemann  '•  • 
(Overture-Suite  in  C) 

930  Horning  Collection,  wih 
Peter  Hobday.  Indudes  . . 
Poulenc  (Suite  Frangaise). 
Beethoven  (Begischer 

' 118):  Bach  . . ; 


1030  Mustek  Encountarav^wtih 
Main  Nicolsoa  Includes- - 
Rameau 

Fauri  (Les 

' ' Soriafe 
in  D.  K576);  Dutseux  (Deux 
Sonnets  de  Jean  Cassou); 
Tchajcovsky  (Violin  Concerto 
in  D);  Poufanc  (Gloria) ' 

1230  Conmooar  of  the  Week:: 
Henry  Cowart  - 

130pm  New;  Chamber  Music-  - 
from  Manchester.  Live  from 
Studio  Seven,  introduced  by 
Rodney  Slatted.  Peter 
Lawson,  piano.  Jonathan 
romeaude 
1);  Datapiccote 
lUuademo  Musfcale  efi 
Annaftera);  Rzewski  (North 
Americat  Ballads) 

230  Wtork,  Rests  and/ 


Ecdesand 


Pfay 

Players  and  staff  of  the  BBC 
Symphony  Orchestra  reveal 
what  they  love  and  loathe 
about  orchestral  fito,  Indudas 
Mendelssohn  (Overture:  The 
Hebrides,  FingaTs  Cave) 

2.15  Music  Restored.  Women  n 
Early  Music.  With  Anthony 


Tubta,  soprano. 


lute,  and  Evelyn  ’ 
Includes 


music  1 

330  Ifinbig  ttw  Archive^  A. 

recanting  trixn  1970  of  the 
• cefist  nene-Fourtier. ' 

, Includes  Bech  jSuife  No  3 in 
- C.awlODS).  Schubert 

- (Plano  Trio  in  E ftat  D89B). 

■ DvoMk  (Ceto  Concerto  si  6 
'minor] 

530  Music  Machine,  with  Tammy 
Pearson  , .-.  • ■-•  • 

5.15  hi  Tune,  wflh  Jeremy 

Nichotae.-InCiucles  Herbert 

- (American  Pantasy): 

Beethoven  (Ten  National  Airs 

1 •’  ninth  Variations.  Op  107); 
Mozsit  (Vorrei  Spragarvt.  ch 

> - . DH)  • • • 

735  UtsterOndtestra,  under 
Drrafai  SSko\«tsky,  with  Ilya . 
Kaler,  violin,  Bve  from  the 
• -1.  Ulster  HaJ.  Belfast.. Barber 
(Adage  far  Strings);  Bernstein 
(Serenade)  330  Irish  Stories: 
Men  and  Angels,  by  Anne 
Enright  830  Concert,  part  2 
Tchatovsky  (Symphony  No  4 
• __  -in  F minor) 

930  Paperback  Writers.  Andy 
Marfin  sets  out  to  discover 

the  legacy  olthe  1960s  (5/5) 
10.15  Hear  and  Now.  Music  tram  - 

the  1960s.  Anbthony  Payne 
talsk  about  the  impact  that 
composers  such  as  Ligeti, 
LutoslawsW.  Lutyens  and 
Maxwell  Davies  (3/4) 

12.15am  Composers  of  the 
Weak:  Campra, 

Cteram/bautt  and 
Montfrdair  (r) 

1.00  Through  the  Night,  with 
. Donate  MacJeod.  Indudas 
Mendetoohn  (Elijah);  Handel 
(Water  Music  Suite  No  1 in  F); 
Bach  (Orchestral  Suite  No  3 
m D.  BWV1068);  HandeL 
(Concerto  qtosso  No  6 in  D) 


# 


RADIO  4 


535am  Shtopteo  <LW}  630 
News  6.10  Famwig  Today 
63S  Prayer  tor  the  Day  630 
Today,  IrtchJdes  Thou^it  for 
the  Ctery  840  Yesterday  in 
Partfemert 

930  New*  9.05  Desert  Mand  - 
Disc*.  Sue  Lawtey  talks  to  - 
the  interior  designer  Nina 
Campbell  (r) 

945  Feedback,  with  Chris 
Dunkley 

1030  tomre;  Messages  to  Myself 
(FM).  June  Barrie  reads 
extracts  from  the  cfery  ot  Inga 


reveals  more  Weas  lor  Brings 
5 60  th*  weetend 
H J-OS  The  Archer* 
^PttdtlriWMk.CW s 
Swfaprraents  his  selection  ot 
extracts  from  BBC  ratio  over 
. the  past  seven  r1 — 


1030  An  Act  of 
10.15  On  This  C 
1030  Woman’s  ™ 
by  Sylvia  Horn 
11 30  The  Natural  I 
Programme 

1230  Haws;  You  and  Ymbil  with 

MwkWhftlaker 

12^pmFood  Programme,  with 
DerekCooperiaKvSL- 

1-00^Jr°fidalOna.'«ith  h*cX 

T30TheArehen>(r)1-55 
230  Ctosslc  Serial;  Urn 

^George  GrtK?  ag  an 

opens  at  the  Royal 

^e^S**!**1"  London 


Jonafnon : - 

onmjeby  chsdrs  the  topical 
betetetrom  BughfieW  ' 
Common,  near  Raadmg.  With 
^countCranbome,  Lord 
• • Zealand  Leader  of  the 

Robin  CooM3=>r 
g^dawFordgn  secretary; 
gnma  Nicho&n,  MP,  Liberal 
Spotespersonon. 

> and  Andrew 

M»r.  Editor  of  The 
o u "dependent  r - . . - 

830  Feature; 

f^oRegma.  Richard  Cotes" 


A^atthe 

*oeks  events  with  SaBy 

and  the  comedy  revue 
11,25  "to  Pawok 

asSS*si-.- 

"SESlBSSJ^ 

i2£-ToMarMby 

188  (12355350^  cSSte^'  2P9  - WORlD  | e£S}£  ^f,188; 
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Hugh’s  all-consuming  interest  in  wildlife 


There  is  the  Rolf  Harris  view 

of  the  animal  kingdom  and 
then  there  is  Hugh  Feam- 
jey-whimngstaU’s.  For  while  Har- 
ris offers  us  umpteen  variations  on 
“cuddly  little  chap,  isn't  he?”  in 
Animal  Hospital.  F-Ws  interest 
can  be  boiled  drawn  to  nne  simple 
question:  “Can  you  eat  it?” 

As  regular  readers  may  recall, 
when  F-W  goes  ed-fishing  I am 
never  far  behind.  1 cant  recall  a 
television  event  that  left  quite  the 
same  impression  as  fast  year's 
lesson  in  skinning  an  eel.  “For 
this.”  he  began  brightly,  “you  need 
a stout  post,  a four-inch  nail  and  a 
pair  of  pliers."  It  made  Michael 
Palin’s  famous  difficulty  with 
snake  soup  (first  choose  your  very 
much  alive  snake)  look  like 
another  episode  of  Rick  Stein. 

Last  night.  F-W,  now  on  board 
the  good  ship  Bain  Marie,  went 
eel-fishing  again.  1 packed  my  tool 
kit.  As  it  turned  out  however.  I 
needn't  have  bothered  because  in 


this  instalment  of  A Cook  on  the 
Wild  Side  (Channel  -4)  he  was 
p°tps  elver  fishing,  for  the  tiny 
hnle  baby  eels  that  creep  along  the 
River  Severn  under  cover  of  dark- 
ness. "Wriggly  little  chaps."  Har- 
ris would  have  said  had  he  been 
there,  wrinkling  his  nose  for  full 
soppy  effect.  F-W  was  there  and  we 
knew  what  he  was  thinking. 
Suddenly,  the  Sargasso  Sea 
seemed  an  awfully  long  way  away. 

Now  at  this  point  1 was  totally 
relaxed.  Elvers  were  obviously  far 
too  small  to  need  skinning.  1 put 
the  pliers  away  and  settled  down  to 
enjoy  the  comic  banter  of  Hartley 
Everett.  West  Country  eel-catcher 
extraordinaire.  Elvers  got  more 
cunning  as  they  grew  longer,  sex*: 
“Ten  per  cent  longer,  10  per  cent 
cleverer,  jibere  was  a long.  West 
Countiy  pause}  than  a cabbage” 

And  wtih  that  it  was  nearly  rime 
for  breakfast.  The  elvers  in 
Hartley's  bucket  wriggled  prettily 
In  antidparinn  — breakfast,  yum- 


my. He  was  going  to  cook  them  an 
allegedly  traditional  way.  with 
slices  of  Old  Spot  bacon  and  a 
goose  egg.  while  F-W  was  showing 
off  with  something  involving  gar- 
lic. chilli  flakes  and  rock  salt.  But 
first  they  had  to  get  rid  of  the 
“vamp” . a sort  of  slime  that  keeps 
elvers  . . . well,  slimy.  This  was 
achieved,  very  gently,  with  a tea- 
towel.  The  elvers  wriggled  in 
grateful  delight.  “Ooh.  much  bel- 
ter, no  more  nasty  vomp.“  And 
with  that  Hanley  and  Hugh 
dumped  them  in  two  very  hot 
frying  pans . . . alive, 

Really,  where  was  Rolf  Har- 
ris when  we  needed  him? 
Would  he  yet  the  frying  pan 
to  the  vets  in  lime?  Would  he  hover 
in  the  operating  theatre,  whisper- 
ing “baby  eels  brought  in  with 
nasty,  first-degree  burns”?  Would 
he  utter  the  dread  “ii\  not  look- 
ing very  good",  or  bounce  luck 
to  his  recovery  room  best  with: 


REVIEW 


Matthew 


“Cute  little  chaps,  aren’t  they?” 

/\las.  (particularly  for  the  elvers) 
we  never  found  out.  By  the  time  we 
renimed  from  the  long  shot  to 
which  the  director  had  tactfully 
retreated,  the  fatal  damage  was 
more  or  less  done.  F-W  was 
pushing  a lev,'  would-be  escapees 
to  the  bottom  of  his  pan  with  his 
deadly  spatula  (bet  all  the  per- 
fumes of  Arabia  wont  get  the 
vomp  off  that).  “We  just  want  to  get 


the  little  bleeders  dead  as  quickly 
as  passible.”  he  muttered. 

Not  a sentiment.  I expect,  you'll 
find  aired  very  often  in  the  new 
series  of  Animal  Hospital  (BBC!) 
as  Rolf  and  the  gang  descended  on 
the  Hampden  Veterinary  Practice 
in  Aylesbury.  “They've  been  treat- 
ing animals  here  for  over  100  years 
— incredible  isn’t  tr?"  Quire  incred- 
ible. Rolf. 

For  the  new  series  the  emphasis 
seems  to  have  been  switched  away 
from  cloying  sentiment  towards 
humour.  Basically,  unless  your 
animal  has  got  something  pretry 
funny  wrong  with  it,  it's  hardly 
worth  turning  up.  Still,  the  good 
burghers  of  Bucks  had  Laboured 
long  and  hard  to  put  on  a good 
display  of  comic  ailments.  We  had 
a neurotic  parrot,  a python  that 
would  have  had  two  penises  had  it 
not  turned  out  to  be  a girl,  a dude 
with  cataracts,  and  a cat  which 
might  have  had  a stroke.  Hang  on, 
a cat  with  a stroke  — isn't  that  a bit 


serious?  “Will  she  need  a CAT 
scan?”  joshed  Roll  Normal  service 
had  been  resumed. 

The  traditional  cliff-hanger  was 
prodded  by  Louis,  a blade  car 
which  had  dearly’  had  a Feamley- 
Whimngsiail  cross  its  path  recent- 
ly. The  resultant  bad  luck  had 
caused  a massive  bacterial  infec- 
tion and  possibly  a brace  of  lethal 
feline  viruses.  “It’s  not  looking  very 
good,"  whispered  Rolf.  The  cat. 
however,  soil  has  a fighting 
chance  of  making  it  to  next  week; 
which  is  more  than  can  be  said  for 
the  elvers. 

And  more,  unless  J*n  very 
mudt  mistaken,  than  can 
be  said  of  James  Wilby, 
who  finished  the  first  instalment  of 
Original  Sin  (ITV)  wifi)  a stuffed 
snake  (kapok  rather  than  sage  and 
onion)  stuck  down  his  throat.  Nev- 
er mind,  plenty  more  stars  to  go 
round  — lan  Bannen.  Sylvia  Syms, 
Amanda  Root.  Cathryn  Harrison: 


you  have  to  get  well  down  to  the 
minor  roles  before  you  even  begin 
to  find  names  you  don't  know. 

This  fairly  outrageous  casting 
provides  the  due  that  we  are  in  for 
the  most  theatrical  and  mannered 
adaptation  of  a P.D.  James 
“Dalgliesh”  novel  that  1 can  recall. 
Real  life  has  effectively  come  to  a 
halt,  along  with  anything  re- 
sembling real  work  for  Command- 
er Dalgliesh  (Roy  MarsdenJ  who 
spends  mud)  of  die  time  looking 
moodQy  out  of  his  riverside 
window. 

With  the  help  of  some  reason- 
ably convincing  computer  graph- 
ics. a Venetian  palazzo  has  sprung 
up  on  the  bank  of  the  Thames  (so 
far  everybody  involved  either  lives 
or  works  try  the  river)  providing 
offices  for  the  ailing  Feverell  Press 
and  a setting  for  what  is  essentially 
an  urban  version  of  a country 
house  murder  mystery.  The  body 
count  currently  stands  at  two. 
Unless  you  include  the  elvers . . . 


6.00am  Business  Breakfast  (37676) 

7.00  BBC  Breakfast  News  (T)  (54605) 

9 00  Breakfast  News  Extra  (T)  (5950518) 
9-20  Style  Challenge  {4207995) 

9.45  IGIroy  (T)  (4970860) 

10.30  Cant  Cook,  Won't  Cook  (54256) 

11.00  News  (T).  regional  news  and  weather 
(6903957) 

11.05  The  Really  Useful  Show  (T)  (7515686) 

11.35  Change  That  (8190518) 

12.00  News  (T):  and  weather  (7057686) 
12.05pm  The  Alphabet  Game  (5096889) 

12.30  Going  for  a Song  (6368957) 

12-55  The  Weather  Show  (79422421} 

1.00  News  fl)  and  weather  (57792) 

1.30  Regional  News  (83109266) 

1 -40  Neighbours  (r)  (T)  (1 1496773) 

2.05  Woman  bn  the  Ledge  (1990)  with 
□nfj  Dledn?  Hall.  Leslie  Charieson  and  Colleen 
□iiiiiiZenk  Pinter.  Tear-jerker  about  the 

relationship  between  three  women  whose 
friendship  goes  back  to  childhood,  told  In 
flashback  tram  a 1 5th- floor  ledge,  where 
one  of  the  trio  is  threatening  suicide. 
Directed  by  Chris  Thomson  (7777131) 

3.30  Maydays  (5958402)  3^0  The  AU  New 
Popeye  Show  (r)  (5969518)  4.15  Fudge 
(r)  (1965711)  4.35  The  Friday  Zone 
(5902179)  5.00  Newsround  (T)  (3262082) 
5.10  Blue  Peter  (1)  (8717763) 

5.35  Neighbours  (r)  (T)  {294402) 

6.00  News  (f);  and  weather  (711) 

6.30  Newsroom  South  East  (173) 

7.00  Big  Break  Jim  Davidson  hosts  (he 
snooker  based  game  show  featuring  . 
professional  players  Tony  Knowles.  John 
Parrot  and  David  Taylor  fj)  (3763) 

7.30  Top  of  the  Pops  (T)  (247) 

a 00  Ifij-jfafefil  Tomorrow's  World: 

132*89  Megefab  97  Live  from  Bie 
Tomorrow’s  World  event  at  the  NEC  in 
Birmingham  (T)  (6773) 

&30A  Question  of  Sport  Table  tennis  ace 
Usa  Lomas,  rugby's  Jonathan  Davies. 
Aston  Villa's  Mark  Bosnfch  and  swimmer 
Graeme  Smith  join  David  Coleman,  and 
lean  captains  John  Parrott  and  Sam 
Torrance  (T)  (5808) 

9.00  News  (TV.  regional  news  and  weather 
(4150) 

Silent  Witness:  Only  the 
^Strafes  Lonely  In  the  first  ol  a two-part 
story.  Ross  is  certain  there's'  more  to  a 
woman's  death  than  meets  the  eye.  With 
Amanda  Burton,  Mick  Ford  and  Wltfiam 
Armstrong  fl)  (176792) 

1020  The  Mrs  Merton  Show  Keith  Chegwto 
and  Ian  Botham  join  the  perky  pensioner 
on  the  sofa  tonight  (T)  (385315) 

10  JO  Poltergeist  (1982)  with  JoBeth  Williams, 

| Craig  T.  Nelson  and  Heather  O'Rourke. 
[The  home  of  an  afl-American  lamily  is 
invaded  by  spool®  who  gain  access 
through  the  television  set  Produced  by 
Steven  Spielberg  and  directed  by  Tobe 
Hooper  (T)(12547060) 

12v40am  That's  Your  Funeral  (1972)  Macabre 

S comedy,  with  BrW  Fraser,  Raymond 
Huntley  and  David  Battiey.  Directed  by 
John  Robins  (7063700) 

2.00  Weather  (8031 193) 


YMeoPUis*  and  the  Video  PtusCodes 
The  numbers  next  to  each  TV  programme 
fisting  are  Video  WuaCode™  numbers,  which 
allow  vou  to  programme  your  video  recorder 

instantly  wito  a vkteo«u8+*  handset  Tap  to 

the  Video  PfusCode  tor  the i programme  you 
wish  to  record.  Vdeoplus+  (*)■  Pluaoode  1 ) 
and  Video  Programmer  are  trademarks  erf 
Gemster  Development  lid.  ' 


6.00am  Open  University:  Reflections  on  a 
Global  Screen  (7986518)  6.25  Reading 
the  Landscape  (3617470)  7.15  News 

7.30  Wacky  Races  (■)  (8653315)  7.55 
The  Realty  Wild  Show  (rj  (T)  (3033889) 
8.20  Just  So  Stories  tr)  (7422266)  BJ3S 
The  Record  (5619773)  9.00  The  Fiench 
Experience  (5967808)  9.15  The  Biology 
Collection  (165860)  9.45  Watch 
(7734131)  10.00  Playdays  (18315)  10.30 
Notch  Patch  House  (2048773)  10.50 
Cosmo  and  Dibs  in  Punjabi  and  English 
(5912334)  11.00  Look  and  Read 
(9948112)  11.20  Short  Circuit  (9831860) 
11.40  English  Time  (9719334)  12.00 
English  File  (36860)  12.30pm  Working 

' Lunch  (63402)  1.00  Scene  (55334)  130 
Le  Club  (83181860)  1.45  Words  and 
Pictures  (83186315)  2.00  Just  So  Stones 
(36718044)  2,10  Sport  on  Friday.  Helen 
Rollason  introduces  coverage  of  the 
ladles'  short  programme  from  the  World 
Figure  Skalrnq  Championships  (576957) 
335  News  (T)  4.00  Today's  the  Day  (976) 

4.30  Ready,  Steady.  Cook  (860)  5.00 
Esther  (T)  (8131) 

530  Going,  Going,  Gone  (1 12) 


Mkrge  and  Homer  Simpson  (6.00pm) 

6.00  The  Simpsons  Usa  is  shown  how  to  use 
the  saxophone  to  express  her  sadness 
(T)  (224179) 

&25  Star  Trek  (r)  (221353) 

7.10  Pole  to  Pole  Michael  Palin  arrives  in 
Ethiopia  (0(0(2281 19) 

8.00  Bi rating  with  BUI  Oddle  on  the  island  ol 
Islay,  where  there  are  thousands  ol  wild 
geese;  plus:  how  to  attract  birds  to  the 
garden  (4315) 

&30  (iffigggjg  Gardeners’  World  in  the  first 
BSgH  of  four  reports  from  South 
Africa,  Roy  Lancaster  surveys  Cape 
. Province's  wild  llowers  (T)  (6150) 

9.00  Attack  off  the  50ft  Woman  (1994)  with 
rwuw  Daryl  Hannah.  A tongue-in-cheek 
Billy  remake  at  the  1950s  cult  sci-fi  film.  A 

tong-suffering  housewife,  out  searching 
for  her  philandering  husband,  is  con- 
fronted by  a UFO.  She  begins  fo  grow  af 
an  alarming  rate,  taking  revenge  on  all 
and  sundry  Directed  by  Christopher 
Goss!  (T)  (3421) 

1028  Shapes  of  the  Invisible  (342860) 

10-30  Newsnight  (T)  (586650) 

11.25  World  Figure  Skating  Championships 

The  climax  of  the  ice  dance  competition 
(88T792) 

12.05am  This  Ufa  ft)  (T)  (8836464) 

1250  Stuff  the  White  Rabbit  Last  in  series 
(5461260) 

1.20  Forbidden:  Christopher  Frayflng  on  El 
Topo  (3980700) 

1 -30-3.35  El  Topo  (19711  Cult  classic  that 
blends  1960s  mysticism  with  spaghetti 
western  violence  and  culminates  in  a 
graphic,  bloody  massacre  Directed  by 
Alexandra  Jodorowsky.  In  Spanish  with 
English  subtitles  (83919) 


CHOICE 


□ 


Tomorrow's  World:  Megalab  *97 
BBC),  S.OOpm 

The  grand  finale  to  the  BBC's  Science  Week 
is  a live,  viewer-par  i ici  pa  dun  programme 
from  the  National  Exhibition  Centre  in 
Birmingham.  Sceptics  may  Uonhi  the 
scientific  validity  of  the  Mega  lab  concept  of 
using  ihe  television  audience  io  create  a huge 
laboratory.  buL  it  never  Tails  to  produce 
wutchable  fare. ‘One  of  ihe  experiments 
being  carried  our  tonight  goes  to  the  heart  of 
British  legal  procedure  by  looking  at  how 
psychology  affects  the  jury  system.  Another 
exercise,  touching  on  genetics,  evolution  and 
the  brain,  tries  io  establish  whether  left- 
handed  people  are  more,  or  less,  talented 
than  right-handers.  The  natural  world  is  not 
neglected,  however,  and  there  are  items 
about  tite  red  squirrel's  bailie  lor  survival 
and  a contest  to  see  which  of  fhe  world's  lop 
robotic  mice  get  the  cheese. 

Gardeners'  World 

BBC2.  SJOpm 

You  never  know  with  Bob  Rowerdcw.  a 
gardening  guru  as  unconventional  as  his 
amazing  pigtail.  Regular  viewers  of  this 
programme  can  hardly  forscl  his 
idiosyncratic  uses  Tor  old  carpet,  discarded 
car  tyres  and  derelict  freezers.  Nothing  quite 
as  eccentric  is  on  view  tonight  but  the  man 
who  has  turned  the  recycling  of  the 
unwanted  into  an  art  form  has  some  bandy 
tips  of  what  to  do  with  the  ash  from  a stove. 
After  that  the  show  setties  into  a more 
orthodox  pattern  as  the  cheery  Alan 
Titehmarsh  continues  to  brighten  up  his 
bade  yard  and  Roy  Lancaster  begins  the  first 
of  four  reports  on  the  wild  flowers  of  South 
Africa.  And  what  could  be  more  solidly 
traditional  than  a visit  to  a National  Trust 
property?  Peckover  House  in  Wisbech, 
Cambridgeshire,  was  laid  out  in  Victorian 
times  ana  retains  its  period  character.  . 

Doomsday  Virus 

/TV,  9.00pm  (not  Northern  Ireland) 

The  disaster  movie  lives  an  in  this  tale  of  a 
deadly  virus  which  escapes  from  a labor- 
atory in  Germany  and  *ets  on  board  an 
.American  747  taking  holidaymakers  back  to 
New’  York  for  Christinas.  It  is  soon  clear  that 
they  will  he  lucky  to  get  there.  Hardly  has  the 
plane  taken  off  from  Frankfurt  than  ihe 
carrier  nf  the  strain  has  croaked  his  last.  All 
250  passengers  could  be  dead  in  48  hours.  To 
make  matters  worse,  country  after  country 
refuses  the  aircraft  lauding  rights.  To  make 
things  even  worse,  the  CIA  comes  up  with  a 
novel,  if  extreme,  solution.  Such  is  the  plot, 
and  plot  is  mostly  what  this  .American  mini- 
series  offers.  The  cast  includes  Jane  Leeves. 
the  English  star  of  Frasier,  and  other  fares 
familiar  from  US  imports,  bur  they  eel  so 
little  chance  to  shine  that  the  roles  might  just 
as  well  have  been  taken  by  robots. 

Silent  Witness:  Only  fhe  Lonely 

BBC  I.  QJOpm 

Silent  Witness  is  either  becuming  less 
gruesome  nr  we  are  gening  used  to  seeing 
naked  corpses  spread"  out  on  the  slab.  This 
time  the  stiff  is  a 23-year-old  married  woman 
who  has  been  strangled  with  her  rights. 
Gillian  Richmond's  script  sets  up  a classic 
whodunit.  The  victim  had  been  having  an 
affair,  which  makes  her  husband  a suspect. 
But  she  may  have  decided  to  end  the 
relationship,  in  which  case  the  murder  could 
have  been  her  lover's  revenge.  But  if  this 
sounds  to  i simple  a case  in  spread  over  two 
episodes.  Richmond  has  other  possibilities 
with  which  to  tease  us.  At  any  rare,  fhe 
investigation  i»  a lot  more  intriguing  lhan 
the  desultory  romance  between  Amanda 
Burton's  huituned-up  pathologist  and  that 
dreary  policeman  or  the  tiresome  subplot 
about’  her  strange  sjstcr.  Refer  Waymark 


6.00am  GMTV  (6354334) 

9-25  Chain  Letters  (I)  (4282686] 

9.55  Regional  News  fl)  (5074773) 

10.00  The  Time,  the  Place  (52 911) 

10.30  This  Morning  (14741222) 

12.20pm  Regional  News  (T)  (7061889) 

12.30  News  (T)  and  weather  (6386353) 

1Z55  Wish  You  Were  Here?  (r>  fT)  (6361044) 

125  Home  and  Away  fl)  (47296860) 
1.50  Murder.  She  Wrote  (8092889)  230 
Get  a Ue>  15717792) 

320  News  (T)  (75051 19) 

3.25  Regional  News  (T)  (2450060) 

330  Rosie  and  Jim  (6765709)  3.40  Slim  Pig 
(9410402)  3.50  Cartoon  Time  (9416686) 
4.00  Zzzapi  (2222131)  4.15  Jumanji  (T) 
(1941131)  4.40  Gladiators.  Train  2 Win 
(71(4894266) 

5.10  A Country  Practice  (5131247) 

5 AO  News  (T)  and  weather  (477803) 

6-00  Home  and  Away  (r)  (T)  (211605) 

6.25  H7V  Weather  (197686) 

6.30  HTV  News  fl)  (131) 

7.00  Lucky  Numbers  Game  show  presented 
by  Shane  Richie  (7)  (5421) 

7.30  Coronation  StreetTricia  defends  herself 
against  Jack's  accusations  and  gives  him 

' an  ultimatum,  while  Alan  rases  a few 
eyebrows  fl)  (315) 


Russell  Boulter  investigates  (8.00pm) 

8.00  The  Bflh  Copier  DS  Boulton  (Russell 
Boulter)  invest iagie  when  a woman  is 
attacked  soon  after  moving  into  her  new 
flat  and  believes  that  there  could  be  a fink 
to  an  earlier  unsofusd  case  fl)  (1841) 

B.30  Eye  Spy  Selina  Scott  presents  mote  real- 
life  dramas  captured  on  surveillance 
cameras  (T)  (8696) 

9.00  iptSmAfej  Doomsday  Virus  Gripping, 
tSSsSSi  two-part  disaster  drama  about 
the  passengers  on  a plane  learning  that 
they  may  be  earners  of  a deadly  virus  fT) 
Continues  after  the  news  and  concludes 
tomorrow  (6860) 

10.00  News  (T)  and  weather  (31315) 

10.30  HTV  News  fl)  (275150) 

10.40  Doomsday  Virus  Continues  (T) 
(556792) 

11.25  Rugby  World  Cup  Sevens  Jim 

Rosenthal  presents  highlights  of  the  first 
day’s  play  in  Hong  Kong,  as  England 
begin  ihetr  defence  ol  the  title.  With 
analysis  from  Jonah  Lomu  and  Gavin 
Hastings  (538173) 

12.25am  Box  Office  America  (r)  (5718025) 

1.00  Funky  Bunker  (57025) 

2.00  Club  Nation  (6169483) 

3.00  Shift  (2254639) 

3.55  Coffins  and  Maconfe’s  Movie  Chib  (r) 
(13880990) 

4.35  3-D  ft)  IT)  (36964754) 

530  Coronation  Street  (r)  (7)  (38367) 

5.30  News 


As  HTV  West  except 

12J>5pm-1.25  A Country  Practice  (6361044) 
1.50  Savannah  (8001537) 

2A5  Breakaways  (9S461 79) 

2.5G&20  our  House  (5717792) 

5.10-6A0  Shorthand  Street  (5131247) 
625-7.00  Central  News  (579402) 

1225am  (TV  Sport  Classics  (7583551) 

12.40  Funky  Bunker  (5714209) 

1.40  Baywatch  (5090358) 

2.30  Cyber  Cate  (63 1 74 ) 

3.00  Collins  and  Maconle’s  Movie  Chib 
(14795) 

330  Dating  the  Enemy  (8591483) 

425  Central  Jobfinder  '97  (4345700) 

520  Asian  Bye  (1251648) 


WESTCOUfTfRY 


As  HTV  West  except 
1220pm-12-30  Illuminations  (7046570) 
12.55-125  Emmerdale  (6361044) 

1 50  High  Road  (1 1401605) 

5.10-5.40  Home  and  Away  (5131247) 
6.00-7.00  Westeountry  Live  (75247) 
1225am  Alfred  Hitchcock  Presents:  Final 
Escape  A woman  is  sentenced  to  life 
imprisonment  for  a crime  she  claims  she 
did  not  commit  (5718025) 


:■  X'**  S;'lilEBIDIAW^ir^ >~T) 


As  HTV  West  except 

12.55pm-1.25  A Country  Practice  (6361044) 
1.55  Savannah  (8000808) 

230-320  Serve  You  Right  (571 7792) 

5.1 0- 5 AO  Home  and  Away  (5131247) 
6.00-720  Meridian  Tonight  (75247) 

1225am  Alfred  Hitchcock  Presents 
(571B025) 

425  Sound  Bites  (38355377) 

5.00  Freescreen  (38367) 

As  HTV  West  except: 

12.19pm  Anglia  Air  Watch  (7065605) 
1235-135  A Country  Practice  (6381044) 
1.55  Savannah  (8000808) 

230-320  Dogs  wHh  Dunbar  (5717792) 

5.10- 5.40  Shortiand  Street  (5131247) 

623  AngBa  Weather  (198315) 

625-7.00  Anglia  News  (579402) 

1029  AngBa  Air  Watch  (346686) 

1225am  Alfred  Hitchcock  Presents 
(5718025) 

4.25  Sound  Bites  (38355377) 


?'•-&  vfe?P>. 


Starts:  6.00  Sesame  Street  (90228)  7.00  The 
Big  Breakfast  (473 15)  9.00  Bewitched 
(41792)  920  YsgoBon  (970792)  12.00pm 
Collectors’  Lot  (38228)  1220  Ellen  (58570) 
1.00  Slot  Mefthrtn  (40402)  120  The  War  of 
the  Roses  (57841)  2.00  Racing  from 
Doncaster  (3773)  4.00  FHteeivtoOne  (604) 
420  Shop  T10  You  Drop  (228)  520  5 Pump 
(3529)  5.30  Countdown  (8 03)  6.00 
Newyddlon  6 (835334)  6.05  Heno  (222711) 
625  Jacpot  (104976)  720  Pobol  y Cwm 
(332082)  725  Y Sloe  Geti  (607179)  820 
Pendacwydd:  Tachwedd  - Rhagfyr  (2711) 
820  Newyddlon  (8518)  9.00  Turning  World 
14402)  10.00  BrooksWe  (39957)  1020  Here’s 
Johnny  (8117731  1125  The  Girlie  Show 
(635518)  1125  TR  Friday  (972518)  12.35am 
Robin  (9553803)  12A0  Flam  (4630603)  1.15 
Hbm  The  Manchurian  Candidate  (28105716) 
320  Burnt  Out  (9480464)  4.15  Fttm:  The 
Sniper  (399358)  5.45  Diwedd  (3346551) 


6u00  am  Sesame  Street  (90228)  7.00 The  Big 
Breakfast  (47315)  9.00  Bewitched  (r)  (T) 
(41792) 

920  Schools  Eureka!  Ancient  Greece  (T)  9.45 
Stop  Look  Listen  (r)  (T)  1020  Foutways 
Farm  (r)  10.10  Summer  Term  Preview 
1025  Technology  10 AO  Off  Limits  (T> 
It  J 05  The  S cote  1 120  Stage-  One  11.35 
Schools  at  Work  11  AO  Living  Proof  (T) 
(970792) 

12.00  The  Lost  Gardens  of  Heflgan  (r)  (Tl 
(38228)  1220pm  Baby  It's  You  (r)  (T) 
(616)  (58570)  1.00  Elen  (t)  (7)  (40402) 
120  Australia  Wrid  (57841) 

2.00  Racing  from  Doncaster  The  2.05, 2.35, 
3.10  and  3.40  races  (3773) 

4.00  Fifteen-to-One  (T)  (604)  420 
Countdown  (7)  (228)  5.00  Ricki  Lake  (T) 
(3529)  520  Pet  Rescue  fT)  (808) 

6uOOTB  Friday  The  guests  include  the 
photographer  David  Bailey  (73889) 

7.00  Channel  4 News  (T)  (781570) 

725  Black  Holes  of  Science  What  would  h 
mean  if  we  understood  consciousness7 
(355042) 

8.00  The  Lost  Gardens  of  Heflgan  The 

restoration  of  the  Sundial  Gardens,  once 
the  finest  herbaceous  border  in  England 
(2/6)  (T)  (2711) 


Vince  Earl  as  Ron  Dixon  (820pm) 

820  Brookstele  A remark  by  Ron  (Vince  Earl) 
has  terrible  consequences  for  Jackie 
(Sue  Jenkins)  (T)  (8518) 

9.00  Caroline  In  the  City  (T)  (7860) 

920  Spin  City  Michael  gets  into  a fierce 
competition  over  who  can  cook  the  most 
meals  for  Ihe  homeless?  fT)  (78334) 
10.00  Roseanne  Roseanne  trasses  Ihe 
Thanksgiving  fun.  Shelley  Winters  makes 
a guest  appearance  (T)  (39957) 

1020  Hare’s  Johnny  Johnny  Vaughan  meets 
Metinda  Messenger  and  Frank  Warren 
(811773) 

11.05  The  Girlie  Show  The  guesls  include 
Stan  CoJiymore  (6355 18) 

TL351FI  Friday  (r)  (972518) 

1225am  Robin  (9553803) 

12A0Flava  ScxA,  R'tTB,  hip  hop.  reggae  and 
jungle  (6/8)  (4630803) 

1.15The Manchurian  Candidate  (1962)  with 
Frank  Sinatra.  Laurence  Harvey,  Janet 
Leigh  and  Angela  Lansbuty.  Classic 
JhriUer  cum  political  3a lira,  adapted  from 
Richard  Condon's  novel  about  a war 
hero  reluming  from  Korea,  who  has  been 
brainwashed  along  with  the  rest  of  his 
platoon  by  the  Chinese  who  plan  to  use 
them  in  a plot  to  overthrew  the  American 
Government  Directed  by  John 
Frankanhelmer  (T)  (28106716; 

320 Burnt  Out  A couple  become  stranded  in 
a desert  (r)  @480464] 

4.15  The  Sniper  (1952)  with  Arthur  Franz  and 
ajUfl  Adolphs  Menjou.  A film  noir  directed  try 
filial!  Edward  Dmytryk  (381754) 

520  Early  Morning:  Terrytoons  (3620648) 
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• For  more  twtnprriieijflw 
listings  of  satellite  and  cable 
channels,  see  the  Directory, 
published  on  Saturday 

SKY  1 

830m  Morning  Glory  (386624)  930  R^is 
M Kaftee  Lee  (778881  1CJOO  Another 
World  (82402)  11JM  Days  ot  Our  Lives 
(482861  12.00  The  Oprah  Winfrey  Shew 
(99841)  i.OOpm  GerakJc,  115889)  ZnOSetty 
Jessy  Raphael  (80782)  3.00  Jenny  J°«» 
(313531  430  The  Oprah  Wnfrey  Show 
1 1 0S6O)  530  Sur  Tide  The  Ned  Generation 
(7808)  6.00  Real  TV  (2063)  A30  Wanted  — 
wHh  CWdren  (3315)  7JOO  The  SlmpsorK 
720  M-A-s*H  (asm  aoo  jag 
M74023  g J»  Walker.  Texas  Rang*  (67268) 
1000  High  (nodent  (BB3S3f  tl.00  Sain i 
ScoOTor^yu  j?8689)  11.30  SW Trek.  The 
Next  GaieratJOn  (41634)  taaowteLAPD 
(6?735)  1J»  Hit  LoriB  ^(18350251 

SKY  2 

7.00pm  Beverly  HOa  90210 /fl6S7BS7)  8J» 
Ptece  (667005)  9M 
iiawaun  tQJOO  Tates  hom  In®  Cryp* 

Sara  Vi20  Lae  Show  (Kami)  12.00 

rtt  Mix  Long  Pm  (SOBW1? 

SKY  NEWS  - 

Woridiwde  news  coverafla  wih  hvfew»so^ 
ihe  hour.  24  hours  a day.  seven  dajo  aw» 

SKY  MOVIES 

HrL*uilra  n no  Uateortw  ol  He  (1005) 

(685841)  525  The  fristeg«» 


THE  MOVIE  CHANNEL^ 

SJJOetn  1 

(047266)  7.10  ItadMWte^e  FBI  (1«4> 


2.00pm  Ded  (1088)  (59247)  *JJ0Whe« 

the  Red  Fern  QioteK  Pert  2 (1891)  (33831 

6.00  EvenmBe,  Nm  Jersey  (1089) 
<653001  rjOUKTop  10  (5537/  &00  tOead 
Nuts  (1094)  (41228)  VIBD  Jtoedhd 
Ttdnge  (1993)  (TJ334)  ^2J»Oai0d  me 
Contused  (1983) 

frnWl — t (1983)  (588700)  3.15  Out  ot 
Annie's  Pest  (1984)  (648603)  4J30  Made- 
motoi «e  FW  (1944)  (&30©6J) 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD  

6.00pm  MD«Mtaek| S»7)I34M773| 
ROOThe  TraB  o<lhe  Ptnfc  Panther  (1982) 
(3484518)  1DA0  Road  House  (18881 
(5802841)  1SL00  To  live  and  Die  In  LA 
0985)  (2502377)  1.55am  Woman  ot  the 
Year  (1942)  11*37782)  350  That's  Enter- 
■ — 1(1974)  (2068756!) 


EUROSPORT 


TNT 


BJlOpm  WCW  Nlfcro  (927S5S70)  9.00HOW 
ttoWest  Was  Won  (1962^ 

, i_35  Barite  Beneath  the  Earth  (1967) 
(154560531  1.15am  Man  Without  a Fee* 
(1835)  (33003629)  2.15^6.00  How  the 
West  Was  Wen  (1862)  |47290is3) 

SKY  SPORTS  1 

7-OOam  Sports  Centre  (23773)  730Vhfes- 
Him  (18131)  a3»  Racing  WeOT  g6S37t 
9M  W Centra  (47809) 

Z7442 1)1  HOD  Netbuswrs  (1B353I  10£® 
CTbrtt  IMM5)  l2J0pm  US  G«t  182228) 
££Xld  Sport  SP«-»  PWf 
Gott  (72518)  4JSB  5^^*0(6738112 
s no  trtsrde  the  Senior  PGA  Toi*  1^47) 
530  Nurtsufitere  (i  t3U  9M  Spate  Cense 
(60228)  730  uve  SuwrUwgire  rt  Wi3ll 
a an  The  Rughy  Club  165773)  1^00 
Centra  p!247)  11A0  Hc4d  theBat* 
(XH2n  12.00  WtesWr®  168&48)  I.Ottem 
Super  League  (ZSTOCi)  3-004,00  Sports 


Canoe  (16651) 

SKY  SPORTS  2 

onopm  fee  Hodury  NHL 

(4353689)  aoobve  US  PGA  eon  B*/ HJ 

(4356076)  lljOO-IAOam  Eixopea"  PGA 
GoU  (3WS711) 

SKY  SPORTS  3 


1230  Uve  wemaKmal  Crii*^(wL ' 

ia00-12.00  Wiesitmg  Ran 


730am  Pig ixe  St’Jl.ng  1 105>W|  8.30  frugt;>»- 
WkbU  Cup  Se.-cns  — Lrvt-  jJTftJSlJlj 
11.15  Football  0131251*1 1.00  l».v  l iy>ot 
SMirg  I5481t*0]  930  l*gr>W  Man  '..on 
le&l  (791791  1030  S-vir,  i72Fh*j) 

1130-1230  Funr«m<. 


UK  GOLD 


7.00am  TcterUad-  KMI.  :)|  735  I+->.ir, 
bows  r93t«363|  8.00 

{ 1078228)  B3S  EailEnckis  (8332860|  9.00 
ine  BfU  (26841 12i  9.30  Bead  0«7747| 
10.00  (4tvei  it»?  Twain  (42jU806i  1030  Tnn 
SiAvane.  (28l3e24|  11-00  Huuno id  f4.r. 
(8USC6Ci  12.00  Cixaerti  i7&M976i 
1230pm  Tfcrg(tc*.'ii  1253105J)  I.OOEoil- 
£mjc rt  (58221*  9}  135  Tw  Rann 
<31365371  230  Fcr  tho  U-.t  ol 
(8212862)  100 Cawm-BW  i4I32;Wi  330 
Thn  EuB  iB291599i  4.00  All  0>«ohji«  Great 
and  Small  tSU-iet^-i  5.00  i^rfieiimon 
Gome  i5fi3298a9i  6.05  F outrider-. 

(9181CH2)  6.40  Are  »on  Be*v4  ie'vrd' 
>4261501  730  Rusk  AK».v  <nc*a08t  733 
Bulse^e-  (6616131 1 830  in  wj  n 

Health  (5536044 » 9.00  Trx-  Bi>  i533.1773» 
930  Tt>c  O-el  00425421 1 1035  The 
ol  T op  t»l  Ihe  Pc Pi  I ii>H»lir  1135  FILM: 
Phantasm  191621 31  ■ 1235am  FILM:  The 
Undead  i»7IL'H44i  2.10  SKSlfcg  ai 
tJiqtii  i50*CC'919i 


GRANADA  PLUS 


6.00am  Krypton  Fa-.l.-t  12671334)  6.30 
FkMo  on  ihe  Turn  i'"*97 n,  /3l  645  Ttie 
MajK  Bat  I I5r.7f.«0ei  7.00  AllGcrt' 

(4li:«84l|  7.15  TicHr  M i :r*  Tun. 

t55626u5)  730  CjT*Ca.V  I6f-2J:<H)  830 
Gdkic  Corarwrfcort  St'tyt  rJ7?4-r2Ji  830 
Famine  147231901  9.00  t»v  hukunnak 
[CbBOOtfTi  1 030  Trt  Grwntewecos 
17839131)  1030  Cl">  X"  Wi.n.-  i471CC2tii 
1130  Wilfwi  Trk.-;«  Wells  |68<3083>  12.00 
Chsac  Corentla-Vi  9Jc:vT  (17i4B£l£,l 
1230pm  F«m*K  « ''VtL-'26i  1 00  Alb*.-! 
M.lriwM  tf-S14S7C.il  1.30  Good  Ite  CftirCfc 
(76055JW)  2.00  A Tver  -J  <78206601 
330  Up-lldits.  DcuvnETjif.  |ir,4vj>l>  4.00 
lhn  Ooclor  fens  In  Itv.  |tou->-  lt-8(?v,79?) 
430  The  GumUew£.?d-  (tiwuarbj  5.00 
Thr*  Piole-s&ionHf.  iW2if.i8i  8.00  F irmlies 
(68498411  8J0  Concraion  S«X-I 

1686242 1 1 7.00  1r-:  Sci*v  In  me 

Hsus*  16940247)  730  Tr*  CncfcJi  Wale 
(C869605i  a.oo  ' Jpum  -•  tjonn:  w#r. 

17347044 1 330  CLi-.ii;  '-<**'  Ow  i 

116210531  930  Tr-:-  Coi n«ia».  . . <■  19792, 
fC.O0-M.0O  The  Prorr^ei.vK  \ 


...  er  . 5— ! • • v VC  - : 


David  James  Elliott  in  the  adventure  series  JAG  (Sky  1, 8.00pm) 


THE  DISNEY  CHANNEL 

6 00am  f->  -'.v:  ;.ss24565)  635 

An.-'i  1 4 179660i  630 

7.15  llic-  Utlfc  Mem  mid 
U57l.J2ii  7.40  Aiad-*n  CS=7?iSii  8.05 
OucJ  f.»V  . <9.  2 -47i  8.30  1«non  atxl 
Pumto.,  8 40  Trv.  Care  &:-ars 

(i35ii'“'  9.10  CvL-xma^i  Marsh 

CllS'U.t  9.40  &n  •’.n«R f:  r«*4«?47) 935 
Ljrnr.  C >•  .1' fi-ii  t9i«i3i5)  103S 
LVc op»r  I-.  .r— r - {VCr-ISl  10.50  Oumto's 
f’nCUrf  I 1 r VS  ^ ' . ti30  Mouse  TiacKi 
nyr.v,:,  i j.50  iVi*tc,njc  ic*  F’joh  Com« 
tiMWTv-,  i230nm  ■«■»•*’  and  PotTihad 
'8r.ci-i  I2.i5  ti-^  lmt=-  Meimaid 
162644141  i on  *v  utrei  Presents 

■ ICftMAii  1.50  .0>k1ir.  itCtr  19571  2.10 
L'siv*n.  i Kft.ii  235  Bonkers 

ic,i65l5&y  3 00  ijiwcfc  AIlwcA  D788119) 
335  '«!,•  Uir.t.yj  (46878681 

uocJ  Tr..  a ■'j> •1*731  430  Tmon  and 
ppmt.V  i»VlSl  4.10  G rx*  Troop 
I9034MV-  4.35  f«v*vrs  iW/Uj(i89l  530 
niirtui i .'Vi.  .- 1 . 5.25 T.rr wn dhfl P. mbjj 
5 35  C,.i*f»*<d  C'1*  '193792) 
6.00  <i-.  !<.:>  Ki.  6.30  Ttmon  and 
PnmUo--  >•  • 6.40  FILM:  Ernest  Goat 

Io  Sehodt  •■•r*-v57>  8.10  Timor  jr>d 
Purr*:.-. , 8 2&-10.00  FUM: Three 

Men  and  a Beby  < l?J 


FOX  KIDS  NETWORK 

630am  Three  unto  Gho&ts  15035247)  630 
Inspector  Gadget  (7236995)  730  Eamurai 
Pizsa  Cilis  16204711)  7.30  Power  Rangers 
16290518)  830  Masted  Rkfer  (7261860) 
8730  CKiCadoo  (7260131)  9.00  Rrmba’s 
bland  (54S20BCI  93S  Why  Why  Fanwv 
(29S&082)  930  Zoobitee  Zoo  (3628570) 
935  Why  Why  FomK  (573S060I  ItLOO 
RlmtMT.  islarid  (4532727)  1035  Why  Why 
PamlV  (5884889)  1030  Zoctok*  loo 
(93501570)  1035  Why  Why  Famfly 
i9St>£oa34)  11.00  Pmce»  Siarta 

C 7296861  1130  Ptnocehio  12720315) 
12.00  Erily  me  Cm  (7271247)  1230pm  VR 
Tiooyor;  (29724421)  1230  Power  Rangers 
(29711957)  1.10  Rdor  (25317537) 

130  Ace  Ventjra  (6063876)  2.00  Caspar 
(4323889)  230  Ule  with  Loute  (4053060) 
100  Eo*  So  avengarca  ;4335CJ4|  330  Ace 
ventjra  (5508155)  430  Casper  (8889592) 
4.30  Power  Ran^re  (-4®3484J  SJOQ 
Row  (4307B41)  530  StteJciman 
(6950896!  630  Gocsahurripa  (9fti81)9) 
6.30-7.00  Sweet  Vafley  High  (8906011) 

TCC 

6.00am  Ann-  ot  &eon  Gabtes.fload  io 
A.-ortea  (29792)  730  Deme.  ihe  Menace 


(84618)  730  Denrrts  the  Menace  (69763) 
100  Barman  (992663  130  Art  Attack 
(98537)  930  Rash  Gordon  (898891  930 
Bobby's  World  134582)  1030  Rorriuafcl  the 
Reindeer  (47112)  1030  Rodnson  Socroe 
(7B773)  1130  Danger  Mouse  (B757P) 
1130  Grsvedate  H^i  (96599)  1230 
Oscar's  Orchestra  (923631  1230pm  Harf- 
wby  Across  tfieCotoy  (J88S91 130  By  the 
Way  tf  the  Stars  (93089)  130  Efa<*  Beauty 
(84060)  230  GW  bom  Tomorrow  (871)) 
230  Ocean  Odyssey  (3131)  330 Art  Attack 
(4518)  330  Rash  Gordon  (5876)  430 
Batman  (7711)  430-530  Brg  Deh  (3995) 

CARTOON  NETWORK 

Mm- slop  cartoons  bom  530am  to 
930pm.  trrckjdes  Tom  and  Jerry.  Popeye 
aid  The  Fiwsuioe. 

NICKELODEON 

630am  Ktta  Ttxmmes  (20895)  630 
Ccunt  Dortsula  (92316)  730  Roche 
19423624)  7.1S  Hey  AmoWI  (6538976)  730 
Rugtals  (33150)  930  Doug  (55TO8)  830 
Arthur  (54179)  830  Chfldran's  BBC  136131) 
1030Wimoe,sHouw  (16995)  1030  BsMr 
( 34315)  1130  Magic  School  Bus  (72634} 
1130  Henry's  Cat/WJ  Cwoc  Caraq/Uzne  s 
LixaryTTopsey  and  Drr»U«4o  [73353) 
1230  Bananas  to  Pyjamas  (589951 
1230pm  Lute  Bear  Slones  183179)  1.00 
CNtiren's  BBC  120686)  230  Dr  SeiAs 
17727)  230  Kissyfur  (5857)  330  Wtsntcne 
(9044)  330  Sudan'  Around  (6042)  4.00 
Bruno  19537)  430  Rugr3!B  (3421)  530 
Srste  Staer  (18891  530  MOesfts  <97731 
630  Piece  Gang  (66861  6.30-730  Doug 

TROUBLE 

1230  Heartbreak  H&t  IS64S26SI  130 pm 
Madsen  (HI 30150)  130  Swefcl  Valey  Hqh 
pecauo  200  Hangtm  (4H)87ii)  230 
Cdiorna  Dreams  (82071501  330  Byfcer 
Grove  (4194518)  330  No  Naked  Flarres 
(8219965)  430  Swett  Valley  H^h 
(8298402)  430  Hangtime  (B2B46B6I  530 
Saved  by  me  Bell  (419906®  530  Cettomte 
Dreams  (821826 6}  830  Byte*  Grave 
(8215179)  630  Madsen  (8299131)  7-00- 
830  Heartoreah  Hlgn  p481 792) 

BRAVO 

8.00pm  Robocop  (3467112)  930  Buntog 
Zone.  (3487976)  1030  Tax  ol  Duly 
(3480063)  1130  RU»:  Cruel  Passion 
(£095800)  130am  Rxryng  Zone  15432700) 
230  Tow  ot  Duty  (9M9209)  330  FILM: 
Cmal  Passim  (2563613)  530  Robocop 


PARAMOUNT  COMEDY 

730pm  E UK  (4353)  730  Roseanne  (9150) 
830  Roseanne  (75831  830  Mcnty  Python 
(9808)  930  Chees  (52960)  930  Taxi 
(833151  1030  Garry  Shandlng  (59624) 
1030  Fraser  (35044)  1130  Ctfltoa  and 
Macorite's  Mode  Club  (64605)  1130  Manly 
Pyfftn  (12176)  1200  Nurses  141700) 
1230am  Soap  (67321)  130  Chaers 
(64377)  130  Tad  (73434)  230  E LK 
(255511  230  Conns  and  Maconte's  Movie 
Club  (11358)  230  Fraser  (71613)  3 30- 
430  Garry  Shanding  (35938) 

THE  SCI-FI  CHANNEL 

1.00am  The  Twdghi  Zone  [1880209)  130 
Talcs  a)  the  Unexpected  (3903919)  230 
100  Tears  d)  Horror  (9263303)  230  Rod 
Bering's  Mghl  GaSery  (90677001 330-430 
FnrtBy  Ihe  13th  (5290700) 

TLC 

930am  The  Joy  ol  Panting  (2815082)930 
Gardeners'  Diary  (2835889)  1030  Tun's 
Gantry  Cocfcng  (4285150)  1030  Our 
House  12811366)  1130  Rx  It  (5351178) 
1 130  This  Old  House  (5352S08)  1200  Yen 
Can  Cook  (280251 Bj  1230pm  Graham 
Ken  (2639605)  130  Today's  Goutmei 
(8141624)  130  Home  Agar  (2638076) 
2.00  Homeeme  (4188957)  230  Fumhura  to 
Go  (8210624)  330  Two's  Country 

(41907921 330430  This  Old  House 

DISCOVERY 

4.00pm  Rea  Hnt  (8201976)  430  Australia 
Wid  (8290960)  530  Treasure  Hunters 
(4102537)  530  Beyond  2000  (6281(12) 


630  W4d  Thngs  (2647624)  730  InvcrtJon 
(4182773}  730  Wonders,  ol  Weather 
(8208889)  8.00  Juassica  U (3470686)  930 
Medical  Deiectmes  (5331315)  930  Soence 
Deiectwcs  (2919841)  1030  Justice  Flos 
(3493537)  11.00  Lotus  Ehse  (8128773) 
1230  BaMe  ol  Did  Bulge  (8839143) 
130am-230  The  Extramsis  (6843990) 
THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 

430pm  Bttwaphy:  The  Ciuecn  Mother  n 
Person  (89660821  530  The  Lite  and  Tones 
ol  Jesus  (36128)5)  630  Chna 
(6)44150)  730-830  Bkyyaphy:  H inch- 
back  (4337641} 

CHALLENGE  TV 

Wn  «v<lh  Ptfn  Time  twice  an  hout 
535pm  BkKktxrstefG  (1667228)  530 
Spilbud  (1037111  830  Onchphiase 


(806191)  7.05  Sate  erf  the  Ccnkxy  (144889) 
730  Give  Us  A Clue  (931402)  830  A0 
Ctued  Up  (701452)  930  Through  (he 
Keyhole  (321957)  935  Busman's  Holiday 
(216686)  1Q3S  Treasure  Hurl  (707711) 
1130  Love  at  first  Sight  (269624)  1230 
Sate  or  (he  Cemuy  (591741  1230am 
Farrrfty  Late  Hart  io  Han  (41071)  130  Lou 
Grant  (46716)  230  Chnsry  (77218)  330 All 
Together  Now  (77984)  430  The  FaB  Guy 
(96209)  530  H5N  Dred  Shopping  (99735) 

UK  LIVING _ 

830m  Try  Living  (2111518)  930 
Qladrags  and  Glamour  (3900518)  9.15  The 
Gordon  EHon  Show  (8932624)  1035  Jerry 
Springe*  Uncut  14039150)  1130  The  Young 
and  Ihe  RasUess  (8440179)  1135  Super 
Fresco  Fabuteskiua  (44810773)  1130  The 
New  Mr  and  Mb  Show  (9959137)  1235pm 
Why  Md7  Real  Lite  Stories  (701434(0) 
1238  Tempestr  (3738247)  l.-W  Rotamii 
(9157860)  230  The  Agony  Experience 
(2349044)  a 30  Uve  at  ttroe  (49748518) 
435  The  Jerry  Springer  Shew:  (5732711) 
530  Super  Fresco  F*x*»wu&  (37280624) 
5.05  Lingo  (B44045S9|  530  Lucky  Ladders 
(2343860)  530  I Dream  ot  Jaarra 
(6419841)  63S  Ready.  Steady.  Cook 
(3007880)  735  tetauaun  UK  (1098537) 
7-40  Who's  Sony  Ucnfi  (8015537)  835 
Rokteda  (83220821  830  FtUt  lady 
Mobster  (3454)31)  1130-1230  The  Sex 
Flc  (1532112) 

ZEE  TV 

730am  Jaa&sn  730  ZEE  Uomng  BJ 0 
Shu  Krishna  930  Punjabi  FoV  930  Yaadcn 
Kb  Rang  1030  Chain  Onema  1030 
Kahteshan  1130  Zaire  Ka  Salar  1130 
Hasrolain  1230  Andaz  1230pm  Dhocp 
Ain  Chann  130Tairi  FILM:  Heath)  Path) 
430  ZEE  Zona  Presenta  4.10  Kama) 
Kombmatun  445 Saanp  Saedi  S.1S  Voixig 
Bus  630  Beegi  Ke  Fg  030  ZEE  and  You 
730  SBCD  730  Aphaa  830  Hewi  and 
Euonews  835  Parerrpara  935-1230  Hr) 
Season  HUk  Geatanfall 

MTV 

Tha  24  hour  music  channel  Includes 
nows,  rewaws.  Ova  concert  footage,  ntet- 
viorrsord  the  bled  muwcwdeo  charts  from 
Europe  and  ifte  USA 

VH-1 

The  video  htts  charuieL  CLesjc  rock  and 
pop  videos  end  the  bnl  near  sunk 
Indudea  Ten  at  toe  Best  and  ihe  Vinjrf  Yaare 


orreftu*  "i ■ W-v *•  ,1.^ ttJ> i^i .w's u Vv «.■ 

| 4a. in*  emit,  Ite^A itepc,..J.  w.  1 *"■  "J'-t  v ’ ■ '•  rw*-  /-  .if  i-m,  ^ „„ 


r.  r«  V\ndaJu**gpvr,l 

i«r»  »«rr  nif r 1st*  rhw  w tdn.tn.-d  ~ 


t. 


GOLF  44 

Baker’s  resurgence 
points  to  uneasy 
Ryder  Cup  view 


ICES!®NG4€ 

When  passion  plays 
role  in  setting 
the  ice  on  fire 


FRIDAY  MARCH  21 1997 


When  the  lights  dimmed  in 
Est&dio  das  Antas  on  Wed- 
nesday night,  there  was 
pride,  professionalism  and  passion 
for  Manchester  United.  For  the  first 
time  since  Heysei.  in  1985.  the 
English  champions  are  among  the 
final  four  of  Europe.  Savour  the 
moment,  because  their  next  oppo- 
nents are  Borussia  Dortmund,  and 
when  England  faces  Germany  in  a 
semi-final  the  portents  are  clear  to 
alL 

More  will  be  known  this  after- 
noon. when  lots  are  drawn  to  decide 
whether  the  first  leg  will  be  played 
in  Manchester  or  Dortmund.  It 
used  to  be  automatic  that  it  was 
preferable  to  play  the  away  leg  first, 
yet,  given  that  Alex  Ferguson's  side 
created  all  the  tempo,  scored  all  the 
goals  that  were  necessary  against 
FC  Pbrto  in  the  first  leg  at  Old 
Trafford,  maybe  that  should  be 
revised. 


If  United  were  indeed  lobe  drawn 
away,  and  wen  if  they  came  back 
undefeated  from  Dortmund,  would 
they  be  so  committed  to  attacking 
football  at  home,  or  would  they 
become  more  tentative  with  the  final 
beckoning?  . 

Temperamentally,  tactically  and 
physically,  Dortmund  will  be  a class 
above  the  hollow  opposition  that 
Porto  turned  out  to  be.  Perhaps  die 
Portuguese  were  over-rated,  opinion 
bayH  too  much  on  their  triumph 
over  AC  Milan  and  too  little  on  the 
decline  of  the  former  Italian 
champions. 

Yet  Ferguson's  pride  in  what  his 
team  is  achieving  is  surely  justified. 
Barely  six  months  ago,  in  Istanbul, 
he  had  talked  of  his  team  being  “so 
young,  there  are  times  when  they 
don’t  understand  what's  happening 
against  than.  They'll  learn.” 

Indeed  they  did.  By  Wednesday 
they  had  old  heads  on  young 


Alex  Ferguson’s  masterful  game  of  patience  was 
well  worth  waiting  for,  says  Rob  Hughes 


shoulders,  ensur- 
ing that  — no  mat- 
ter what  else  was 
happening  around 
them  — their  rivals 
an  the  pitch  were 
nullified.  Ferguson, 
when  his  team  per- 
forms, tends  to  be 
less  effusive  in 
praise  of  them:  “We 
showed  good  disci- 
pline, but  we  can  play  better,”  he 
said.  “I  don’t  think  we  played 
magnificently,  but  we  were 
comfortable.” 

He  was,  in  effect,  acknowledging 
that  the  patience,  the  waiting  game 
so  often  inflicted  on  England,  was 
easily  achieved.  Boring,  you  might 


say.  but  for  the 
vision  of  the  final 
mission. 

Up  above  where 
Ferguson  sat,  Mar- 
tin Edwards,  the 
United  chairman, 
had  the  look  of  a 
banker  calling  in 
his  loan.  United^ 
prize-money  for 
getting  this  far  is 
E6.25  million.  Add  the  gate  receipts, 
another  million  pounds  or  so  per 
home  game  and  the  galvanising 
effect  on  world  merchandising,  and 
you  are  looking  at  £15  million 
reaped  from  tills  particular  Euro- 
pean journey. 

Yet  it  never  was  about  money 


alone.  Wilf  McGninness,  the  former 
United  manager  who  inherited 
Matt  Busby’s  mantle,  was  .dancing 
in  the  stadium  folly  half  an  hour., 
after  the  final  whistle  He  would  MI  - 
anyone  who  might  listen  that  Uni- 
ted had  shed  the  naivety,  particular-  * 
ly  the  defensive  sixnplicily,  that  cost 
English  dubs  so  dear  over  the  past 
decade  in  Europe. 

The  team  is  still  evolving,  though 
Keane,  Gi&s  and  Beckham  have 
rapidly  become  as  influentol  as 
Cantona,  and  Sdskjaer  continues  to 
surprise  even  Ferguson,  who 
bought  him  from  Norway  last 
summer.  • ... 

Dortmund  . will  be  without 
Matthias  Sanuner.  their  leader, 
their  free-flowing  libera . because  he 
received  a second  yeDow  card  in 
Auxerre  on  Wednesday,  but  the 
vastly  experienced  Stefan  Reuter  is 
eligible  to  return.  Dortmund  have 
so  many  quality  players  in  so  many 


pants  of  the  field  that  12  of  their 
players  have  hit  the  target  m this 

European. campaign. 

.No  one,  not  even  Juventus,  can 
remotely  match  such  a statistic. 
They.  now.  meet  Ajax,  whom  they 
beat  in  lire  final-  last  May.  ana 
whose  recuperation  after  so  many 
injuries  and  so  many  players  lost 
under  tire.  Bosnian  ruling,  mans 
that  it  is  Europe  or  nothing  this 
time.  1 

One  rf  the  Ajax  scorers  in  a 
tumultuous  vHttdfy  over  Atletico 
Madrid  on  Wednesday  was  Dam. 
Remember  him?  They  just  might  at 
Upton  Park,  for  he  is  the  Portuguese 
midfield  player  who  could  not  make 
the  grade  for  West  Ham  United. 

Dani,  profiting  among  players 
such  as  the  DeBoer  twins  and  the 
rejuvenated  Jari  litmanen,  has 
scored  three  goals  for  Ajax  in  tire 
Champions*  League  ...  quality 
finds  its  level  in  this  competition. 


Hoddle  plans  for  the  future 

Butt  recruited 
for  England’s 
youth  brigade 

By  Rob  Hughes,  fdgtball  correspondent 


TERRY  VENABLES  had 
them  by  the  dozen;  Glenn 
Hoddle  has  waited  and  waited 
for  the  opportunity  of  a friend- 
ly international  match  in 
which  he  might  experiment. 
Yesterday,  announcing  a 
squad  of  25  players  for  the 
match  at  Wembley  against 
Mexico,  on  Saturday  March 
29.  the  England  coach  began 
to  ring  some  changes. 

Nicky  Butt  is  included  in  the 
party,  as  well  as  David 
Beckham,  a potential  refit 
made  at  Old  Trafford.  har- 
nessing the  vision  of  Beckham 
in  the  playmaker  role  that  so 
many  believe  his  potential 
demands,  and  giving  him  the 
understanding  and  the  tenac- 
ity of  his  Manchester  United 
colleague. 

This,  indeed,  may  be  the 
crux  of  Hoddle's  forward 
thinking.  Burt.  22.  and  already 
honoured  with  tire  captaincy 
of  the  imder-21  side,  could  be 
the  future,  the  fire  to  replace 
that  of  Ince.  once  it  cools.  I nee 
needs  both  an  understudy  and 
someone  to  ensure  that  he  is 
on  his  mettle. 


At  the  start  of  the  World 
Cup  qualifying  matches.  Ince 
had  mused  that  it  was  up  to 
experienced  people  like  him  — 
indeed,  he  also  included  Gas- 
coigne in  this  statement  — to 
show  the  discipline,  the  matu- 
rity, the  leadership  to  younger 
players  coming  through  for 
their  country. 

The  youth  brigade,  whom 
Hoddle  may  well  promote  in 
England’s  cause,  is  burgeon- 
ing. Sol  Campbell  and  Domi- 
nic Matteo,  are  the  same  age 
as  Butt  and  a little  older  than 
Beckham  and  Robbie  Fowler, 
though  all  of  them  were  left 
standing,  in  terms  of  precoci- 
ty, by  Gary  Neville.  He,  quite 


SQUAD 


t Waflwr  (Tottenham),  D James  ( 

T Rowers  (Blackburn),  N Martyn 
Utd);  G Nevflto  (Man  Lttd).  G La  Saux 
(Blackburn).  G Souttigaa  (Aslan  Via),  A 
Adams  (Araanal),  S Campbell  (Tottenham). 
D Matteo  (Liverpool).  G PaBstar  (Man  Utd). 
U Known  (Arsenal):  P Ince  flrtemaaanale). 
D Beckham  (Man  Utd).  S McUonaman 
(Lnwpoai).  0 Baity  (Newcastle  Utd),  M La 
Master  (Southampton),  R Lee  (Nowca&tta). 
D Anderton  (Tqttenharrt.  JFteaeiapp  (Uv- 

(LweTMoi),  I Wright  (Areenaf),  N Butt  (Man 
Utd),  E Sbaringhani  (Tottenham). 
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ACROSS 

1 Queer,  strange  (8) 

5 Quit  halt  (4) 

9 Quake,  shiver  (7} 

10  Quid  note  (5) 

11  Quiz,  examination 

12  Quips;  sudden  changes  (7) 
14  Quid  [ho  quo  (6) 

16  Qualification,  proviso  (6J 
19  Quota,  share  (7) 

21  Quieten  (4) 

24  Quick  (5) 

25  Quisling  (7) 

26  Queue  (4) 

27  Quarter,  mercy  (8) 


DOWN 

1 Play  across  green  {*) 

2 El  Greco  birthplace  (5) 

3 Crustacean,  had  Quadrille 

fO 

4 Opposed,  loth  (6) 

6 Of  the  sense  of  touch  (7) 

7 One  living  off  another  (S) 

5 Prevent;  stooge  (4) 

13  Suggestion,  plan  (8) 

15  Act  of  twisting;  state  of 

being  twisted  (7) 

17  Warm  public  praise  (7) 

18  Gradually  introduce  {idea)  (6) 
20.  Tiny  bit;  Greek  I ft) 

22  Language  of  Horace  (5) 

23  Quanyffl 

The  solution  to  1046  will  be  published  Wednesday.  March  26 
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superb  in  the  cautionary  tac- 
tics employed  by  Manchester 
United  in  Oporto  on  Wednes- 
day night,  is  also  22.  but  has  17 
fou  caps  to  his  name.  The 
impetuosity,  the  recklessness 
in  the  tackle  that  once  be- 
trayed him.  seems  to  be 
smoothing  out 

Another  youthful  possibility 
is  to  call  upon  the  the  Liver- 
pool triumvirate  of  Steve 
McManaman.  who  is,  of 
course,  almost  an  England  old 
timer  by  comparison,  Jamie 
Redknapp  and  Fowler. 

There  are  suspicions  that 
Redknapp,  with  his  appetite  to 
link  the  play  and  his  passing 
ability,  is  a pivotal  player  in 
the  mind  of  Hoddle.  He  may 
even  eventually  be  recast  as 
Redknapp  the  central  defend- 
er. the  potential  Matthias 
Samraer  for  England;  playing 
as  a libera,  reading  the  game 
from  the  rear,  but  turning 
defence  into  instant  attack, 
with  elegance. 

It  is  some  role,  requiring 
some  vision,  but  a host  erf 
professional  managers  believe 
Redknapp ’s  potential  is  as  yet 
untapped.  And  Fowler?  In  this 
match  against  Mexico,  when 
the  result  is  not  paramount, 
surely  the  young,  prolific 
goalscorer  will  be  given  his 
foil  elevation  to  lead  the 
national  attack? 

It  may  mat  happen.  There 
are  dub  games  aplenty  before 
March  29,  and  even  in  these 
days  when  a doctor’s  sick  note 
is  mandatory,  do  not  bet 
against  a decimation  of 
Hoddle’s  chosen  contingent 

Of  course,  there  are  absen- 
tees before  even  a squad  is 
contemplated.  Seaman,  Gas- 
coigne, Merson,  Shearer  and 
Ferdinand  are  injured;  Pearce 
is  rested.  Hoddle  aware  that 
the  demands  of  player- 
management  are  extreme,  not 
least  when  Pearce  is  trying  to 


Hoddle  keeps  faith  with  Le  Ussier,  despite  criticism  after  his  performance  in  die  match -against  Italy . 


GmolaJ*i§ 
be  give 
transfer 
end  of 
the  season 

BY  David  Mad  dock. 

GIVEN  Newcastfe  Lfoifo^- 
performance  in  _ . 

Cup  debacle  against  Mmw 
on  Tuesday, 
hardly 

terday  that  David  GmMfe. 

France  international 
had  asked  for  a foiwriSi 
enurged.  however, 
request  was  sutamtwa  ^ . 
their  ill-fated  journey^--  ^ 
When  Ginola  presented  ms 
request  last  weefcjtjifl^ 
politely  but  firmly  deaineo  w - 
-the  dub.  The  Frenchman  *gT; 
not  be  allowed  to  leave 
the  end  of  the  season,  when.  - - 
Kenny  Dalglish  will  b^n  jafci 
daunting  process  of  ffWkfr: 
ing  his  shattered  side.  ' 

Ginola  was  still  m FMiwr^; 
yesterday,  given  a few  daysjHr- 
♦raining  to  spend  nine.  UV te>-: 
new  home  he  has  bufli  in 
countryside  between  Monaco y/; 
and  Marseilles,  whidt  re  pey-;  / 
haps  an  indication  ofhis  lik^;  - 
destination  next  season;  . ‘ 

The  Frenchman  has  ^npiw.  - 
come  to  an  uneasy  truce  with  .! 
Dalglish  and  has  agreed  no*  to  -h 
rock  the  boat  until  the  end  of. 
this  season,  when  his  request.-.;, 
will  be  met. 

• If  Ginola  is  ready  to  leave  - _ 
Newcastle  in  the  summer.  - . 
then  Peter  Beardsley  has  de-  - • 
tided  to  play  on  despite  a . ■ 
suggestion  he  may  take  up  a ' 
coaching  position  with,  the 
dbfo  next  season.  “Thereare  15 
i months- left  an  my-  contract 
and -ill  he  stalling  again  next 
season,  tryingtowin  a place  in 
the  team.  ”he  said. 

Mkldlesbrough  ha  ve  been 
presentedwth  afttornyprob- 
lem  days  before  their  Cbest- 
Coia  Gup final  .wife  Leicester 
City.  Juranfov  the  Brad  tnten-:  - . 

- TrcrHrmnl 

tk#i  far  tiieTas^tfcif^  j • 
been  called  ii£  byhis  countty  r ; 
for  an  international  match 
against  Chile  on  April  Xjust  . ^ 
roar  days  before  fee^gftalal  V . 
.Wembley._ 

— Junmho  is  certarn  totravcT 
home  ton  the  nianii.  Mscit  ’ 
will  present  h&Zast  opparufhl^ 
ty  to  force  his  way  mto  the 
reckomng  for  a phtoe  in  fee  i 
Brazil  " squad  far  the  Worid 
Cup  finals  next  season,  as  the  - 
national  coach,  ZagaBo,  has  ' 

.■ ^nitficated  heiwill.  bmig;  j!*  ;- 
squad  tbg^her  a year  before  ; 
_fee  tournament \ " 
Middlesbrough's  ^irpbjbn 
is ^thaUcminhowill  reforn.Jet-- 
lagged,  mx  fee  Friday  before  = 
the;  game  .and  :th*ry.  miist  be/- 
worried  about  the  state  he  will  j 
;retum  in. . , . ; z-.'L-.'?-' 


-1  ’ " -•  *-W5 
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save  tire  FA  Carling  Premier- 
ship status  of  his  dub,  Not- 
tingham Forest  There  are  no 
such  caveats  about  the  omis- 
sion of  Platt  who  is  fit  for 
Arsenal,  but  silently  slipping 
past  his  prime  for  England.  A 
prolific  and  wonderfully  in- 
dustrious contribution  he  has 
made,  but  time  wails  for  no 
former  England  captain. 

It  does,  however,  recall  two 
players  whose  England  times 
seemed  to  be  history.  At  last 
for  many  of  us  who  think  that 
Nigel  Martyn  is  the  form 
goalkeeper,  fee  Leeds  player  is 
selected  fy  Hoddle,  even  if  it 
has  the  ring  of  the  dosing  of 
the  stable  door  after  Ian 
Walker’s  unfortunate  debut  in 
the  home  defeat  that  mattered. 


against  Italy,  at  Wembley. 
There  is,  more  surprisingly,  a 
recall  to  international  arms  for 
Martin  Keown,  the  combative 
Arsenal  defender.  The  Eng- 
land coach  said  yesterday  that 
Keown,  at  30,  one  of  the 
youngsters  around  Highbury, 
is  improving  dramatically  on 
the  ball:  the  hidden  tribute  is 
that  Arsene  Wenger,  Hoddle’s 
mentor  at  Monaco,  is  smooth- 
ing some  rugged  edges. 

And  then  there  are  Hoddle's 
acts  of  faith.  He  sdects  Darren 
Anderton,  trusting  that  the 
Tottenham  Hotspur  player  is 
for  once  fit  to  fulfil  his  gifts.  He 
chooses  Nick  Barmby,  even 
though  Everton  have  not  re- 
vived that  little  player’s  form. 
And  there  is  Matthew  Le 


Ussier.  The  scapegoat  of  so 
many  for  the  misapplied  tac- 
tics and  selection  against  Italy, 
Le  Ussier  remains  synony- 
mous with  Hoddle's  concept  of 
how  football  should  be  played 
— a player  of  flair,  perhaps  of 
mood,  but  ultimately  of  skill,  if 
the  coaches  dare  trust  ft. 

Earlier  this  week,  Graeme 
Souness.  the  Southampton 
manager,  only  half  trusted  his 
captain  in  the  dub’s  dire  need 
to  win  football  matches. 
Hoddle,  one  presumes,  will  go 
all  the  way  with  Le  Tissier, 
proving  that  belief  has  to  be 
stubborn,  and  trying  to  dem- 
onstrate that  both  player  and 
England  coach  were  right  all 
along.  I hope  Mexico  is  the 
starting  point  for  that. 


Bournemouth  are 
granted  last  chance 


By  Andrew  Longmore 


BOURNEMOUTH,  the  be- 
leaguered Nationwide  League 
second  division  dub,  has  been 
granted  one  final  chance  to 
sort  out  the  finandal  problems 
that  have  brought  it  dose  to 
extinction. 

At  a Chancery  Court  hear- 
ing in  Liverpool  yesterday. 
Judge  Michael  Howarth 
agreed  to  adjourn  a winding- 
up  order  brought  against  the 
dub  by  the  Inland  Revenue. 

The  dub  now  has  a precious 
two  months  to  attract  new 
investors  and  restructure  total 
debts  that  now  stand  at  over 
E4.4  million. 

But  in  rejecting  the  wind- 
ing-up order,  the  sixth 
brought  against  the  chib,  the 
judge  warned  that  the 
£300,000  needed  to  pay  the 
Inland  Revenue  would  have  to 
be  in  place  ly  the  time  of  the 
next  hearing  on  May  15.  “The 
Inland  Revenue  has  waited 
long  enough  for  its  money. 
This  is  the  dub’s  last  chance,” 
he  said. 

The  news  was  greeted  with 


delight  by  fans  of  the  dub. 
who  had  gathered  outside 
Dean  Court  fearing  the  worst 

But  Bournemouth  are  a 
long  way  from  being  out  of  the 
wood,  though  they  can  now 
complete  their  remaining  fix- 
tures for  the  season. 

Alan  Lewis,  the  Receiver 
sent  in  by  Lloyds  Bank,  which 
is  owed  £2.1  million,  emerged 
from  the  hearing  to  say  that  he 
hoped  to  sell  the  dub  to  one  of 
two  interested  investors  by  the 
appointed  date.  ‘The  dub’s 
fate  is  now  in  the  hands  of  fee 
trust  fund,  which  is  one  of 
these  attempting  to  take  it 
over,"  Lewis  said.  "We  may 
need  to  sell  a player  by  me 
transfer  deadline  next  week." 
□ The  future  of  Stevenage,  the 
Vauxhail  Conference  champi- 
ons, was  left  up  in  the  air 
yesterday  after  a Football  As- 
sociation disdpllnary  panel 
felled  to  reach  a verdict  over 
allegations  that  the  dub  asked 
for  a £30,000  ’bung’  from 
Torquay  United.  A decision  is 
expected  late  next  week. 


Berti  and  Bassett 
may  join  forces 


By  Richard  Hobson 


NICOLA  BERTI  could  be  the 
next  Italian  international  to 
join  the  exodus  from  Serie  A to 
English  football.  He  will  be 
released  by  Intemazionale  at 
the  end  of  the  season  and  his 
agent  Claudio  Pasqualini. 

held  talks  with  representatives 

of  Nottingham  Forest  earlier 
this  week. 

Dave  Bassett,  the  Forest 
general  manager,  and  Irving 
Scholar,  the  dub’s  football 
consultant  watched  Inter  beat 
Anderiecht  in  the  Uefa  Cup  in 
the  San  Siro  stadium  on 
Tuesday  night  and  met 
Pasqualini  the  following 
morning.  Under  the  Bosman 
ruling,  no  fee  will  be  involved. 
However,  any  deal  is  likely  to 
hinge  on  whether  Forest  man- 
age to  avoid  relegation  from 
the  FA  Cariing  Premiership. 

Berti,  29,  a midfield  player, 
has  won  39  caps  and  played 
against  Brazil  in  the  1994 
World  Cup  final.  He  has  been 
injured  and  missed  selection 
for  the  European  Champion- 
ships last  year. 


Forest,  who  have  completed 
the  loan  signing  of  Brian 
O’Neill,  the  Scotland  interna- 
tional midfield  player  from 
Celtic,  are  undeterred  by  the 
failure  of  Andrea  SDenzi.  their 
previous  signing  from  Italy. 
Siienzi  scored  just  twee  after 
liis  £1.8  million  arrival  from 
Torino  in  19%  and  was  loaned 

to  Venezia  for  the  remainder  of 
this  season  last  October. 

Brian  Little,  the  Aston  Villa 
manager,  has  confirmed  his 
interest  in  Roy  Makaay,  the 
Holland  international  striker, 
but  dropped  a strong  hint  that 
he  will  not  make  a signing 
before  the  transfer  deadline. 
Makaay,  22,  is  .unlikely  to 
leave  Vitesse  Arnhem  until  the 
summer. 

Sky  TV  have  secured  the 
rights  to  screen  England’s 
vital  World  Cup  dash  against 
Italy.  The  World  Cup  qualify- 
ing tie,  to  be  played  in  Rome 
on  Saturday  October  li,  wiU 
be  the  final  match  in  En- 
gland’s campaign  for  the  1998 
World  Cup  finals. 
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Mobutu  calls  for 
national  council  as 


rebels  plan  polls 


From  Sam  Ktley  in  Kinshasa  and  Susan  Bell  in  Paris 


ZAIRE’S  ailing  President 
Mobutu  last  night  called  for  a 
ceasefire  and  the  creation  of  a 
national  council  to  resolve  the 
crisis  in  his  country. 

Laurent  Kabila,  the  rebel 
leader,  has  said  that  he  will 
agree  to  a ceasefire  only  after 
negotiations  with  the  Presi- 
dent on  how  the  Zairean 
leader,  who  seized  power  in 
1965,  will  step  down.  Rebels 
now  occupy  more  than  a fifth 
of  the  country,  and  captured 
its  third  largest  city.  Kisanga- 
ni on  Saturday,  raising  fears 
of  a coup  in  Kinshasa,  the 
capital. 

Mr  Mobutu  was  expected  to 
fly  home  from  France  today  to 
try  to  resolve  rhe  political 
crisis,  which  is  veering  from 
absurdist  drama  to  dangerous 
farce.  His  son.  Nzanga 
Mobutu,  also  the  President's 
spokesman,  said  that  his 
father  no  longer  ruled  out 
talks  with  the  leaders  of  the 
rebellion,  but  wished  first  to 
discuss  the  issue  with  political 
and  military  leaders  in  Kin- 
shasa. Previously  the  Presi- 
dent had  said  he  intended  to 
crush  the  rebels,  it  was  not 
dear  if  a ceasefire  remained  a 
prior  condition  far  starting 
negotiations. 

Nzanga  Mobutu  also  de- 


nied reports  that  members  of 
his  family  had  fled  to  the 
Congo.  Close  family  members 
were  still  with  President 
Mobutu  in  France  or  had 
remained  in  France,  he  said. 

The  President  left  hospital 
in  Monaco,  where  he  has  been 
receiving  treatment  after  sur- 
gery for  prostate  cancer,  on 
Wednesday  to  return  to  his 
luxury  Riviera  villa  at  Roque- 
bruune-Cap  Martin.  His  pri- 
vate plane  has  been  on 
standby’  at  Nice  airport  since 
Tuesday  evening. 

Yesterday  his  opponents 
and  enemies  jostled  for  posit- 
ions in  a collapsed  Govern- 
ment while  the  rebels  began 
organising  elections  in  areas 
they  control. 

The  Union  for  Democracy 
and  Social  Progress,  the  main 
opposition  party  in  Kinshasa 


that  has  failed  to  make  an 
impact  cm  Mr  Mobutu’s  re- 
gime over  the  past  six  years, 
attempted  simultaneously  to 
ally  itself  with  the  eastern 
rebels  and  with  the  President. 


Sitting  in  his  garden  under 
a mango  tree  Adrien  Phongo, 
the  party  Secretary-General, 
yesterday  announced  that  he 
was  sending  a delegation  to 
open  talks  with  Mr  Kabila. 
“These  should  lead  to  a 
ceasefire  and  a government  of 
national  unity  which  will  then 
organise  elections.”  Dr 
Phongo  said. 

Then,  as  news  that  Presi- 
dent Mobutu  was  expected  to 
return  to  Kinshasa  filtered 
through,  his  bold  rhetoric 
crumbled.  With  the  look  of  a 
child  caught  opening  his  par- 
ents drinks’  cabinet.  Dr 
Phongo  scrambled  to  ensure  a 
secure  future  — should  Zaire's 
big  man  regain  control.  "Of 
course,  only  the  President  can 
empower  a prime  minister." 
he  said. 

The  President's  wizardry 
has  been  eclipsed  by  the 
rebels’  successes  that  were 
yesterday  being  cemented 
with  the  organising  of  elec- 
tions behind  their  lines  for 
local  administrative  posts.  In 
seven  communes  leaders  will 


Paris:  France.  President 
Mobutu's  staunchest  sup- 
porter. yesterday  urged  Us 
citizens  to  leave  Zaire  (Su- 
san Bell  writes).  It  sent 
aircraft  and  about  100 
troops  to  neighbouring 
Congo  and  Gabon  in  case  it 
had  to  protect  or  evacuate 
an  estimated  1,500  French 
nationals  in  Zaire. 
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Civilians  in  Kisangani  welcome  Zaire  rebel  leaders  who  plan  to  organise  political  meetings  and  hold  elections  for  local  officials  within  a week 


be  chosen  who  will,  in  turn, 
elect  a mayor  and  provincial 
governor. 

Mwanze  Kongolo,  the  rebel 
justice  commissioner,  said: 
"We  are  here  to  give  them 
power  denied  them  for  so 
long.  That  is  the  basic  mess- 
age we  have  and  to  illustrate 
it,  we  will  have  visible,  but  not 
perfect,  elections." 


Before  he  fell  31  this  is  the 
son  of  challenge  Mr  Mobutu 
would  have  relished.  In  the 
past  32  years  he  has  run  Zaire 
as  his  personal  fiefdom.  seeing 
off  countless  rebellions  and 
invasions,  with  the  help  of 
France,  Morocco  and  Bel- 
gium. Bur.  since  the  uprising 
his  main  concerns  have  been 
his  health  and  family. 


His  army,  unpaid  and 
under-equipped,  has  consis- 
tently given  ground  to  the 
rebels.  But.  in  common  with 
his  Opposition.  Mr  Mobutu 
has  appeared  unable  to  grasp 
that  the  rebels  have  the  upper 
hand. 

American  State  Department 
officials  and  diplomats  in  Kin- 
shasa said  yesterday  that  Mr 


Mobutu  and  his  entourage 
appeared  to  be  “in  denial", 
over  the  extent  and  threat  of. 
the  rebellion.  "They  really 
don’t  seem  to  understand  that- 
Mobutu  is  not  going  to  be  able 
to  come  back  and  wave  the 
magic  fly  whisk  and  bam  — 
Kabila  disappears.”  said  a 
European  ambassador. 

Leon  Ken  go  wa  Dondo, 


Zaire's  .Prime  Minister,  tins 
“removed”  by  pariiameritari- 
ans  earlier  mis  week  “wider 
prffistire  from  the  army, 
-whfcfr  blamed  him  for  the 
theft  of  funds  intended  for  the 
war -effort;  But  yesterday  he 
returned  from  regional  talks 
in  Nairobi  .insisting  that  he 
was  in  charge  of  the  bankrupt 
administration. 


Man  charged  with  Oklahoma 
bombing  ‘had  Klan  links’ 


Cartoon  attracts  Asian-American  fire 


From  Quentin  Letts  in  new  York 


From  Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington 


TIMOTHY  MeVEIGH,  in  the 
most  detailed  account  of  his 
alleged  role  in  the  Oklahoma 
Cily  bombing,  has  told  his 
lawyers  thar  his  harsh  anti- 
government  sentiments  first 
found  expression  as  a member 
of  the  Ku-Klux-Klan. 

A fortnight  before  his  trial 
opens  in  Denver,  the  chief 
suspect  in  America's  worst  act 
of  terrorism  is  reported  to 
have  told  his  defence  team  that 
he  joined  the  white  suprema- 
cist organisation  in  1992  short- 
ly after  being  discharged  from 
the  army. 

Based  on  statements  given 
to  the  lawyers,  the  New  York 


Post  said  yesterday  that  three 
years  later  and  five  days 
before  his  27th  birthday.  Mr 
McVeigh  drove  a yellow  Ry- 
der van  packed  with  explo- 
sives to  Oklahoma  City. 

The  next  day  he  parked  the 
van  outside  the  Alfred 
Murrah  building  and  detonat- 
ed the  device.  The  explosion 
ripped  through  the  federal 
building,  killing  I6S  adults 
and  children  and  injuring 
more  than  500  people  in  the 
vicinity. 

The  latest  account  of  Mr 
McVeigh’s  involvement  comes 
after  a series  of  reported 
“confessions"  in  the  Dallas 


Morning  News  and  Playboy 
which  resulted  in  demands  by 
his  lawyers  that  the  trial 
should  be  postponed  and 
moved  to  another  venue.  They 
said  it  would  be  impossible  to 
select  a fair  jury  in  the 
circumstances. 

Richard  Matsch,  the  judge 
trying  the  case,  ruled  that  jury 
selection  will  start  in  Denver 
as  planned  on  Easter  Monday 
despite  an  almost  daily  crop  of 
articles  which  have  done  little 
to  convince  America  that  ei- 
ther Mr  McVeigh,  or  his  co- 
defendant. Terry  Nichols,  can 
hope  for  a non-partisan  panel 
of  potential  jurors. 


A CONFIDANT  of  Baroness 
Thatcher  has  been  accused  of 
anti-Asian  racism  after  he 
published  a magazine  cartoon 
lampooning  President  Clin- 
ton's links  to  Chinese  money. 

John  O'Sullivan,  an  expa- 
triate British  journalist  who 
helped  the  former  Prime  Min- 
ister'with  her  memoirs  and 
who  now  edits  the  right-of- 
centre  New  York  magazine 
National  Review,  commis- 
sioned a front-cover  illustra- 
tion for  his  publication's  latest 
issue. 

The  cartoon  promoted  an 
article  about  the  Clinton  Ad- 
ministration's ill-fated  in- 
volvements with  Asian 
supporters  such  as  John 
Huang.  James  Riady  and 


officials  from  Beijing.  It  de- 
picted a toothy  Mr  Clinton  in 
a Chinese  farmer's  hat,  hold- 
ing a tray  of  tea.  beside  a Mrs 
Clinton  dressed  as  Madame 
Mao.  Vice-President  AJ  Gore, 
who  has  been  accused  of 
illegally  accepting  political 
donations  at  a Buddhist  tem- 
ple. appeared  in  the  cartoon 
as  a monk,  holding  a tin  of 
cash.  The  caption  read:  The 
Manchurian  Candidates. 

Asian-American  pressure 
groups  saw  an  outrageous 
slur.  Their  reaction  savs  much 
for  the  way  some"  Astan- 
Americans  would  like  the 
White  House  donations  scan- 
dal to  go:  towards  victimhood. 
The  National  .Asian  Pacific 
Legal  Consortium,  a lobbying 


outfit  which  can  perhaps  be 
described  as  a garlic  and 
ginger  group,  attacked  the 
cartoon  as  "incredibly  offen- 
sive". pointing  to  its  “buck- 
teeth  and  grotesque  faces". 


NATIONAL 

REVIEW 


The  Manchurian  Candidates 

HIM 


The  cover  “no  chance 
of  an  apology" 


Daphne  Kwok,  director  of  the 
Organisation  of  Chinese 
Americans,  demanded  an 
apology  from  Mr  O’Sullivan - 
and  his  publisher,  the  veteran 
right-wing  campaigner  Wil- 
liam Buckley. 

“We  find  the  cover  extreme- 
ly offensive  and  racist,"  said 
Ms  Kwok.  There's  an  inabil- 
ity to  distinguish  between 
Asians  and  As ian- America n s. 
foreigners  and  US  citizens.  It 
is  reminiscent  of  the.  carica- 
ture made  of  the  Chinese  in 
the  ISOOs."  - 

The  Asian-American  Jour- 
nalists’ Association  said  that 
with  the  tea  tray  National 
Review  had  portrayed  “Asians 
as  servants  of  America'’.  The 
Asian-American  Legal  De- 


fence and  -Education  Fund 
insisted  that  the  cartoon  sug- 
. gested  that  Chinese  Commu- 
nists, -were  brainwashing 
Washington; 

Mr  O’SuUrvao  reacted  to 
the  criticism  with  a zest  which 
Lady  Thatcher  might  recog- 
nise: They  have  not  a snow- 
. bail’s  -chance -in  hell,  of  an 
apology."  He  called  the 
barges  “vile  and  slanderous* 
and  delected  “an  orchestrated 
campaign  by  the  .Ethnic 
Grievance  Industry". 

Hie  magazine  has  received 
many  angry  letters,  said  Mr 
O’SuUivan.  He  added:'  The 
.cover  was  a fine  example  of. 
the  political  ' caricature  that 
has  been  a gloiy.of  American 
debate  since  Thomas  Nast” 
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Give  your  dreams  a chance. 


Now  we've  reduced  the  price  of  a Macintosh  Performa?1  it’s 
even  easier  to  make  your  dreams  a reality.  From  just 
£1,299  (inc  VAT),1  it's  a ready-to-use,  plug-in 
and  switch-on  system  - with  all  the 
trimmings.  Powered  by  PowerPC™ 
processors  with  innovative 
RISC  technology,  they  come 
with  all  the  software  you 
need,  from  spreadsheet 
applications  and  word- 
processing  to  games  and 
educational  tides.  There’s  a 
high-speed  CD-ROM  drive  and 
jL  lull  stereo  sound,  so  you  can  enjoy 
the  best  in  multimedia.  .And  all  die  latest 
models  are  Internet  ready,  with  a modem  included 
as  standard.  In  fact,  we've  given  you  everything  you  once 
dreamed  of -at  prices  that  are  absolutely  real. 
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From  Noel  Pascoe  in  port  Moresby 
and  Roger  Maynard  in  Sydney 
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PORT  MORESBY,  the  capital 
of  Papua  New  Guinea,  yester- 
day slid  towards  anarchy  with 
rioting  and  looting  while  Sir 
Julius  Chan,  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, last  night  sought  to  ease 
tensions  by  suspending  the 
reported  E 20  million  contract 
with  a British  mercenary 
force. 

One  looter  was  decapitated 
when  he  was  tackled  by  a 
knife-wielding  security  guard, 
and  two  people  were  injured 
as  army  and  police  fired  on 
each  other. 

Hooligans,  meanwhile,  took 
advantage  of  the  unrest  to 
carry  away  the  contents  of  a 
supermarket;  they  then  took 
refuge  in  a downtown  bar- 
racks when  police  and  mili- 
tary confronted  them  and  fired 
teargas  and  live  ammunition 
into  the  air  to  make  them 
withdraw. 

Sir  Julias  said  the  contract 
would  be  suspended  until 
allegations  of  corruption  were 
investigated  in  an  agreement 
which  Brigadier-General  Jer- 
ry Singirok  — the  sacked 


Defence  Force  commander  — 
said  could  eventually  cost  the 
state  £75  million. 

The  Australian  Govern- 
ment urged  an  end  to  die 
mercenary  contract  and  of- 
fered to  replace  the  security 
firm.  Sandline  International, 
with  an  Australian  Army  force 
of  trainers,  according  to  diplo- 
matic sources. 

A number  or  the  British 
mercenaries  have  left  Papua 
New  Guinea  over  the  past  few 
days,  and  Tim  Spicer,  the 
Sandline  chief  executive,  was 
freed  from  four  days’  arrest  in 
a Port  Moresby  barracks. 

Two  men.  one  of  them  said 
to  be  a relative  of  Sir  Julius, 
were  arrested  near  the  bar- 
racks. One  was  said  to  be 
armed  with  a dmm  German 
pistol  with  two  magazines  of 
ammunition,  the  other  was 
said  to  haw  a loaded  and 
cocked  pistol  in  his  possession. 
Sources  said  the  second  man 
was  employed  by  Network 
International,  a firm  linked  to 
the  Prime  Minister's  family. 

British  diplomats  in  Port 
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Moresby  were  still  trying  to 
make  contact  with  a second 
executive  of  Sandline, 

Brian  Baldwin,  the  British 
Deputy  High  Commissioner. 
The  intervention  of  the  British 
High  Commission  follows 
concern  by  executives  of 
Sandline  International  in 
London  for  the  safety  of  their 
men.  Mr  Spicer,  a former 
lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Scots 
Guards,  has  extensive  mili- 
tary experience  in  the  Falk- 
lands.  Bosnia.  Cyprus,  the 
Gulf  War  and  Northern  Ire- 
land. for  which  he  was  award- 
ed an  OBE.  . 

“We  know  Spicer  was  being 
held  by  some  of  the  Papua 
New  Guinea  defence  forces 
who  remain  loyal  to  the  previ- 
ous commander.  Brigadier- 


General  Jerry  Singirok,”  Mr 
Baldwin  explained.  “But  that's 
as  far  as  we  have  goL  We  have 
not  been  able  to  make  any 
progress  in  getting  hold  of  him 
and  talking  to  him." 

At  least  five  soldiers  were 
seriously  injured  in  the  riot- 
ing. which  prompted  junior 
ranks  to  try  to  gain  entry  to  a 
nearby  weapons  arsenal.  But 
they  were  prevented  from 
doing  so  by  other  officers. 

A petition  signed  by  more 
than  4.700  soldiers  - almost 
the  whole  army  — demanded 

the  immediate  reinstatement 
of  General  Singirok.  who  was 
sacked  for  urging  the  expul- 
sion of  the  mercenaries.  The 
general  is  urging  a political 
solution  to  the  crisis  and  says 
that  he  will  accept  his  sacking 


as  long  as  it  is  proven  to  be 
legal  and  constitutional. 

“Papua  New  Guinea  is  not  a 
banana  republic,"  he  said.  “It 
has  a democracy  and  a consti- 
tution." He  said  he  began  his 
revolt  because  the  mercenar- 
ies were  about  to  launch  a 
“military  onslaught"  on  cop- 
per-rich Bougainville,  560 
miles  northeast  of  the  capital. 

Genera]  Singirok  told  a 
press  conference  that  the  con- 
tract with  the  mercenaries  had 
been  pushed  against  his  ad- 
vice and  that  of  department 
heads.  He  said  that  one  of  the 
reasons  he  had  not  agreed 
with  the  contract  was  because 
of  the  “historical  performance 
of  Sandline  and  Executive 
Outcomes"  in  Third  World 
countries.  He  could  not  under- 


stand how  the  Government 
could  spend  so  much  money 
on  an  international  company 
with  "serious  credibility 
problems". 

They  were  hired,  he  said,  at 
a cost  of  nearly  E20  million  to 
help  to  end  the  secessionist 
conflict  on  Bougainville  which 
has  been  waged  for  the  past 
nine  years. 

What  happens  next  may 
well  depend  on  a demonstra- 
tion by  military  opponents  of 
the  Prime  Minister.  The  scale 
of  the  protest,  which  has  been 
planned  to  take  place  this 
morning,  will  provide  a guide 
to  the  level  of  continuing 
apposition  to  Sir  Julius, 
whose  position  has  been 
severely  undermined  by  the 
events  of  the  past  few  days. 


Singirok:  petition 
demands  his  return 


banquet 

From  Inigo  Gilmore 

IN  CAPETOWN 

MORE  than  100  guests  pay- 
ing 250,000  rands  (E36.000)  a 
couple  descended  on  Robben 
Island  last  night  for  a 
fundraising  banquet  at  which 
they  rubbed  shoulders  with 
President  Mandela.  Hillary 
Clinton.  Bill  Cosby,  the  actor, 
and  Kofi  Annan,  the  United 
Nations  Secretary-General. 

The  guests  travelled  by  heli- 
copter or  ferry  across  the  five 
miles  of  sea  from  Cape  Town 
to  the  tiny  island  where  Mr 
Mandela  spent  18  of  his  27 
years  in  prison.  Earlier  m the 
day,  Mrs  Clinton  had  been 
escorted  by  Mr  Mandela  on  a 
tour  of  the  prison  and  his  cell: 
they  were  followed  later  by  Mr 

Cosby.  ... 

In  January,  the  island  was 
declared  a national  monu- 
ment and  proceeds  of  the 
evening  will  go  to  the  island 
museum  and  political  prison- 
ers’ fund,  launched  by  Mr 
Mandela  in  October  after  a 
reunion  of  former  political 
prisoners  showed  that  many 
had  fallen  on  hard  rimes. 

Last  night  the  guests  dined 
on  salmon  and  trout  tartare 
with  cucumber  salad,  followed 
by  beef  consomme  with  chick- 
en dumplings,  stuffed  baby 
chicken  served  with  wild  nee, 

topped  off  with  fruit  sorbet. 

It  seems  unlikely  that  such 
an  event  will  be  staged  again. 
Distressed  caterers  from  a 
Cape  Town  firm  spoke  about 
how  they  endured  three  un- 
happy days  on  the  choppy 
waters  shipping  across  crock- 
ery, cutlery,  food  and  glasses. 
Yesterday  afternoon  disaster 
struck  when  a minibus  to  be 
used  to  ferry  guests  around 
the  island  plunged  into  the  sea 
after  coming  loose  from  the 
helicopter  airlifting  it  in. 

After  the  incident  the  ban- 
quet organisers  derided  not  to 
ship  the  second  one,  just  m 
case.  “It  has  been  totally 
chaotic."  Jason  Lasker.  31.  the 
head  chef.  said.  “It  has  only 
been  three  days,  but  I am  a 
nervous  wreck.” 
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accident  on  Chinese  border 

From  Jonathan  Mirsky  in  hong  kong  & 
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used  in  electroplating,  stad-  Gu-ngjongGUang»  border 
feeds  into  the  Peart  Kiver  ^ dnljns  have 


leeos  uiui.  uic.  

delta  inGuangdong  province. 

The  people  of  Macau,  fear- 
ing pollution,  were  drinking 
bottled  waterlast  night  In  me 
Portuguese  colony  and  in 

Hong  Kong  produce  from 

across  the  border  m China 
was  being  scrutinised. 

At  first  it  was  reported  that 
ten  drums,  each  weighing 


wnerc  uk.  

now  say  all  the  drums  have 
been  recovered  and  only  one 
had  buret  Chinese  authorities 
tend  to  minimise  the  scale  ol 
serious  accidents.  . 

The  West  River  flows  into 
the  Pearl  from  which  Macau 
draws  much  of  its  drinking 
water.  By  now  this  would 
have  shown  cyanide  traces: 


9 


The  Open 
University 


Qualify  to  teach  in  ; 

Secondary  Schools  , 

through 
part-time  study 

Are  you  considering  “aciung  here  is  an 

Open  University  which  leads  to  lull  recog 

qualified  teacher.  _ . _ __  r-rtificate  in 

The  Open  Unnrersrty  PM^»,^  rsary  rize  for 

. courses  indude  study  ^^’rJo^on  \ 

video/audio  cassettes  and  the 

technology;  and  ^ sessions; 

: granottriooverdre  full  course  fees  and  special  bursaries 
for  certain  courses. 

please  return  the  coupon  below  for  a copy  of 

PGCE  prospectus-  __  — — ""“*39771 

and  send  this  eaunes  MK1  1TY.  I 


0.6  grams  of  cyanide  are 
lethal.  Hong  Kong's  water 
comes  from  a different  branch 
of  the  Pearl,  which  does  not 
take  in  West  River  water. 

The  delta  is  also  the  source 
of  many  of  the  vegetables  and 
shellfish  imported  into  Ma- 
cau and  Hong  Kong.  In  1 
Macau,  health  officials  say 
die  local  reservoirs  are  sate, 
but  sales  of  bottled  water  have 
doubled. 

Although  the  Chinese  au- 
thorities insist  they  alerted 
residents  along  the  West  Riv- 
er and  ordered  police  to  warn 
against  using  the  water,  re- 
porters say  that  local  people 
either  did  not  know  of  the 
danger  or  were  ignoring  it, 
continuing  to  draw  drinking 
water  from  it.  washing  their 
clothes  along  its  banks  and 

fiSfisherman  said  that  if  the 
fish  had  been  affected  they 
would  have  floated  to  the 

surface.  , . , 

Officials  in  Wuzhou  saul 
the  water  there  contained  only 
safe  traces  of  cyanide. 
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By  Gabriella  Gamini 
SOUTH  AMERICA 

CORRESPONDENT 

PRESIDENT  Castro  of  Cuba 
has  offered  political  asylum  to 
the  18  mantel  Tupac  Amaru 
Revolutionary  Movement 
rebels  holding  72  hostage  at 
the  Japanese  Ambassador* 
residence  in  Lima,  the  Peruvi- 
an capital. 

The  offer  came  yesterday 
after  Senor  Castro  met  a 
Japanese  government  envoy 
who  appears  to  have  sought 
his  help  to  try  to  solve  the  94- 
day  siege.  Masahiko  Kamura, 
the  Japanese  Deputy  Foreign 
Minister,  arrived  in  Havana 
on  Wednesday  with  a letter 
from  Ryu  taro  H ash  i mot  a,  the 
Japanese  Prime  Minister. 

Earlier  in  the  week  Mr 
Kamura  had  visited  Lama, 
where  negotiations  between 
the  hostage-takers  and  Beni* 
Government  remained  at  a 
stalemate  amid  heightening 
concerns  over  the  hostages 

health.  . . 

Senor  Castro  yesterday  said 
he  hoped  his  offer  would 
-speed  up"  negotiations  to  end 
the  crisis.  But  the  guerrillas 
have  so  far  rejected  various 
“safe  passage"  offers.  Their 
leader.  Nestor  Cerpa  Carto- 
lini.  45.  has  also  reiterated  the 
rebels*  demand  for  the  release 
of  more  than  400  comrades 
currently  in  Peruvian  jails. 

Peru's  President  Fujimon 
has  said  all  along  that  he 
would  never  accede  to  the 
relx-ls*  demands. 


Ifpl 

* Wm 


Id 


y&g&jjMitgi 

i S5 


We  dou 
better 


a 


isehold 


at^^^ftmanaged 


0800  111  210 


*>-VVr*s 


and  Keynes  MK1  ITT. , 

en  Unwererty.  PO 1 Certificate  m 

sssscsbi.--4-  i 


■ The  Open  Unwerej^- 
1 □ Please  send  me  you 
1 Education  prospectus 

I Name 

* Address 


* 


iSJ 


Kite 


■^^ianies  around,  such  as  British  T 

Royce  and  Tesco.  * 

or  withdrawal  charges, 
management  fee  is  one  of  the 
jl^^fca’U  find.  So  call  us  now  on 
below.  Phone  lines  are 
■!i^S^*  ,8am-8pm  Monday-Friday  (excluding 
holidays)  and  !0am-2pm  Saturday. 

v ||Iidland  Bank 

f&SjS&w  HSBC  Group 


of  char 


iSS 

: %'S 

.XX* 

«.9k! 

m 


m 


* is  re*utai«l  by  th*  ^*wwl  inw^s^nt 

II t1  IUIUT,.  tails nmi be  i-ni—* »' “>BS 


v::..::z:z _p7;c1cqeoB365302 «' 

• intemetlj^P/srSi-  ■“  — T”  ”To  ah  adhits 


31 


— — — - ’ f itwdtunnhr  in^Mi^Whii/^iii'^A1  V^'  rVN<  <■  ILrhhuJ^  fvtJmmiHiii  JVi.f  ui  't  I *m  ti-1  !V  rw  i'll*  iivtlhr 

: - . .L™  UvruKl-  .It  r ■,|'  lUlfc-iruftY.ili.  /I-T^-  it  indium  dwt  rtfi /^mlhinCMdumnJ  ► 


16  ALBANIA 


BANIA  THE  TIMES  FRIDAVj^RCH  21 199_ 

Helicopter  gunships  shadow  dawn  mission  across  mountains  to  answerSQS 
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Secret  operation 
by  special  forces 
rescues  orphans 


WHAT  ended  in  the  dramatic 
special  forces  rescue  of  the 
staff  and  children  of  a belea- 
guered British-run  orphanage 
in  southern  Albania  began  for 
me  with  a strange  phone  call 
on  Wednesday  evening.  As  I 
ate  supper  in  a hotel  in  Tirana 
a waitress  handed  me  a 
mobile  phone.  The  voice  on 
the  other  aid  was  that  of  a 
British  major  I had  met  in  the 
army  ten  years  ago. 

‘‘Hello.'’  he  said,  “have  you 
got  a car  and  might  you  be 
able  to  drive  it  for  us?"  I said  I 
would  see  what  I could  do. 

There  were  several  prob- 
lems. first  I had  no  car  and 
would  have  to  acquire  one  — 
difficult  as  it  was  curfew  in  a 
capital  already  tense  after  the 
unrest  of  the  past  two  weeks.  A 
loyal  friend  asked  few  ques- 
tions and  instead  gave  me  the 
keys  and  documents  to  her 


Anthony  Loyd  reports  how  he 
left  Tirana  in  a borrowed  car  to 
help  to  save  22  children  at  a 
British-run  orphanage 


rented  Hertz  car.  a four-door 
Volvo. 

Two  men  appeared  in  die 
foyer  cradling  holdalls  and 
dressed  in  civilian  clothes,  and 
after  picking  up  a couple  more 
mm,  we  arrived  at  the  British 
Embassy.  “Got  life  insurance, 
have  you?"  asked  one  soldier 
grinning,  it  was  about  all  1 
had  got — even  the  Volvo’s  fuel 
tank  was  as  good  as  empty. 

The  group  introduced  them- 
selves by  their  first  names  and 
the  major  explained  die 
problem.  I had  guessed  the 
logistical  situation  must  have 


Children  are  ‘last 
Britons  to  leave9 


By  Anthony  Loyd 


BRITISH  special  forces 
backed  by  helicopters  yester- 
day mounted  a successful 
operation  to  snatch  29  child- 
ren and  staff  from  an  orphan- 
age in  southern  Albania  that 
was  in  danger  of  bang  over- 
whelmed by  fighting  as  the 
region  slid  into  a new  wave  of 
internecine  conflict 
Though  they  had  originally 
rejected  an  offer  by  the  British 
Embassy  to  evacuate  them 
last  week,  Mike  and  Judy 
Smith,  the  two  62-yearoId 
Britons  running  the  House  of 
Hope;  were  forced  by  the 
revived  level  of  conflict  to 
request  evacuation  on  Wed- 
nesday evening.  They  said 


that  gunfire  was  hitting  the 
stone  building  and  threaten- 
ing die  lives  of  the  children. 

The  Smiths  and  then- 
charges  were  at  a safe  house 
near  the  embassy  last  night 
recovering  from  the  ordeal, 
and  awaiting  confirmation  of 
asylum  in  Britain,  which  they 
insist  shall  be  only  until  the 
rebellion  ends  and  they  can 
return  to  Elbasan. 

“This  now  completes  the 
operation  for  the  evacuation 
of  British.  Irish  and  Com- 
monwealth nationals  who 
want  to  leave  Albania."  said 
Captain  Graham  Wiltshire, 
temporary  British  defence  at- 
tach€ to  Tirana. 


been  fairly  desperate  if  they 
needed  to  call  in  a journalist 
with  a borrowed  car,  but  1 
could  never  have  guessed  how 
fraught  with  difficulties  their 
mission  was. 

In  die  last  three  days  die 
situation  in  southern  and  east- 
ern Albania  had  deteriorated 
rapidly.  Following  an  ultima- 
tum by  rebels  for  President 
Berisha  to  resign  by  yesterday 
or  fece  possible  attack  in 
Tirana,  many  provincial 
towns,  some  of  them  previous- 
ly untouched  by  violence,  be- 
came tom  by  gangland  fights. 

In  Elbasan.  38  miles  south 
of  Tirana,  the  situation  had 
become  especially  bad.  The 
vendetta  killing  of  a youth  in 
the  town  on  Tuesday  had 
acted  as  a catalyst  for  escalat- 
ing violence  in  which  the 
police,  equipped  with  tanks 
and  apparently  loyal  to  no 
outside  authority,  joined  an 
internecine  fight  among  local 
mafia  gangs  whose  arsenal 
had  been  supplemented  with 
captured  military  weapons. 

There  was  an  orphanage  for 
22  Albanian  children  in  the 
centre  of  it  all.  run  by  a British 
couple.  Mike  and  Judy  Smith, 
together  with  a Dutch  lady 
Joanda  Van  Sloten  and  a 
small  Albanian  staff.  The  or- 
phans included  victims  of 
child  abuse  and  the  aban- 
doned offspring  of  prostitutes 
and  emigrants.  The  eldest 
child  was  eight  years  old.  the 
youngest  three  months. 

Though  the  Smiths,  who 
have  been  in  Albania  for  four 
years,  had  last  week  rejected 


John  Smith  from  Swansea  holds  one  of  the  Albanian  orphans  rescued  from  Elbasan  in  a mission  by  a team  of  British  special  forces 


tile  offer  of  evacuation  — as 
they  wanted  to  remain  with 
their  charges  — the  sudden 
worsening  of  the  situation 
made  their  position  untena- 
ble. By  Wednesday  evening 
the  town  was  degenerating 
into  anarchy,  with  bullets 
from  gun  battles  striking  the 
orphanage  walls.  The  Smiths 
rang  the  British  Embassy  in 
Tirana  at  830pm  and  asked 
for  help. 

The  mission  was  cleared  by 
London,  leaving  the  tiny 
group  of  British  soldiers  in  the 
embassy  with  the  unenviable 
task  of  getting  into  Elbasan  by 
dawn,  and  out  again  safely  to 
Tirana  with  22  children,  three 
expatriate  staff  and  four  Alba- 
nian girls.  The  troops  had  two 
vehicles  at  their  disposal,  a 
Land  Rover  and  a mini-bus: 
hence  the  need  for  the  rented 
Volvo. 

We  were  to  go  in  at  dawn  in 
the  three  cars,  reach  the 
orphanage,  fill  our  vehicles 


and  two  additional  ones 
owned  by  the  Smith's  with  the 
staff  and  children,  and  drive 
out  again  for  the  90-minute 
journey  bade  through  the  con- 
tested acme  to  Tirana.  Two 
British  Chinook  helicopters. 


C Although  the 
stakes  still 
appeared  to  be 
enormous,  there 
was  simply  no 
alternative  9 


converted  to  gunShips.  wailed 
among  hills  near  Elbasan  as  a 
Quick  Reaction  Force  to  deal 
with  any  opposition  and  10 
airlift  us  out  if  the  road  option 
failed.  Although  the  stakes 
seemed  enormous,  there  was 


no  alternative:  the  dock  was 
ticking  against  the  orphans’ 
fortunes. 

A soldier  took  me  aside  and 
briefed  me  od  the  use  of  their 
weapons  and  equipment, 
which  i remembered  from  my 
army  service,  in  case  push 
came  to  shove.'  . 

We  departed  at  Sam.  “If  1 
buy  it,  for  God's  sake  tell  my 
wife  l never  loved  her,”  one  of 
the  soldiers  joked  as  we  moved 
off.  snaking  southwards  into 
the  darkness  along  a crum- 
bling road  that  climbed 
through  dense  fog  and  forest 
At  one  point  a large  Albanian 
police  convoy  emerged 
through  the  murk  towards  us. 
But  it  passed  us  without 
incident  As  dawn  shed  its  first 
light  we  broke  through  the 
mist.  Elbasan  lay  beneath  us 
in  a waterlogged  valley. 

The  early  hour,  driving  rain 
and  cold  had  lent  us  advan- 
tage. Yet  as  we  entered  the 
town,  the  veneer  of  peace  was 


punctured  by  the  sight  of 
tanks  marked  “Police",  • sta- 
tioned at  road  junctions  on  the 
empty  streets;  and  soon  the 
distant  sound  of  automatic  fire 
rippled  into  the  quiet. 

“You  people  certainly  get 
some  jobs,”  said  Judy  Smith 
as  we  backed  the  vehicles  into 
the  orphange's  courtyard  and 
the  troops,  jackets  concealing 


chest  webbing,  moved  off  to 
guard  the  buuding.  Tiny  fig- 


ures walked  out  into  the 
daylight,  grinning  at  the  new- 
ly arrived  men  as  tire  staff 
flustered  around  them  pulling 
jackets  over  childrens’  obsti- 
nate arms. 

“It’s  got  worse  .and  worse 
here.”  Judy  Smith  added.  “It 
began  last  week  and  then 
quietened  until  two  days  ago 
when  die  fighting  started 
again.  Bullets  have  been 
spraying  around  us." 

With  minimaLfuss  the  child- 
ren and  staff  were  loaded  Into 
the  vehicles.  We  pulled  out  of 


the  gates,  now  a convoy  of  five, 
and  headed  back  out  of  the 
wakening  town  before  its 
people  realised  the  presence  of 
die  strangers  among  them- 

I turned  to  look  past  ihe 
soldier  beside  me  at  the  back- 
seat of  the  Volvo:  four  small 
faces  met  my  gaze,  the  arm  of 
a young  Albanian  child  mind- 
er around  their  shoulders. 
None  of  them  looked  bad;  at 
-the  town. 

.The  helicopters  shadowed 
our  route,  finally  lifting  away 
as  we  entered  Tirana.  The 
embassy  road  was  as  deserted 
as  when  we.  left  it  little  over 
three  hours  previously. 

“Smooth  one,"  a soldier 
said,  as  the  .major  entered  the 
room.  Another  trooper  entered 
looking  worried.  “Er.  Boss." 
he  said.  TWo  of  .those  kids 
upstairs'  1 "they  need  their 
nappies  changing”.  ’. 
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‘Nuclear  material  smuggled 
to  Italy  in  refugee  exodus’ 
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PIER  LUIGI  V1GNA,  Italy's 
top  anti-Mafia  prosecutor, 
yesterday  held  a summit  in 
Bari  of  police  chiefs  from  the 
main  southern  towns  on  how 
to  tackle  the  crime  wave 
which  has  followed  the  influx 
of  well  over  10,000  Albanian 
refugees,  including  the  report- 


ed smuggling  of  radioactive 
material  from  Albania  for  sale 
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material  from  Albania  for  sale 
on  the  “black"  arms  market 

Officials  said  ten  “contain- 
ers of  radioactive  material” 
had  been  stolen  last  Sunday 
by  Albanians  looting  a “mili- 
tary-related installation"  — 
believed  to  be  an  arms  factory 
— at  ffier,  near  Tirana.  Offici- 
als declined  to  confirm  that 
the  smuggled  consignment 
consisted  of  uranium  or 
weapons-grade  plutonium. 
"But  we  are  not  talking  about 
radioactive  waste"  one  offi- 
cial said- 

Gozetta  del  Sud,  published 
in  Calabria,  quoted  Italian 
secret  service  sources  as  say- 
ing die  missing  radioactive 
material  was  “in  the  Otranto 
area",  and  had  been  smug- 
gled in  on  one  of  the  comman- 
deered Albanian  naval  vessels 
that  have  arrived  in  southern 
Italy  in  the  past  week.  The 
report  said  the  material  was 
“very  dangerous”  if  not  han- 


dled properly.  Gazetta  del 
Mezzogiomo,  published  in 
Bari,  raid  the  midear  materi- 
al had  been  smuggled  by 
Albanian  gangsters,  who  had 
a trade  record  of  smuggling 
with  the  Italian  Mafia 
In  November  last  year, 
police  at  Brindisi  intercepted 
a boat  from  Albania  and 
seized  four  kilograms  of  liq- 
uid mercury,  apparently  de- 
signed for  weapons  manu- 
facture. In  June.  1995,  a ship 
with  uranium  on  board  was 
reported  to  have  sunk  near 
Otranto,  and  the  Finance 
Police  seized  a consignment 


Vigna:  crisis  talks  on 
growing  crime  wave 


of  white  mercury  from  a 
Vlore- registered  ship:  Refu- 
gees at  Bari  said  that  they  had 
seen  Italian  mafiosi  buying 
Kalashnikovs  and  other 
weapons  from  Albanians. 

A police  spokesman  in  Lec- 
ce said  southern  Italian  ports 
had  become  a “gateway  to 
Europe"  for  smuggled  goods. 
“We  have  tried  to  raise  the 
alarm,  but  no  one  listens. 
They  will  listen  when  it’s  too 
late."  he  raid.  The  spokesman 
said  high-quality  cannabis 
was  being  grown  for  export  in 
greenhouses  near  Vlore 

“So  much  marijauana  has 
arrived  in  Italy  in  the  past  few 
days  that  the  street  price  has 
dropped  dramatically,"  he 
said.  “There  is  also  a huge 
trade  in  human  beings.  Many 
of  the  Albanian  women  com- 
ing to  Italy  end  up  as  prosti- 
tutes under  Mafia  control." 

Meanwhile,  the  Italian  For- 
eign Ministry  denied  reports 
that  Paolo  Foresti,  the  Ambas- 
sador to  Tirana  for  the  past 
three  years,  was  about  to  be 
replaced.  A spokesman  said 
Signor  Foresti  had  been  ap- 
pointed Italy’s  Ambassador  to 
the  Western  European  Union 
(WEU),  but  would  remain  in 
Tirana  until  the  present  crisis 
was  resolved. 


From  Tom  Walker 
IN  TIRANA 


ANT  TO 
EAR  IN  A 


ALBANIA'S  new  Government 
has  asked  the  European 
Union  for  $150  million  (£94 
million)  ro  help  to  ease  its 
balance  of  payments  deficit. 
Ministry  of  Finance  officials  in 
the  country  raid  yesterday.  It 
also  wants  $60  million  to 
begin  reconstructing  its  shat- 
tered tax,  finance  and  customs 
structure. 

The  country  is  virtually 
incapable  of  raising  any 
money.  There  are  no  customs 
offices  — so  trucks  that  man-  ( 
age  to  cross  the  border  pay  no 
tax  — and  mechanisms  for 
taxing  the  population  have  all 
but  disappeared. 

The  sources  also  had  some 
bad  news  for  southern  rebels 
in  Gjirokaster,  who  two  days 
ago  stole  the  state  treasury 
safe  but  have  been  unable  to 
dynamite  it  open.  “I’m  afraid 
it’s  empty,"  said  an  official. 

There  was  relative  calm  in 
Tirana,  the  capital,  yesterday, 
and  a deadline  set  by  the 
rebels  for  the  resignation  of 
President  Berisha  passed 
without  comment.  The  rebels, 
led  by  Agim  Gozhita,  a former 
army  general,  will  meet  today 
in  Tepelene  to  discuss  their 
next  move. 


Wilde  Films  PLC  is  offering 750,000  of  its  shares  for 
subscription  under  die  Enterprise  Investment  Scheme  OEIS1}  to 
finance  an  up  and  coming  British  feature  film  based  on  the  play 
"An  Ideal  Husband'  by  Oscar  Wilde,  The  minimum 
investment  is  1000  "B*  ordinary  shares  of  50p  each  at  a price  of 
£l  per  share,  {minimum  invessmem  - £[000] 
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sweeps 

Jewish 


From  Christopher  Walker  in  bethlehem 


> 


THE  streets  of  biblical  Bethle- 
hem were  filled  yesterday  with 
clouds  of  tear  gas  and  the  crack 
of  rubber  bullets  as  hundreds 
of  Palestinians  stormed  Israeli 
troops  guarding  the  tomb 
where  the  Matriarch  Rachel 
was  burial  after- dying  while 
giving  birth  to  Benjamin. 

The  students,  armed  with 
stones  and  home-made 
bombs,  were  staging  what 
was  billed  as  the  first  of  many 
street  protests  against  Israel’s 
decision  to  send  in  bulldozers 
to  begin  construction  at  near- 
by Har  Homa,  where  a settle- 
ment for  32.000  Jews  is  being 
built  on  land  annexed  by 
Israel  after  the  1967  war. 

"This  is  just  a small  fore- 
taste of  what  is  tp  come," 
claimed  one  Palestinian  jour- 
nalist as  the  chanting 
demonstators  burst  through 
lines  of  Palestinian  police  in 
the  self-rule  town  which  over- 
looks the  contested  hillside  of 
Har  Homa. 

About  150  Israeli  troops 
defended  the  tomb  after  mov- 
ing Jewish  worshippers  and 
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dosing  the  area  to  pre-Easter 
tourists  At  Har  Homa.  about 
two  miles  from  the  fighting 
which  left  three  Palestinians 
wounded  and  20  overcome  by 
gas.  Yitzhak  Mordechai.  Isra- 
el’s Defence  Minister,  issuai  a 
warning  to  the  Palestinians 
about  the  consequences  of 
exploiting  today’s  noon  pray- 
ers in  the  mosques.  He  spoke 
out  because  he  said  dial  Israel 
had  received  intelligence  re- 
ports that  violent  protests 
were  being  planned  to  follow 
the  Friday  prayer  sessions. 

The  fury  and  frustration  of 
the  Palestinians  was  tangible 
on  the  streets.  “JabaJ  Abu 
Ghneim.  we  are  coming  to 
liberate  you."  shouted  the 
crowd,  referring  to  the  Arabic 
name  for  Har  Homa.  As  the 
dashes  continued  for  three 
hours,  both  the  Palestinian 
police  and  Israeli  troops  — 
who  unusually  used  water 
cannon  — had  to  rush  in 
reinforcements. 

“We  gave  the  Israeli  Gov- 
ernment a chance  for  peace, 
but  they  blew  it,"  said  one  of 


the  protesters.  Mohammed 
Takatka.  “We  want  to  show 
them  that  we  can  respond  and 
we  are  still  a nation."  Al- 
though Bethlehem  has  been 
handed  over  to  the  Palestine 
Liberation  Organisation.  Isra- 
el remains  in  charge  of  the 
heavily  fortified  tomb  Dn  tts 
outskirts.  , _ 

The  anger  of  the  Palesnn- 
ians  was  intensified  by  reports 
that,  under  cover  of  darkness, 
five  Jewish  families  had 
moved  into  apartments  in  an 
Arab  house  in  Silwan,  another 
part  of  annexed  east  Jerusa- 
lem. which  hardline  Jews 
claim  as  part  of  the  biblical 
dty  of  David. 

The  office  of  _ Bmyamin 
Netanyahu,  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter. denied  that  he  had  given 
his  blessing  to  the  move,  but  a 
senior  supporter  of  his  coali- 
tion, Han  an  Porat  of  the 
National  Religious  Parry,  was 
m hand  to  supervise  the  3am 
arrival  of  the  Jews  to  take  up 
residence  in  the  mainly  Pales- 
tinian neighbourhood. 

Amin  Sian,  a Palestinian 


resident  of  Silwan,  situated 
below  the  walls  of  the  Old  City 
of  Jerusalem,  said:  “1  think  the 
Jews  want  to  take  the  whole  of 
Jerusalem.  Already  there  are 
about  400  who  have  moved 
into  houses  here."  The  Silwan 
settlers  claimed  that  they  had 
legitimately  purchased  the 

house.  . 

As  what  Israeli  papers  nave 
termed  "the  battle  for  Jerusa- 
lem” gathers  pace,  Yasstr 
Arafat  delivered  an  angry 
speech  to  the  Palestinian  Leg- 
islative Council  in  Gaza.  “Isra- 
el must  know  it  cannot  play 
with  the  issue  of  Jerusalem.” 
he  said.  “Without  Jerusalem, 
the  capital  of  Palestine,  there 
will  be  no  peace  in  the  world.” 

As  Arab-Israeli  tension 
mounted.  Israeli  warplanes 
struck  deep  into  Lebanon, 
hitting  targets  manned  by  the 
Iranian-backed  Hezbollah. 
Lebanese  security  sources  said 
that  the  attack  near  the  village 
of  Hermel.  five  miles  from  the 
Syrian  border,  was  the  first 
since  the  1982  Israeli  invasion 
of  Lebanon. 
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Digital  II 
‘safe’ 
phones 
cracked 

From  Bronwen  Maddox  J ^ 

IN  WASHINGTON  1 t 

I ^ 

HOPES  that  the  new  genera-  c 
non  of  cellular  telephones  1 

would  be  safe  from  eavesdrop-  < 
ping  were  smashed  yesterday  i 
when  technical  experts  crack-  I l 

ed  the  electronic  code  designed 

to  protect  privacy.  ' 

The  warning  that  digital  l 

phones  may  be  no  more  secure  ] 
than  the  old  analogue  variety  i 

was  greeted  with  alarm  yester-  I i 
day.  In  the  past  two  years.  : 
public  figures  and  business 
people  have  bought  digital 
phones  in  the  belief  that  they 
would  protect  them  from  em- 
barrassing interceptions- 
The  lack  of  security  of 
analogue  calls  was  imjjrmied  I 
on  every  celebrity's  rrnnd  by  I 
tapes  of  calls  made  by  the 
Prince  of  Wales  and  Diana,  |- 
Princess  of  Wales.  In  Decern-  I 
ber,  a Florida  couple  also 

caused  Newt  Gingrich,  Speak- 
er of  the  House  of  Represent- 
tives.  bugs  embarrassment  by  | 

taping  a call  in  which  he 

plotted  tactics  with  colleagues. 

Mr  Gingrich's  expenence 
revealed  that  thousands  ot 
privateindividuals  in  America  I 

had  bought  police  .scanning 
equipment,  which  is  widely 

available,  in  order  to  overhear 

private  calls. 

Then  yesterday  two  comput- 
er security  analysts  Mid  a 
university  researcher  who  set 
out  to  test  the  new  digital 

phones'  security  .said  that  the 
digital  code  could  be  broken  m 
minutes  by  anyone  with  teste 

technical  skills  and  a powerful 

home  computer. 

Their  claim  is  a blow  to  the 
new  digital  networks 
ine  up  across  the  US.  lne 
success  of  the  “hackers”  does 
not  yet  affect  the 
digital  cellular  system,  known 
, 35  GSM,  which  has  much 
tougher  security. 


UN  plan 
for  bigger 
council 

New  York:  The  president  of 
rite  United  Nations  General 
Assembly  yesterday  offered  a 
compromise  proposal  to  en- 
large the  ISnation  Security 

Council  to  24  seats  incorporat- 
ing new  permanent  and  non- 

permanent  members.  . 

After  extensive  consultation 

with  UN  members.  Rarah 
Ismail  of  Malaysia  proposed- 
that  five  new  states  should 
become  permanent  members 
of  the  Security  Council  and 
four  new  non-permanent 
members  should  be  included. 

Iraq  gets  food  j 

Baghdad:  Lorries  carrying 

I' tick  peas,  beans  and  vegeta- 
te ofl— the  first  ftwd  bought 

ith  limp  oil  under  a UN  hu- 
anitarian  deal 
iree  months  after  Baghdad 
sumed  ofl  exports.  (AFP) 

Shipyard  claim 

Warsaw:  As  demonstrations 
ontinued  against  the  threat-  j 
ned  closure  of  the  Gdansk  I 
hipyard,  the  Polish  Pome 
tf  inister  said  he  believed  he 
ould  save  2.000  of  the  yards 
L600  remaining  jobs.  (AP) 

Surprise  exit 

Hamilton:  David  SauL  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Bermuda, 
has  resigned  unexpectedly. 
Mr  SauL  57.  said  he  had 
achieved  the  objectives  he  set 
when  he  became  leader  in 
August  1995.  (AP)  \ 

‘Spiderman’  held 

Kuala  Lumpur  A Frenchman 
known  as  “Spiderman  was 
arrested  60  floora  «P  J* 

world’s  taltetbuilding  the 

L482.61ft  Pemmas  Twin 
Towers-  He  faces  a year  in 
pH.  (AFP) 
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If  you  cant 


interior’ 


you’re  a 
Nobody,; 


Forget 
sun-dried 
tomatoes, 
the  new 
big 

thing  is 
decorating 


Technicolor  dream:  from  London  to  Glasgow,  the  coolest  interiors  are  the  ones  with  the  most  vibrant  cokrar  schemes 


We  all  know  the 
feeling,  because 
if  it  hasn't  al- 
ready happened 
to  you.  it  has  almost  certainly 
happened  to  someone  you 
know.  You  come  home  and 
open  the  front  door  to  be 
confronted  by  that  chilling 
vision  of  rooms  which  have 
been  stripped  bare:  not  a TV 
set  or  video  recorder  left:  no 
furniture;  all  your  favourite 
knick-knacks  gone;  theyVe 
even  taken  die  carpets.  And 
then  the  icy  truth  dawns.  An 
interior  decorator  has  been  in 
your  flat  You  have  become  a 
minimalist. 

But  if  you  don’t  like  the  look, 
don't  worry.  Unless  you  are 
Ranulph  Fiennes  and  are  feel- 
ing homesick  for  the  South 
Pole,  there  is  no  compulsion  to 
paint  and  upholster  absolutely 
everything  in  white.  You  dont 


have  to  stick  with  minimalism 
any  more  than  you  have  to 
stick  with  wearing  only 
Versace  or  Karan  every  day.  If 
tomorrow  you  want  to  switch 
to  “Moroccan  ethnic",  there 
are  a dozen  books  to  advise 
you  how  to  magic  np  the  mood 
of  Marrakesh  in  Morden. 

Food?  Oh,  forget  it  Stop 
flying  to  Tuscany  every  week- 
end to  buy  rare  farmhouse 
olive  oil  that  nobody  else  has 
heard  of.  The  world  has 
turned.  Well-off  thirty- 
somethings  who  already  own 
12  Armam  suits,  a Bulthaup 
kitchen,  have  memorised  die 
River  Cafe  Cookbook  and  own 
a larder  full  of  ingredients  they 
can’t  pronounce  without  tak- 
ing Berlitz  classes,  have  found 
a new  craze  they  can  whine 
about  over  dinner  and  spend 
their  bonuses  on:  decorating. 

Go  take  a look  in  your  local 


Waterstone*s:  it  has  been 
turned  over  to  decorating 
manuals.  The  Conran  Shop  in 
London  brims  every  Saturday 
morning  with  people  who 
were  weaned  on  The  Face  and 
ID:  these  people  not  only  know 
the  difference  between  Jasper 
Morrison  and  Tom  Dixon, 
they  care. 

Whenever  a shop  site  has 
fallen  vacant  over  the  past  few 
years  in  chi-chi  Nofting  Hill, 
in  west  London,  a fancy  bou- 
tique has  opened  the  next 
morning.  But  die  noisiest  ar- 
rivals have  been  shops  selling 
expensive  modem  furniture. 

Once  we  were  grateful  for 
those  sensible  decorating  tips 
you  got  from  Reader *s  Digest 
(Example:  "Don’t  scumble  in 
public  it’s  rude").  Later, 
World  of  Interiors  and  Elle 
Decoration  provided  ideas  for 
enthusiastic  do-it-yourselfers 


and  voyeuristic  entertainment 
for  armchair  decorators,'  then 
a few  months  ago  the  maga- 
zine Wallpaper  — subtitled 
The  Modem  Homemaker  — 
entered  our  lives,  edited  by  the 
tastefully  named  Canadian 
style  journalist  Tyler  Brule. 

Brilile,  long-time  partner  of 
the  shoe  designer  Patrick  Cox. 
says  interior  design  is  being 
taken  more  seriously  because 
people  aren’t  looking  at  prop- 
erty as  a way  of  making  a ■ 
quick  buck  but  as  the  cocoon 
in  which  they  will  be  spending 
the  next  decade  of  their  lives. 
His  target  market  is  women, 
gay  men  and  rich  City  types, 
but  the  fascination  with  interi- 
ors has  spread  far.  far  wider. 

We  are  all  interior  decora- 
tors now.  So  what  if  same  new 
shop  in  Brewer  Street  sells  the 
best  prosciutto  in  England? 
Just  tell  us  who  hand-mixed 


All  things  precious 

come  in 

small  quantities 

Darjeeling  tea.  Grown  in  the  foothills  of 
the  Himalayas  and  nurtured  by  the  cool 
and  moist  climate  of  the  sloping  terrain, 

Darjeeling  Teas  are  considered  exclusive 
by  connoisseurs  the  world  over. 

While  India  produces  40%  of  the 
world’s  black  teas,  Darjeeling  accounts  for 
only  3%.  Ideal  soil  conditions, 

the  right  amount  of  rainfall 

and  the  very  air  the  bushes  breathe  give 
Darjeeling  teas  the  finest  and  most  delicate  aroma. 

The  ultimate  luxury  — a delicious  cup  of  Darjeeling  - 
with  a slice  of  lemon  or  just  a drop  of  milk.  For  people 
who  like  that  ‘unbeatable  flavour’  in  their  cup,, 
only  100%  Darjeeling  will  do. 

In  the  good  old  days  Darjeeling  tea  was  a rare  commodity.  Today  it  is  available 
in  quality  stores  in  attractive  chestlets,  tins  or  packets  - loose  leaf  or  tea  bags. 

And  to  be  sure  you  are  drinking  the  real  thing,  look  for  the  Darjeeling  Logo 
on  the  pack  — chat  is  our  seal  of  approval  and 
your  guarantee  of  quality. 

For  more  information  write  to: 

Tea  Board  of  India, 

India  House, 

Aldwych,  London WC2. 

India  Tea 

perfect  anytime 


that  authentic  18th-century 
emulsion  in  your  hall. 

Decorating  is  suddenly  hrp- 
per  than  sex — and  by  decorar- 
ing  we  dont  mean  putting  up 
bookshelves  you  bought  from 
Homebase.  We  mean  a care- 
fully thought-out  room  plan 
that  makes  a nod  to  Mies  van 
der  Rohe,  but  is  at  the  same 
time  undercut  with  a hint  of 
knowing  irony  — the  sort  that 
says:  “Hey.  I know  God  is  in 
the  details,  so  when  f invite 
people  over  to  dinner  I tell 
people  what  shade  of  sofa  they 
will  be  sitting  on  so  that  all  the 
colours  dont  jar.” 

Today  we  measure  out  our 
lives  not  in  coffee  spoons  but  in 
Ame  Jacobsen  “Ant"  chairs. 
The  coolest  interiors  in 
London  and  Manchester  and 
Glasgow  have  become  so 
plagued  with  Day-Glo  col- 
oured Ant  chairs  that  when 
the  backlash  comes  we  will 
need  to  bring  in  Reniokil  to 
deal  with  the  infestation. 

You  find  Modernism  too 
bleak?  There’s  roam  for  you, 
too.  Experiment  with  tradi- 
tionally made  paints.  This 
week  die  specialist  paint-mak- 
er Farrow  & Ball  launched  a 
new  collection  of  striped  wall- 
papers in  all  the  96  colours 
from  its  National  Trust  and 
Archive  paint  ranges  (using 
run-of-the-mill  Dulux  emul- 
sion is  like  still  using  dried 
tomatoes  in  the  kitchen).  The 
new  wallpapers  are  produced 
in  “the  traditional  19th-century 
way"  and  cost  £26.95  a roll. 

Apart  from  all  the  new 
decorating  books,  the  surest 
sign  that  interior  decorating 
has  supplanted  food  as  Brit- 
ain's newest  armchair  hobby 
are  the  TV  programmes  devot- 
ed to  the  subject  BBC  2"s 
Home  Front  draws  audiences 


falling  sick  because  you  have 
put  everything  in  an  inauspi- 
cious place.  Consult  a feng 
shui  expert  first 
Feng  shui-  is  an  oriental 
system  of  arranging  furniture 
so  as  to  improve  your  chances 
of  bring  healthy,  happy  and 
rich.  Bi§  in  America 1 — Donald 
Trump  uses  it.  The  reason  you 
haven't  heard  about  it  already 
is  that  you  have  been  posi- 
tioned in  the  wrong  place  — 
namely  Europe. 


Fi 


| or  those  of  yon  who 
have  not  realised  that 
a trend  has  been 
growing  around  your 
feet  here  are  some  decorating 
tips  gleaned  from  the  latest 
manuals  to  get  you  over  the 
initial  hump  of  ignorance  at 
your  next  dinner  party. 

Tribal  is  fashionable  right 
now,  but  be  careful:  a person 
who  is  convinced  he  is  living  in 
a Victorian  terrace  house  in 
Fulham  will  be  upset  to  find 
that  his  neighbour’s  house  has 
been  turned  into  something 
homely  enough  for  a family  of 
Masai  tribesmen. 

Don’t  let  toddlers  dictate 
}xrur  decor,  unless  you  are 
prepared  to  live  with  walls  in  a 
wipe-clean  orangey-brown 
and  a flecked  carpet  that 
already  looks  as  if  it  is  studded 
with  squashed  raisins. 

Study  kitchen  design  books 
and  then  yourself:  can  1 count 


• FafriX  by  John  • 

StitdifiCr^rances  Lincoln 

£25) 

» Paper  Magic  by  lane 
Gortkm-Claik,  (Frances 
Lincoln  £18.95) 

• Decorating  Mdgrcby 
John  Sutdiife  (Frances  - 
Lincoln  £18.95) 

9 Pamt  Magic  by 
jocasta  limes,  (Frances 
Lincoln  £20) 

9 ' Instant  Decorating 
by  Stewart  Walton  and 
Elizabeth  Wilhide, 
(Conran  Octopus  £10.99) 
•The  NewApartment 
BookXty  MjaieJe  Michael, 
(Aurum  £16.95) 

• The  Ultimate  Interior 

■Designer  by  Ruth  Pretty, 
(Cassd  £2Q) 

• Decorating 
Entrances,  Stairways  and 


SJB5SSV-  . 

• The  Art  of  Kitchen  _ . 

Design  by Johnny  Grey, 
(Cassd  £18.99) 

. #j:ewn  McC/oudVr 
DecoratingBoo*’  (Darling 
Kindersky  £2230) 

-•  The  Complete  Horn* 

. Decorating  Bookjty 
‘ Nicholas  Barnard, 

(Darling  Kindeisley£19.99) 

•Modem  Hope  by  - 
\ John  Welsh,  (Phaktan  £40)  - 

• 9Tntde Secrets:  , . : 

Joazsto/rtrtes,(rnoenjx 

: £12.99). 

• Painted  Furniture:  . 

/ocasfa/nws,  (Mnradi 

Beasley  £14.99) 

• California  Cottages^  ’• 

fc»y  Diane  Dorians  Sacks.  \ 

(Chronicle  Books  ------ 

£22.99) 


• Justin  Meath  Baker 
and  Christopher  Neville; 
working  as  Baker 
NcriUe^-ji 
Cobden  Dinitig  Clut 

•Chore  Nelson  — 
restaurant  and  domestic 
interior  design.  . 
recognised  for  her  gilded 
surfaces 

• Jenny  Arndt  — 

wffpnqtf  tHiStf? 

• Charles  Rutherford 

—one  of  new  breed  who 
combines  architecture, 
design  and  decoration 

• Mary  Fox  listen  — 
exceptionally  experienced. 

• Emfly  Todfmnfcr — 
popular  here  and  "abroad 

• KefiyHoppcnr-  J. 
popularised  smart  ethic- 

• Mafoom  Beckett— 
Sohostyle  loft  designer: . 


• Chunky  50s  coloured 
glassware 

•Anything  by  Charles 
Eaznes,  eg,  butterfly  chair, 
Vola  taps.cutiery  (must 
be  the  real  thing) 

• SMEG  AMerkan  . 
stainlesssted  fridges 

• Donna  Karan  scented 
candles 

• L&rgefish  tanks 

containing  tropical  fish ' : 

■ •Tom  Dixon  furniture 
and  lighting  y 

• Electric  “Hampton 

Beach-style"  bar  blenders 

• Gucd  alarm  clocks 

•American  electric 
juicers  ; . j.. 

• MujiJapanese 
storage  containers  in 
cardboard  or  plastic  ; 

',•  Fake  suede  or  animal 
skin,  especially  zebra 

• Anything  in  brightly 
coloured  felt 


• Purvcs&Furyes.BO.  . .. 
81  & 83  Tottenham  Court 
Road,  W1  (0171-580  8223>  ... 

, • Space;  214  Westfaoure 
Grove.  Wll  (0171-229  6533) 
•TomTom  70s 
Furniture;  42  New 
Compton  St,  WC2  (0171-  - 
2407909)  - 

• Aram  Design  3 Kean 
St,WC2(0171-24O3033L.  ; 

• 20th  Century  Design: 
274  Upper  St,  N1  (0171-288 
1996) 

• Viaduct;  1 Summers 
St,  ECI  (0171-Z78  8456) . . 

• Mafhmos;I79  Duty  f 
Lane.  WC2  (0171-4046605) 


•Egg  36  Kim  teflon  St, 

SW1  (9171-2359315)  - 

• Central;  33-35  Little.  _ _ : 
Clarendon  St.  Oxford  . . C: 
(01865311141) 

•Nioe.Houre;  83A 
Candle 
(0141-248 

• Lloyd  Davies;  14  John  r- 

DaltanJSt,  ManchKter  _ . _ 
(0160677277)1-  ~ /r. 

•Both  Caban  Kfcxri. . 

and  Pradaare  planning  to 
open  homeware  stops 
m.tiie  UK  before  the  aid  of 
ftas  year  - 

byCetia  Gopdrick- 

ci  ' 


on  my  greengrocer  to  supply 
me  with  tile  perfectly  shaped, 
shiny  fruit  all  top  kftriiens 
have  on  display? 

There  is  a fashion  for  bold 
geometric  paint  schemes  — a 
cross  between  retnhftada  and 
Bridget  Riley,  irs  cheaper  to 
stick  with  your  current  decor 
and  drink  heavily  instead. 
Four  large  whiskies  produce 
tiie  same  visual  effect  at  con- 
siderably less  cost 

Interior  design  is 
work  out  what  you  can. 

You  do  this  by  dividing  the  size 


of  your  mortgage  by  six.  This 
gives  you  a budget  that  you 
can  be  confident  wifi  make 
interior  decorators  shriek  with 
amused  derision. 

If  you’rejustrabomto  jump 
on  tothe  decorating  bandwag- 
on. remember  that  in  the 
world  oflifestyletrends.  “allis- 
fhre.  nothing  is  stationary",  as 
the  great  design  guru  Heracli- 
tus said.  To  tiie  groovy  kids, 
inferiortfecorating  is  already 
itch  to  move  on. 
Probably  do-it- 
yourself  invasive  surgery. 


‘It’s  cheaper 
to  keep 
your  old 
decor  and 
drink  a lot 
instead’ 


of  four  million.  It  has  been 
joined  by  Changing  Rooms  — 
a cross  between  Blind  Date 
and  Candid  Camera,  in 
which  people  redecorate  their 
neighbour^  house  with  the 
help  of  an  interior  designer. 

In  the  pipeline  for  May  is 
Real  Rooms,  on  BBC1:  deco- 
rating hit  squads  descend  on  a 
house  and  give  it  a makeover. 

You  still  think  interior  deco- 
rating is  just  for  the  rich  or  the 
effete?  Then  look  out  for 
Challenge  CTieggers,  a pro- 
gramme scheduled  to  go  out 
on  BBCl  at  9.20am  every 
morning  from  this  autumn.  In 
this,  Keith  Chegwin  and  his 
band  of  decorators  and  gar- 
deners will  descend  on  an 
unsuspecting  street  every 
week  and  give  it  a facelift. 

What  next?  Probably  Bruce 
Forsyth  compering  a game 
show  in  which  celebrities 
(Ulrika  Jems  son,  Ben  Elton, 
Sir  George  Solti)  take  cm  DJY 
experts  to  answer  such  ques- 
tions as:  “Starck  is  (he  name  of 
what,  (a)  a French  designer,  (b) 
a German  minimalist  art 
movement  or  (cfl  a wax  used  to 
lime  oak?” 

But  dont  rush  ahead  blind- 
ly. There’s  no  point  spending 
thousands  rearranging  your 
house  only  to  find  yourself 
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get  up  to  £35,000 


home  contents  cover  with 
no  complicated 


calculations.  % 
Interested?  Call  /*• 

EAGLE  STAR 

0800  333  800  f|||§||g||g| 


Pttana  fora  tree  home 


saro-2pm; 
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Roy  Foster  is  the  first  Professor  of 
Irish  History  at  Oxford  and  the 
biographer  of  W.B.  Yeats  who,  he 
says,  is  the  voice  of  Ireland’s  cultural 
consciousness  coming  to  maturity 


into  Ireland’s  history 
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am  slightly  surprised  that 
English  people  GET  Yeats 
as  much  as  they  do,”  Profes- 
sor Roy  Faster  muses.  "And 
indeed  that  Americans  do  so  at  all. 
Didn’t  Clint  Eastwood  and  Meryl 
Streep  plight  their  troth  with  lines 
from  Yeats  in.  The  Bridges  of 
Madison  County!” 

We  all  love  Yeats.  In  the  BBC’s 
ballot  to  find  the  nation’s  favourite 
poems,  he  was  the  only  poet 
mentioned  twice  — beating  Words- 
worth. Kipling.  Tennyson — with  “ I 
wifi  arise  and  go  now”  and  Tread 
softly  because  you  tread  on  my 
dreams”.  As  a nation  we  fancifully 
respond  to  yearning  wistfulness. 

We  like  being  reminded  that  a 
pity  beyond  all  telling  is  hid  in  the 
heart  of  love,  that  our  well-be- 
loved's hair  has  threads  of  grey, 
that  one  should 
never  give  all  the 
heart,  that  the 
world’s  more  full 
of  weeping  than  a 
child  can  under- 
stand. And  if  we 
prefer  to  hear 
such  sentiments 
recited  in  the  Irish 
tongue,  it  is  large- 
ly thanks  to 
Yeats’s  genius  in 
reinventing,  and 
making  culturally 
fashionable,  a 
mythic,  blood- 
mantling  Celtic 
twilight  world  of 
faery,  where 
mouse-grey  waters 
Cudiulain,  Fergus 
and  other  heroes, 
r even  ants  danced. 

This  makes  Yeats  a tricky  sub- 
ject. especially  for  an  historian. 
“Yeats  inspires  possessiveness.  Ev- 
eryone feels  they  own  a bit  of  him. 
that  he  means  something  special  to 
them. 

“But  to  me  he  is  an  inseparable 
part  of  the  era  of  Irish  history  I am 
most  interested  in,  1S65  to  1939. 
Yeats  is  one  of  the  geat  actors  in 
Irish  history;  the  voice  of  Irish 
cultural  consciousness  coming  to 
maturity." 

Oxford’s  first  Professor  of  Irish 
History  — “the  delirious  Roy 
Faster”  as  his  publisher  calls  him— 
is  48,  tall  and  lean,  green-eyed, 
floppy-haired,  with  a mellifluous 
voice.  I asked  a Southern  Belle  with 
a fine  sense  of  male  allure  how  she 
rated  Roy  Foster.  “On  a scale  of  one 
to  ten,"  she  said,  batting  her 
eyelashes,  “about  fifty.” 

I found  him  at  Hertford  College, 
in  a stage  set  of  a don’s  study, 
spilling  over  with  books.  Sunk  into 
an  armchair  by  the  fire  was 
another  Irish  poet  and  fellow 
Fellow,  Tom  Paulin,  who  was 
about  to  give  a class  on  Samson 
Agonistes,  and  what  were  they 
discussing?  Liam  and  Noel 
Gallagher,  Danny  Baker  and  Chris 
Evans.  (Ratlin,  without  irony, 
drawled  of  Baker  and  Evans: 
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flow,  where 
and  Aengus. 
banshees  and 


“Those  accents  — I caan*t  staand 
them.f  They  also  grumbled  about 
John  Carey’s  review  of  Foster’s 
book  — but  was  there  ever  dog  that 
praised  his  fleas?  Anyway,  other 
critics  have  called  it  magisterial, 
magnillicenr.  “a  master  work”  and 
other  superlatives. 

Foster’s  predecessor  as  Yeats’s 
biographer.  F.  S.  L.  Lyons,  spent 
ten  years  preparing  to  write,  sat 
down  at  his  desk  and  immediately 
collapsed  and  died.  Mien  the  Yeats 
family  asked  Foster  to  take  it  on. 
ten  years  ago.  Foster  was  in  the 
dimes  of  writing  his  Modern 
Ireland,  1600-1972.  Friends  advised 
him  "don’t  do  it;  don’t  shackle 
yourself  to  a great  man”.  He  might 
toil  for  years,  and  never  do  any- 
thing else.  But  Foster  was  undaunt- 
ed by  the  vastness  of  the  enterprise, 
the  archive  dis- 
persed in  libraries 
across  America, 
the  prospect  of  un- 
ravelling the  mul- 
tiple levels  on 
which  Yeats  lived. 

Foster  embod- 
ies the  Irish  mind 
at  its  quickest  he 
is  a vivid  reporter 
and  a witty  re- 
viewer. Nobody 
writes  more  elo- 
quently on  the  two 
countries  separat- 
ed by  the  Irish  Sea 
and  divided  by 
their  common  lan- 
guage. Last  week- 
end he  was  in  Dublin,  judging  the 
Ewart-Big gs  Memorial  Prize  for 
Anglo-Irish  understanding. 

How  Irish  is  he?  He  bridles  at 
this  “dangerous”  question.  “Being 
asked  ’If  you’re  a Protestant,  are 
you  completely  Irish?*  is  exactly 
what  Yeats  had  to  contend  with.” 

The  answer  is  that  Foster,  like 
Yeats,  is  as  Irish  as  can  be.  He  was 
the  only  son  (with  three  sisters)  of 
schoolteachers  at  a progressive 
Quaker  school,  Newtown,  in  Wa- 
terford. His  father  has  never  been 
to  England.  At  17  Robert  Fiteroy 
Foster,  known  as  Roy.  left  this  Jack 
Yeats  landscape  ("craggy  faces 
outlined  against  wild  Atlantic 
skies")  and  went  to  Baltimore  on  a 
Ford  scholarship. 


“Yeats  was  presented  to  me,  as  to  most  Irish  people,  as  this  grand  panjandrum  figure,  walking  the  Dublin  streets  in  his  cloak  as  my  parents  saw  him  when  they  were  students” 


H 


e wanted  to  stay  in 
America,  but  his  par- 
ents hauled  him  home 
to  Trinity  College  Dub- 
lin. “I  probably  would  have  become 
a hopeless  arid-head  — or  been 
tear-gassed,  as  I was  a peacenik, 
and  it  was  1966.  Trinity  was  not  so 
politicised.  Though  1 did  throw  a 
bag  of  flour  at  the  Queen  of  the 
Belgians’  car."  fit  missed.) 

He  might  also  have  been  brain- 
drained  like  other  historians 
(Simon  Schama,  David  Canna- 
dtne)  who  have  found  academic 
celebrity  in  America.  Instead,  he 
fetched  up  at  Birkbeck  College. 
London,  where  he  stayed  17  years 


and  ran  the  history  department 
until,  encouraged  by  his  mentor  the 
late  historian  Angus  Marintyre,  he 
arrived  in  Oxford  in  1991.  He  would 
have  left  Birkbeck  for  nothing  less 
than  this  pioneering  chair. 

Yeats  himself  was  captivated  by 
Oxford,  when  he  went  to  translate 
Aesop’S  fables  in  the  Bodleian  for 
£5.  subsisting  on  currant  buns.  “I 
wonder  anybody  does  anything  ai 
Oxford  but  dream ...  the  place  is  so 
beautiful.  One  almost  expects  the 
people  to  sing  instead  of  speaking. 
It  is  ...  like  an  opera,"  he  wrote. 
Foster  feels  much  the  same.  He  can 
gate  enraptured  by  moonlight  on 
the  Raddiffe  Camera  and  the 
Bodleian  at  his  door.  It  certainly 
beats  Kentish  Town,  whence  he 
commutes  weekly,  and  where  his 
wife  Aisiing  (now  writing  her 
second  novel)  lives  with  their 
children  Phineas  and  Nora. 

Yeats,  bom  into  the  declining 
Protestant  bourgeoisie  with  a cold, 
sad  mother,  and  painter  father, 
grew  up  in  the  artistic  milieu  of 
suburban  Bedford  Park,  wiih  its  de 
Morgan  riles  and  aesthetically 
correct  flowers.  Foster  brilliantly 


paints  this  fin-de-siede  background 
canvas.  Here  young  WB  was  a 
sucker  for  any  occult  nonsense, 
astrology,  spiritualism,  seances, 
theosophy,  necromancy.  But 
through  plundering  arcane  ideas 
he  cultivated  his  sense  of  (he  poetic 

He  also  developed  his  

awn  style  — the  blade 
velvet  mat  the  arty  pose 
— into  the  dramatic 
figure  in  the  famous 
portrait,  which  Daniel 
Day-Lewis  uncannily 
resembles. 

“It  surprised  me  that 
he  lived  more  in  Eng- 
land than  in  Ireland:  he 
spent  more  time  near 
Euston  station  than  he 
did  at  Coole  Park."  (Fos- 
ter wandered  by  the  _ 

lake  at  Coole  with  An-  " 
drew’  Motion,  die  poet;  there  were 
no  wild  swans  about)  In  Woburn 
Buildings,  the  undomesticaied 
Yeats  turned  a modest  flat  into  a 
salon.  Though  his  own  entertaining 
facilities  were  “limited  by  his 
cutiejy"  Yeats  became  quite  grand 
and  dined  with  Churchill. 


‘Don’t  do 
it;  don’t 
shackle 
yourself  to 
a great 
man’ 


“Yea  ts  was  presented  to  me.  as  to 
most  Irish  people,  as  this  grand 
panjandrum  figure,  walking  the 
Dublin  streets  in  his  cloak,  as  my 
parents  saw  him  when  they  were 
students  in  the  late  Thirties.  Great- 
ness hung  about  him.  He  died 
surrounded  by  this  im- 
age. and  by  that  too 
much  quoted  Auden 
poem  about  him  being 
'silly  like  us’.  But  I 
formed  more  affection 
and  fascination  for  him 
as  I followed  his  child- 
hood to  the  engaging 
and  sometimes  scatty 
young  man;  you  gather 
the  humour  and  pas- 
sion and  quickness 
that’s  there,  under  the 
_______  carapace  of  greatness." 

Last  nigh  ft  Night 
Waves  on  Radio  3 featured  a 
recording  of  Yeats  reading,  in  a 
portentously  rolling  monotone,  77ie 
Lake  Isle  of  Innisfree  {“that  unfor- 
tunate poem"  as  Lea  vis  called  it). 
Yeats  was  forever  haunted  by  the 
popularity  of  the  over-anthologised 
poem,  which  had  been  inspired  by 


thoughts  of  Sligo  — where  his 
wealthy  grandparents,  toe  Pol  lex- 
fens,  lived  — while  looking  into  a 
shop  window  in  the  Strand.  The 
earliest  version  is  misspelt  and  does 
not  scan,  but  Foster  regards  the 
process  by  which  the  poem  reached 
its  “shimmering  perfection"  as 
outside  his  historical  brief. 

“I  am  not  trained  to  do  if. 
Brilliant  critics  from  Ellmann  to 
Donoghue  to  Deane  have 
scrutinised  the  poems.  In  any  case. 
1 love  Yeats’s  prose,  its  cadence  and 
modulation  and  brilliance.*' 

In  his  deconstruction  of  Yeats’s 
life,  there  are  many  hilarious 
moments.  Foster  gives  a first  airing 
to  a limerick,  found  in  toe  archive 
ar  Austin,  Texas,  by  Oliver  St  John 
Gogarty  about  poor  little  rich  girl 
Miss  Annie  Homiman,  the  tea 
heiress,  who  fruitlessly  pursued 
Willie  Yeats,  who  “in  any  case  isn’t 
a homy  man".  Yeats  was  a late 
developer,  still  unmarried  at  49 
when  this  volume  ends.  But  his 
affairs  with  women  who  tended  to 
be  unattainable  — Maud  Gonne, 
Florence  Farr,  Olivia  Shakespear 
— and  the  productive,  nan-somal 


friendship  with  Lady  Gregory, 
amounted  in  Foster’s  view  to  “a 
good  career  derision”. 

Yeats,  Foster  says,  could  not 
but  be  enthralled  by 
hranze-haired,  Valkyrian 
Maud  Gonne.  Foster  did 
not  expect  to  like  Maud:  “A 
Shelleyan  princesse  lointaine, 
equipped  with  great  height,  tragic 
beauty  and  secret  sorrows.  But  I 
became  sympathetic  to  her  because 
of  her  awful  life;  I Jove  her  style, 
and  her  letters.  Though  no  doubt 
she  could  drive  you  mad.” 

Our  interview  ended  as  a lucky 
female  undergraduate  arrived  for  a 
tutorial.  Recalling  how  women 
flocked  to  toe  Yeats  lectures  of  Dr 
Denis  Donoghue.  to  hear  the  Irish 
voice.  I inquired  whether  he  was 
ever  troubled  by  those  accusations 
of  sexual  harassment  to  which 
Oxford  is  prone.  “Cerrttainly  nottti 
Whatt  an  outra-a-geous  sugges- 
tion!" he  cried.  For  toe  next  volume, 
and  to  discover  why  should  not  old 
men  be  mad?  we  shall  have  to  wait, 
agog,  until  2000. 

• W.B.  Yeats  A Life.  OOP.  £25 
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When  a princess  grows  up 


LATELY  I've  begun  to  regret 
toe  effects  of  good  children’s 
literature.  There's  something 
about  the  books  we  loved  be- 
tween the  ages  of  eight  and  12 
that  ensures  they’re  never 
forgotten.  The  book  that 
changed  my  life  when  l was 
ten  — and  not  necessarily  for 
the  best  — was  A Little  Prin- 
cess by  Frances  Hodgson  Bur- 
nett. The  terrible  truth  is  that 
Sarah  Crewe,  the  princess  of 
the  title,  with  her  ladylike  stoi- 
cism and  her  belief  that  good- 
ness will  be  rewarded  if  only 
we  don't  make  a fuss,  is  with 
me  to  this  day  — and  serving 
me  very  badly  in  the  com- 
petitive Nineties. 

Sometimes  I think  I’d  he 
better  off  with  Fagin  or  Cap- 
tain Hook  as  my  exemplars. 

Wanting  to  reread  a fav- 
ourite childhood  book  is  one 
of  those  trivial  ycl  important 
reasons  for  having  children. 
For  years,  bedtimes  can  be  an 
excuse  to  reread  The  Vi’o/ner 
of  Willoughby  Chase  and  The 
Family  at  One  End  Street, 
I've  been  known  to  sit  up  long 
after  the  children  have  gone  to 
sleep,  reading  Iheir  books  all 
over  again. 

But  the  irouhle  with  living 
your  life  according  to  the 
morals  of  a children's  book  — 
any  children’s  book  — is  that 
children’s  books  arc  simple 
and  adult  life  is  complicated. 
(I  was  al  it  again  the  other 
day:  when  some  career  deri- 
sion required  me  to  be  brave, 
what  image  did  I summon 
up?  The  face  of  Asian  from 
one  of  the  Narnia  books,  with 
his  most  vicar-ish  expression.) 

The  other  diflicuiry  with 
these  books  is  that  they  can 
Still  prompt  us  into  the  most 
romantic  gestures.  A friend  of 
mine  suddenly  upped  and  left 
behind  an  unhappy  love  af- 
fair and  a London  career  (u 
become  a primary  school 
teacher  in  Devon.  None  or  us 
could  understand  >uch  a dra- 
matic volte-face  until  f 


Rachel  Morris 

rereads  the  books 
of  her  childhood 

remembered  her  favourite 
books  when  we  first  met.  aged 
114  — toe  Miss  Read  stories: 
quiet  tales  of  a village  teacher 
from  a bygone  age.  Chil- 
dren's books,  like  adult 
novels,  can  sometimes  change 
your  life. 

These  days  my  daughter 
reads  to  herself,  but  now  that 
I’ve  grown  wise  to  the  danger- 
ous effects  of  some  children’s 
classics  I worry  about  what’s 
going  on  in  the  privacy  of  her 
bedroom.  The  other  day  1 
looked  at  the  Brian  Jacques 
books  in  which  she’s  been 


immersed.  These  literate  and 
readable  books  are  hugely 
bloodthirsty.  A medieval  ab- 
bey and  a band  of  mice  are 
forever  struggling  against  toe 
forces  of  eviL  Death  and  vil- 
lainy is  alive  on  every  page. 
Characters  are  made  ap- 
pealing — then  lulled  before 
our  eyes.  But  the  message  of 
these  books  — that  you  have 
to  fight  for  what  you  want, 
that  women  cannot  be  pas- 
sive; that  loyalty  and  com- 
radeship are  the  most  im- 
portant virtues  — is  as  likely 
as  anything  to  stand  her  in 
good  stead  30  years  from  now. 

Just  so  long  as  they  don't 
encourage  her  to  become  a 
mercenary.  In  which  case  I 
shall  regret  not  having  given 
her  A Little  Princess. 
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£1,500,  with  each  qualifying  item  costing  a minimum  of  £500.  This  offer  is 
available  on  selected  merchandise  across  the  Second  and  Third  Floors 
including  major  household  appliances,  silverware,  fine  furniture  and 
leading  names  in  audio  and  television. 

"A  10%  deposit  it  required  on  aD  current  nod  order*.  A 25%  depodt » required  on  special  orders. 

The  offtn  currently  advertised  for  6 months  and  12  months  mieiest  tree  credit  auU  apply. 

PIok  check  iMiore  Cor  rwo-paitidpaiing  departments  and  Aid  deeds. 

Written  quotations  are  available  on  request. 

All  items  subject  to  availability.  Credit  agree  menu  are  subject  to  status. 

Typical  example;  Cash  price  on  current  stock  £5.000, 10%  depodt  £200,  balance  £1.800, 

24  monthly  payments  d £75  at  0%  APR.  Tool  amount  payable  £2,000. 


I I KNIGHTSBRIDGE^ 


Harrods  Limited,  Knightsbridge,  London  SW1X  TXL.  Telephone  0171-730  1234. 


I 

— --- — — Amirvih  /■*,<„ 

^ .Vffr ftWr  la* mb,!-  Vtftf.n**’**""  !<fr i-  >’ 


I** r‘  .0  Uni ;« 71  ,ll,l  .Viet-  All  tun  Inn  fb*r  UK&nlat 


THE 


TIMES  pbidAY  MABCH  211997. 


Philip  Howard 


■ Low  jinks  at  Greyfriars: 
Bunter  and  the 
tuck-for-questions  affair 


i 


Greyfriars, 
of  holiday 


t was  end  of  term  at 
Westminster.  So  a spirit  of  holiday 

happiness  had  spread  through  the 

Remove.  Some  of  the  seniors  (who  were  not 
coming  back  next  term,  having  beei  literally 
’'removed*  from  the  school  by  their  parents) 
had  lest  all  sense  of  their  position  as  prefects, 
and  were  singing:  "Hark  the  Black  Rod 
Ushers  shout,  ’One  more  day  and  well  all  be 
our."  And  the  juniors  had  gone  wild  with 
terminal  eratement.  They  waved  their 
handouts  in  the  air  to  brat  tune  as  they 
squeaked. and  gibbered:  "No  more  sleaze 
and  no  more  stench.  No  more  sitting  on  the 
hard  back  bench.  No  more  Major,  no  mare 
Blair,  No  more  ignoral  by  the  Chair." 

“Bunter!"  The  Speaker’s  voice  was  not 
bud.  but  deep.  It  was  heard  distinctly  by  aJl 
ears  in  the  Big  School  form-room:' excepting, 
apparently,  one  pair  of  very  fat  ears.  “BUN- 
TER!" The  Speaker’S  voice  was  much  louder, 
and  much  deeper.  StiH  Bunter  did  not  reply. 
But,  as  if  in  answer  to  the  Speaker,  a sound 
came  from  the  Fat  Owl  of  the  Chamber. 
Snore!  Bunter  generally  snored  when  he 
slept  In  the  Remove  dormitory.  Hunter’s 
deep  snore  was  wont  to  rumble  on  forough 
the  night  like  the  unending  melody  in  Lloyd 
Webber  music  — nor  perhaps  quite  so  musi- 
cal So  far  he  had  not  snored  in  class.  Now  he 
did!  Though  how  he  did  in  the  uproar  was  a 
question  for  Old  Stinks,  the  chemistry  beak. 

“Bless  my  soul!"  ejaculated  the  Speaker. 
"The  boy  is  asleep!  Skinner!  Awaken  that 
boy."  Skinner  readied  over  to  awaken  him. 
Harry  Greenway  or  Bob  Hughes  would 
have  given  the  Fat  Owl  a shake.  But  Skinner 
was  not  a good-natured  fellow.  Skinner's 
method  of  awakening  Bunter  was  to  take  a 
fat  ear  between  finger  and  thumb,  and  pull. 
He  took  a good  grip  on  Bunter*  ear  — there 
was  plenty  of  room  for  it  — and  pulled. 

It  awakened  the  Honourable  Member,  it 
awakened  him  quite  suddenly.  Billy  Bunter 
came  out  of  the  land  of  dreams  with  a jump 
and  a yell.  “Yaroooh!  Ow!  Leggo  my  ear,  you 
beast!  Wow!  f say,  you  fellows  — yow-ow. 
Ow!  I say.  Taint  the  division  bell  yet"  Bun- 
ter jerked  his  fat  ear  away  from  Skinner, 
rubbed  it  and  -blinked  round  him  dizzily, 
under  the  impression  that  he  was  in  an 
armchair  in  foe  Members'  smoking-room. 

“Bunter!"  thundered  the  Speaker.  “You 
were  asleep  in  class,  Bunter.  And  you  have 
not  yet  answered  my  tuck-for-questions 
prep. "The  Owl  of  the  Remove  blinked  in  ter- 
ror.  “I  — I had  my  eyes  shut,  because  — be- 
cause I listen  better  with  my  eyes  shut  1 — f 
was  listening  very  carefully.  Madam  Speak- 
er. It  was  so — so  interesting.  And  what  was 
it  that  you  said  about  tuck  for  questions?" 


Ar  the  mention  of  the  magic  word 
“tuck",  a fat  smile  twitched  at  the 
earners  of  Burner's  fleshy  mouth. 
From  there  it  spread  slowly  over  his  greasy 
face,  as  a spoonful  of  strawberry  jam  spreads 
out  over  semolina  pudding.  His  eyes  dosed 
again  in  ecstasy,  as  he  dreamt  of  plum  jam 
and  sardines,  of  lobster  thermidor  and  crime 
brulee.  And  of  the  phantom  postal  order  that 
was  always  on  its  way  to  him  in  a plain 
brown  envelope,  but  was  said  never  actually 
to  have  arrived. 

“Very  well,"  said  the  Speaker  in  a grinding 
voice.  T was  speaking  on  the  subject  of  the 
Commons  Committee  on  Standards  and  Pri- 
vileges. Tell  me  what  you  know  of  Harrods 
and  the  Paris  Ritz.  And  about  garden 
furniture  from  Peter  Jones?"  Bunter  blinked. 
So  far  as  his  hazy  memojy  served  him,  the 
Speaker  had  been  droning  about  standards 
and  the  spirit  of  the  old  school  when  he 
nodded  off  to  sleep.  So  why  was  he  now 
blethering  about  the  Ritz?  A brainwave 
surged  through  his  tiny  mind.  “Ritz?  Biscuits 
sir.  like  Hob-Nobs.  And  please  sir,  it’s  time 
for  the  prorogation  bell." 

“If  you  say  another  word,  Bunter,  I shall 
cane  you!"  roared  the  Speaker.  Bunter  did  not 
say  another  word.  Things  looked  positively 
dangerous.  “Ha,  ha,  ha!"  shrieked  the 
Remove. 

Boys  may  come  and  boys  may  go,  at 
Westminster  as  well  as  in  the  other  never- 
never  land  of  Greyfriars.  But  human  nature 
stays  the  same,  from  Bunter  to  Quelch.  And 
the  best  joke  of  life  is  the  banana-skin.  The 
inability  of  the  self-important  to  recognise 
their  cosmic  ridiculousness,  in  the  long  eye  of 
history  and  literature. 


H 


The  grand  inquisitor 


ow  Prime  Minister's  Ques- 
tions has  changed! 

Sir  Alec  Douglas-Home: 
“The  Rt  Hon  Gentleman 
has  discussed  the  question  of  the 
reunification  of  Germany.  He  will 
know,  as  we  all  do  today,  that  a serious 
situation  may  possibly  arise  in  Berlin. 
Will  he  keep  the  House  informed  in  the 
next  day  or  two  about  that?” 

Harold  Wilson:  "Yes.  certainly." 

That  was  1065.  And  now . . . 

Tony  Blair:  "Is  it  not  extraordinary 
that  the  Prime  Minister  of  our  countiy 
cannot  even  urge  his  party  to  support  his 
own  position  [on  the  single  currency]? 
Weak!  Weak!  Weak!  Weak!  I tell  him 
that  his  weakness  and  his  failure  of  lead- 
ership are  foe  reason  his  Government 
are  the  incompetent  mess  they  are." 

John  Major. "...  All  he  does  is  waft  his 
arms  around  in  hopeless  gesture ...  He 
has  followed  in  Grandmother's  Foot- 
steps in  following  polity  after  policy  of 
ours.  [On  Europe!  he  dare  not  admit 
what  his  policy  is." 

PMQs  (as  we  press  gallery  nerds  like 
to  call  them)  have  become  the  position- 
ing flares  of  current  affairs,  marking  out 
the  path  of  political  debate.  If  a future 
historian  needed  a handy  guide  to  West- 
minster’s focus  during  any  given  week, 
those  quarter-hours  each  Tuesday  and 
Thursday  would  be  the  place  to  start 
Their  content  recalls  the  political  agen- 
da; their  style  captures  the  personal 
styles  of  the  era's  parliamentary  stars. 
As  surely  as  a couple  of  bars  from  an  old 
pop  song,  their  tone  evokes  foe  flavour  of 
its  time. 

Since  the  arrival  of  broadcasting 
direct  from  die  chamber,  much  of  foe 
electorate  has  come  to  believe  that 
Question  Tune,  particularly  Prime  Min- 
ister’s Question  Time,  is  the  most  signif- 
icant thing  that  happens  in  our 
legislature.  And  if  people  think  it  signif- 
icant, then  significant  it  is,  for  politicians 
will  reserve  for  the  occasion  those 
statements  and  gestures  they  want  the 
electorate  to  notice.  Strange,  then,  that 
foe  session  has  attracted  so  little  study. 
Only  Philip  Norton  and  Mark  Ftanklin 
have  published  al  any  length  on  foe 
subject,  editing  the  revealing  collection 
Parliamentary  Questions. 

Despite  the  Gothic  convolutions  by 
which  (via  an  inquiry  about  his  engage- 
ments for  tiie  day)  the  Prime  Minister  is 
confronted  with  foe  question  of  the  hour, 
this  method  of  holding  the  Government 
to  account  is  little  more  than  a couple  of 
decades  old  But  ivy  is  a fast-growing 


Tony  Blair  has  changed  the  tenor  of 
Prime  Minister’s  Questions  — and  we 
should  scrutinise  his  high  moral  tone 


plant,  and  many  now  assume  that,  like 
the  fake  architecture  of  Big  Ben  — so 
much  newer  than  it  looks  — Prime  Min- 
ister's Questions  is  part  of  foe  ancient 
fabric  of  our  government  In  reality  it  is 
still  growing,  still  changing.  PMQs  as 
an  institution  has  seen  a huge  if  gradual 
shift.  During  the  1960s  there  was  far  less 
posturing:  foe  opportunity  was  often 
taken  for  genuine  inquiry;  questions 
would  be  transferred  to  a departmental 
minister  if  they  were  not  strictly  within 
the  prime  minister’s  remit.  But  Marga- 
ret Thatcher  was  willing  to  respond  to 
any  questions  which  (in  her  words) 
raised  “issues  of  general  substance  and 

national  interest”  

Meanwhile,  increas- 
ing reliance  on  the 
“open"  question  left 
MPs  free  to  raise  the 
latest  news.  These 
days,  they  do  little  else. 

PMQs  freeze-frames 
the  topics  and  person-  _ 
alities  of  the  hour. 

Yesterday,  Tony  Blair  squared  up  to 
John  Major  for  the  last  time  in  this  Par- 
liament — perhaps  the  last  time  ever . 
from  their  present  positions.  Reviewing 
foe  years  in  which  Mr  Blair  has  boxed 
from  foe  Opposition  comer,  and  compa- 
ring them  with  the  years  that  went  be- 
fore, I find  it  hard  to  separate  the  impact 
of  his  own  personality  from  the  impact 
of  the  sound-bite  politics  that  any  mod- 
em Commons  performer  must  learn. 

I have  been  re-reading  foe  old 
Hansards.  John  Smith  was  gentler,  as 
you  would  expect  It  is  more  surprising 
to  discover  that  Neil  Kinnock,  too,  was 
often  milder  and  less  personal  Though 
sometimes  roused  to  a fine  and  contemp- 
tuous moral  fury,  he  was  not.  as  Blair  is, 
routinely  indignant 

How  much  of  this  change  arises  from 
Blair's  own  political  style,  and  how 
much  from  an  underlying  shift  in  foe 
tenor  of  all  Commons  exchanges?  The 
urgent  attention  that  foe  modem  media 
now  focuses  on  short  video  clips  from 
PMQs  certainly  favours  homily  over  ar- 
gument, gesture  over  explanation.  So, 
(were  they  in  his  shoes  today)  would  Alec 


Douglas-Home  or  Jim  Callaghan  hare 
expressed  themselves  in  the  sort  of 
moral  bark  that  Blair  has  made  his 
own?  Would  they  be  as  personal  and  as 
insulting?  Would  they  so  insistently 
imply  superior  virtue  on  their  own  part? 
Do  ail  Opposition  leaders  now  have  to 
do-this? 

1 have  titde  doubt  that  Mr  Blair  has 
made  his  own  contribution  to  this  shift. 
Moralising  comes  naturally  to  him.  as 
any  scan  through  his  chosen  vocabulary 
will  reveal  Key  words  such  as  “blame", 
“disgrace",  “dishonour"  “responsi- 
bility", “values",  “rebirth"  and  "renew- 
al" leap  from  his  text  as  owing 

something  — certainly 

— to  the  flavour  of  our 
times,  but  something, 
too,  to  his  personal 
stamp.  A phrase  he 
used  in  February  last 
year,  describing  John 
Major*  Government 
— — as  “knee-deep  in  dis- 

honour”. strode  me  not 
because  it  so  contrasted  with  the 
language  we  might  expect,  but  because 
of  the  routine  recourse  the  labour  leader 
has  to  extravagant  imputations  of 
personal  wickedness  in  his  opponents. 

Along  with  his  reflex  tendency  to 
question  a rival’s  moral  virtue  goes  a 
habit  of  questioning  his  moral  fibre.  The 
charge  of  weakness,  cowardliness  and 
irresolution  comes  quickly  to  Tony 
Blair*  lips.  He  would  retort  that  this  is 
because  his  rival  is  weak,  cowardly  and 
irresolute  — and  certainly  the  charge, 
repeated  so  insistently  from  foe  Opposi- 
tion dispatch  box,  has  helped  to  cast 
John  Major  in  that  light  I suspect  that 
with  hindsight  we  may  doubt  whether 
foe  insistence  with  which  Blair  has 
questioned  what  might  be  called  his 
opponent*  manly  qualities  has  been 
appropriate.  It  may  have  told  us  some- 
thing about  Mr  Major,  but  I suspect  it 
tells  us  more  about  Mr  Blair. 

Part  of  the  problem  for  any  leader  of  a 
“new”  Labour  Parly,  of  course,  is  that 
there  is  now  so  little  of  substance  to 
argue  about  Whatever  their  instincts, 
the  stated  positions  of  foe  two  parties  are 


has  done  more  than  Tony  Blair*  use 
Prime  Minister*  Questions  to  rain  it 
home.  So  far,  the  message  has  assisted 
Blair,  politically.  But  I nave  a warning 
for  him.  This  is  hard  to  frame  without 
verging  upon  Jungian  mumbojumba  I 
believe  that,  from  those  who  govern  us. 
or  aspire  to,  we  hear  claims  to  superior 
personal  virtue  on  two  levels.  Al  the 
conscious  level  the  public  is  glad  to  learn 
that  Hs  would-begovemor  considers  his 
own  goodness  important  At  foe  uncon- 
scious level,  however,  we  take  a little 
umbrage  ar  the  claim.  This  is  because 
none  of  us  is  without  guilt  and  because 
— whatever  they  claim  to  believe  — 
people  half-like  to  suppose  their  leaders 
are  the  same.  We  would  somewhat 
prefer  it  if  they  were. 

At  this  unconscious  level,  every  daim 
to  virtue  is  a kind  of  reproach.  The  re- 
proach may  be  directed,  in  Blair*  case, 
at  Major,  fart  it  ricochets  off — however 
lightly  — onto  all  his  fellaw  meiv,  inclu- 
ding those  he  aspires  to  lead;  and,  how- 
ever lightly,  we  are  stung.  Though  foe 
voters  may  cheer,  to  every  wagginj 
finger,  two  are  invisibly  raised.  Behint 
the  bright  audible,  video-recordable 
world  in  which  these  years  of  Oppos- 
ition have  been  played  out  there  is  a 
parallel,  dark,  silent  world  in  foe 
unconscious  mind  of  Britain:  a world  in 
which  doubts  and  resentments  hover 
and  grow,  writing  to  be  clothed  with  the 
name  of  action  and  thought 

As  Mr  Blair  heads  towards  Downing 
Street  I can  fed,  almost  touch,  hanging 
in  foe  air  around  him,  foe  gatheri 
Schadenfreude  he  has  attracted  over 
those  Tuesday  and  Thursday  after- 
noons. It  is  a dangerous  way  to  start 


won 


remarkably  dose.  Polly  Tbynbee  speaks 
at  the  “by-decrian"  mood  in  which  this 
contest  seems  to  be  taking  place,  and  rite 
is  rigjhL  A by-election  is  an  opportunity 
to  lode  foe  government  in  the  nuts, 
without  changing  the  government  That 
is  just  what  Tony  Blair  is  inviting  the 
electorate  to  dec  replace  the  board,  but 
leave  the  business  intact 
To  do  this,  it  makes  sense  to  get  per- 
sonal: doubly  so  because  polls  suf 
that  Major  himself  is  more  popular  i 
his  party,  so  anything  Blair  can  do  to 
knock  him  down  is  good  tactics.  Butane 
senses  mare  than  tactics  behind  Blair’s 
overt  and  subliminal  message  that  he  is 
a belter  man  than  his  opponent  One 
senses  foat  he  really  believes  he  does 
possess  superior  virtue,  and  that  this  is  a 
matter  of  national  importance. 


No  help  here 


AT  THE  Helsinki  summit  where 
a wheelchair-bound  and  sheepish- 
looking  President  Clinton  had  to 
be  lowered  from  his  plane  to  foe 
Tarmac  in  a catering  van,  sympa- 
thy has  moved  on  to  another 
member  of  his  party:  Madeleine 
Albright  his  new  and  formidable 
Secretary  of  State. 

Her  former  husband,  Joe  Al- 
bright who  abandoned  her  for  a 
younger  woman  15  years  ago,  is 
also  m Helsinki.  That -woman  is 
now  Iris  wife,  and  she  has  accom- 
panied him  on  the  trip  to  Finland, 

Madeleine  Albright  has  never 


forgiven  Joe  for  the  morning  in 
1982  when  he  announced  to  her 
foat  he  was  in  love  with  another 
woman.  She  had  suspected  noth- 
ing. “It  was  a shock,"  she  said 
later-  “Most  of  Washington  knows 

that  Joe  left,  I was  very  upset  I had 

been  married  for  23  years  and  I 
did  not  want  a divorce." 

Joe  walked  out  on  her  saying 
that  the  marriage  was  dead,  and 
left  her  in  tatters.  The  scion  of  a 
newspaper  dynasty,  he  now  works 
for  a newspaper  company  in 
Moscow,  and  has  been  dispatched 
to  cover  the  meeting  between  Boris 
Yeltsin  and  his  former  wife  and 
the  President 

“She  still  bears  a real  grudge  for 
the  manner  in  which  he  dumped 
her  so  unceremoniously,”  says  one 
political  observer.  "She  won?  be 
going  out  of  her  way  to  help  him 
with  his  story." 


ment.  but  they  couldn't  help 
either.  Eventually  a helicopter 
hauled  him  off  to  safety. 


tike  to  donate  this  money  to  a good 
cause,"  he  wrote,  “might  I suggest 
the  British  Field  Sports  Society?" 


ford:  The  Musical,  The  show  docu- 
ments the  public  relations  man's 
career  and  the  sensational  head- 
lines that  he  has  brought  us. 


Brush  up  Pole  position 

AS  Sir  Gordon  Downev’s  renort  WHF.N  MaroarM  ThnfrVw»r’e  vtlllWWUiv 


Albright  abandoned 


Lions’  share 

EVEN  after  death,  foe  curiously 
attired  Marquess  of  Bath  plans  to 
have  little  truck  with  the  stuffier 
members  of  his  family. 

He  has  decided  he  will  not 
be  buried,  as  is  the  custom,  in 
the  family  vault  at  the  Wiltshire 


church  of  Longbridge  DeveriU 
near  Lon  gj  eat,  his  estate. 

Describing  the  vault  in  next 
month*  Field  magazine  he  says  it . 
is  "gloomy  and  claustrophobic". 
He  explains:  "I  might  not  relish 
the  company  in  which  l found  my- 
self," adding  that  "corpses  get 
disinterred  and  put  on  public  dis- 
play as  an  item  from  foe  political 
regime  which  nurtured  them.  I 
feel  sure  I wouldn't  be  looking  my 
best"  Instead,  he  plans  a crema- 
tion, with  some  of  his  ashes  to 
be  scattered  among  foe  lions  of 
Longleat  and  the  rest  kept  in  an 
urn  for  his  family  to  share. 

• An  ambulance  crew  was  stymied 
yesterday  when  it  turned  out  to 
rescue  a 22-stone  man  who  had 
fallen  out  of  a tree  in  Worksop, 
Nottinghamshire,  and  sprained 
his  ankle.  Unable  to  hoist  him  up, 
they  summoned  the  fire  brigade 
with  their  special  lifting  equip- 


A S Sir  Gordon  Downey's  report 
on  government  sleaze  dribbles  out 
at  least  one  man  in  Westminster 
has  shown  himself  beyond  finan- 
cial reproach:  Douglas  Hogg,  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture. 

After  writing  a light-hearted 
piece  for  a tabloid  newspaper  the 
other  day  about  his  love  of  hats 
and  foxhunting,  Hogg  received  a 
cheque  for  £300.  Unable  to  accept 
he  duly  returned  it  to  the  paper 
with  a note  attached.  “If  you  would 


WHEN  Margaret  Thatcher’s 
papers  are  properly  installed  in 
the  archives  centre  of  Churchill 
College,  Cambridge,  they  will 
have  as  their  handsome  backdrop 
a group  of  flags  returned  from  the 
Falklands  conflict 

Nick  Baker,  who  commanded 
HMS  Endurance  during  foe  oper- 
ation in  1982,  and  who  was  a de- 
fence fellow  at  Churchill,  gave  the 
college  the  Argentine  flag  which 
his  men  captured  from  the  island 
of  South  Georgia,  foe  Union  Jack 
they  put  up  in  its  place,  and  foe 
white  battle  ensign  from  their 
ship. 

The  library  has  recently  been  re- 
decorated. and  foe  flags  are  now 
hanging  prominently  in  the  main 
reading  room.  Piers  Brandon, 
keeper  of  the  college  archives 
centre,  says:  “The  flags  make  a 
very  handsome  and  appropriate 
backdrop  when  needed.  We  had 
them  well  before  the  Thatcher 
papers,  but  it  is  a very  happy 
coincidence." 

• Creative  talent  is  working  over- 
time in  Bognor  Regis,  where  the 
town's  Watershed  Theatre  has  em- 
barked on  a new  project.  Max  Clif- 


THE  Defence  Secretary,  Michael 
Portillo,  risks  being  mauled  by  an- 
imal campaigners  after  unwitting- 
ly walking  about  with  a dead  cat 
on  his  head. 

While  on  a recent  visit  to 
Ukraine.  Portillo  — who  is  more 
fond  of  animals  foan  many  of  his 
Cabinet  colleagues  — decided  to 

buy  a fur  hat  to  stave  off  frostbite 
in  the  15-betow-zero  climate.  One 
of  his  officials  bought  an  identical 
hat  and  both  of  them  were  snug  as 

they  wore  them  towards  the  end  of 
.thear  visit 

When  the  civil  servant  returned 
home,  however,  his  wife  took  one 
look  at  the  hat  and  said:  “Why  are 


Hereditary  peers 
should  go,  says 

Tessa  Blackstoae  - 

rmhe  Prtnre  Minister  apparently  te- 

| lievestoouramstStto^fe. 

' 1 and  should  not  be  changed.  He 
• seems  oblivious  of 
tution  during  the 

example,  he  needs  remmAng  tfiaUW 

years  ago,  more  than  half  the 

could  not  even  vote. 

«:.womm  were  denied  the  franchistls  me 

I late  I9th  century  more  than  rawnffascu 
: MPs  in  foeCommans  were  pare  or  foar 
sons.  Their  foore 

representative  • group*  mcioding  boys 
from  Brixtan,  is  surety  progress.-  • . 

•-  Labour  is  putting  before  the  electorate 
a.  proposal  to  reform  foe  Houseofhrts  . 
wmch  will  help  to  make  further  pro- . 
gress,  as  part  b£  a programme  for  oqkbo- 
tutional. reform  agreed  with  the  Liberal 
-Democrats.  Since  some  liberal  Demo- 
crat were  originally  rather  sniffy  about 
Labour*  twu-strige  approach  to  reform  * 
of  the  Lords,  reaching  agreement  onifagr; 
part  of  foe  constinrticrial  package'was: 


it  will  begin  tty 

tion*a?lhe  Housed  Lords,  soraeTO" 
Members  of  which  are  there  merely  fcy 
virtue  of  their  birth.  Lord  Redesdale. 
best  known  as  foe  father  olthe  Milford, 
sisters,  believed  that  foe  attacks  on  foe. 
hereditary  peerage  were  akin  ip  attadM  - 
on  Christianity.  “J  inherited  my  tide 
from  my  faihcr  just  as  Christ  inherited 
His  from  God,"  he  proclaimed.  Such 
views  are  a tittle  out  of  -fashion  these  . 
days:  Nobody  would  argue  thaf  somfc 
one  should  be  given  a place  in  a football 
team  just  because  his  father  was  in.TE  : 
Nevertheless/  some  pretty  aUy  claims 
are  still  being  made  by  Conservative 
hereditary  peers.  JSven  the  inteffigatt 
and  urbane  Viscount  Cranbome.  (he 
current  Leader  of  foe  Lords;  was  un- 
characteristically crass  when  ' lie 
daimed,-tn  a speech  defending  foe. 
present  system  that  hereditary  peers 
represent  the  canunon  man.  . 

Nat  for  much  longer,  perhaps.  A Lab- 
our govemmenr  would  introduce  a short 
Bill  to  prevent  them  frenrstttiag  and  vot- 
ing. Satire  sceptics  ray  it  e -not  worth 
doing  because  it  will  take  .up  too  much 
parliamentary  time,  since.  Tory,  heredjr 
tary  peers,  supported  Ity  their  front 
bench,  will-  vote  for  wrecking  amend- 
ments, and  resisr  their  reversal  in  the 
Commons,  by  voting  for  similar  amend- 
ments on  the  BSI*  return  "to  the  Lords.  - 
They  believe  that  were  this  ru  happen  a 
Labour  government  would  have  to  in- 
voke foe  R&diarnent  Act  They  are  wrong. 
Lord  Cranbome  has  already  said  foat  foe 
Salisbury-Addison  doctrine,  first  enunci- 
ated by  his  grandfather,  will  apply.  This 
establishes  foe  convention  that  proposals 
in  the  Quran*  Speech  which  were  also  in 
the  new  government*  election  manifesto 
.and  for.  which  foe  government  therefore 
has  a mandate  should  not  be  rejected  by 
foeundected  House. 

any  hereditary  peers  don’t 
bother  to  tom  up.  Of  those 
who  do,  well  over  300  take  the 
Conservative  whip,  compared  with  few- 
er than  20  who  take  the  Labour  whip. 
This  imbalance  is  unhealthy  and  stops 
the  House  from  working  properly  as  a 
revising  chamber.  It  means  that  those 
who  have  won  foe  argument  often  lose 
the  vote  because  foe; Tory  aristocracy 
can  be  summoned  to  Westminster  by 
their  whips  to  vote  for  the  Conservative 
tine,  as  happened  in  the  poll  tax  debate. 
Use  of  backwoodsmen  in  this  way 
brings  theLords  into  disrepute  and  pre- 
vents it  from  fulfilling  its  proper  func- 
tion as  a check  on-the  govemmenL 
There  are  wild  stories  around  that 
Labour  intends  to  pack  the  House  of 
Lords  with  hundreds  of  new  life  peers 
brought  in  on  a party  list  This  is  not 
true,  even  though  the  removal  of  the 
hereditary  peers  still  leaves  an  imbal- 
ance m party  representation  in  the 
Jxrtds,  partly  because  Margaret  That- 
cher always  insisted  that  more  life  peer- 
ages  be  create?  for  Tories  than  for  the 
other  side.  Labour  and  the  Liberal  Dem- 
ocrats have, agreed  instead  that  gradual- 
ly' over  foe  course  of  the  next  Parlia- 
ment, we  should,  move  towards  a~ 
position  “where  those  peers  who  take  a 
party  whip  more  accurately  reflect  the 
proportion  of  votes  received  by  each 
party  in  the  general  election*’. 

SonK  commentators  have  been  wor- 
ried about  foe  future  of  foe  crossbench 
peers,  who  do  not  take  any  party  whip 

it  is  combmed  with  wide  excerienn* 

SWSS ta""»  I*i 
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t*™**xs  shSE* remain  JJte  j/SS 


foe  fate  of  those  . 

ES®wfcJts 

... 

you  wearing  a dead  cat  on  your  Patois  to  set  up  amnir^P 
head?”  At  first  the  chap  thought  it  Houses  during  the  Smw  °LS°? 
was  a joke.  But  not  so.  His  wife,  a will  be  asked  to  com?I,r^S?ierit  ll 

mendatima  f0r  “P 

represenSire Un^u^^  ** 


cat-lover,  recognised  the  hat  as  cat 
fur.  A veterinary  friend  confirmed 
his  worst  fear.  ' 

Michael  Portillo  was  told  foe 
news  and,  as  a result,  has  quickly 
acquired  a new  for  hat  . He  has 
been  assured  the  replacement  fa 
not  of  feline  origin. 
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Parliament  has  been  denied  the  chance  to  put  its  house  in  order 


The  House  of  Commons  rises  today  with  its 
reputation  dangerously  low.  The  final  Prime 
Ministerial  Question  Time  of  this  Par- 
liament was  a juvenile  exercise  — the  politics 
ot  the  sandpit.  The  cause  was  a serious 
^matter,  the  failure  of  this  Parliament  to  put 
itself  in  order  before  it  presents  itself  to  the 
people.  The  manner  of  the  party  leaders' 
disagreement  did  not  match  the  importance 
of  the  matter  at  dispute.  The  current 
argument  over  “sleaze"  may  be  presented  by 
the  Prime  Minister  as  an  opportunistic 
assault  on  the  Tones,  but  popular  concern 
with  standards  in  public  life  is  not  defined 
by  party  boundaries. 

Yesterday  the  body  charged  with  regulat- 
ing the  Commons,  the  Standards  and 
Privileges  Committee,  responded  ro  the 
pressure  for  a proper  treatment  of  “sleaze" 
allegations  with  a report  which  provoked 
more  questions  than  it  answered.  Fifteen 
MPs  were  exonerated  but  the  serious  doubts 
hanging  over  Neil  Hamilton  and  Tun  Smith 
remain.  Moreover,  other  MPs  hitherto 
neglected  may  now  be  presumed  guilty  of 
misconduct  in  the  absence  of  unambiguous 
assurance  of  their  innocence.  Far  from 
lancing  the  boil,  the  infection  has  spread.  It 
is  in  the  interest  of  the  accused  MPs  and  the 
O votere  that  the  facts  are  known.  The  case  for 
publication  of  Sir  Gordon  Downey’s  report 
is  stronger  than  ever. 

Caveats  have  been  entered.  The  Privileges 
Committee  yesterday  reminded  the  Com- 
mons that  publication  of  Sir  Gordon ’S  report 
would  not  end  matters.  Those  members 
found  to  be  at  fault  would  have  the  right  to 
make  further  representations  before  a final 
conclusion  was  readied.  Such  a process, 
they  laconically  conclude,  “could  take  a 
considerable  time".  Apologists  for  the  Gov- 
ernment argue  that  even  if  the  prorogation 
of  Parliament  were  delayed  to  allow  the 
committee  to  receive  Sir  Gordon’s  report  it 
would  not  then  have  that  “considerable 
time”  to  consider  the  report. 


It  is  true  that  the  most  appropriate 
treatment  of  these  matters  would  see  such  a 
lengthy  inquiry  take  place,  but  the  best 
should  not  become  the  enemy  of  the  good. 
Rather  than  suppressing  the  report  and 
allowing  rumour,  leak  and  the  void  allega- 
tions of  reckless  campaigners  to  define 
debate  thoroughout  the  election  campaign,  it 
would  be  infinitely  better  to  publish.  The 
committees  amour  propre  is  not  as  im- 
portant as  the  public’s  right  to  know. 

There  is  nothing  recklessly  novel  in  calling 
for  Sir  Gordon's  report  to  be  published  upon 
completion.  The  report  of  Lord  Nolan's 
Commission  into  Standards  in  Public  Life 
recommended  that  Sir  Gordon  have  the 
power  to  “make  findings  and  conclusions 
public”  in  the  same  way  as  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor  General  ami  the  Parliamentary 
Commissioner  for  Administration. 

The  Prime  Minister  stopped  his  ears 
yesterday  to  arguments  for  openness  and 
chose  instead  to  see  current  anger  over  the 
suppression  of  the  Downey  report  as  a 
creation  of  the  Labour  Party,  manufactured 
to  divert  attention  from  falling  unemploy- 
ment. It  is  certainly  the  case  that  Tony  Blair 
scents  blood,  bur  that  is  because  the  Prime 
Minister  shot  himself  in  the  foot. 

John  Major  treated  the  genuine  concern  of 
the  liberal  Democrat  MP  Simon  Hughes  as 
a matter  for  levity.  Mr  Hughes  quened  the 
suppression  of  Sir  Gordon's  report  in  the 
Commons,  and  The  Times  called  for 
publication  in  this  column,  before  the 
announcement  of  any  unemployment  fig- 
ures. It  is  Parliament’s  name,  not  the 
advantage  of  any  party,  that  matters.  If  the 
Prime  Minister  had  delayed  Parliament’s 
rising  in  order  to  facilitate  publication  of  Sir 
Gordon’s  report,  then  he  might  have  gone 
some  way  to  restoring  faith  m the  ability  of 
the  Gommons  to  regulate  itself.  In  treating 
concern  so  cavalierly,  however,  the  Prime 
Minister  has  done  both  his  party  and 
Parliament  a disservice. 


HELLO,  HELLO,  DOLLY,  DOLLY 

Here  is  a Commons  committee  working  as  committees  should 


Dolly,  the  doned  sheep  which  is  now  almost 
as  famous  as  her  namesake  Dolly  Parton, 
burst  upon  a world  whose  psyche  had  been 
thoroughly  prepared  by  the  powerful  mir- 
ages of  science,  fiction.  Ever  since  Mary 
Sbefley  whiled  away  a wet  summer  writing 
Frankenstein,  the  viaon  of  fee -'crazed 
scientist  creating  life  in  a test-tube  has  been  a 
staple  of  the  genre.  The  fevered  public 
reaction  to  Dolly  doned  is  feus  both 
- understandable,  and  a tribute  to  the  power 
of  literature  to  shape  fee  mind. 

More  sober  reflections  have  come  from 
the  Committee  on  Science  and  Technology  of 
fee  House  of  Commons,  which  has  shown 
uncommon  dispatch  in  producing  a report 
on  the  Dolly  breakthrough,  pie  report 
contains  much  good  sense,  in  urging  feat  the 
instinctive  reaction  of  horror  at  the  prospect 
of  human  cloning  should  not  be  allowed  to 
cloud  the  real  prospects  of  benefit  that  come 
from  cloning  animals.  These  include 
producing  medicinal  proteins'  from  the  milk 
of  genetically  engineered  animals,  a better 
understanding  of  human  development  and 
"disease,  improving  the  productivity  of 
animals  in  agriculture  and,  more  specu- 
latively, the  possibility  of  doning  not  human 
beings,  but  human  organs. 

The  committee  — save  Sir  Trevor  Skeet, 
Who  provides  a minority  report  of  his  own  — 
is  agreed  feat  fee  regulatory  regime  in 
Britain  is  well-fitted  to  cope  with  fee 
challenges  of  cloning.  Unlike  the  United 
Stales,  where  the  subject  appears  to  have 
been  given  little  thought,  Britain  already  has 
a framework  of  law,  and  institutions  in  the 
form  of  the  Human  Fertilisation  and 
Embryology  Authority  and  the  new  Human 
Genetics  Advisory  Commission,  which  itself 
owes  its  existence  to  the  persistence  of  the 


Commons  committee  in  advocating  it. 
Between  these  two,  this  country  should  not 
foil  for  fee  lack  of  well-considered  advice. 

The  committee  says  that  human  doning 
using  the  Roslin  technique  should  be  illegal, 
if-ft  is  not  so  already.  Doubts  arise  over  the 
legal  interpretation  of  the  word  embryo.  The 
1990  Human  Fertilisation  and  Embryology 
Act  bans  human  doning  using  embryos,  but 
the  Roslin  method  uses  adult  material, 
combined  with  an  enucleated  egg.  Is  this  an 
embryo?  Legal  opinion  is  being  sought  but 
this  is  not  enough  for  the  committee,  which 
wants  Parliament  to  amend  fee  law  to 
remove  loopholes.  The  problem,  of  course,  is 
that  science  may  discover  yet  more  doning 
methods,  which  would  necessitate  yet  fur- 
ther changes.  Tweaking  of  the  law  may  be 
needed,  but  Parliament  should  also  heed  the 
advice  of  Ruth  Deech,  chairman  of  fee 
HFEA,  who  warned  fee  committee  feat  the 
law  should  be  kept  flexible  to  accommodate 
future  scientific  developments. 

The  committee  has  some  sharp  words  for 
fee  embattled  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
which  celebrated  fee  doning  of  Dolly  by 
cutting  its  funding  to  the  Roslin  Institute. 
Cavalier  and  blinkered  are  the  words  the 
committee  uses  to  describe  this  action,  and 
they  cannot  be  improved  upon.  Given  its 
record  over  BSE  — where  far  too  little  was 
spent  on  research  — and  E.  coli.  where  good 
scientific  advice  was  ignored,  it  is  plain  that 
research  management  is  not  the  minisnys 
strong  point.  Its  reluctance  to  share  data 
with  outside  researchers  is  another  blot  on 
its  record.  The  committee  is  right  *0  call  for  a 
full-scale  investigation  during  the  next 
Parliament  of  the  ways  in  which  the 
ministry  commissions  and  uses  research 
and  sdentific  advice. 


OUR  MAN  IN  OUR  VOLVO 

When  a correspondent  goes  beyond  the  call  of  duty 


alists  are  supposed  to  stay  apart  from 
ents  feat  they  describe.  But  sometimes, 
or  man  in  Albania  yesterday,  they 
it.  Anthony  Lpyd  tells  his  own  story  on 
16  of  how  he  was  co-opted  by  special 
for  a desperate  evacuation  of  an 
nage  at  Elbasan.  This  was  a feral 
don  in  a perilous  place.  It  was  earned 
Lrldy  at  dead  of  night,  in  body  armour 
ith  the  Times  Volvo  driving  shotgun.  It 
he  sort  of  story-book  experience  that 
sits  to  journalists’  subjects,  not  nor- 
to  journalists  themselves.  And  unlike 
my  newspaper  stories  it  has  a happy 
a.  All  fee  orphans  were  safely  rescued, 
m alists  come  in  all  shapes.  Our  man 
r Volvo  is  characteristic  of  a nne  01 
n correspondents  stretching  back 
littentiy  over  two  centuries.  Since. 
• his  TV  colleagues,  he  is  not  a rammar 
« should  say  that  he  is  a pony-tailed 
r Greenjacket.  and  bushwhacker  aged 
at  he  fought  in  the  Gulf  War  and  that 
eat-grondfefeer  won  a Victoria  Cross 
Somme.  Like  fee  mod  ^tms  of  aU 
ar  reporters,  William  Howard  Russell, 
b includes  taking  calculated  risks  on 

S^S-bynatn, 
se  of  archaic  convention  ^ 
15  of  security,  , the  names  of  the  other 
orrespondenls  were  unknown  id  fee 
raoer’s  readers  safely  away  from  the 
fee  guns.  Theirs  was  fee  famous 


byline  “From  Our  Own  Correspondent”. 
But  sometimes  they  were  not  only  “our"  and 
more  than  just  a correspondent.  Ferdinand 
Eber  arrived  in  Sicily  as  Garibaldi  began  his 
long  march  on  Rome,  and  was  appointed  a 
general  of  the  insurgents.  Although  fee 
writers  of  this  column  disapproved,  they 
needed  his  stirring  copy  and  kept  him  on.  In 
the  Balkans  J.  D.  Bourchier  was  depicted  on 
a stamp  in  Bulgarian  national  costume  and 
holding  a gun.  Crabb  Morrison  at  Corunna, 
China  Morrison  in  Peking  and  many  other 
Times  correspondents  helped  to  make 
history  as  well  as  the  edition. 

Some,  tragically,  died  in  fee  danger. 
Rank  Power  had  his  throat  cut  ai  Khar- 
toum. Walter  Harris.  Our  Special  Corres- 
pondent in  Morocco,  was  thrown  into  a cell 
full  of  decapitated  bodies,  and  only  escaped 
decapitation  himself  by  a hair.  Frank  Riley 
was  murdered  in  1927  covering  the  civil  war 
in  China. 

War  correspondents  tend  to  be  bad  risks 
for  life,  motor  or  any  other  insurance.  But 
bein°  a good  risk  is  not  the  accolade  they 
seek&"l  wonder  what  would  have  come  of  it 
all  had  I followed  the  quiet  path  instead  of 
noisy  drums  and  trumpets"  wrote  Russell  in 
his  later  years.  He  did  not  care  too  much 
what  fee  answer  might  have  been.  Nor  do 
we  Our  own  correspondents  still  sometimes 
march  towards  the  sound  of  the  gunfire,  find 
fee  news  and  file  the  copy.  And  we  who  read 
it  should  occasionally  salute  them. 


Election  brickbats  and  boasts,  propaganda  and  pledges 


From  the  Exchequer  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury 

Sir.  It  is  Labour's  Alistair  Darling  (let- 
ter. March  !9)  who  deceives  himself 
over  the  economic  performance  of  the 
last  18  years.  His  daim  that  the  Gov- 
ernment has  centralised  power  on  an 
“unparalleled  level"  ignores  the  devo- 
lution of  power  from  often  highly  poli- 
ticised local  authorities  to  schools  and 
from  the  incompetent  central  govern- 
ment economic  planners  of  the  1970s 
to  industry  and  consumers. 

Achievements  on  spending  as  a per- 
centage of  national  income  have  to  be 
seen  in  the  context  of  massive  in- 
creases in  other  industrialised  coun- 
tries and  fee  shift  of  spending  away 
from  loss-making  nationalised  indus- 
tries in  the  1970s  to  spending  on  core 
services  such  as  health  and  law  and 
order. 

In  1979  the  nationalised  industries 
were  losing  £50  million  every  week: 
privatised  industries  now  contribute 
E60  million  to  the  Exchequer  in  cor- 
poration tax. 

His  claim  that  the  UK.  growth  rate 
since  1979  is  less  than  that  achieved 
under  Labour  corr ven fen rly  evades  the 
fact  that  the  1970s  were  a higher 
growth,  but  also  a much  higher  infla- 
tion era.  Our  growth  is  now  much 
closer  10  the  EU  average.  Just  as  im- 
portant. we  have  moved  from  (he  bot- 
tom of  the  league  of  G7  countries  far 
manufacturing-productivity  growth 
in  the  1960s  and  1970s  to  the  top  since 
1980.  That  was  why  the  independent 
National  Institute  for  Economic  and 
Social  Research  recently  prod  aimed 
that  we  had  dosed  four  fifths  of  the 
competitiveness  gap  with  Germany. 

Most  ludicrous  is  Mr  Darling^ 
daim  on  debt  The  national  debt  has 
been  lower  every  single  year  under 
this  Government  than  in  any  year 
under  Labour  and  is  the  lowest  of  all 
major  EU  countries.  We  have  also 
borrowed  at,  on  average,  half  the  level 
of  the  last  Labour  Government. 

No  one  would  daim  that  govern- 
ments do  not  make  mistakes,  but  the 
fact  is  that  Britain's  very  long-term  de- 
cline has  been  halted  in  the  past  18 
years  — which  might  explain  why  Mr 
Darling's  party  has  so  hurriedly  had 
to  abandon  most  of  its  central  econo- 
mic policies  and  adopt  fee  Govern- 
ment’s own  tax  and  spending  plans. 

Yours  faithfully. 

PHILLIP  OPPENHE1M, 

House  of  Commons. 

March  19. 

From  Mr  David  Gale 

Sir.  Your  leading  article  today  states 
that  "Mr  Major’s  desire  to  maintain 
fee  highest  standards  in  public  life  is 
conspicuous".  Yet  he  has  presided 
over  fee  most  conspicuously  disrepu- 
rable  Government  of  my  (62  years’) 


lifetime.  Westminster  is  littered  with 
fee  half-buried  remains  of  sleaze, 
mendacity  and  questionable  conduct 
of  government,  ministers  and  MPs 
over  the  last  five  years. 

IF  the  buck  does  actually  arrive  and 
stop  in  Downing  Srreer.  how  is  It  feat 
Mr  Major  manages  to  hang  on  10  his 
honourable  reputation? 

Yours  sincerely. 

DAVID  GALE, 

37  Harlech  Road,  N7. 

March  20. 

From  Mrs  Linda  Moule 

Sir.  Over  the  next  six  weeks  every  el- 
derly Conservative  should  remind 
first-time  voters  of  the  reality'  of  life 
under  a Labour  government 

Yours  faithfully. 

L MOULE, 

White  Coppice  Farm. 

High  Hurstwood,  East  Sussex. 

From  Mr  Martin  Omstein 

Sir.  The  newsworthiness  of  a 44-day 
“longest  election  fight  in  memory"  (re- 
port. March  17}  can  only  bring  a smile 
and  a sigh  of  envy  from  an  American 
reader,  in  order  to  elect  a president  we 
are  forced  to  endure  well  over  a year 
of  adverts,  debates,  interviews,  rallies, 
promises,  enthusiastic  announce- 
ments. tearful  withdrawals,  the  hype 
and  spectacle  of  the  conventions,  un- 
relenting attacks,  accusations  and 
“sound  bites". 

A world  where  aU  this  is  condensed 
down  to  44  days  is  Utopia  indeed. 

Yours  sincerely. 

MARTIN  H.  ORNSTE1N. 

26-1S  Quail  Ridge  Drive. 

Plains  boro.  New  Jersey. 

From  Mr  A.  R.  Reynolds 

Sir,  The  tendency  towards  televised 
debates  for  “prime  ministerial"  candi- 
dates must  be  considered  unwelcome, 
at  least  from  one  point  of  view.  This, 
together  with  the  ever-increasing  em- 
phasis given  to  the  party  above  the 
person  standing  for  election  in  a con- 
stituency, detracts  from  fee  main  pur- 
pose of  a general  election. 

Each  elector  is  voting  for  a candi- 
date to  represent  him  or  her  at  the 
Palace  of  Westminster.  We  are  nor 
voting  for  a prime  minister.  Even  the 
residents  of  Huntingdon  and  Sedge- 
field  should  not  be  under  this  misap- 
prehension. 

Yours  sincerely. 

A REYNOLDS, 

Whirwell,  41  Chesterton  Avenue, 
Hajpenden,  Hertfordshire, 

March  17. 

From  Ms  Naomi  Holloway 

Sir.  I was  dismayed  to  see  in  your  re- 
ports today  one  fear  referred  to  fee 


cost  of  Cherie  Booth's  dorhtes.  I hope 
this  is  not  a sign  of  things  id  come  over 
the  next  six  weeks  of  electioneering. 

As  a working  woman  with  a consid- 
erable income  Mrs  Blair's  expendi- 
ture on  clothes  is  probably  not  dissi- 
milar proportionately  to  that  of  many 
working  women. 

Here  is  a successful  woman  who, 
like  many  of  us,  earns  and  spends  her 
own  money. 

Yours  sincerely. 

NAOMI  HOLLOWAY. 

12  Middle  Road. 

East  Barnet,  Hertfordshire. 

March  IS. 

From  MrB.  M.  Suchak 

Sir.  I would  like  to  suggest  to  Mr 
Nicholas  Bud  gen  (article,  “We  ignore 
immigration  at  our  peril"  March  IS) 
that  an  influx  of  any  400  families 
would  cause  considerable  soda)  ten- 
sion in  his  village.  His  emphasis  on 
Asian  families  is  not  only  misplaced 
but  also  dangerous. 

Yours  faithfully, 

B.  M.  SUCHAK, 

Suchak  & Co  (solicitors). 

472  High  Road,  Wembley,  Middlesex. 
March  IS. 

From  Dr  G.  P.  Banker 

Sir,  Your  cartoon  summary  today  of 
Majors  reign  is  ironic,  especially  fee 
cartoon  depicting  electricity  privatisa- 
tion. captioned  “Privatisation  gave 
power  to  the  people". 

At  the  moment,  shareholders  in 
London  Electricity  who  do  not  wish  ro 
sell  their  shares  to  the  American  com- 
pany Entergy  are  having  them  com- 
pulsorily purchased  under  provisions 
of  the  Company's  Act  1985.  So  much 
for  a shareholders’  democracy. 

The  choice,  it  seems,  is  not.  as  fee 
Eurosoeptics  claim,  between  power  re- 
maining in  Westminster  or  going  to 
Brussels,  but  between  it  remaining 
here  or  going  to  Wall  Street. 

Yours  sincerely, 

G.  P.  BOWKER. 

4 Hillgate  Place,  Kensington,  W8. 
March  18. 

From  Mr  Maurice  Taylor 

Sir,  Nat  dissimilar  in  content  and 
style  to  the  general  election,  an  equally 
enriching  event  will  be  taking  place  at 
about  the  same  time. 

As  anyone  who  follows  fee  Euro- 
vision Song  Contest  will  know,  fee  re- 
sulting scores  are  infinitely  more  en- 
thralling than  the  songs  that  have 
been  sung. 

Yours  sincerely. 

MAURICE  TAYLOR. 

22  Garemont  Hill. 

Shrewsbury.  Shropshire. 

March  16. 


Nato  enlargement 

From  MrP.J.  Riddell 

Sir.  Western  reaction  to  Russia's  hos- 
tilities towards  an  extended  Nato 
(leading  article,  March  20)  reminds 
me  uncomfortably  of  the  Versailles 
Treaty's  attitude  towards  Germany 
after  fee  First  World  War. 

1 believe  it  would  be  a grave  mistake 
to  consider  Russia  to  have  been  defeat- 
ed in  the  Cold  War.  Rather  it  has 
emerged  from  an  experiment  wife  a 
philosophy  which  has  proved  to  be 
flawed,  but  the  experience  of  which 
has  nevertheless  something  to  teach 
the  world. 

In  any  case,  we  should  beware  of 
humiliating  a nation  and  riding 
rough-shod  over  legitimate  concerns 
which  can  only  store  up  trouble  for 
future  generations. 

Yours  sincerely. 

P.J.  RIDDELL 

12a  Norham  Road,  Oxford. 

March  2U. 

From  Lord  Kennel 

Sir.  Last  Friday  you  published  letters 
from  Professor  Sir  Michael  Howard, 
our  foremost  historian,  and  Sir  Frank 
Cooper,  a most  distinguished  former 
Permanent  Under-Secretary  of  State 
at  the  Ministry  of  Defence  (March  141, 
each  warning  feat  the  Government's 
unexplained  drive  for  Naro  expansion 
is  pointless  atul  dangerous. 

On  the  same  day  I raised  a mini-de- 
bate on  Nato  enlargement  in  fee 
House  of  Lords,  ir  lasted  90  minutes.  I 
had  ten  minutes  to  speak.  Lord 
Chesham.  the  non-spedalist  whip 
who  was  answering  instead  of  any 
minister,  had  15.  He  ended:  “I  have 
considerably  more  to  say,  but , . . time 
ha>*  caught  up  with  me."  The  12  other 
speakers  had  five  minutes  each.  It  had 
heen  a fight  to  get  feat. 

Lord  L hesham  also  said:  “No  issue 
has  higher  priority  in  Britain's  foreign 
policy.”  He  spoke  of  democracy  and 
transparency  and.  answering  none  of 
the  questions  raised,  limited  himself, 
in  Sir  Frank's  word,  to  “assertions". 

Why  has  Nato's  future  remained 
undiscusscd  in  either  House  of  Parlia- 
ment except  for  a 90-minute  airing  in 
the  Commons  three  weeks  ago  and 
this  .me  Lords’  debate,  both  on  the  ini- 
tiative i»l  backlx-nchers?  The  Foreign 
Office  d«ir.s  nut  even  know  if  the  mat- 
ter has  been  examined  in  other  parlia- 
ments. 

What  was  Nam  supposed  to  de- 
fend? Was  ft  democracy? 

Yours  etc- 
kennft. 

House  of  lords. 

March  In. 
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Aid  for  Albania 

From  Dr  Raymond  Hutchings 

Sir.  You  are  quite  right  (leading  article 
today)  fear  it  was  “shameful"  that 
Europe  could  not  deal  wife  violence 
and  atrocities  in  former  Yugoslavia. 
But  as  regards  Albania,  you  conclude 
fear  "very  considerable  humanitarian 
aid  in  fee  very  short  term"  may  well 
be  needed. 

One  cannot  deny  the  need,  but  how 
can  aid  get  in  unless  at  least  one  port 
and  airport  are  secured? 

In  Apeldoom.  Malcolm  Rifkind  op- 
posed the  French  and  Italian  proposal 
to  deploy  up  to  3.000  men  to  make 
secure  Tirana  airport,  and  in  fee  light 
of  your  recommendation,  it  seems 
Illogical  that  you  too  do  not  favour 
that  proposal 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.  HUTCHINGS 
(Author, 

Historical  Dictionary  of  Albania, 
Scarecrow  Press,  1996), 

168  Turnpike  Link, 

Croydon,  Surrey. 

March  17. 


Tunnels  questioned 

From  Dr  Martin  R.  Cragg 

Sir,  The  proposal  from  David  Green, 
President  of  fee  Institution  of  Dvil  En- 
gineers (letter,  March  II),  that  Lon- 
don’s traffic  problems  can  be  solved 
by  an  underground  network  of  turf- 
nels  is  certainly  innovative  but  I 
would  suggest  impracticable. 

Tunnelling  unfortunately  is  a very 
expensive  solution  and  in  London  pro- 
hibitively so.  given  the  enormous  re- 
lated cost  of  diverting  services,  in- 
cluding fee  Underground  network. 
The  associated  works  would  also  be 
extremely  disruptive  to  traffic  over  the 
many  years  of  construction. 

All  the  political  parties  are  support- 
ive of  a sustainable  transport  policy. 
We  should  seek  to  contain  or  evai  re- 
duce private  vehicular  movement,  not 
to  foster  it.  and  to  encourage  more  en- 
vironmentally friendly  modes  of 
transport,  namely  (light)  rail,  bus, 
cycling  and  walking. 

Travel  into  central  London  is  ideally 
suited  to  public  transport  as  fee  routes 
are  radial.  The  difficulty  is  in  coping 
wife  orbital  movements,  especially  in 
outer  London,  which  cannot  easily  be 
provided  by  public  transport  and  for 
which  tunnelling  is  unlikely  to  help. 
In  any  event,  by  comparison  wife 
other  major  European  dries,  Lon- 
don’s traffic  moves  relatively  freely. 

As  Mr  Green  suggests,  tolling  could 
be  an  important  source  of  funds.  But 
any  money  available  for  improving 
transport  in  London  should  be  largely 
earmarked  for  fee  long  overdue  im- 


U-boat  secrets 

From  DrP.  J.  Horsey 

Sir,  The  retrieval  of  U55&S  codebooks 
in  November  1942  (Ralph  Erskine’S 
letter,  March  18)  involved  aU  three 
members  of  HMS  Pet  ants  crew  strip- 
ping naked  and  diving  into  the  rough 
sea  in  darkness  to  reach  the  sub- 
marine. Tammy  Brown  was  a boy  as- 
sistant to  the  Naafi  canteen  manager 
and  therefore  a civilian.  It  was  he  who 
handed  fee  codeboaks  to  the  sea  boat’s 
crew.  The  submarine  sank  suddenly 
when  he  was  at  the  top  of  the  ladder 
leading  to  the  control  room  and  he 
was  the  only  one  to  be  picked  up. 

When  his  age  (16)  became  known  he 
was  sent  home  and  lost  his  life  two 
years  later  while  attempting  to  save 
his  infant  sister  from  a fire  which  en- 
gulfed his  South  Shields  home.  His 
George  Medal  was  well  deserved  and 
it  would  be  interesting  to  know  what 
became  of  it 

Yours  faithfully. 

PETER  HORSEY. 

The  Old  Manor, 

Ashley.  Stockbridge,  Hampshire. 


provements  in  public  (sustainable) 
transport  and  traffic  management 
schemes. 

Yours  truly, 

MARTIN  CRAGG 

(Chief  Executive  and  Secretary). 

The  Institution  of  Highways 
and  Transportation. 

6 Endsleigh  Street.  WC1. 

From  Lord  Berkeley 

Sir,  As  a member  of  his  institution,  I 
applaud  David  Green’s  efforts  to  se- 
cure work  for  his  members,  but  is  his 
idea  really  a transport  priority? 

A tunnel  to  carry  5.000  passengers 
per  hour  in  their  cars  would  probably 
cost  five  to  ten  times  the  cost  of  one  to 
carry  fee  same  number  in  trains  un- 
der ground,  and  cause  much  greater 
environmental  damage. 

1 suggest  that  his  institution  should 
direct  its  energies  to  promoting  pro- 
jects which  have  some  chance  otbeing 
realised,  such  as  Thameslink  2000. 
Crossrai!  or  the  East  London  Line  ex- 
tension, along  with  a comprehensive 
network  of  bus  lanes  and  transport  in- 
terchanges. These  will  do  much  more 
to  improve  fee  quality  of  life  in  Lon- 
don, and  ax  a much  lower  cost  than  a 
rabbit  warren  of  road  tunnels. 

Yours, 

BERKELEY 

(Chairman,  Railfreight  Group). 
House  of  Lords. 

March  12 


letters  for  publication  may 

be  faxed  to  0171-782  5046. 


Film  censor’s  duty 
‘to  uphold  values’ 

From  Mr  Peter  M.  Noonan 

Sir,  1 was  dismayed  to  see  that  the 
British  Board  of  Him  Classification 
has  approved  the  showing  of  fee  film 
Crash  (report,  March  19). 

You  report  that  in  coming  to  its  deci- 
sion the  board  obtained  fee  profes- 
sional opinions  of  a QC  who  special- 
ises in  obscenity  cases  and  a forensic 
psychiatrist.  But  such  “expert"  advice 
should  not,  in  my  view,  be  put  for- 
ward as  justification  for  fee  board’s 
conclusions. 

The  public  expects  its  film  censors 
to  protect  the  mores  and  values  of 
British  society  by  the  application  to 
questions  of  decency  of  simple  com- 
mon sense. 

film  makers  expect  the  censors’  pol- 
icies to  be  clear  and  consistent  Time 
perhaps  for  fee  censors  to  be  cen- 
sured? 

Yours  faithfully, 

PETER  NOONAN. 

Palm  Beach,  21  Orchard  Hill. 
Rudgwick,  West  Sussex. 

March  19. 

From  Councillor  Robert  Moreland 

Sir,  You  report  fee  legal  adviser  to  fee 
British  Board  of  film  Classification  as 
stating  feat  the  “average  viewer" 
would  reject  fee  values  of  fee  film 
Crash. 

The  real  concern  is  not  the  "average 
viewer",  or  indeed  the  majority  of 
viewers,  who  no  doubt  will  reject  fee 
values  of  the  film  and,  hopefully,  will 
find  it  repulsive.  The  concern  of  those 
of  us  who  viewed  the  film  for  West- 
minster Council  is  fee  effect  on  those 
— no  doubt  a minority — who  could  be 
influenced  by  the  values  of  the  film.  If 
one  person  takes  seriously  the  mes- 
sage expressed  by  one  character,  that 
road  crashes  “stimulate"  then  there 
should  be  public  concern. 

I see  no  public  benefit  — or  enjoy- 
ment — in  showing  the  film,  at  least 
without  the  cuts  suggested  by  West- 
minster City  Council. 

Yours  faithfully. 

ROBERT  MORELAND  ’ 

(Councillor  for  Knightsbridge). 
Westminster  City  Council, 

Victoria  Street,  SW1. 

March  19. 


Voices  in  the  House 

From  MrJ.  S.  Roche 

Sir,  It  is  always  unwelcome  to  dis- 
agreewith  Betty  Bocferoyd,  but  there 
are  strong  constitutional  arguments 
against  her  ruling  on  pagers  in  the 
Commons  (report,  March  13).  The 
issue  isamuch  wider  one  fear?  just  the 
noise  of  an  intenuption,  as  dearly  a 
pager  could  be  silent  and  the  informa- 
tion it  provided,  deadly. 

The  real  question  is  the  unrealism 
of  fee  assumption  feat  — unlike 
traders,  bankers,  doctors,  civil  ser- 
vants or  most  other  professionals  — 
MPS  should  be  expected  to  be  expertly 
briefed  beforehand  on  all  matters  feat 
could  conceivably  arise  in  the  cham- 
ber, or  in  committee.  Clearly  they 
cannot 

Is  it  right  to  deny  the  opportu- 
nity to  make  better,  more  informed 
contributions  to  debate  as  a result  of 
information  feat  they  can  be  provided 
by  researchers  whilst  debates  are  in 
progress?  Democracy  will  ultimately 
be  fee  poorer  if  those  who  control  fee 
practices  of  the  House  of  Commons  do 
not  recognise  feat  legislation  is  better 
made  through  etgjertise  than  rhetoric. 
Please  think  again.  Madam  Speaker. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  S.  ROCHE, 

\9  Cabot  Drive,  Dibden. 
Southampton,  Hampshire. 


Architectural  merit 

From  Professor  Paul  Kline 

Sir.  The  strange  thing  is  not  that 
Tadao  Ando  cannot  call  himself  an 
architect  (report,  March  20)  but  that 
those  who  have  passed  architectural 
exams  can. 

Yours  sincerely. 

PAUL  KUNE. 

University  of  Exeter, 

Department  of  Psychology, 

Exeter,  Devon. 

March  20. 


Yes,  we  have  none 

From  Mr  John  Eden 

Sir,  We  shouldn’t  be  surprised  that 
bananas  have  supplanted  apples  in 
the  public  affection  (report.  March  19). 
given  that  bananas  still  taste  like  ba- 
nanas, whereas  apples  taste  of  noth- 
ing in  particular. 

Yours,  etc. 

JOHN  EDEN. 

12  Eastern  Road, 

Sutton  Coldfield,  West  Midlands. 
March  19. 


Too  dose  for  comfort 

From  Mr  Robin  Findley 

Sir,  T suggest  feat  Sir  George  Cooper 
(letter.  March  17)  need  not  worry 
unduly  about  the  letter  he  received 
signed  by  a lady  calling  herself  the 
Head  of  Fulfilment  ...  at  least,  not 
until  he  opens  one  — as  I did  this 
morning  — from  a lady  describing 
herself  as  Operational  Quality. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ROBIN  FINDLAY, 

10  Glebe  Road,  Cheam.  Surrey. 
March  17. 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
March  2ft  Air  Chief  Marshal  Sir 
Mkfcad  GraydoR  was  received  by 
The  Queen  upon  relinquishing  ha 
appointment  as  Chief  of  the  Air  Staff. 

Major  General  Raymond  Sharp 
was  received  by  Her  Majesty  upon 
relinquishing  his  appointment  as 
Regimental  Colonel.  Royal  New 
South  Wales  Regiment. 

Mrs  Sharp  was  also  recchrd  by 
The  Queen. 

His  Excellency  Mr  Anatoly 
Adamishin  and  Mrs  Adarnishma 
were  received  in  farewell  audience  by 
Her  Majesty  and  look  leave  upon  His 
Excellency  rdinquishirw  his  appornt- 
meni  as  Ambassador  from  the  Rus- 
sian federation  to  the  Court  cf  Sr 
James's. 

The  Quern.  Patron,  this  afternoon 
attended  a Concert  at  the  Royal 
College  of  Music.  Prince  Consort 
Road.  London  SW7.  was  received  by 
die  Chairman  (Mr  Leopold  de  Roth- 
sriiHd)  and  afterwards  toured  die 
College. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh.  President 
Emeritus.  World  Wide  Fund  for 
Nature  - WWF  International,  dus 
morning  left  Calgary  and  Bew  to 
Nova  Scotia. 

His  Royal  Highness  this  aftemocxi 
arrived  in  Halifax. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  this  eve- 
ning attended  a Dinner  for  World 
Wide  Fund  far  Nature  at  the  Prince 
George  Hotel. 

The  Queen  was  represented  by  die 
Baroness  Miller  of  Hendon  (Bar- 
oness in  Waiting}  aithe  Funeral  of  Sir 
John  Stow  (formerly  Governor-Gen- 
eral of  Barbados)  which  was  hdd  at 
Putney  Vale  Crematorium.  London 
SWTS,  this  morning 
March  2ft  The  Prince  Edward. 
Trustee.  The  Duke  of  Edinburgh's 
Award  International  Found  anon, 
and  Chairman,  international  Coun- 
cil. The  Duke  of  Edinburgh's  Award 
International  Association,  this  morn- 
ing left  Heathrow  Airport  London, 
for  New  Delhi  India. 

His  Royal  Highness  was  received 
in  New  Delhi  by  the  British  High 
Commissioner  (His  Excellency  the 
Hon  Sir  David  Gore-Booth). 

lieutenant  Colonel  Sean  O'Dwyer 
is  in  attendance. 

March  2D:  The  Princess  Royal.  Coio- 
nd-in-Chief.  Royal  Logistic  Corps, 
this  afternoon  received  Major  Gen- 
eral Colin  Carting ton  upon 
relinquishing  his  appointment  as 
Cotonel  Commandant  and  Major 
General  David  Boning  upon  assum- 
ing the  appointment 

Her  Royal  Highness  Eater  attended 
the  Spring  Meeting  and  delivered  the 
Lecture  to  mark,  the  Twenty  Fifth 
Anniversary  of  the  Faculty  of  Public 
Health  Meaidne  at  the  Royal  CoDegr 
of  Physicians.  Si  Andrews  Place. 
London  NWi. 

ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 

March  20:  Hie  Prince  of  Wales  this 

[Doming  visited  the  Wolverhampton 


Earns  and  Star,  was  received  by 
Her  Majesty's  UjnWieutewm  rf 
West  Midlands  (Mr  Robert  Tsytan 
and  viewed  the  news  gathering  and 
printing  facilities  and  met  soB. 

H is  Royal  Highness.  Resident, 
this  afternoon  attended  a presents 
lion  to  local  business  leaders  on  the 
work  of  The  Prince*  Trust  and 

Business  in  the  Community,  at 
Wolveriuunpnx!  Wanderers  Football 

Ground.  . , 

The  Prince  of  Wales.  President 
Business  in  the  Community,  later 
attended  Tomorrow*  World  Live  at 
ihe  NEC*.  Birmingham,  and  pre- 
sented the  1 W Prince  of  Wales 
Awards  for  Innovation. 

His  Royal  Highness.  President, 
this  evening  attended  the  RW" 
Otarity  Premiere  of  “Star  Wars"  at 
the  Odeon  Cinema.  Leicester  Square; 
London  WC2.  in  aid  of  The  Prince* 
Trust- 

KENSINGTON  PALACE 
March  20:  The  Princess  Margaret. 
Countess  of  Snowdon  was  present 
this  evening  at  the  Imperial  War 
Museum.  London  SE1.  to  attend  a 
Reception  (a  celebrate  the  eightieth 
birthday  of  Dame  Vera  Lynn,  and  to 
view  the  “Forties  Fashion  and  the 
New  Look"  Exhibition. 

Her  Royal  Highness  was  received 
by  Her  Majesty*  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Greater  London  (Field  Marshal  The 
Lord  Bramall,  KG). 

Man*  20:  The  Duke  of  Gloucester. 
Deputy  CtotoncHn-ChieL  The  Royal 
Logistic  Corps  today  received  Major 
General  Colin  Carrington  on 
relinquishing  his  appointment  as 
Representative  Colonel  Comman- 
dant and  Major  General  David 
Booing  on  assuming  die  appointment. 

The  Duke  aT  Gloucester.  President. 
British  Consultants  Bureau,  this  eve- 
ning attended  a Dinner  at  the  Royal 
Thames  Yacht  Chib.  Knights  bridge. 
LandonSWl. 

YORK  HOUSE 

March  20:  The  Duke  of  Kao.  Vice- 
Chairman.  the  British  Overseas 
Trade  Board,  this  morning  visited 
United  Kingdom  Glass  Gels  Limited. 
Hampstead  Lane.  Gloucester,  and 
was  met  on  arrival  by  Her  Majesty's 
Lord- Lieu  tenant  of  Gloucestershire 
(Mr  Henry  Elwes). 

His  Royal  Highness  this  afternoon 
opened  new  student  facilities  at  the 
Cheltenham  and  Gloucester  College 
of  Higher  Education.  PinvflJe  Cam- 
pus. Cheltenham.  Gloucestershire. 

The  Duchess  of  Kent.  President, 
(his  evening  a (Tended  a performance 
of  Werther.  at  the  Royal  Northern 
College  of  Music.  Oxford  Road. 
Manchester.  Greater  Manchester. 
THATCHED  HOUSE  LODGE. 
Man*  2ft  Princess  Alexandra.  Viv- 
President  of  the  British  Red  Cross, 
accompanied  by  the  Rt  Hon  Sir 
Angus  Ogtivy.  this  morning  opened 
die  new  headquarters  of  the  Bermuda 
Red  Cross,  9 Berry  HU  Road.  Paget. 
Bermuda. 


Royal  engagements 

The  Queen  will  visit  Queen  Elizabeth 
Endowed  School.  Mansfield.  Not- 
tinghamshire. at  10.15;  wfli  attend  a 
reception  and  luncheon  at  Notting- 
ham Council  House  at  I ISO:  will  visit 
Nottingham  Courthouse  at  1-55.  Later 
she  will  open  the  new  headquarters 
for  Boots  at  225;  wfll  visa  Boots 
Contract  Manufacturing  Develop- 
ment Laboratories  at  240:  and  win 
visit  Boots  Healthcare  International 
at3.00. 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  on  behalf  of  the 
Queen,  will  hold  an  Investiture  at 
Buckingham  Palace,  at  11-00.  As 
President;  The  Prince*  Trust,  will 
attend  (he  British  Telecom 
Swimathon  at  the  Queen  Mather 
Sports  Cfentre.  223  Vauxhali  Bridge 
Road.  Victoria,  at  1.45. 

The  Duke  of  York  will  visit  the 
Defence  Technology  stand  at  [he  Year 
of  Engineering  Success  exhibition  ax 
the  National  Exhibition  Centre. 
Birmingham,  at  1.10. 


Luncheon 

National  Sporting  Club 
Mr  Franqois  Pienaar  was  the  guest  of 

honour  and  speaker  at  a luncheon  of 
the  National  Sporting  Qub  hdd 
yesterday  at  the  Cafe  Royal.  Mr  Bob 
U'iUis.  chairman,  presided. 


Lord  Cheimer 

A manorial  service  for  Lard 
Chebner  wiD  be  held  in  Chelms- 
ford Cathedral  an  Wednesday. 
April  23. 1997,  at  3.00pm. 


Margery  Clay 

A celebration  for  the  life  of  Mar- 
gery Clay,  teacher  of  English  1942 
to  1972.  North  London  Collegiate 
School  will  be  held  on  Sunday, 
April  20.  at  3.00pm  in  the  Music 
School  at  Canons.  For  an  invita- 
tian  please  telephone 0181 952  0912. 


Nene  College, 
Northampton 

Sir  John  Lowther.  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Northamptonshire,  will  take  the 
chair  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Nene  College  Court  hdd  today  in 
Northampton.  The  Chairman  of 
Governors.  Air  Marshal  Sir  John 
Suitcn.  will  present  foe  Annual 
Accounts  and  Dr  S.  Martin  Gas- 
kell.  Director,  will  present  die 
Academic  Report 


Birthdays 

today 

Lord  Boston  ofFaversham.  QC  67. 
Mr  Peter  Brook,  theatrical  pro- 
ducer, 72:  Dr  CL  Bnmdin,  former 
President  Templeton  College.  Ox- 
ford. 6&  Mr  Brian  Clough,  former 
football  manager.  61;  Miss  Aim 
Qwyd.  MP,  6ft  Mr  Timothy 
Dalton,  actor,  51;  Mr  feuan  Evans, 
rugby  player,  33;  Mr  Michael 
Foreman,  writer  and  illustrator, 
59;  Mrs  Uin  Golding.  MP,  64;  Sir 

John  Hall,  fanner  chairman.  Cam- 
eron Hall  Developments.  64;  Mr 
Roger  Hammond,  actor.  61:  Mr 
David  Heaftcatf-Amory,  MP.  4&- 
Mr  Michael  Hesdtine.  Deputy 
Prime  Minister.  64;  Mr  Antony 
Hopkins,  composer  and  conduc- 
tor. 76:  Mr  Frederic  Home,  former 
Chief  Taxing  Master.  Supreme 
Court.  8ft  Miss  Ann  Mackay. 
soprano,  41;  Sir  Peter  Main,  for- 
mer chairman,  The  Boots  Com- 
pany. 72;  (be  Earl  of  Munster.  71; 
Baroness  NicoJ.  74;  Lord  Oaksey. 
63;  Sir  John  Palmer,  former  Presi- 
dent Law  Society.  77;  Professor 
J.D.  Pickard,  consultant  neuro- 
surgeon, 51;  Vice-Admiral  Mal- 
colm G.  Rutherford.  56:  Sir  Brian 
Shaw,  chairman.  Port  of  London 
Authority.  64;  Viscount  Souibuiy, 
82.  the  Earl  of  Swiiuon.  6ft  Mr 
Stuart  Westley,  Master.  Hafley- 
bury  College.  5ft  Lord  Wilson  of 
Langshte,  QC  81. 
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School  news 

Queen  Anne*  SchooL  Caversham 
Queen  Anne*  SchooL  Caversham 
have  awarded  the  scholarships  to 
the  following  girls  (effective 
September  1997). 

Aradcnk  htnUiUiiiic  Joanna 
Clem.  Dolphin  School.  Hurst  Amy 
Fowler.  Rupert  House  SchooL 
Henley  on  Thames;  sarah-Jane 
Golding.  Queen  Anne*  School; 
Jennifer  Hudson.  Godstowe  SchooL 
High  Wycombe:  Sara  Klngon. 
Godstowe  SchooL  High  Wycombe; 
Helen  Jeffery.  Queen  Anne*  School; 
Frances  McClure.  Queen  Anne's 
School;  Gabrielis  Smee,  Rupert 
House  School,  Henley  on  Thames; 
India  Tatham-Banxs.  Dolphin 
School.  Hurst. 

Major  Music  Scholarships:  Janet 
Weston.  Queen  Anne*  School. 

Music  Exhibitions:  Karen  Ng.  Queen 
Anne*  SchooL  Jennifer  Watson, 
Queen  Aiuie*  SchooL 


University  news 

Oxford 

The  Weldon  Memorial  Prire  1996 
Dr  Martin  A.  Nowak.  WeDcnrue 
Senior  Research  Fellow.  Head  of 
the  Mathematical  Biology  Group 
in  the  Department  of  Zoology. 
Oxford  University  and  Fellow  of 
Keble  College,  has  been  awarded 
the  Weldon  Memorial  Prize  1996. 

AD  Soob  College 
Senior  Research  Fellowships 
James  Noel  Adams,  (Professor  of 
Latin.  Reading  University),  and 
Jeremy  Nicholas  Butterfield.  (Lec- 
turer in  Philosophy.  Cambridge 
University)  have  been  elected  to 
Senior  Research  Fellowship  from 
January  1. 1998. 

Cambridge 

Darwin  College 

Anne  Carla  Ferguson-Smith.  has 
been  elected  into  Official  Fellow- 
ship. 


Appointments 

Mr  David  Wright  to  be  Ambas- 
sador to  Qatar  from  the  end  of 
May,  in  succession  to  Mr  Patrick 
Wogan  who  is  retiring  from  the 
Diplomatic  Service. 

Dr  John  Freeman  to  be  United 
Kingdom  Permanent  Repre- 
sentative to  the  International 
Atomic  Energy  Agency,  to  the 
United  Nations  Industrial  Dev- 
elopment Organisation  and  to 
other  United  Nations  Organ- ' 
isations  at  Vienna  in  succession  to 
Mr  Christopher  Hulsc  who  wOi  be 
moving  to  a new  Diplomatic 
Service  appointment-  Dr  Freeman, 
who  will  hold  the  personal  rank  of 
ambassador,  will  take  up  his 
appointment  next  month. 


Tbe  Bishop  of  London,  left  with  Canon  John  Oates,  Rector  of  St  Bride's.  Reef  Street, 
after  he  had  commissioned  the  rector  as  Area  Dean  of  the  CSty  of  London  yesterday. 


Memorial  services 


Sir  John  May 
The  Lord  Chancellor  was  present 
at  a memorial  service  for  Sir  John 
May.  a former  Lord  Justice  of 
Appeal  and  past  Treasurer  of  the 
Inner  Temple,  hdd  an  Wednesday 
at  The  Temple  Church.  Canon 
Joseph  Robinson,  Master  of  The 
Temple,  officiated. 

Mrs  Juliet  Cameron,  daughter, 
read  (he  lesson.  Sir  Rands  Ptir- 
chas  gave  an  address. 

Hie  Lord  Chief  Justice,  foe 
Master  of  the  Rolls  and  tbe 
President  of  the  Family  Division 
attended.  Among  others  present 


Lady  May  (widow).  Mr  and  Mis  Sin 
May  (son  and  daiwhter-InHaw). 
Nicholas  May  (son).  Mr  Jar 


Mis  Simon 
Mr 

_ _ lames 

Cameron  teon-in-taw].  Frederick  May 
(grandson),  Oliver  Wesion  (step 
grandson),  Mr  and  Mrs  Paul  Peterson 
and  other  members  oX  the  family. 

viscount  and  Viscountess  Hood. 
Lady  Mackay  at  Ctashtem.  Lady 
Wool!  tbe  Treasurer  of  the  Middle 
Temple,  Lord  Jenldn  of  Rodlng 
(representing  Ctlflon  College  and  me 
Old  CUnoolan  Society)  with  Mr  Hugh 
Monro  (Headmasiejl  and  Mis  Monro, 
and  Mr  Andrew  Thornhill.  QC 
(chairman  or  the  council! 

Lady  Harris  of  Greenwich.  Lord  and 
Lady  Dunboyne.  Lord  Goff  of 
Chleveley.  PBA.  Lady  Borne,  imd 
Loyd  of  Berwick  Lord  and  Lady 
Bridge  of  Harwich.  Lady  Brandon  oT 
Oafcbrook.  Lady  Brawn,  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Inner  Temple  and  Lady 
STMuehwn.  Lady  Puicnas.  Lard  Justice 
Merritt.  Lord  Justice  and  Lady 
Swtnron  Thomas.  Lord  Justice  Judge. 

Lord  Justice  and  Lady  Hobtaouse.  Lord 

Justice  Mummery. 

Lott]  justice  Otton,  Lord  Justice 
Leggatz.  Lord  Justice  Evans,  Lord 
Justice  Koch.  Lord  Justice  Brooke. 

Lord  Justice  Hutchison.  Lord  Justice 

Simon  Brown.  Lord  Justice  Kennedy. 

Lord  Justice  Thorpe.  Lord  Justice  and 
Lady  Waller.  Sir  John  and  the  Hon 
Lady  Stephenson.  Lady  Him.  sir 
Michael  and  Lady  Fox.  Sir  Brian  and 
Lady  Dillon.  Sir  Andrew  Leggatt. 

Sir  Ian  RerctvaL  QC.  and  Lady 
Perrival,  Sir  David  Croom-Johnson. 
Lady  NellL  Sir  Ralph  Gibson,  sir 
Christopher  and  Lady  Slade.  Sir 

Patrick  Russell,  tire  Hon  Mis  Justice 

Horn  Sheila  Lady  Bematti.  Mr  Justice 

Poppleweil.  Mr  Justice  Hidden.  Mr 

Justice  French.  Mr  Justice  and  Lady 

Curtis.  Mr  Justice  and  Lady  Turner. 

Mr  Justice  Sumner.  Mr  Justice  and 

Lady  Laws. 

Mr  justice  May.  Mr  Justice  Atooff. 
Mr  Justice  Mori  and.  Lady  (tan)  Lewis. 
Sir  Philip  and  Lady  Woodfleld. 
Admiral  Sir  James  Eberte.  Lady 
Griffin.  Sir  Ralph  and  Ladv  Kilner 

Brown.  Sir  Barry  Sheen.  Sir  Kenneth 

and  Lady  Hal  lings.  Sir  James 
Hennessy,  Sir  David  and  Lady  Lane. 

Sir  John  and  Lady  Wood,  sir  william 

Stabb.  QC.  and  Lady  Siabb.  Sir 
Godfrey  Le  Quesne.  QC 
Lady  Cooo.  Sir  Richard  Barra  a. 


Admiral  Sir  John  and  Lady  Bush,  str 
Dsvfd  and  Lady  West-RosstH.  sir  John 
and  Lady  Wood.  Professor  Sir  John 
Smith.  QC.  Lady  (Deborah) Tomer.  Mr 
Charles  and  the  Hod  Mis  Wilson.  Mr 
Petre  Crowder.  QC  and  the  Hon  Mrs 
Crowder.  Judge  AgUonby.  Judge 
Cohan.  Judge  uivid  Clarke.  QC.  and 
Mrs  Clarke.  Judge  and  Mrs  Dyer. 
Judge  PownalL  QC,  and  Mis  Pownafl. 

Mrs  J Robinson.  His  Honour  and 
Mrs  peter  Macnair.  Hfc  Honour 
Richard  Lowry.  QC.  and  Her  Honour 
Nina  Lowiv,  QC.  His  Honour  George 
Dotny.  QC.  Hb  Honour  Edgar  Far. 
QC.  His  Honour  Judge  Pollock.  Mr 
Michael  sherrard.  QC.  Mr  Gerald 
Mortarry.  QC.  and  Mrs  Mori  any.  Mr 
Roger  Henderson.  QC.  Mr  Anthony 
Mach  in.  QC.  Mr  Jonathan  Ptayfoid. 
gC^MMSuy  sankey.  QC.  Mr  Michael . 

Mr  Timothy  Preston,  QC.  Mr  James 
Goodie.  QClMr  Evhh  Stone.  QC.  Mr 
Michael  HIU.  QC  Mr  Antonio  Bueno. 
QC,  Mr  Michael  Kempster.  QC,  and 
Sire  Kempster.  Mr  John  Archer.  QC. 
Mr  R Eoglebart.  QC,  Mr  VMan 
Eobinson.  QC.  Mr  John  Crowley.  QC. 
Mr  Christopher  Symons.  QC.  Mr 
William  Crowther.  QC.  Mr  Edward 
Nugee.  QC.  Mr  Ricfond  saliet  QC.  Mr 
Roger  ntheridge,  QC,  Mr  Peter 

Lamb.  Mis  Charles 
Bartor-Bennett.  Miss  Killy  Barfcer- 

BeonetL  Mrs  Duvtd  Buchanan,  Mis 

Jane  Buchanan,  the  Rev  |vo 
Morshead.  Ms  Catherine  Morahead. 
Mr  Tim  Mcraheed.  Mr  and  Mis 
Michael  Turner.  Mr  and  Mis  Peter 
Taylor.  Mrs  Inty  Llwd-Dsvtes,  Mis 

Andrew  Edwards.  Mr  Atasodr  St  ewarv 
Rlchardson.  Mr  Anthony  Smith.  Dr 
and  Mis  David  Hay.  Mr  Stuart 

Andrews,  Mr  and  Ms  Henry  James, 

MnLomaSawlence. 

Mr  and  Mrs  Roderick  Davidson.  Mr 
CvtU  Hereford.  M«  Patrick  Hickman. 
Mrs  Catherine  Goff  Mr  Guv 
Margetson.  Mr  and  Mrs  Mask 
Gamier.  Mr  Mark  Sheldon.  Mrs  J 
KellocJ:.  Mr  Gordon  caifonl.  Mr 
Stephen  Cobb.  Mr  O Sowande,  Mis 
John  Wfllmer.  Mr  Christopher 
Purchas.  Mr  Henry  de  Lotbinltre.  Mis 
Fetidly  Clarkson.  Mr  R M Morris,  Mr 
and  Mrs  A T Gregory.  Mr  David 
Turner.  Mr  N Percy  Metcalfe.  Mr 
Florence  O'Danoghue.  Mr  Clive 
Freedman.  Mr  Roger  Seamen £.  Mr 
John  M Dennes. 

Mlss  Anne  Rafferty.  QC  (chairman. 
Criminal  Bar  Association).  Mr  Robert 

Williams,  trite  Law  Reports  and  rite 
Weekly  Late  Reports*.  Mr  W_M. 
Caldweii  (ReddlffeScbool  Trust).  Mr 
Thomas  Dennes  (Chestertons 
Residential],  and  many  otiier  friends. 

Sir  Roger  Falk 

A service  of  thanksgiving  for  (he 
life  of  Sir  Roger  Falk,  business- 
man. was  held  yesterday  at  St 
Bartholomew-the-Great.  West 
Smiihfield.  The  Rev  Dr  Martin 
Dudley  officiated  and  the  Right 
Rev  John  Taylor  said  the  prayer 
and  gave  an  opening  address. 

Mr  Hugh  Lang  gave  an  address, 
Mr  Ian  Aihery.  chief  executive. 


Sadler's  Weils  Trust,  read  a tribute 
written  by  Lady  Solti  and  Mr 
Nicholas  Grace  read  from  tbe 
works  of  William  Shakespeare. 
Among  others  present  were: 

Mr  and  Mrs  Quentin  FSJJctoan  and 
Oauehier-tn-Iaw).  Mrs  Deborah 
Lawson  and  Miss  Marianne  Falk 
(daughters),  Mr  Paul  Lawson.  Mr 
Andrew  Lawson  and  Laura  Falk 
(grandchildren).  Dr  Tamsin 
tTConnelL  Mr  Gerald  Stroud.  MisVUI 
BroOrick.  Mr -Robert  Brodrick.  Miss 

Tessa  Brodrick.  Mr  Jeremy  Lever.  QC 

Mr  Philip  Cohen. 

Sir  Dallas  Bernard.  Sir  Lewis 
Robertson.  Sir  Ronald  and  Lady 
McIntosh,  sir  Peter  - and  Lady 
Reynolds.  Sir  Nigel  Strutt.  Sir  Alan 
Dawtrj.  Sir  Austin  and  Lady  Bide. 
lady  Niven.  Sir  Alan  Hardcasue,  Sir 
Culm  Cede,  sir  Philip  Jones  (honorary 
treasurer;  Sadlers  Wells  Trust]  with 
Mr  lan  Davison  (chairman).  Professor 
Gerald  Manners  (Vice-president).  Mr 
Paul  Richardson  (technical  director. 
Sadlers  Wells  Theatre)  and  Lady  Le 
Galteis  (representing,  the  American 
Friends  of  Sadler's  WeOsL 

Mr  James  Penstone  tyfceprerident 
The  Vtc-Wefls  Association)  with  MB 
iris  Ketis  Alien  (chairman);  Mr  Robert 
Esden  (representing  the  chairman. 
Imperial  Society  of  tDilghts  Bachetor). 
MB  Jacqueline  MorreU-Tbomas 
(Action  for  Dyspftaslc  Adults?.  Mr 
Geoffrey  Adams  (Design  and 
industries  Association)  with  Mis  Nell 
Chamberlain;  Mr  Stewart  Urry 
(HaffevtnnyL  Mr  BUJ  TYrwtita-Drake 
(president  and  honorary  secretary. 
The  Hatieybtny  Sodoy)  and  Mrs 
Trrwhin -Drake,  Mr  Jim  Donaldson  (P- 
^ Pension  Troraees).  Mr  Petw  Scon 
(Provincial  Insurance.  BUT  Peter 
warland  {BEAPV 

Mr  Barry  Pinson.  QC  and  Mrs 
Pinson.  Mr  Anthony  Bucher.  QC.  Mr 
David  Lawson.  Mrs  Christine  Colder. 
Mr  Jason  Colder,  the  Rev  Philip  and 
Mrs  Morgan.  Mr  Anthony  Darts.  Mr 
and  Mis  David  Jewell.  Mr  and  Mrs 
Mark  cahwn  Mr  John  Dreyfus.  Mr 
John  Mackenzie.  Mr  Tony  Howto.  Mr 
George  lyter  and  many  ocher  friends. 

MrBnrno  Gabridc 
A memorial  service  for  the  life  and 
work  of  Mr  Bnmo  Gabride, 
investment  banker,  was  hdd  yes- 
terday at  St  Margaret's  Church. 
Westminster  Abbey.  Canon  Don- 
ald Gray  officiated  and  the  Rev 
David  Cook,  Team  Rector  of  the 
Church  of  Si  Nicholas,  Newbury, 
led  the  prayers. 

Mr  Nicholas  Lyons  and  Mr 
Steven  Berger  read  the  lessons.  Mr 
Raymond  Seta.  Vice-Chairman  of 
Lehman  Brothers  International 
(Europe),  gave  an  address. 

The  Rev  Jonathan  Goodall. 
Chaplain  and  Sacrist  of  West- 
minster Abbey,  was  robed  and  in 
the  Sanctuao'. 


Anniversaries 


BIRTHS:  Johann  Sebastian  Bach, 
composer.  Eisenach.  Germany, 
1685;  Qaude-Nicolas  Ledoux, 
architect.  Dormans-sur-Marne, 
1736;  Jean  Paul  Richler,  humorist. 
Wunsiedet.  Germany,  1763:  Jean 
Baptiste  Fourier,  mathematician. 
Auxerre.  France,  1768:  Henry 
Kirke  White,  poet.  Nottingham, 
1785;  Benito  Juarez.  President  of 
Mexico  1861-72.  San  Pablo,  Mex- 
ico, 1806;  Modest  Mussorgsky, 
composer,  Kareva,  1835;  Albert 
Chevalier,  music-hall  entertainer. 
London,  1861;  H-A.L  Fisher,  his- 
torian. London,  186&  Florera  Zieg- 
feld,  theatrical  producer.  Chicago. 


1869:  Hans  Hofmann,  painter. 
Weissenberg.  Germany.  1SS0; 
Erich  Mendelsohn,  architect, 
AUenstein.  East  Prussia.  1887. 
DEATHS;  Thomas  Cranmer. 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  1533-56. 
burnt  at  the  stake,  Oxford.  1556: 
James  Ussher.  Archbishop  of  Ar- 
magh 1625-56.  Reigate,  Surrey. 
1656;  Samuel  Parker.  Bishop  of 
Oxford  1686®.  Oxford.  1688;  John 
Law.  economist,  Venice.  1729; 
Richard  Dawes,  scholar,  Heworth, 
Newcastle,  1766:  Jean-Baptiste 
Greuze,  painter.  Paris,  1805;  Rob- 
ert Southey.  Poet  Laureate  1813-43. 
Keswick,  1843;  William  Scoresby. 


clergyman  and  Arctic  eqjbrer, 
Torquay,  ISS7:  Sir  Michael 
Redgra\'c.  actor.  Denham.  Buck- 
inghamshire, 1985;  Leo  Fender, 
pioneer  of  the  electric  guitar. 
Fullerton.  California.  199L 
Aneurin  Bevan  announced  gov- 
ernment proposals  for  a National 
Health  Service.  1946- 
Dr  Kwame  Nkrumah  was  elected 
the  first  African  Prime  Minister 
south  of  the  Sahara.  1952 
Africans  were  massacred  by  police 
at  Sharpevipe,  South  Africa.  I960. 
Alcatraz  prison  in  the  Bay  of  San 
Francisco  dosed.  1963. 


the  TIMES  FRIDAY  MARCH £1997 

Forthcoming  t 
marriages 


Dinners 


HM  MeMpoBte  Sdpetffeiy 

of  Comm  ^ 
Lon!  Orirf  Justwe,  W 

Justice  Gage.  Mr  David 
QC,  and  Mr  David  Lay. 
pairing  Senior  ftovmoal  Stipere 
diary  Magistrate,  were  foe  guests 
of  HM  Metropolitan  Sopeattagf 
Magistrates  a t their  Annual  Din- 
at  tbe  Middle  Temple  last 

nig*-  ^ ^ 

Magistrate.  Mr  P«er  Badge. 

presided.  . 

■ Winston  Ctairchin  Memorial 

TYust  . . 

Lady  Soames.  Chamnan  of  me 
TYustees  of  foe  Winston  Cmi  reran 
Memorial  Trust,  was  foejwff  at  a 
burner  hrfd  last  night  at  the  Royal 
Thames  Yadit-Club  in  honour  tR 
Mr  and  Mrs  Anthony  Montague 
Brown  to  mark  his  idinquishing 
tbe  chairmanship  of  foe  council  o* 
the  trust.  Mr  lan  Beet,  the  newly 
appointed  chairman  of  the  council, 
was  presenL 

£3  Old  Square.  LbK»te*s  Ion 

To  marie  the  retirement  of  Mr 

E.WJL  Christie  as  Head  of  Cham- 

bers  after  18  years,  a Dinner  was 
own  at  the  Old  HalL  Lmcdn* 
(nn,  on  March  19,  1997.  by  past 
and  present  members  of  his  fw- 
mer  Chambers  at  13  OJd  Square, 
Lincoln's  Inn.  Those  present  in- 
cluded: lord  Oliver  of  Aytmertoo, 
lord  NidioBs  of  Birkenhead,  the 
Right  Hon  Sir  &ian  Dilton,  the 
Hod  Mr  Justice  Blackbume.  the 
Hon  Mr  Justice  Rimer.  Mr  David 
Burum.  Professor  Sir  Robert  Jen- 
nings, QC  Mr  R.W.M.  Dias.  Mr 
Rjchaid  Christie.  Professor  Kurt 
Lipstrin.  Mr  John  Hopkins  ami 
Mr  Vijay  Shankardass.  In  keeping 
with  Chambers'  tradition,  tire  Ju- 
nior ^ Tenant.  Miss  Rebecca  Stubbs, 
made  a speech.  Mr  Mkhad  Lyn- 
don-Stanford.  QC  (joint  Head  of 
Chambers  with  Mr  A.W.H- 
Charks.  Treasury  Counsel)  also 
qjoke  and  prerented  a sQver 
snufibOK  to  Mr  Christie. 

Association  of  Chartered 
Certified  Accountants 
Mr  Peter  Langard.  President  of  the. 
Assodation  of  Chartered  Certified 
Accountants,  presided  at  the  an- 
nual dinner  of  hdd  last  night  -at 
GuildhalL  Mr  Juan  Herrera. 
President  of  the  International 
Federation  of  Accountants,  was  the 
speaker.  Am(»g  foe  guests  were: 
Tbe  High  comm&stonm  tor  Zambia. 


iidawTand  Malta,  the  Acting  High 
comrrtlsstoneri  tor  -South  . Africa, 


Mauritius  and  Trinidad 


Tobago. 


the  Charge  d-Affalras  at  the  Slovak 
Embassy,  the  Chief  Economic  Adviser 
lo  [be  Treasury,  the  First  CM1  service . 
Commissioner  and  ihe  Chairman  of 

tbe  Inland  Revenue. 

Industrial  Tribimals  for  Engfand 
and  Wales  1 - 

Judge  Lawrence,  the  President  trf 
Imiiwtrial  Tribunals  for  England 
and  Wafas,  presided  ar  a dinner  for . 
re^onal  chairmen  hdd  last  night 
at  foe  Reform  Club.  Mr  Justice 
M orison.  President  of  the  Employ- 
ment Appeal  Tribunal,  Mr  J. 
Maguire.  President.  Northern  Ire- 
land,. and  Mr  M.B.  Wilson. ^the 
Secretary  'of  Tribunals,  -wire 
among  the  guests. 

Service  diimers 

HMS CoOmgHOod  . 
Vke-AdiiDjal  Sir  Jonathan  Tod, 
Deputy  Commander  Fleet,  was  tbe 
guest  of  honour  at  a wardroom 
mess  guest  night  held  last  night 
onboard  HMS  Collingwood. 

Royal  AitiDety 

The  American  Ambassador  and 
Mrs  Crowe  were  present  at  the 
Royal  Artilfcry  spring  dinner  hdd 
last  night  - at  Woolwich.  Held 
Marshal  Lord  Vincentof  CoJeshflL 
Master  Gunner.  St  James*  Ptok. 
presided.  Among  others  present 


and 


li,  ihe  RlRbt  Rev  Frant 
f.  Sir  PBtrtck  Mavhew. 
Lady  Mayhew.  sir  Harry 


Mayoress  , at. 
Rev  Francis  J. 

and 


The  Mayor, 

Greenwich.  * 

WalmUey.  : 

MP.  and  lady  M*y6ew.  Sir  Harry  _ 
Lady  Sccombe,  MatorGeneral  and- 
Mrs  lain  Madcn^mc  and  Major- 
General  and  Mrs  Eric  Barton. 

Southampton  University  Air  . 
Squadron  . . 

Air  Vice-Marshal  John  Thompson, 
Air  Officer  Commanding 
Southampton  University  Air 
Squadron  and  Commandant  RAF 
GoBegeGranweO.  was  foeguestot 
honour  at  the  annual  dinner  of  foe 
squadron  held  last  night . at 
Bascorobe  Down.  Squadron  Lead- 
er S J.’  Jartnain.  Commanding  - 
Officer,  presided.  ' 


Captain  F-S.  t**0* 

and  Mi« 

o/  Cumbria, 

Mr  G.M.  Boyle 

■ 

SopWfa  dfcr 

and  Mrs  Barty 

^rfrfMr-D^  .-p*..,.: 

Ctahyshire.  . , . 

Mr&W.Buchhy,  *' 

and  Miss 

The  engagemenrjs 

of  Lyme  Regis,  only^ . 
lames  Wilham  and- frog 
Buckley,  and  Maty 

SS.  of  ftaihyj 

shire,  only 

Revd  John  and  Mrs  Tcunsm 

MrCJ.  DavisM 

«*}  Miss  V.L.  Rtdmg  . 

The  engagemoff 

between  Chns'cyhw. 

Mr  and  Mis  John 
Weybridge.  Sun^’.  „ 

only  daughter  Df  Mr  aT^._Mrs  . . 
Midiael  Riding,  of  Stnke  Bshop. 
Bristol. 

Mr  M.W.  Grindlay  - 

and  Miss  Sri-  Hopkins  ■ ■ 

Tbe  mgagement  is  annoiTOBCf 
between  Max,  younger  sot  rt  foe 
late  Mr  R.B.  Grindlay  and  of  Mrs 
J M.  Grindlay,  of  Long  Hdun^qa. 
Warwickshire,  and  Sarah.  «fcr 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs, Anthony  _ 
Hojfcns.  of  Brewood.  Stafiottitiute. 

DrCV.  House 

and  Miss  CL.  Morgan 

The  engagement  is  annoOToal 

between  Charles,  eldest  son  rt  Mr.. 

and  Mrs  Bill  House,  of  Sevenoate. 

Kent,  and  Caroline,  daughter  of,.... 
Mrs  Joan.  -Morgan,  trf  Nwton  ■ ■ 
Stewart,  GaUaway  and  foe  late  Mr 
Barton  T.  Morgan. 

MrCfL-Sataloff  . j .... 
and  Miss  C.'E.  B redin 
The  engagement  is  annoiawed 
brtween  Glenn,  yuungest  son  of 
the  late  Mr  S J.  Sataloff  and  of  Mrs 
B.  Sataloff.  of  Northridge.  Califor- 
tua.  USA.  and  Clare,  elder  daugh-  _ . 
ter  of  -Mr  and  Mrs  BJ  JL  Bream.  ..  ■ 
of  Wimbledon.  London. 

/Mr  BJ.  Taylor  . — 

and  Miss  VJ.  Griffiths  ' m>  . 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  fiat,  elder  sot  of  Mr  Rod 
Taylor,  of  Hale.  Cheshfre,  and 
Mrs  Sarah  Taytor,  of  Wnraslow. 
Chefoire.  formerly  of  Alderley 
Edge,  and  Victoria,  daughter  rt 
Mr  arid  Mrs  John.  Griffiths,  of 
BramhalL  Cheslnre. 

Mr  MJS.T-  Tregoming 
? awtSfiatM-A.  .... . 

Ihe  engagement  is  announced 
betvreen  Marfofc  younger  tan  of 
Mr-and  Mrs  Jdm  TYegonning.  of"  ' 
Auckland.  New  Zealand,  and 
’ Margaret-  daughter  of  Mr  .and . 

Mis - Waller  WHtiatmon.  ol 
Codsall, , Staffordshire. 

Marriage 

Mr  M.  Lyons 
and  Mis  J.  Rose 
The  rnamage  took  ^ace  on  Tues- 
day. March  18. 1997.  ar  Claridges, 
London!  between  Makofrn.  son  of  - - 
Eve  ^OTtf  liCO  Lyons,  rand  Joy. 
dai^der  of  Mona  .and  Cedi 
Jacobs. . . 


Freemen  of  the  City 
of  London 

The  following  haw  been  installed 
asofficers  rt  tbe  Guild  of  Freemen 
i>f.  foe  Gty  of  London  for  the 
emitting  year. 

Master,  Sir  Anthony  Grant,  MR 
Senior- Wardm.  Mr  Norman  S. 
Munday;  Renter  Warden.  Mr 
Tferry  Nemko;  Junior  Warden,Mr 
Joseph  ; GKB.  ByDam^Barnes; 
Under  Wankn,  Mr  DM.Bl 
living.  . 


BMDS:  0171  680  6880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


Hun 


took  inottw 

said  gave  It  to  tha 

aerfbe  Baioch  son  of  Nadab. 
wtio  weou  on  it  at  Jarainl- 
Bh’*  dicta fl on  all  tbe  voids 
of  the  book  vhidi  {phobklm 
Ore  Jdog  kad  tan  in  the 
firm.  Jaromlah  36  : 32 


BIRTHS 


APPLESV  - On  I6ck  Maxcb,  to 
Cattina  and  Geoff,  a 
dughun;  Suab  Elizabeth,  a 
slater  for  Tkomaa. 

BOMHAHCAJHTER  • Ob  March 
I7ih  1997,  to  Katie  (nee 
Dawnar)  Ud  Crispin,  a son, 
Arthur  Thomas  Patrick 

CATTAKEO-Oa  18th  Mandat 
The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Crlstlana  and  Emilio,  a 
daughter.  Francesca,  a sister 
for  SwfanoL 

CHOTAi-On  March  Ifith  1997 
at  The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
h»iim  mil  StmHjv  a soil 
Annin,  a brother  for  BabtiL 

DE  MUSTER  . On  March  17th 
M The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Angelina  (sfc  tonw)  and 
ChaHes,  a AnghW,  Daby 
Georgina. 

CfOaBOKI  - on  March  17tb  at 
The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Christine  and  Lyndam,  a 
daughter,  Dondatqoa. 

HAPPBJ.  - On  Match  18ch  hi 
Helboonit,  Ana  trails,  to 
Tatty  (nds  Jose  land)  and 
Michael,  a daughter, 

Anaaheita,  a sister  for 
Edwin*. 

HARGREAVES -On  March  13th 
at  9j4 9 pm.  to  Valerie  and 
Matthew.  Maxi  million 

Marcus  Day,  a brother  for 
Jessica. 

HBBBB0M  - On  20th  Maxell, 
to  Alexandra  and  James,  a 
dan^nan  a sister  for  Felix 
and  Atalanra. 

JOHMOTM  - On  March  20th  ta 
Capetown,  to  Bridget  and 
Julian,  a son,  Xi Chard 
Angastos. 

KBTM  - On  18th  March,  to 
Eteaner  Qrfe  WoodheatD  and 
James,  a daughter,  Phoebe,  a 
sister  ter  Fima  and  Sara. 

KELLY  - On  12th  March  1997, 
to  noma  (nee  Ceca-Smfth) 
and  Miles,  a son,  lames 
Richard,  brother  to 
Alexandra: 

KBABBft-  On  MaKh  8th  1997. 
to  Alien  (are  Grogan)  and 

- Christopher,  a son,  Charles 
lames  Some. 

MARTIN  - on  March  14th,  to 
dare  Cnee  Lewis)  and  Gay.  a 
son,  Edward. 


BIRTHS 


tocCAFFREY  - on  lOth  March 
1997  at  Princess  Kapmt 
Hceptrai.  Wtadsoe,  to  Marina 
(art  Trefry ) and  Tfan.  a son; 
Jack  T refry,  a brother  fee 
Conor  and  Btyan. 

MEAUM  - To  Fiona  Cnee 
Shimweil)  and  Brent  on 
Pr*daT  7th  March  In  lata  of 
Man  a son.  Alexander  Brent 
Shtrawell,  a brother  for 
Ghrtetopber. 

talUfiL  - On  March  14rhaz 
The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Yvonne,  a son.  Benjamin 
Bicaido,  ray  bundle  of  Joy. 

RMZEM  - On  Match  15th,  to 
Julia  (nee  Deadman)  and 
Ptera,  a eon,  Chrlraophet. 

PECK  - On  10th  March,  to 
Cindy  (nde  Leslie)  and 
Andrew,  a daughter;  Sophie 
Elizabeth,  a sister  for 
WTLIlflTW  imJ  JntnA^ 

PMUM  - On  March  17th,  to 
Louise  (rare  WllUns)  and 
William,  a son,  Patrick. 

PUJMMER  - On  1st  March,  to 
Anna  (ntfe  MansfMd)  and 
Adam,  a daughter,  Eleanor 
Margaret  CZenwnthML 

SHEPHERD-CROSS  - On  March 
19th,  In  Harrogate,  to  Dorte 
and  Barry,  a aou.  Jack  Henry. 


DEATHS 


BraV-THOMPSON  - Clarice 
died  peacefully  at  The 
DOTH?  Hotse  Nursing  Home, 
Sunnlagdala,  an  March  19th 
aged  94  yearn  Enquiries  to 
lines  Bannister,  69  High 
Street,  Ascot,  (01344) 
20266. 

BRACK- HoSl  aged  94  yens  on 
19th  March  1997, 
peacefully  ar  The  Mncase 
Alexandra  Hospital  Harlow, 
after  a short  Illness.  Beloved 
husband  of  Joyce,  tether  or 
Tereacs  and  Merle!  and 
Ihibet- in-lav  of  Douglas  and 
ChdschM.  Funsxal  Brads#  to 
be  held  at  Paradox  Wood 
Cmmdua  Harfow,  Esssk 
on  WadnsedBr26ih  March  af 
12J30  pm.  Bower*  and  an 
enquiries  u tbe  Funeral 
Director  BwM  BoWnson  A 
Sons  tad.  Wych  Elm.  Harlow. 
Essex,  cel;  (01279)  424990. 

Pram  - Victor  John  on  18tb 
March,  suddenly.  He  was 
deaxly  loved  and  will  be 
sadly  mined.  AD  eruprirlne 
to  HJ>.  Tribe  LtcL,  tel: 
(0X903)  787180. 


DEATHS 


CLARKE  - On  15th  March, 
1997  peacefully  after  VA 
years  of  onseptional  care  at 
the  Dower  House  Nursing 
Horae,  Haadbouxne  Worthy. 
Gladys  (SUck)  aged  94. 
Widow  of  the  late  W.  de  M. 
(Bill)  Clarke,  mother  of 
Danya  and  See,  grandmother 
of  Michael.  William  and 
Gllaa.  Few  lastly  of  Nunton 
(Salisbury),  Stoke  Foges, 
lamaK  j and  Chita.  Fanetal 
turn  already  taken  place, 
donations  If  desired  to 
Salisbury-  Hospice  Cue 
Trust,  c/o  Itc  Newman  Ltd, 
Griffin  House.  55 
Winchester  Street.  Salisbury, 
Wilts. 

COXA  ITT  - Peter  Edward 
Maurice  peacefully  on 
March  17th,  dearly  loved 
husband  of  Betty  (Usbeth). 
Private  acmatlon  on  M»-* 
26th.  No  flowers  but 
donations  U dashed  far  tbe 
Salisbury  Hospice  Care 
Trust  c/o  Iff.  Newman, 
Griffin  House.  55 
Winchester  Sneer,  Salisbury 
SP1  1HL 


deMAUMY-Etft,  suddenly,  la 
Laacaster,  on  Match  ISth. 
aged  76.  Mncb  loved 
husband  af  OlnAith  and 
father  of  Marc  and  AUx  - 
beloved  of  many  friends. 
Funeral  Mass  at  Si  Petra's 
Cathedral,  Lancaster,  12 
noon  Wednesday  26th 
March.  Burial  hi  France.  RLP. 
Flowers,  or  donations  to  the 
Parkinson's  Disease  Society. 

DUNCAN  - Grange  peacefully 
in  Toros,  Francs,  February 
Z9th  1997.  The  ftmeml  tot* 
place  fat  Tours.  He  is  greatly 
missed  by  all  his  family 
since  oven  in  Ids  absence  Us 
strength  and  conviction 
eoaanue  to  support  them.  A 
Memorial  Service  has  boon 
arranged  to  celebrate  and 
giro  thanks  for  hit  Ufa. 

b+fl.  - Brian  peacefully  at 
hoax  on  20th  March.  Much 
loved  wife  of  the  lan  De. 
Coen  Epptl  and  mother  of 
Bee  (Bettlna).  Funeral 
Service  Monday  24tfa  March 
2.15  pm  Golden  Green 
Crematorium  (East  Chapel), 

tokULtenadTsoxL^HSl) 

445-2797. 


VMOS  - Lilian  May  Cade  Fae), 
widow  of  Xrpramd,  passed 
away  peacefully  on  March 
15tb  at  Buckland  Hospital. 
Dover,  aged  S3,  following  a 
fall  earlier  In  the  year. 
Beloved  mother  cf  Stephen 
and  John  and  much  loved 
grandmother  and  great- 
grandmother. Private 


to 


at 


Barham  on  Thursday  March 
27th,  followed  by  a Service 
Of  Thanksgiving  at  St 
Andrew's  Church, 

Tilmanstoaa,  at  1 pm. 
Please,  no  flowers,  but 
donations,  if  desired,  to 
World  Vtafcav  599  Avebury 
Boulevard,  Milton  Keynes, 
HK9  3PG. 

QIOMIS  - Nlcolaos  died 
peacefully  on  March  17th 
1997  in  Cardiff.  Loving 
husband  of  finml  and  loving 
father  of  John,  Evangelos 
and  PopagtotL  Grandfather 
to  Nicholas,  Part,  Mark  and 
Mcotaa.  Family  funeral  at 
the  Greek  Orthodox  Church. 
Cardiff,  on  Wednesday 
March  26th. 

QREATHEAD  - On  March  19th 
peacefully  at  home  in  Salk 
Bay.  South  Africa.  Philip 
gays  Gxeatbrad  aged  77, 

HEATH  COAT  AMORT  - 
Margaret,  widow  of  am.  on 
19th March  tuber 90th year. 
Beloved  mother, 

grandmother  and  g raac- 
g rand mother-  Funeral 

Cahrerieigh  Church,  2 pm  on 
Monday  24th  March.  No 
flowers  but  donations  if 
desired  to  Calvert  Trust 
Exmoor,  Wlstlandpoud, 
Barnstaple,  North  Devon, 
E231  4SJ. 


c on  March  16th 
1997  at  St  Mary’s  Hospital. 
PniMtngirm,  at  the  age  of  86 
after  several  years  of  m- 
hrolth.  He  was  the  beloved 
bus  hand  of  TUly,  the  loving 
tether  of  Kfcbanl  and  the 
adoring  grandfather  of 
James,  Laurence  (deceased), 
Xufu*  end  Millie.  The 
funeral  toot  place  on  20th 
March  1997  ax  the  IJheial 
/■wish  Cemetery,  Pound 

J «m_  MHIleialun  T*nTaV»*m-» 

letters  to  HJ.  Bent  ft  Gn.  1C 
Westminster  Court, 
Aberdeen  Place.  London 
NW8  8 Iff. 


JABVtS  - The  Beveread  Wilfrid 
Harry  passed  peacefully 
awey  10th  March  1997. 
much  loved  husband  of  Jean 
and  beloved  father  of 
Bebefcah  and  Oavfd.  fteqotem 
htipe  at  St  Matthias  Church, 
Snelnton.  Nottingham, 
Tuesday  25  th  March 
1230pm.  Donations  If 
ilualred  to  The  Nottingham 
New  Appeals  Organise rton 
c/o  Lynns,  Robin  Hood 
House,  Nottingham. 

J SAVONS  - Professor  Peter 
Mechlo  peacefully  et  his 
home  March  17th  1997  aged 
76  years.  Beloved  husband 
of  Patsy,  much  loved  tether 
of  mcbnal  and  farher4n4aw 
of  Brenda  und  Maggie  and  a 
devored  grandpa  of  Both, 
Sarah.  Emma  and  BecheL 
Funeral  Service  at  Lodge 
Kill  Crematorium, 

Birmingham,  on  Monday, 
March  24th  at  1UO  am 
Family  flowers  only, 
donatfans  If  dasliwf  to  Save 
tbe  Children  Fund  efo  Thro. 
Furber  ft  Co.  LtiL,  122, 
Station  Road.  Harbors#, 
Blrmtngham.  B17  9LSL 

HcCOmnCK  - Stephen,  on 
March  Z9th,  at  home  in 
Hauinton.  Pfew  Zealand  (lata 
of  Tuner.  Suneji  husband 
of  Dorecby  (Hariandl 

O'SULLIVAN  - SSstar  Fiends 
Xavier  LB.VJf„  died 
suddenly  March  17th  1997 
at  Loreto,  Llandudno. 
Formerly  Headmistress 
Loreto  Grammar  School, 
Nottingham  BXP.  Requiem 
Mass  Monday  24th  March 
1997  at  12  boobv  Our  Lady 
Star  of  the  Sea  Parish 
Church,  Llandudno,  North 
Wales. 

PAT0M  - Haarish  Unloeh  aged 
51  years  peacefully  at  home 
on  ZSth  Match  after  a short 
Alums.  Moth  loved  husband 
of  Marian  and  father  of 
Nicholas  1 Pusan,  Funaial 
Service  at  the  Chfltems 
Crmasoufuii.  Amersbem.  an 
27th  Marsh  at  2 pm-  Family 
flowats  only.  Donations  if 
desired  to  the  Cancer 
Research  Campaign. 
Enquiries  011494)  672668. 

KUMSBY  - Peter  Lewis  on 
March  18th,  devoted 
husband  of  Margaret,  loving 
father  and  grandfather. 
Thanksgiving  Service  at 
ramsmt  Evangelical  r*8"* 
at  12  noon  on  March  25  th. 


ROWSON  - On  March  19th 
1997  at  the  LDB.  Bath, 
Rattcllff  (Batty)  aged  7S. 
Much  loved  husband  of 
Elinor,  father  of  SaOta  and 
Fraser,  Joanna  and  Philip 
and  dearly  loved  Gfcatty  of 
Duncan,  Guy,  Bryony  and 
Rebecca.  Cremation  private. 
Thanhsgtvtng  Service  at  St 
John's  Church,  Hinton 
csx  Thmsdjr 
April  3rd  at  11.30  «l 
Doaarions  la  Ueu  of  flowers 
for  tbe  KMU  or  Churches 
Conservation  Trust  c/o  CS. 
Bowyer  Ltd,  2 The  Bufrpftx, 
Bredford-oa-Avon,  BA15 
INB. 


SHEPHARD  - John  Neville 
tragically  on  March  17th 
1997  in  Sidney,  Australia, 
loving  husband  to  Sarah, 
modi  iorod  son  of  NevCBe 
and  tbs  la re  Mary  and  dear 
brother  of  Ahum  and.  Helen. 
Fotiaeriy  of  East  Claydan. 
Bads.  Funeral  at  St  Mary's 
Church,  East  da  yd  on,  on 
Wednesday  April  2nd  at 
2pm  Family  flowers  only. 
Donations  If  desired  to 
"John  Shephard  Memorial 
Pnd*  c/o  2 St  Albans  Bead, 
Be Igate,  BH2  9IA  Farther 
details  from  Heritage  ft 
Sons,  Wlnslonr,  tet  (.01296) 
713*41. 


SftftTH  - On  March  19th.  1997. 
Dorothy  Helen,  aged  101 
yiiBiv.  wife  of  the  late  Major 
Sumner  Hugh  Smith.  BiC. 
BJLMjC.  of  fbjnttafbam  Kent. 
Dear  mother  of  Hope 
Caldlcott  and  the  lute 
Antony  end  late  Richard. 
Funeral  private. 


On  Marrit  19th 
1997  peactfuOy  after  a long 
Illness,  Edward  John 
Somerset  MB.  London. 
Indian  Medical  Service 
retired.  Very  much  loved 
husband  of  Maev,  dearest 
father  of  Daphne  and 
Pamela,  loved  and  loving 
grandfather  of  Robert,  Petra 
end  Alexandre.  Service  at  tbe 
EanpU  Cremator!  oia  on 
Tuesday  March  25th at*  pm 
Family  flowers  only,  so 
tatrerc  please.  Donations  is 
memory  may  be  gives  to 
Cancer  Belief  Macmillan 
Fund,  3 Fawcett  street,  Torit 
TOl  4AH. 


SIDNEY  - Robert  Ottver  Vesey 
of  Lough  Crew,  late  of 
Rosmtk.  Newport,  Co.  Mayo. 
19th  March  1997, 
peacefully  after  a sudden 
insure.  Loving  end  beloved 
husband  of  Ann,  lather  of 

Bmiita.  Robert.  Alan.  FIautvh- 

and  Charlotte,  funeral 
Service  In  Holy  Trinity 
Church,  Westport,  at  2 pan 
Saturday  22nd  March 
followed  by  tnternratit  at  St 
Catherine's  Church, 
Newpost 


THOMAS  - Suddenly  but 
peacefully  on  Tuesday 
March  18th  at  the  University 
Hospital  of  Wales.  Cardiff, 
Gethyn,  dearly  beloved 
husband  of  Phyl.  ranch  loved 
father  of  Stain,  Anne  and 
Jeremy,  adored  grandfather 
of  Gareth,  Rhlannon.  OlMa. 
Caroline  and  Ben,  and 
affectionate  father-to-law  of 
Owes,  David  and  Helen. 
Service  to  bo  bald  la 
Llandaff  Cathedral  at 
12~30pm  on  Wednesday 
March  26th  and  uteerwaxde 
to  CardtS  Cmraodsn.  No 
fknms  please,  doaatiows  if 
desired  to  Friends  of 
nawrbrfr  cathedral,  do  2 9 
The  Cathedral  Green, 
Cardiff. 


WOODS  - Paul  Anthony,  much 
loved  husband  of  Clare, 
tether  ef  Jomta  and  Hannah 
and  son  of  Michael  and 
Dattee,  peacefully  on  March 
19th.  Service  at  The  sacred 
Heart  Church,  Edge  HiU, 
Wimbledon,  on  Tuesday 
March  25th  at  10  am 
followed  by  cremation  at 
Putney  Vale  Crematorium. 
Family  flower*  only. 
Donations  if  desired  to  The 
British  Bean  Foundation 
and  Imperial  Cancer 
Research  c/o  Hears  ft 
GotredU,  169  Merton  Road, 
Wandsworth  SW18  SEF,  tot 
(01813  874-7698. 


INMEMORIdM  — 
PRIVATE 


WALKBI  - Cflllan  Mary  (m 
Badroek)  4th  June  1954- 
21  •*  March  1992.  UP. 
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Obituaries 


WILLEM  DE  KOONING 

— — m- — T 


Willem  de  Kooning, 
artist,  died  on  March  19 
aged  92.  He  was  born  on 
April  24. 1904. 


Willem  de  Kooning  t 
was  the  last  sur-  1 
viving  giant  of  ( 
modem  art.  He  1 
was  at  the  centre  of  the 
American'  art  movement  < 
Wknown  as  Abstract  Expres- 
sionism. which  started  in  the  < 
1940s  in  New  York  and  went  i 
on  to  dominate  American  and 
European  contemporary  art 
for  the  next  twenty  years. 

Abstract  Expressionism  was 
about  liberation,  freeing  art 
from  the  things  it  no  longer 
needed.  It  had  its  genesis  in 
the  experience  of  a generation 
which  had  spent  its  youth  in  a 
major  economic  depression 
and  its  young  adulthood  in  a 
world  war.  Ir  was  personal 
and  self-revelatory  in  style,  yet 
evoked  timeless  emotions, 
fears  and  beliefs. 

Even  after  its  passing,  right 
up  to  the  art  of  today,  the 
movement  continues  to  exert  a 
powerful  influence.  The  styles 
that  followed  it,  and  which 
were  in  various  ways  reactions 
against  it  — Pop  Art  Concep- 
tualism and  Minimalism,  for 
M example  — all  drew  heavily  on 
~ attitudes  that  were  already  in 
place  in  the  Abstract  Expres- 
sionist aesthetic,  namely  radi- 
cal doubt  and  a profoundly 
ambivalent  love-hate  relation- 
ship with  the  past. 

De  Kooning’s  work  went 
through  considerable  changes 
in  his  long  life.  He  never  lost 
touch  altogether  with  figura- 
tion, but  recognisable  things 
seemed  to  come  and  go  in  his 
paintings.  He  painted  pictures 
that  were  harsh  angular  ab- 
stracts. with  gritty  surfaces, 
which  were  understood  to  be 
metaphors  for  modem  urban 
life.  Other  pictures  were  flow- 
^.ing  and  lyrical,  with  sweet 
• “rich  colour,  and  these  were 
seen  as  poetic  amalgams  of 
natural  landscape  forms  and 
the  female  body.  . ' 

De  Kooning  himselt 
changed  too.  from  the  art 
history  book  figure  who  rein- 
vented the  heroic  early  Mod- 
ernism of  Picasso  and 
Matisse,  recasting  it  for  a new 
age.  living  in  poverty  until, 
well  into  his  forties;  to  the 
cultural  icon,  the  Marion 
Brando  of  the  1950s  art  world, 
good-looking  in  a T-shirt 
achieving  sudden  and  enor- 


mous wealth  and  fame;  to  the 
vulnerable  man  who  descend- 
ed into  a semi-hell  of  drink 
and  tranquillisers,  but  went 
on  running  out  works  of  star- 
tling originality,  grace  and 
beauty  until  old  age  and 
chronic  illness  finally  caused 
him  to  stop  working. 

His  style  was  to  improvise 
extraordinary  visual  events. 
The  improvising  was  high- 
energy  and  aggressive,  an 
aidless  process  of  making, 
erasing  and  remaking.  He 
famously  alternated  long 
bouts  of  frenzied  activity  with 
periods  of  staring  and  worry- 
ing. The  final  results  are 
compelling.  The  pictures  can- 
not be  pinned  down.  They  look 
ugly  and  elegant  at  the  same 
time,  direct  and  revealing,  yet 
strange  and  ambiguous,  too. 

Willem  de  Kooning  was 
bom  in  Rotterdam,  Holland. 
He  was  apprenticed  at  the  age 
of  12  to  a local  company  of 
commercial  artists  run  by  the 
decorators  Jan  and  Jaap 
Gidding.  His  talent  prompted 
Jaap  to  arrange  for  him  to 
attend  night  classes  at  the  local 
art  and  craft  school,  the 
Akademie  voor  Becldende  en 
Technischen  Wetenschappen. 
There,  over  a period  of  eight 
years  as  a pupil,  he  acquired  a 
strict  academic  training  and  a 
wide  range  of  craft  skills. 

Graduating  in  1925,  he  also 
attended  art  schools  in  Brus- 
sels and  Antwerp.  In  art 
theory,  the  de  Stijl  group 
around  Mondrian  and  Van 
Doesburg  was  then  predomin- 
ant. From  1920  to  1925,  de 
Kooning  worked  as  assistant 
to  Bernard  Romein,  art  direc- 
tor of  a Rotterdam  department 
store. 

Setting  his  sights,  however, 
on  America  (where  Mondrian 
himself  was  to  arrive  years 
later  in  1940).  de  Kooning, 
after  several  unsuccessful  at- 
tempts, arrived  in  the  United 
States  as  a stowaway  in  1926. 

F Working  first  as  a house 
| painter  in  Hoboken,  New 
Jersey,  he  moved  to  New  York 

F in  1927.  taking  a variety  of  jobs 

t in  decorating,  signwnting. 

■ • carpentry,  commercial  artand 

- stage  design. 

I In  the  next  few  years  de 
i Kooning,  who  had  become  a 
l “Sunday  painter",  became 

■ friends  with  Arshile  Gorky. 
[ the  Russian  painter  who  had 

, • arrived  in  the  US  in  1920  and 

; ■ -who  was  then  teaching  in  New 

- York. 


Gorky  was  to  paint  de 
Kooning’s  portrait  around 
1937,  as  Portrait  of  Master 
Bill.  Another  friend  was  John 
Graham,  bom  Ivan  Dani- 
bruwsky  in  Kiev,  painter,  writ- 
er and  collector,  who  brought 
many  modem  European  ideas 
to  art  in  America  and  whnse 
portrait  busts  of  strange, 
cross-eyed  females  may  have 
influenced  the  images  of 
women  for  which  de  Kooning 
was  to  became  famous. 

During  the  1930s  de  Koo- 
ning made  many  uncompleted 
works,  with  three  main 
themes:  men,  women,  and 
abstraction.  The  men  (a  theme 
he  dropped  after  the  1940s) 
and  the  women  showed  his 
admiration  for  Ingres  in  par- 
ticular, and  were  realistic  m 
style.  The  biomorphic,  fiat 
abstractions  showed  more  of 
the  influence  of  Arp.  MirO. 
and  Picasso,  along  with  the 
linear  structures  of  de  Stijl. 
But  it  was  nor  until  1935  that 
de  Kooning  decided  to  give  all 
his  rime  to  fine  art. 


if 


m:m 


In  the  early  1940s.  de 
Kooning's  studies  of 
women  lost  their  realistic 
appearance  and  began  to 
mingle  with  the  background 
paint  and  colours.  In  the  mid- 
1940s  his  paintings  grew  more 
violent,  with  accident  increas- 
ingly determining  their  com- 
position. Sometimes  collage 
was  used  to  break  them  up, 
and  in  1946  lie  embarked  on  a 
series  of  even  more  violent 
black-and-white  paintings, 
done  with  cheap  household 
enamels,  which  marked  the 
final  disappearance  of  recog- 
nisable form  in  his  work.  His 
first  one-artist  exhibition  was 
at  the  Egan  Gallery  in  1948, 
although  he  had  already 
shown  with  other  artists  such 
as  Jackson  Pollock. 

By  1950  the  Abstract  Expres- 
sionist movement  was  well 
under  way.  Pollock,  de  Koo- 
ning. Gorky.  Clyfford  Soil. 
Mark  Rothko  and  Barnett 
Newman  had  made  a name 
for  themselves.  The  gestural 
freedoms  of  de  Kooning  and 
Hans  Hofmann,  especially, 
inspired  a new  generation. 
And  since  up-and-coming  art- 
ists could  enrol  in  Hofmann's 
art  school  on  Eighth  Street 
and  meet  de  Kooning  any 
night  at  the  Cedar  Street 
Tavern  or  around  East  Tenth 
Street,  they  became  the  “New 
York  School". 


VH[ 


De  Kooning  was  a brilliant 
and  passionate  conversation- 
alist. and  was  admired  by  the 
younger  generation  for  his 
integrity  and  dedication  to  art. 
and  for  his  risk-taking  - or 
“going  for  broke",  in  the 
language  of  the  times.  He  was 
imitated  right  across  America. 

Despite  all  his  experience  ol 
abstraction  in  his  own  and  his 
friends'  work,  human  refer- 
ence never  quite  disappeared 
from  de  Kooning’s  art  His  art 
seemed  to  develop  under  con- 
flicting pressures.  He  said  that 
it  is  absurd  to  paint  a human 
image  but  just  as  absurd  not 
to.  He  wanted  to  stay  ahead  of 
his  critics,  to  escape  their 
pigeonholing.  But  at  the  same 


time  he  wanted  to  play  with  age.  It  likened 

them,  to  draw  them  along.  (f,n5,t0 

Having  achieved  notoriety  the  New  York  streets 
with  what  might  be  described  ^dy”.  De  KoonjJi8 
as  a kind  of  allusive  abstrac-  was 

tion  he  suddenly  lurched,  in  ever  noticed  how  fi 
S?£*l«oS:  into  What  "Woman- punnng' 
seemed  like  full-blown  figura-  For  all  their  spo 
tion^e>inled  wild  iSght- 
mare  sei  goddesses,  like  ic  daubs  de  koomnf 
female  versions  of  Franken-  images  have  often 
stein's  monster,  their  body  history  of 
oarts  — faces,  breasts,  teeth,  repaintmgs  and  ch 
K - only  partly  co-  mood.  His  own  aws 
nrdinated  tradition  - in  contr 

His  Woman  1 (195052)  - self-conscious^  mi 
seen  in  London  in  1959  when  attitude  of  «me  jf 
the  epoch-making  show  The  American  pamta 
New  American  Painting  am-  New  Yo* 
ved  at  the  Tate  Gallery  - strong  sense  of  co 
became  his  most  famous  im-  are  always  present. 


age.  It  was  likened  by  one 
critic  to  “Mother  Kali  walking 
the  New  York  streets  as  a bag- 
lady".  De  Kooning  himself 
was  surprised  that  nobody 
ever  noticed  how  funny  his 
“Women"  paintings  were. 

For  all  their  spontaneous 
appearance  as  savage,  demon- 
ic daubs,  de  Kooning's  female 
images  have  often  a long 
history  of  radical  daily 
repaintings  and  changes  of 
mood.  His  own  awareness  of 
tradition  - in  contrast  to  the 
self-consciously  independent 
attitude  of  some  of  the  more 
"American"  painters  of  the 
New  York  School  — and 
strong  sense  of  composition 
are  always  present. 


De  Kooning  said  that  an  at 
never  made  him  Teel  “peaceful  ni 
or  pure"  Instead  he  was  ai 
always  “wrapped  up  in  the  le 
melodrama  of  vulgarity"  /yw 
his  art  aver  the  next  thirty  pj 
years  was  indeed  a triumph  of  ta 
impurity.  In  the  1960s  and  ti 
1970s,  when  he  was  no  longer  n 
at  the  centre  of  art  world  ti 
discussion,  the  women  be-  n 
came  more  comic  and  cartoon-  a 
like,  the  landscapes  more  n 
melted  and  misty,  the  brush-  s 
work  more  liquid  and  gluti-  r 
nous,  the  colour  more  bruised  | 
and  effulgent-  For  some  years  f 
after  1969.de  Kooning  took  up  s 
sculpture.  . 5 

Many  critics  have  argued  « 
that  de  Kooning’S  work  de-  i 
dined  after  the  1950s.  As  his  1 
fame  grew  and  his  market 
value  rose,  he  became  increas- 
ingly isolated  from  critics  and 
other  artists.  He  had  moved 
out  of  Manhattan  to  a quiet, 
purpose-built  studio  home  m 
Long  Island.  His  behaviour 
became  erratic  and  self-de- 
smictive.  He  had  already  been 
drinking  heavily  when  he  was 
young,  and  by  the  late  1970s  he 
was  exiremely  ill.  Nursed  by 
his  wife.  Elaine  de  Kooning, 
from  whom  he  had  long  been 
separated,  he  made  a partial 
recovery  and  began  painting 
after  a two-year  break. 

De  Kooning’s  central  pos- 
ition through  the  decades  of 
the  New  York  School  (ulti- 
mately as  its  elder  statesman) 
was  dramatically  underlined 
in  May  1987.  when  his  Pink 
Lady  of  1944  set  a record  price 
for  "a  living  artist  of  $3.63 
million  - only  subsequently 
exceeded,  in  prices  for  postwar 
painting,  by  the  work  of 
Jackson  Pollock  and  Jasper 
Johns.  Then  in  November 
: 1989,  de  Kooning's  Inter- 

■ change  of  1955  set  a further. 

- vastly  increased,  record  of 
f $20.68  million  — selling  to  a 
/ Japanese  collector. 

5 In  1989.  when  he  was  in  his 
mid-eighties,  de  Kooning  was 
s announced  to  be  suffering 
i_  from  Alzheimer’s  disease.  His 
e daughter.  Lisa  de  Kooning, 
p issued  a statement  that  he  had 
y . been  declared  legally  incom- 
if  petent  and  after  that  his  life 
,f  was  organised  on  a dally  basis 
ie  by  teams  of  nurses  and  law- 
u yers.  He  stopped  painting  in 
-e  1990.  He  had  exhibited  vny 
ie  tittle  in  the  1980s  but  soon 
id  some  of  the  paintings  from 
in  that  decade,  which  had  been 
hidden  in  his  studio,  began 


appearing  in  public  exhibi- 
tions and  subsequently  in  the 
auction  houses,  where  they 
fetched  high  prices. 

These  late  paintings,  made 
partly  with  the  aid  of  assis- 
tants. are  curiosities  rather 
than  masterpieces.  They 
marked  another  radical  stylis- 
tic break.  The  colours  were 
reduced  to  stark  primaries 
and  white,  and  where  there 
had  been  rich,  atmospheric 
spaces,  there  was  now  a 
recurring  flat,  almost  dia- 
grammatic configuration,  part 
female  anatomy,  part  land- 
scape. The  shapes  were  like 
schematic  versions  of  liis  earli- 
er paintings,  and  in  fact  many 
of  them  were  based  on  slide 
projections  of  earlier  works. 


But  were  these  pictures 
really  "de  Koonings" 
at  all?  He  had  paint- 
ed them,  but  was  he 
really  himself  ai  the  time? 
Haw  far  back  had  he  become 
ill?  He  could  no  longer  sign  his 
own  name  when  many  of 
them  were  executed.  Surely,  it 
was  objected,  significant  art  is 
not  just  a matter  of  .unfettered 
emotion  and  creativity,  but 
relies  also  on  a build-up  of 
knowledge  and  experience,  on 
high  mental  alertness? 

The  critical  and  philosophi- 
cal speculations  that  the  pic- 
tures aroused  when  they 
appeared  were  thrown  into 
lurid  relief  by  the  fact  that 
their  market  value  was  in  the 
region  of  a million  dollars  per 
painting,  and  that  there  were 
known  to  be  about  three 
hundred  of  them.  A number 
were  gathered  together  at  the 
Museum  of  Modern  Art  in 
New  York  earlier  this  year, 
and  the  reception  was  mixed. 

In  the  end  it  may  be  that  de 
Kooning’s  last  great  flowering 
— his  period  of  late  greatness, 
tike  the  famous  late  periods  of 
Matisse  or  Titian,  say.  — was 
not  the  1980s  but  the  1970s. 
This  was  the  time  when  he 
perhaps  felt  most  free  from 
outside  pressures,  and  was 
able  __  physically,  emotionally 
and  spiritually  — to  make 
something  unique  and  signifi- 
cant out  of  that  freedom. 

Elaine  Marie  Catharine 
Fried,  whom  de  Kooning  mar- 
ried in  1943  and  who  as  Elaine 
de  Kooning  won  her  own 
considerable  reputation  as  a 
i painter  and  writer,  died  in 
[ 1989.  De  Kooning  is  survived 

i by  his  daughter. 


JACQUES  FOCCART 

r- .-.f  ),:«  nmtniM  hftW- 


Jacqncs  Foccart  special 
adviser  on  African  affairs 
to  Presidenls  de  Gaulle. 
Pompidou  and  Chirac, 
died  in  UoareiKS,  near 
pans,  on  March  Waged 

83.  He  was  born  on 
August  3L  1913.  at 
Ambrier  cs4cs-V  allies,  in 
the  Department  of 
Mayenne. 

FOR  forty  years,  Jacques 
.v  Foccart  played  the  leading  and 
■•often  conspiratorial  role  in 
maintaining  France’s  ties  and 
influences  in  the  African  coun- 
tries that  had  once  been  part  of 
the  French  Empire.  He  was  so 
successful  that,  despite  the 


decolonisation  decreed  by  fos 
idol.  General  de  Gaulle,  at  the 
start  of  the  1960s,  France  was 
able  to  retain  a protective  role 
that  paid  economic  dividends 
in  raw  materials,  notably  oil, 
but  above  all.  in  strategic 

influence.  . 

With  his  famous  networks, 
or  riseawc,  of  political,  mili- 
tary and  secret  service  con- 
tacts, Foccart  was  the  architect 
of  a form  of  neocolonialism, 
backed  by  contingents  ot 
French  paratroops,  that  has 

only  recently  shown  signs  of 

cracking  with  the  advent  ol 
new.  more  democratic,  leaders 
in  the  1990s  and,  to  an  extent, 
the  rise  in  American  influence 


in  the  region.  Foccart's  Iasi 
crusade  was  against  what  he 
considered  American  plotting 
in  France's  African  domaine 
r&erve. 

The  death  of  the  Frenchman 
known  as  “L’Africain"  ironi- 
cally coincided  with  the  de- 
cline of  the  regime  of  President 
Mobutu  of  Zaire,  a French- 
speaking  despot  he  had  long 
supported.  Mobutu  was  a 
frequent  visitor  to  Foccart's 
house  near  Paris  and  the 
Frenchman's  hacking  was 
largely  instrumental  in  his 
remaining  welcome  in  France 
to  this  day. 

Other  African  leaders  ol 
French-speaking  states  had 


need  over  the  years  for  more 
muscular  support  It  was  said 
dial  Foccart  had  standing 
orders  from  them  to  intervene 
with  French  troops  when  nec- 
essary. Only  the  dates  were 
kept  blank  on  these  docu- 
ments in  Foccart's  office  in  the 
Elysee  Palace.  He  helped  to 
restore  the  deposed  President 
Leon  Mba  in  Gabon  in  1964 
and  later  supported  Mba's 
successor  Omar  Bongo,  whose 
Ions  reign  h:»s  been  a typical 

example  of  France's  post -colo- 
nial African  connection,  based 
as  it  is  on  a trade-off  of 
Gabonese  oil.  via  the  French 
Elf  company,  and  a French 
military  garrison. 
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CHILDREN  ON  DIALYSIS 

need  holidays,  so  do  their  families  Before 
planning  vuur  own  holidays  this  year.  plow, 
sparemore  ihan  a thought  for  those  children  who 
wiihoul  your  help  will  never  gel  away  at  all. 
Donations  urgently  needed  by 
The  British  Kidney  Patient 

Association,  | ■&  K 
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Some  of  his  proteges,  how- 
ever. proved  to  be  disasters, 
none  more  so  than  the  late 
self-styled  Emperor  Jean- 
Bedel  Bokassa.  of  the  Central 
African  Repub!ic-cum-Em- 
pire,  who  was  later  over- 
thrown but  settled  in  France 
like  so  many  other  ex-dicta- 
tors,  some  of  whom  lived  in 
style  on  the  Riviera. 

Foccart.  who  had  founded 
rhe  Gaullist  movement’s  own 
paramilitary  organisation, 
thrived  on  secrecy  and  the 
nature  of  his  ties,  for  example, 
to  Colonel  Bob  Denard,  tragi- 
comic  leader  of  several  African 
coups  d’etat,  was  never  clear. 
He  always  told  interviewers 
that  they  could  read  every- 
thing later  in  the  archives.  The 
only  boast  he  could  not  resist 
was  that  he  had  held  an 
estimated  3.000  tete-a-tete 
meetings  with  de  Gaulle  over 
the  eleven-year  period  be- 
tween de  Gaulle’s  return  to 
power  in  1958  and  his  resigna- 
tion in  1969. 

De  Gaulle  was  the  guiding 
force  in  the  life  of  Foccart  who 
was  born  into  a family  ol 
prosperous  fanners  and  then 
raised  in  Guadeloupe  where 
the  family  also  had  land. 
Later,  in  France,  he  went  into 
business  — noiably  the  sale  of 
Renault  ears  in  the  French 
West  Indies  — and  did  well. 

The  destiny  of  this  short, 
rather  rotund,  fastidiously- 
dressed  provincial  business- 
man was  changed  by  the  war. 
He  organised  parachute  drops 
on  behalf  of  the  secret  service 
branch  of  the  Free  French  in 
London.  After  the  Liberation. 


de  Gaulle  rewarded  him  with 
the  post  of  aid-de-camp  and 
special  adviser  on  France's 
overseas  departments  and  Af- 
rican colonies. 

Fbccart  was  to  accompany 
de  Gaulle  on  several  major 
African  tours  in  the  1950s.  In 
the  meantime,  he  had  be*m 
one  of  a small  group  of  faithful 
supporters,  which  had  set  up 
the  first  postwar  Gaullist  pol- 
itical party,  the  RPF  (Rassem- 
blement  du  Peuple  Frangais). 
He  became  the  RTF's  general 
secretary  in  1954  and  was  well 
placed  to  take  part  in  the 
manoeuvring  and  plotting 
that  led  to  the  Algiers  putsch 
of  May  13, 1958,  which  preced- 
ed de  Gaulle’s  return  to 

power.  . . . 

From  that  moment,  he  had 
his  own  office  in  the  Elysee 
with  overall  responsibility  for 
African  affairs  and  the  secret 
services.  He  had  direct  access 
to  de  Gaulle  and  it  was  said 


that,  when  another  generals' 
putsch  in  Algiers  in  1961 
threatened  de  Gaulle's  hold  on 
power,  the  French  President 
entrusted  important  state 
papers  and  "fall-back"  emer- 
gency plans  to  Foccart.  De 
Gaulle  always  referred  to 
Foccart  as  "le  Pere  Joseph",  a 
title  of  approval  denoting  his 
possessing  many  of  the  secre- 
tive and  serviceable  qualities 
of  Cardinal  Richelieu’s  origi- 
nal eminence  grise  of  that 

name.  . _ 

De  Gaulle  and  Foccart  both 
loathed  transparency.  The  for- 
mer considered  secrecy  an 
indispensable  part  of  the  mys- 
tique of  power,  the  latter  a 
necessary  tool  in  his  dealings, 
which  included  an  about  turn 
on  Algerie  FVancaise.  which 
he  supported,  and  then  adapt- 
ing to  sub-Saharan  decolonis- 
ation. 

His  power  was  such  tnar 
French  police  officers  were 
persuaded  to  take  part  in  the 
abduction  (and,  almost  cer- 
tainty, the  murder)  in  Parts  in 
1965  of  Mehdi  Ben  Barka,  the 
Moroccan  opposition  leader, 
by  a secret  service  man,  telling 
them  "Foccart  is  in  the 
picture". 

He  was  a founder  of  the 
notorious  Service  _ d’Action 
Civjque,  the  Gaullist  Party's 
internal  police  force,  later 
accused  by  the  Americans  of 
engaging  in  drug  trafficking. 
To  these  and  other  accusations 
Foccart  would  reply  that  de 
Gaulle  would  not  have  kept 
him  for  24  hours,  let  alone  24 
years,  if  any  of  the  charges 
had  been  true. 


De  Gaulle  was  fascinated 
by  Africa.  Although  he  had 
granted  independence  to  colo- 
nies in  West  and  Central 
Africa  he  saw  these  states  as 
essential  backing  for  France’s 
role  in  the  world  and  in 
forums  such  as  the  UN. 
Foccart,  who  listed  his  occupa- 
tion as  “exporter",  as  well  as 
Secretary-General  for  the 
French  Community  and  Afri- 
can Affairs,  engaged  in  the 
daily  task  of  maintaining  har- 
monious and  profitable  rela- 
tions with  France’s  African 
supporters,  notably  the  long- 
time Ivory  Coast  leader.  Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny.  FbccarTs 
main  listening  post  was  in 
Dakar,  Senegal,  the  one-time 
capital  of  French  West  Africa. 

President  Pompidou  re- 
tained his  services,  but  Gis- 
card  d’Estaing.  implicated  in  a 
diamonds  scandal  with 
Bokassa,  did  not.  President 
Chirac  rehired  Foccart  upon 
his  election  in  1995,  and  the  old 
Africa  hand  once  again  had  an 
official  office.  He  certainly  had 
Chirac's  ear  and  helped  to 
perpetuate  the  system  where- 
by African  policy  is  dictated  by 
the  Elyste  and  not  by  the  Quai 
d Or  say. 

He  dictated  his  memoirs 
two  years  ago.  but  revealed 
very  tittle  except  French  sup- 
port for  the  Biafrans  in  the  late 
1960s,  supposedly  in  return  for 
oil  for  Eli.  He  continued  to 
receive  African  leaders  in  Par- 
is and  it  was  said  he  knew  the 
names  of  most  of  their 
children. 

He  was  predeceased  by  his 
wife  Isabelle. 
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“ROSE  MARIE” 

MUSICAL  COMEDY  AT 

DRURY  LANE.  _ 

“Bless  thee,  thou  art  translated. 
Quince  was  saying  each  night  a little 
while  ago  to  his  fellow  actor  tn  the  play 
within  a play  at  the  Drury  Lane 
Theatre.  Then  it  was  the  actor  who  was 
“translated."  Last  night  we  amid  not 
help  feeling  that  the  theatre  had  been 
•■translated."  too.  Then  there  was  Shake- 
speare: now  there  is  very  modern  fare 
from  America.  Then  we  were  looking  at 
“the  nans  about"  Athens:  now-  we  have 
the  Canadian  Rockies.  Then  there  was  A 
Midsummer  Night's  Dream;  now  there 
is  a winter's  day  dream,  for  the  heroine 
falls  in  love  among  snow-capped  moun- 
lains.  only  to  fall  out  of  it  in  the  Kwn?rfo 
to  fall  back  into  it  again  at  the  end.  Then 
too  we  had  comedy:  now  we  have  music, 
for  Rose  Marie  is  carefully  described 
not  as  a “musical  comedy"  but  as  a 
-musical  piece."The  latter  it  ceratnly  is. 
for  the  music  is  distinctly  abtwe  the 
average,  and  the  singing  throughout  is 
admirable.  The  former  it  can  hardly 


ON  THIS  DAY 

March  21, 1925 


Rose  Marie  was  to  have  a ivry  long  run 
at  Drurv  Lane  and  was  later  revived,  it 
was  a triumph  for  Edith  Day^wholater 
starred  in  such  successes  as  The  Desert 
Song  and  Show  Boat 

claim  to  be  yet,  for  in  spite  of  ati  Mr. 
Billy  Merson*5  whimsicalities,  the  hum- 
our is  a trifle  slender.  The  comedy  may 
come  later  and,  when  it  does.  Rose 
Marie  will  be  as  pleasant  a tight 
entertainment  as  any  in  London. 

Last  night  the  first  part  espeaally. 
was  inclined,  owing  to  the  lack  or 
humour,  to  drag  a little.  In  retrospect 
the  whole  of  the  first  aa  seems  to  have 
been  devoted  to  the  farewells,  both 
spoken  and  musical,  between  Miss 
Editii  Day  and  Mr.  Derek  Oldham. 


They  loved,  but  nobody  seemed  to  like 
them  to  love,  and  to  ensure  their  parting 
until  the  last  scene,  a murder,  of  which 
the  hero  was  soon  falsely  accused,  was 
committed  on  the  stage.  There  were 
more  farewells,  and  in  the  second  act  the 
lovers  said  "Goodbye"  again  but  at  last 
all  ended  happily-  Apart  from  the 
protracted  farewells,  the  plot  is  quite 
effective,  and  has  considerably  more 
substance  than  one  is  led  to  expect  m 
this  kind  of  production. 

Two  things  were  especially  impres- 
sive last  night  One  was  the  music, 
which  was  much  more  ambitious  than 
the  normal  musical  comedy  score.  It  is 
the  work  of  Mr.  Rudolf  Frunl  and  Mr. 
Herbert  Stothart.  The  second  was  the 
amazing  "mass  drill"  of  the  members  of 
xhe  chorus,  more  than  100  in  number 
who.  in  one  song  especially 
Tom  Tom"  was  its  name),  roused  the 
audience  to  unusual  enthusiasm.  The 
singing  throughout  both  of  the  chorus 
and  the  principals,  was  unusually  good. 
The  piece  was  received  with 
enthusiasm. 
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THE  TIMES  TODAY 


FRIDAY  MARCH  2H997 


Major  lets  rip  at  Blair  and  Ashdown 

. . • « . j _ — ■—  occult  nn  Tdnv  Blair 


■ John  Major  unleashed  a venomous  assault  on  Tbny  Blair 
and  Paddy  Ashdown  yesterday  that  reflected  his  behef  that 
they  had  hijacked  the  final  days  of  Parliament  with  a stage- 

managed  row  over  sleaze.  . . , m . 

Mr  Major  delivered  a personal  a™3*  against  MrBto, 
accusing  trim  of  trading  on  double  standards  from  the  momad 
he  was  Labour  leader.  He  then  turned  on  the  Ltb-Dem 
leader,  telling  him  that  he  was  ending  the  Parliament  as  pious 
and  pompous  as  he  had  been  throughout  it Pages  l & 9 

Ten  MPs  who  have  to  wait 

■ As  the  Commons  rises  today,  ten  Tory  MPs  have  investiga- 

tions hanging  over  them.  A Commons  investigation  into 
accusations  4ahist  25  MPs  failed  yesterday  to  decide  on  the 
ten.  including  Nefl  Hamilton 


Home  help  cut 

In  a judgment  that  dismayed  org- 
anisations representing  the  in- 
firm. the  House  oF  Lords  said 
councils  can  stop  providing  dis- 
abled people  with  home  help  if 
budgets  are  used  up Page  I 

Shares  tumble 

London  shares  suffered  their  big- 
gest one-day  jail,  with  the  FT-SE 
Too  index  dosing  74.1  points  low- 
er at  4.259.1 Pages  1.  25 

'Right  to  die’  case 

In  whar  is  seen  as  a new  "right  to 
die"  test  case,  the  most  senior 
family  judge  will  rule  today  on 
whether  a severely  brain-dam- 
aged former  university  student 
should  be  allowed  to  die~Page  2 

Barrister’s  fall 

The  Hon  Hugh  Donovan,  the 
barrister  son  of  a former  Law 
Lord,  faces  professional  disgrace 
after  he  repeatedly  vandalised  a 
Porsche  911  and  a Range  Rover 
belonging  to  neighbours  after  a 
parking  dispute Page  3 

Cell-block  candidate 

Roisin  McAliskey.  an  IRA  bomb- 
ing suspect,  dedared  she  would 
contest  her  mother  Bernadette’s 
old  Mid-Ulster  seat  from  her 
London  prison  cell — Page  4 

Portugal  challenged 

The  Foreign  Office  demanded  a 
full  report  from  Portuguese  police 
who  opened  fire  on  Manchester 
United  fans  with  rubber 
bullets... .. Pages  51 20 


CJD  diagnosis 

Tens  of  thousands  of  people  may 
die  from  the  new  strain  of 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob  disease,  scien- 
tists said Page  6 

Racism  charge 

A survey  of  the  Armed  Services 
and  the  MoD  says  that  racism  is 
"deeply  entrenched"  in  the  forces. 
The  Royal  Navy  is  the  worst 
culprit Page  7 

Our  man  in  Tirana 

Anthony  Loyd,  The  Times  special 
correspondent  in  Tirana,  was 
having  his  supper  when  a Special 
Services  major  phoned  him  to 
ask:  “Have  you  got  a car?”  It  was 
the  start  of  a daring  journey  to 
rescue  occupants  of  a besieged 
British-run  orphanage  in  south- 
ern Albania — Pages  16, 21 

Palestinian  fury 

Israeli  soldiers  fired  teargas  to 
break  up  the  first  of  many  demon- 
strations by  Palestinians  protest- 
ing at  the  building  of  a settlement 
in  east  Jerusalem — Page  17 

Uneasy  summit 

Presidents  Clinton  and  Yeltsin 
met  in  Helsinki  for  a two-day 
summit  touted  as  the  toughest 
such  encounter  since  the  end  of 
the  Cold  War Page  11 

Papua  rampage 

Sir  Julius  Chan,  Prime  Minister 
of  Papua  New  Guinea,  suspend- 
ed a £17  million  contract  to  hire 
British  mercenaries  as  violence 
gripped  Port  Moresby ....  Page  15 


The  chinos  man  makes  his  mark 

■ The  woolly  cardigan,  with  buttons  down  the  front,  is  dead  as 
a male  fashion  statement.  For  years,  cardigans  have  been  one 
of  600  items  whose  costs  are  monitored  to  compile  the  retail 
price  index.  But  they  have  now  been  dropped  from  the  statisti- 
cian’s shopping  basket  in  favour  of  chinos.  Light  and  pale  ale 
have  gone  too.  replaced  by  beer  cans  with  widgets Page  1 
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preview:  Telephone  at  the  ready, 
they  want  tahear  from  you- TOTnar- 
rottfs  Wortd’  Megalab  97  {BBC1, 
SprriJRwvtew:  MattheW^cs^jpes 
ed  fishing  • 


Right  to  know 


BUSINESS 


Shares:  Norwich  Union  is  to  issue 
13  billion  free  shares  to  2.9  million 
members  as  part  of  a proposed  £5 
billion  flotation  in  June  — Page  25 

Inflation:  The  retail  price  index  fell 
again  in  February.  Headline  infla- 
tion edged  lower  to  2.7  per  cent 
from  Z8  per  cent  in  January  while 
underlying  inflation  fell  to  2.9  per 
cent  from  3.1  per  cent — —Page  25 

Insurer:  Legal  & General  has  sug- 
gested a resolution  to  the 
long-running  pensions  mis- 
selling  scandal  of  the  late 
1980s Page  25 

Markets  The  FT-SE  100  index  fell 
74.1  points  to  4258.1.  The  sterling 
index  was  unchanged  at  963.  with 
the  pound  falling  -28  cents  to 
$15940  but  rising  36  pfennigs  to 
DM2.6886 Page  28 


SPORT 


Football:  Nicky  Butt,  the  Man- 
chester United  midfielder,  has  been 
included  in  the  England  squad  for 
the  first  time  for  the  international 
against  Mexico  at  Wembley  on  Sat- 
urday week  — — Page  48 

Cricket:  Tony  Kgott,  the  former 
Sussex  fast  bowler  who  triggered 
the  revolution  that  drove  out  theold 
committee,  has  been  made  director 
of  cricket  and  acting  chief  executive 

of  the  dub  — - - Page  43 

Tennis:  Tim  Henman,  the  British 
No  1 competing  in  the  Upton 
championships  in  Florida,  was  vot- 
ed most  improved  player  of  the 

year Page  45 

Racing:  Frankie  Dettori  returned 
with  a sparkling  double  on  the  first 
day  of  the  new  Flat  season  at 
Doncaster Page  41 


Second  impression:  The  cast  of  Art 
has  changed  but  the  hh  West  End 
comedy  with  elements  of  tragedy 
is  still  playing  to  packed 
houses Page  35 

Talk  and  Mindy:  Rising  country 
and  western  singer  Mindy  Mc- 
Ready  explains  why  the  CD- buying 
public  finds  her  a fresh  change 
from  gals  in  spangles  and  lone- 
some cowboy  denes Page  36 

Bloody  marvellous:  Wynton  Mar- 
salis’ Blood  On  The  Fields  is  a 
triumph  of  the  jazzman’s  art.  an 
extended  composition  cm  the  theme 
of  slavery  that  is  45  minutes  too 

long  but  unmissable Page  36 

Slice  Boys:  The  name  of  this  band 
is  . . . Cake;  the  music  is  quirky, 
edectic  American  rock  filed  under 
A for  “alternative" Page  37 


TOMORROW 


IN  THE  TIMES 

■ CAR  97 

How  a fitness  trainer 
to  the  stars  puts 
Volvo’s  top  drivers 
through  their  paces 

■ MAGAZINE 
Elizabeth  McGovern, 
the  American  actress 
who  has  made  an 
Atlantic  crossing 


Home  front  Forget  cooking;  if  you _ 
want  to  be  truly  trendy,  Joe  Joseph 
is  told,  put  away  the  pesto  and  get 
into  home  decoration.  So  why  does 
he  have  his  doubts? Page  18 

Celtic  hero:  Valerie  Orove  meds 
Professor  Roy  Foster,  the  historian 
and  biographer  who  took,  on  the 
tricky  subject  of  the  man  he  calls 
“one  of  the  geat  actors  in  Irish 
history".  W3.  Yeats— Page  19 


V-i  l lllffi  tmmn  r 1 ■ 

Labour  lesson;  “Our  proposals 
will  demand  a great  deal  of  imagi- 
nation from  all  those  involved  — 
and  much  change."  David  Blunketi 
outlines  Labour’s  plans  for 

education.. ■ - — Page  38 

Building  Modes;  A firm  of  archi- 
tects has  helped  seven  and  .eight- 
year-olds  to  design  their  school 

playground  .... — — Page38 

Activity  holidays:  Measures,  taken 
since  file  Lyme  Bay  tragedy  to  en- 
sure that  the  taste  :af  adventure 
does  not  turn  sour— — — Page .38 


The  future  stability  of  Europe  de- 
pends more  than  anything  on  sta- 
bility in  Russia  Rather  than  taking 
actions  that  may  isolate  Russia  arid 
encourage  a resurgence  of  Russian 
nationalism,  the  United  States 
ought  to  concentrate  on  trying  to 
help  Russia  rebuild  its  faltering 
economy  . . . and  make  democracy 
irreversible 

— The  New  York  Times 


ikm  has  spread.  It  is  in  the! 
of  the  accused  MI*;’  aid. 
interest  of  the  voters  that 

.are  known; Thecas?  fo*  

publication  of  Sfr  GoitjCTiVr^^ 

Hetta  Dotty 

The  Cwnmons 'CoraniS^»  o*i'Sa:  ^ 

ence  and  Technology  iSngfrttoCafl 

for  a fuD-scale  inquky  dtaihg  the 
next  Parliament  into  how  MAFF 
commissions  arid  uses,  research 
"and  sdentife  adyfcenL^Piigcij 

Our  Man  in  our  Volvo 

Gur  own  correspondents  still 
someti  mes  ma  rch  towards  the 
sound  of  the  gunfire.  find  the  news 
and  fOe  the  copy.  Ahdhafewho  read 
It  should  occasionally;  salute 
them- ; — —.Page  71 
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MATTHEW  PARRIS  1 

As  Mr  Blair  heads  towards  Donat 
ing  Street,  ! can  feel,  akricst  touch.  . - - 
hanging  in  the  air  around  him,  the 
gathering  Scftadeafheude.  he  has . - 
attracted,  over  all  those  ’Tuesday.  ,.  ;; 
and  Thursday;  afternoons.  It.  is 1 a * 
dangerous  way  to  start-i-i  Page20  r. 

PHJUPHOWARD  ’.-if 

“Bunterr  ThelJpeafcer'S  voice  was  -?:f  > 
not  loud*  but  deep.  It  was,  heard  • ' 
distinctly- by  all  ears  in- the  Big—  =1. 
School . form-room:  exceptir®.  ap; 
patently.  Otoe  pair  of  very  fat  ears.  . 
“BUNTERJ’’  The  Speaker's  voice  ?} ' 
was  much  touder,  and  deeper.  Still  ."  - 

• Bbnter  dicl  ndt  refrfy — — Page 2#  : v-%. ’ 
LYNNE  TRUSS1  £ 

A-  visit  to  Monte  Carlo  proves  a .3g| L 
disappointment  despite  the  prbx-  ;.ril 
imity  of  Alan  Shearer,  the  injured 
striker,  as  Newcastle  United  make  -,rX 
a spectacle  of  themselves  against;  r- 
AS  Monaco.  ...  Page'#.  -V-  ‘ 


Willem  de  Kooning,  arttsirj^j 
Jaoqnes  Foceart,  special  advtseran 
African  affairs  to  three  French 
Presidents  PageiL 


The  election; . film  censor  and 
Clash:  Nato  enlargement;  aid  for 
Albania  ~.F»gc  21 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,433 


ACROSS 

I Part  of  shoe  conforming  with 
others  (6). 

5 Collapse  under  strain,  having 
accepted  a freebie  (8). 

9 "R"  for  “Reckoning?  (10). 

10  For  instance,  go  for  disabled 
quarry  (4). 

11  Garden  tool  has  cut  round  - it 
helps  to  put  hed  in  (8). 

12  Without  you,  as  they  say,  what’s 
left  to  settle?  (6). 

13  Singer,  mid-morning,  finally  got 
out  of  bed  (4). 

15  Sallying  out  in  striking  fashion 

(8). 

18  Two  coins  (one  new,  one  old)  - 
this  should  cover  stamp  (8). 

19  Policeman  patting  mafioso  fi- 
nally inside  prison  cell  {4}. 

21  Creature  once  regarded  as  divine, 
namely  horse  (6). 

Solution  to  Puzzle  No  20,432 
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23  Capitalism,  anarchism  - both 
hold  charm  (8). 

25  Wander  around  dty,  talking  (4). 

26  Spy  or  nark  - 'e  gets  busily 
involved  (4,6). 

27  Criminal  takes  two  fools  in  (8). 

28  Join  up  broken  lines,  given  time 

(6). 

DOWN 

2 None  of  relay  team  have  set  off  in 
this  direction  (5). 

3 Where  cobbler  should  stick 
throughout  life  (23.4). 

4 Englishmen  in  Perth  rapidly  fir* 
ing  gun  (3-3). 

5 When  ifs  very  cold,  one  may  look 
sharp  (3,4,63). 

6 Chap  with  a passion  for  church 
architecture  (8). 

7 'A",  for  instance,  stands  for 
“Auspices"  (5). 

8 A jolly  bad  fuss  about  it-  Kipling 
described  how  h started  (9). 

14  None  the  less,  corrosion's  ruined 
this  medal  (4,5). 

16  Derived  from  forebears  from 
parts  of  Lancaster  (9). 

17  Doctor  visited  Sanders’  subordi- 
nate (8). 

20  Pass  by  the  Spanish  Church's 
eastern  end  (6). 

22  Steps  taken  to  eliminate  salt  from 
cake  (5). 

24  Plant  arbours?  (5). 


Times  Two  Crossword,  page  48 


AA  FORMATION 


Latest  Road  and  Weather  conditions 
UK  Weather- AH  regions  0336  444  910 
UK  Hoads  - A0  regions  0336  401  410 
hM  M25  0336  401  7«6 

M25  and  Link  Heads  0336  401  747 

National  Motorways  0336  401  743 

Continental  Europe  0336  401010 

Channel  craning  0336  401  388 

Motnrtnsto  Heathrow 
& Gatwfck  airports 


Weather  by  Fax 
Dbl  0336  Mowed  fay  art 
VMs  Can y 416334 
VWs  416  331 
Midbmb  416  >36 
EutAntfbi  416  337 
MVfa  416  333 
N.Em  416  330 

Metfex  Marine 
Inshore  kfaure  braeanx 


0336  407  SOS 
flfenwfcht  Office 

a runber  from  your  (n 
Scotland  416  340 

N.Mand  416  341 

London  416  341 

NtiondSmBit 
VMsather 

ptaure  416  307 


Worid  City  Weather 


416  308 

jfrnwiatoffiw 

153  dwthMioMiwtidwMe 
etfgqrfBracist 

dal  0336  41 1216 

(Index  page)  0336  416333 


br 

Motoring 

Europe  Country  by  Comry 
European  fuel  coca 
French  Motorways 
Seaport  Wbmation 
Dsneybnd  Part* 

Le  Shuttle 


0336  401  885 
0336  401  886 
0336  401  887 
0336  401  882 
0336  401  400 
0336  401  895 


Car  reports  by  fax 

new  and  used  car  reports  from 
the  AA  menu  ofl  95  an  0336  416  399 

Dial  from  your  fax  handset, 
you  nay  haw  do  sec  to  pofl  mcehemooe 


hrfaft  Boose  Pta&y  bad  Bnpude  KM  AT 

Cab  are  charged  at  45p  per  minute  dteap  rate. 
50p  per  minute  at  off  other  times. 


Sun  rises: 
6.01  am 


□ Moon  sots 
4£1  am 

FuS  moon  March  24 

London  6.15  pm  to  5.59  am 
Bristol  B.25  txn  lo  6 09  am 
EtSnfau^h  B!9  pm  lo  B.10  am 
Manchester  6 24  pm  to  6 07  am 
Penzunoe  637  pm  lo  631  am 


Sun  sets: 
6 15  pm 


Moon  rises 

3.40  pm 


FORECAST 


General:  England  and  Wales  dry  with 
sunny  spells,  doudy  later  in  North  and 
West.  Ught  winds,  pleasantly  warm, 
especially  in  South.  Scotland  and 
Northern  Ireland  mainly  dry  at  first. 
Cloudy  later.  Rain  will  spread  across 
western  and  northern  Scotland,  snow 
on  high  ground.  Cold  in  NE  Scotland. 
□London,  SE  England,  Central  S 
England,  E Midlands,  W Midlands, 
S wales,  N Wales,  NW  England, 
Lake  District,  Isle  of  Man,  Central 
N,  N Ireland:  sunny  spells.  Wind 
mainly  northerly,  light  lo  moderate. 
Warm.  Max  12  (54F). 

QE  Anglia,  E England,  NE  Eng- 
land: bright  or  sunny  intervals.  Wind 
fresh  becoming  light  Max  9C  (48 F). 
□Channel  Isles,  SW  England: 


rather  cloudy  at  first  becoming 
brighter  later.  Wind  north-easterly, 
light  to  moderate.  Max  11C  (52F). 
□Borders,  Edinburgh  & Dundee, 
Aberdeen:  manly  dry,  sunny  spells. 
Cloudy  later.  Wind  light  northwesterly, 
southerly  later.  Max  7C  (5F). 

□SW  Scotland,  Glasgow,  Central 
Highlands,  Moray  Futh,  NE  Scot- 
land, Argyll,  NW  Scotland,  Oi* 
mainly  dry  at  first,  becoming 
with  rain  or  drizzle.  Wind  becoming 
moderate  to  fresh.  Max  IOC  (50F). 
□Shetland:  sun,  showers  dying  out 
later.  Rain  in  evening.  Wind  fresh 
becoming  moderate.  Max  6C  (43 F). 
□ Outlook  for  Saturday  and  Sun- 
day: Rain  in  north  spreading  to  most 
parts. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT  RECYCLING 


Ajeccta 
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Corfu 
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18  64  t 

AXrctri 

12  54  S 

0 32  c 

Malaga 

21  70  s 

S Frisco 

20  68  3 

Alex'dria 

18  84  s 

Dub&n 

10  SOI 

Malta 

17  B3s 

S Paulo 

27  B1  » 

Algiers 

24  75  3 

DubrowA 

13  55  c 

MeOtTne 

23  73  t 

Satzbtra 

6 43  c 

Amet'dm 

8 46  r 

Fora 

21  70s 

Mexico  C 

16  64  [ 

Santiago 

19  66  c 

Athens 

13  55  c 

Florence 

17  63  1 

Ifiaml 

27  81  £ 

Seoul 

15  69  s 

B Aires 

27  81  1 

ftanJdur! 

7 45  C 

naan 

18  « s 

Stng'por 

33  91  t 

Bahrain 

21  70  S 

Funchal 

16  61  1 

Montreal 

-1  30  s 

snoSn 

■1  30  s 

33  SI  s 

Geneva 

6 43  c 

Moscow 

■5  23  e 

Strasb'm 

7 45  C 

Babados 

29  84  s 

Gbraftar 

25  77  a 

Munich 

7 45  c 

Sydney 

30  88  3 

Barcelana 

15  59  1 

HetsMd 

-4  26  sn 

NOeftn 

26  79  s 

Tangkr 

21.  70s 

Bofrur 

12  54  1 

Hong  K 

22  72  s 

NYortc 

3 37  1 

TftJ  Auto 

17  83  s 

Belgrade 

7 45  1 

binsbrek 

9 48  t 

Nafrobl 

27  81  1 

Tenerife 

23  73  s 

Berftn 

3 37  d 

Istanbul 

6 43  s 

Naples 

16  61  1 

Tokyo 

14  57  I 

Bermuda 

19  66  E 

Jeddah 

26  79  a 

Nice 

18  64  s 

Toronto 

1 34  s 

Btentte 

13  &5t 

Jo'bura 

21  70  X 

Oslo 

2 36s 

Tunis 

24  75  s 

Bcnfe'x 

14  57  c 

LAngsfe 

IB  64  3 

Paris 

10  50  c 

Vaiende 

27  81  3 

Btussels 

8 46  r 

LPaffnas 

21  70s 

PeHng 

12  54  s 

VoncVer 

11  32  1 

Budapst 

-2  28  sn 

LeTquet 

9 48  r 

Perth 

24  75  a 

Venice 

13  55  s 

Caro 

21  701 

Lisbon 

22  72  a 

PlSPLJO 

6 43  r 

Vienna 

1 34  s 

CopeTn 

£4  75  c 

Locarno 

15  59  s ! 

Reykjavik 

-1  30  sn 

Warsaw 

0 32  1 

Ch  church 

18  64  X 

Luxsmbg 

6 43  r , 

Rho£s 

11  52  & 

Wash  Ton 

3 37  c 

6 43s 

Luxor 

2S  77  3 

Fin  da  J 

26  82  t 

WeTnator 

19  66  X 

Cologne 

7 45  r 

Madrid 

20  68  S 

Riyadh 

23  73  s 

Zurich 

7 45  1 

Terrperalwes  * midday  local  taro  Wtedireday.  X = nor  »att« 


♦! 


*» 


. x 


Changes  to  chart  betowfrom  noon:  high  B will  be  slowmoving  with  Sttfa  change. 
Low  S will  drift  northwards  and  fai.  Low  T win  run  northeastwards  and  deepen; 
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